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Department of English Language and Literature 

ENGL 109 – 011 LEC 
Introduction to Academic Writing 

Winter 2014 
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 2:30 – 3:20 PM 

Douglas Wright Engineering Building (DWE) 3516 
 

Instructor Information 
Instructor: Graeme Northcote 
Office: PAS 1238 
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday 1:00 – 2:00 
Email: gnorthco@uwaterloo.ca 

• Only contact the instructor via email for urgent or sensitive questions or concerns, with 
just the course code in the subject line. For all other questions about the course, please 
use the discussion forums on LEARN so that other students can benefit from the answers 
you receive.  

 
Course Description 

English 109 is an introductory course that provides you with the instruction and practice 
needed to develop essential skills in writing, editing, and analysis within an academic context and 
beyond. This course emphasizes putting theory into practice. Each of the three Units: Narrative, 
Analysis, and Argument will consist of three phases: Instruction, Identification, and Composition. 
First, you will be taught the theory behind the type of writing we are focused on in that unit, how 
to write that form of essay effectively, why you would use it, and in what contexts. Second, you 
will be taught how to evaluate examples of that form of writing, and to identify the different 
components and techniques that are being used. Third, you will take this knowledge and write 
your own essay, one for each Unit. You will also have opportunities to practice the various 
writing components separately in class before combining these skills in an effective paper. 

 By the time you reach the writing process in each unit, you will have a theoretical 
understanding of what you are supposed to do (and how), as well as experience looking at 
successful examples of that style of essay, and practice with the different writing principles and 
techniques involved. During the composition phase of each unit, you will bring a rough draft of 
the essay to class in order to both give and receive comprehensive feedback within a group of 
your peers; then you are given a chance to change your essay based upon those revisions before 
submitting it for grading.  

What all of this means is that ENGL 109 is focused on developing your skills through 
practice. Weekly activities, both individual and group-based, will help you to apply your 
theoretical knowledge to specific tasks. This application-based approach is designed to provide 
you with a practical understanding of how these fundamental skills can actually be used in a wide 
variety of circumstances, across multiple academic disciples and even beyond.   

 
Course Objectives 
 

- To give you a practical understanding of the basic writing exercises: summarization, 
description, and exposition.  

- To provide you with a review of the essential elements of composition: grammar, 
structure, format, and style. 



- To teach you how to critically evaluate and analyze different types of writing in order to 
develop your skills in proper critical analysis. 

- To teach you how to identify and utilize the formal components of persuasion and 
argumentation. 

- To help you both give and receive useful feedback on multiple types of writing for the 
purpose of revision.  

- To develop your ability to write three major types of academic essays: narrative, analytic, 
and persuasive. 

- To teach you how to apply this writing and thinking skills to a variety of practical 
applications.  

 
Required Text 
Babington, Doug, Don LePan, and Maureen Okun, eds. The Broadview Guide to Writing 4/e. 
Peterborough: Broadview Press, 2009. Print. 
 

Course Requirements and Assessment 

Assessment               Date of Submission           Weighting 

Participation and weekly activities   n/a    25% 

Quotation Assignment     Jan 15th    5% 

Literary Dissections     varies    10% 

Narrative Essay      Jan 30th    10% 

Analytic Essay      Feb 24th    10% 

Smart Research Assignment    Mar 3rd     5% 

Argument Essay     Mar 24th    10% 

Final Project       TBD (Exam period)  25% 

 

Participation and In-Class Activities 
- Since this is a writing-intensive course, you will be asked to complete numerous activities 

during class time to be handed in and graded for completion. These activities will be 
designed to practice and develop writing skills introduced throughout the course.   

- Missed activities cannot be submitted late or electronically. The only way to receive the 
grades for each activity is to show up to class and complete them.  
 
 

Literary Dissections – January 22nd, February 13th, and March 10th  

- In class on the dates listed on the course outline, you will be given an example of a 
narrative essay, an analytical essay, or an argumentative essay (for each Unit, 
respectively). These examples will also be posted on LEARN the Friday beforehand, to 
give you a chance to prepare. You will be allowed to consult any notes you have made 
about the essay prior to the class. 



