
University of Waterloo  
In association with  

Department of English Language and Literature  
 

presents... 
 

ENGL 109 - Introduction to Academic Writing  
 
Instructor: Dr. Clive Forrester  
Class times: 10:00am - 11:20am, MW (section 022) / 11:30am - 12:50pm,  MW (section 021) 
Classroom: HH 119 (section 022) / EV3 3408 (section 021) 
Office hours: Room HH141, Mon. 1-3pm, Wed. 1-2pm (or by appointment) 
Email: clive.forrester@uwaterloo.ca ext: 37905  
 
Course Description:  
 
ENGL 109 serves as an introductory course to the foundations and principles of the genre of 
writing expected at the university level. Participants will be exposed to three styles of academic 
essays - the expository, narrative and argumentative essay - and instructed how each style fits 
into the larger goals of the institution as well as to the world outside the classroom. Since good 
writing is a social and indeed collaborative activity, participants will receive ongoing feedback on 
their own writing, as well as learn how to give constructive criticisms to the writing of their peers.  
 
Learning Outcomes:  
 
At the end of the course participants should be able to:  

A. Demonstrate the principles of critical thinking, reading and writing 
B. Produce writing samples in different academic genres  
C. Communicate effectively to different academic audiences  
D. Invent, edit, and revise ideas from concept to essay  
E. Design an independent research project  
F. Produce a professional writing portfolio  

 
What’s with the colours? 
This course outline uses three colours to indicate the writing module:  
Yellow - Narrative 
Blue - Expository 
Red - Argumentative 
They indicate which style of writing we will focus on for that class. It is important that you keep 
up to date with class activities and the progression of your writing since there is very little 
opportunity for redoing material which was covered in a previous module.  
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Week  Date   Topic  Readings / 
Assignments 

 
1 

Jan. 3 Course Introduction & Goal Setting 
● What is academic writing?  
● Exposition, Narration and Persuasion 

in academic writing 
● Writing in context 

Complete goal setting 
exercise  

 
 
 
 
2 

Jan. 8 Narrative Writing [Foundations] 
● Components of the narrative  
● Narrative genre in academic writing 
● Plot development 

Create a theme for the 
story 
 
Read: HTWA, Chapter 
19: Smart Reading 

Jan. 10 Choosing a “narrative lense”  
● Who is telling the story?  
● Character development 

Choose a narrative 
voice and introduce 
one character 
 
HTWA, Ch. 1: 
Narrative, pp. 4-9 

 
 
 
 
3 

Jan. 15 Researching the narrative context  
● Gathering data to develop the plot 
● Research for character development  

Develop a short 
research project for 
story 
 
HTWA, Ch. 37: Field 
Research, pp. 412-414 

Jan. 17 Peer-review of narrative writing 
● Editing the narrative point of view 
● Character improvement 
● Refining the plot 

Should have 
● Beginnings of a 

plot 
● Introduction of 

main character 
and one other 

 
 
 
 
 
4 

Jan. 22 Using vivid imagery in narratives & 
Creating a plot-twist 

● Allowing the audience to “see” and 
“feel” the story  

● Connecting imagery to plot and 
narrative context 

● Effectively changing the plot direction 
while maintaining integrity of the 
storyline 

Storycraft, Ch. 6: Scene 
 
Storycraft, Ch. 2: 
Structure, pp. 34-37 

Jan. 24 Peer review of narrative writing  
● Final checking of character and plot 

Should have: 
● 50% completed 
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development draft of 
narrative 

 
 
 
 
5 

Jan. 29 The Expository Essay [Foundations] 
● Developing an expository topic 
● Pre-writing strategies  
● Designing the thesis statement 

 

Select topic for essay 
 
Read: HTWA, Chapter 
17: Brainstorming 

Jan. 31 From thesis to paragraph 
● Idea development 
● Keeping ideas focused 
● Paragraph transitions 

Develop introductory 
paragraph and first 
supporting point 
 
HTWA, Ch. 2: Report, 
pp. 40-42 

 
 
 
 
6 

Feb. 5 Doing background research for the essay 
● Sourcing credible information  
● Interpreting and using graphical data 
● Preparing the reference page 

Prepare mock 
reference page in 
MLA style 
 
HTWA, Ch. 35: 
Research, pp. 400-405 

Feb. 7 Peer- review of expository writing 
● Different types of editing  

○ Grammar and mechanics 
○ Coherence and fluency 
○ Evidence and support 

Should have 
● Thesis 
● Intro 
● Two points 
● Draft reference 

page 

 
 
 
7 

Feb. 12 Incorporating tables, diagrams, graphs  
● Effective use of graphical information 

in formal essays 
● Analyzing graphical information 

● HTWA, Ch. 49: 
Charts, pp. 
514-516 

Feb. 14 Conceptualizing recommendations/areas 
for further research 

● Providing solutions in the context of 
the essay 

● Pointing out gaps in knowledge 

Writing rationale for 
research essays 

 
8 

Feb. 19 FAMILY DAY - NO CLASS  

Feb. 21 WINTER BREAK - NO CLASS  

 
9 

Feb. 26 Peer review of expository writing 
● Final checking of style and content 

Should have: 
● 75% completed 

draft of 
expository 
essay 
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Feb. 28 Argumentative Writing [Foundations] 
● Developing an argumentative thesis 
● Argument structure 
● Persuasive strategies 

Choose a position on 
an argument 
 
Read: HTWA, Chapter 
20: Experts 

 
 
 
 

10 

Mar. 5 Logic, Truth and Critical thinking 
● What is critical thinking?  
● Developing healthy skepticism 
● Logical reasoning  

Develop argument 
outline showing 
arguments and 
evidence 
 
HTWA, Ch. 3: 
Argument, pp. 68-73 

Mar. 7 Researching rhetorical strategies 
● Different types of rhetorical strategies 
● Avoiding fallacies in reasoning 
● Developing the counter-argument  

Fallacy identification 
in published work 
 
HTWA, Ch. 38: 
Evaluating Sources,  
pp. 415-419 
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Mar. 12 Peer-review of persuasive writing  
● Reviewing rhetorical strategies  
● Fallacy detection  
● Refining the counter-argument 

Should have 
● Thesis 
● Intro 
● Two premises 
● List of sources  

Mar. 14 Anecdotes and analogies as rhetorical 
strategy & Developing a Rebuttal 

● Persuasive storytelling in the 
argumentative essay 

● Using strategic concessions 
● Countering the counter-argument 

Persuasive Writing, Ch. 
2: Tools, pp. 27-31 
 
Persuasive Writing, Ch. 
3: Beyond Logic, pp. 
43-47 

 
12 

Mar. 19 Peer review of argumentative writing 
● Final checking of style and content 

Should have: 
● 75% completed 

draft of 
argumentative 
essay 

Mar. 21 Finalizing All Essays [Complete at home]  
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Mar. 26 Individual Consultations before 
submission of final draft 

 

Mar. 28 
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Assessment breakdown 
 
The assessment for this course is divided into three areas:  
 

1. Participation in class discussion and peer review exercises (20%): It is expected 
that you will maintain a consistent attendance record throughout the course and 
contribute to in-class discussions and activities. Don’t be shy. All ideas/views are 
welcomed (some are obviously stronger than others) so speak up when in class. On 
several occasions, you will engage in a peer review exercise which involves 
constructively critiquing the writing of a classmate. This is very important since writing 
tends to be a social and collaborative activity.  

2. In-class activities (20%): A series of in-class writing activities based on the readings 
and/or course content will be uploaded throughout the course. The activities themselves 
do not carry individual grades, but are simply meant to see how well you have been 
keeping up with the material. Your overall grade here is dependent on completion of all 
quizzes and a satisfactory demonstration that the material has been internalized.  

3. Writing Portfolio (60%): The writing portfolio will be a collection of all the substantive 
writing you have done throughout the course. It will contain:  

a. Three academic essays [1 narrative, 1 expository essay, 1 argumentative essay] 
b. All previous drafts of the completed essays 
c. Any other material relevant to your writing development 

 
Recommended Readings:  
(chapters for readings are already uploaded to LEARN website) 
 
Fredrick, P. (2011). Persuasive writing: How to harness the power of words. Harlow, England. 

Pearson Education Limited.  
Hart, J. (2011). Storycraft: The complete guide to writing narrative non-fiction. Chicago. 

University of Chicago Press.  
Ruszkiewicz, J. J., & Dolmage, J. (2010). How to write anything: A guide and reference with 

readings. New York. Bedford/St. Martin’s.  
 
 
 
Late Assignments:  
If you think that an assignment will be handed in late, be sure to say so in advance. Late 
assignments due to illness must be accompanied by a verification of illness form. In the 
absence of verifiable illness and/or a similar emergency (or an extension expressly granted by 
me) do NOT assume that the assignment will be accepted. Late penalties will apply to all 
assignments submitted after the posted due date, and will accrue at a rate of 5% per hour for 
every hour over the deadline.  
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Keeping in Touch With Me 
 
Writing courses at a university can be tough - trust me I know. While you try to figure out your 
place at the university, feel free to stop by during office hours and have a chat about your 
writing. If for some reason you can’t come to the scheduled office hours, we can make an 
appointment to meet virtually via Skype or Facetime. Most importantly, do not wait until you feel 
completely overwhelmed to seek help. Let’s start talking as early as possible.  
 
 
 
Academic Integrity 
 
In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of the University of  
Waterloo community are expected to promote honesty, trust, fairness, respect and 
responsibility.  See the UWaterloo Academic Integrity Webpage 
(https://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/) and the Arts Academic Integrity Office Webpage 
(http://arts.uwaterloo.ca/current-undergraduates/academic-responsibility) for more information.  
 
Discipline 
 
A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity to avoid committing academic 
offenses and to take responsibility for his/her actions. A student who is unsure whether an 
action constitutes an offense, or who needs help in learning how to avoid offenses (e.g., 
plagiarism, cheating) or about “rules” for group work/collaboration should seek guidance from 
the course professor, academic advisor, or the undergraduate associate dean. For information 
on categories of offenses and types of penalties, students should refer to Policy 71, Student 
Discipline (http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy71.htm). For typical penalties 
check Guidelines for the Assessment of Penalties 
(http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/guidelines/penaltyguidelines.htm).  
 
Grievance: A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of his/her university 
life has been unfair or unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a grievance. Read Policy 
70 - Student Petitions and Grievances, Section 4. When in doubt, please be certain to contact 
the department’s administrative assistant who will provide further assistance.  
Appeals: A decision made or penalty imposed under Policy 70 - Student Petitions and 
Grievances (other than a petition) or Policy 71 - Student Discipline may be appealed if there is a 
ground.  
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