- After reading the essay, you will be asked to work individually to complete a worksheet 
with two main parts:  

o Part A) Identify and locate the different formal components and/or techniques of 
the essay (which will be discussed in lecture and will be listed on the worksheet) 
and discuss how the author uses them. 

o Part B) Answer one question out of a selection of three. These questions will be 
specific to the individual essays and will ask you to briefly discuss one or more 
of the components and/or techniques identified in Part A in a critical way (the 
exact questions will vary, and won’t be revealed until that class).  

- You will have 30 minutes in class to complete the worksheet.  
- Only your two best attempts will count towards your final grade, for a total of 5% each.  

Assignments 

Quotation Assignment – due January 15th 

- You will be given a selection of five readings that will be posted on LEARN. Choose one 
of these and read it over carefully, making notes about the key points and what the author 
is saying or arguing.  

- Create a document that begins by summarizing the reading. Then, in this same document, 
paraphrase one key point from the reading. Then use one key quote from the reading in a 
sentence. Label each part of the document appropriately, as "Summary," "Paraphrase" 
and "Quotation." 

- Submit your assignment to dropbox by 11:30pm on the due date. 

Smart Research Assignment – due March 3rd  

- In preparation for you third unit essay, you will be asked to conduct focused research into 
a chosen topic, selecting a minimum of three of your most relevant sources to use in this 
assignment. 

- Create a document that begins by explaining your topic and what you are researching. 
Then write out a short, focused thesis statement that explains what you position on the 
topic is, what you will be arguing in your essay. You will then cite, in proper MLA 
format, each of the three most relevant research sources. Below each individual entry, 
you will provide a brief explanation of how that source has contributed to your research 
on the topic. You do not need to do a full summary, only provide an idea of why the 
source is useful and the kind of information it contains. Finally, provide a short, one-
paragraph reflection on your research methodology, explaining in a few sentences how 
you found your sources, any difficulties you found in researching this topic (and how you 
overcame them), and what your next steps are in the research process. Label each part of 
the document respectively as “Topic,” “Thesis Statement,” “Sources,” and “Reflection.” 

- Your sources should be academic articles, preferably from peer-reviewed journals or 
other reputable sources. The suitability of certain source versus others will be discussed 
closer to the due date.  

- Submit your assignment to dropbox by 11:30pm on the due date. 
 



 

Unit Essays 

- Each essay must be no more than 4-5 pages, double-spaced, 12 font, Times New Roman. 
They must be submitted to the dropbox on LEARN no later than 11:30 pm on the date 
they are due. Files must be in .docx format, or they will not be graded. The instructor will 
not be responsible for informing students that they have submitted assignments in the 
improper format.  

- Read the requirements for the unit essays carefully. Each involves a different set of 
writing skills and will be graded according to the criteria listed for each.  

Narrative Essay – due January 30th  

- Choose a moment in your life, however big or small, dramatic or mundane, and use it as 
the basis for a narrative essay. This moment should be one that caused some kind of 
change either in the circumstances of your life, or in how you perceive the world. In other 
words, it will be a story of change, with a clear narrative arc that shows an emotional 
and/or mental journey.  

o These “moments from your life” can be entirely fictional. They can even involve 
unrealistic, surreal, or fantastical elements. However, they must be written as if 
they were true, as if you are describing a moment from your life and how it 
changed you.  

- These are essays, not just stories. This means that there should be TWO major 
components. The narrative (the description of events, “your” thought processes during, 
etc…) and the reflection (a discussion or explanation of what the events mean, why you 
chose this moment as significant, or broader thematic elements).  
 

Analytic Essay – due February 24th  

- Choose from a selection of rhetorical “texts” that will be posted on LEARN one month 
prior to the due date. These texts will be a mixture of written propaganda pieces, political 
speeches, and advertisements. All of them will be designed to persuade an audience, 
whether to buy something, to do something, or to believe something.  

- In your essay, you will think critically about the text and attempt to offer an in-depth 
analysis of it. This analysis should do the following key things: 

o It should identity the purpose (what the text is trying to accomplish, and why) 
and the target audience (who the text is trying to reach or persuade and why). 

o It should identify the methods of persuasion, how the text tries to persuade the 
audience, what techniques are being used and how effective they are. 

o It should evaluate any arguments or factual claims being made by the text, 
checking for logical consistency (and whether or not they are convincing) and the 
accuracy of information presented (this may involve some research).  

 



 

Argument Essay – March 24th 

- Choose from a selection of topics that will be posted on LEARN one month prior to the 
due date. These topics will be a variety controversial issues that have been or are 
currently the subject of debate. None of them will have clear “right” or “wrong” sides.  

o You will choose a position on the topic. This could be “for” or “against” 
something, or it could be proposing a middle ground between two opposing 
viewpoints.  

o Then you will construct a strong argument defending your position. You must 
attempt to show that your stance is the correct one, or that your solution to a 
problem is the best one.  

- Your essay must have a clear thesis and strong, well thought out points defending your 
position. Your argument should be logically consistent, focused, and should draw upon 
extensive research that supports your conclusions.  

Final Project – Exam Period 

- For the final project you will form groups to create a detailed plan for a persuasive 
campaign. This can take several forms: 

o An advertising campaign designed to sell a real or imaginary product.  
o An awareness campaign designed to raise support for a certain cause or to 

promote public action of some kind.  
o A political campaign designed to facilitate the election of a fictional character to 

a certain government office.  
- Each campaign must involve three distinct modes or styles of persuasion, based on the 

material covered in the three units of the course. Students will be expected to demonstrate 
a practical mastery of the critical, analytical, and compositional skills developed 
throughout the course. Further details will be provided mid-way through the semester, at 
which point groups will also be chosen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Week	   Date	   Reading	   Activities	   Writing	  Due	  
1	   Tue	  01/06	  

Thu	  01/08	  
Fri	  	  	  01/09	  

Documentation:	  
MLA	  Style	  

Character	  Summaries	  
Citation	  Activity	  
	  

	  

2	   Tue	  01/13	  
Thu	  01/15	  
Fri	  	  	  01/16	  

Punctuation,	  
Format,	  and	  
Spelling	  

Photo	  Description	  
Selection-‐Bias	  
Narrative	  Discussion	  

	  
Quotation	  Assignment	  due	  Jan	  15th	  	  

3	   Tue	  01/20	  
Thu	  01/22	  
Fri	  	  	  01/23	  

Appendix	  1	  –	  
Grammar	  and	  
Sentences	  

Literary	  Dissection	  
(Narrative)	  Jan	  22nd	  
Peer	  review	  #1	  

	  
Narrative	  essay	  Draft	  (hard	  copy)	  due	  
Jan	  23rd	  

4	   Tue	  01/27	  
Thu	  01/29	  
Fri	  	  	  01/30	  

The	  Writing	  
Process	  

Writing	  Workshops	   Narrative	  essay	  due	  Jan	  30th	  	  

5	   Tue	  02/03	  
Thu	  02/05	  
Fri	  	  	  02/06	  

Style	  
	  
Words	  

Ad	  Discussion	  
	  
Branding	  Game	  

	  

6	   Tue	  02/10	  
Thu	  02/12	  
Fri	  	  	  02/13	  

Writing	  
Grammatically	  

Literary	  Dissection	  
(Analysis)	  Feb	  10th	  	  
	  Peer	  Review	  #2	  

	  
Analytical	  Essay	  Draft	  (hard	  copy)	  due	  
Feb	  13th	  

7	   Tue	  02/17	  
Thu	  02/19	  
Fri	  	  	  02/20	  

	  
Reading	  Week,	  No	  Classes!	  (But	  that	  doesn’t	  mean	  no	  work)	  

8	   Tue	  02/24	  
Thu	  02/26	  
Fri	  	  	  02/27	  

Putting	  Ideas	  
Together	  

Library	  Workshop	  
	  
Exposition	  Game	  

Analytical	  Essay	  due	  Feb	  24th	  

9	   Tue	  03/03	  
Thu	  03/05	  
Fri	  	  	  03/06	  

	   Debate	  Week!	  
	  
Argument	  Discussion	  

Smart	  Research	  Assignment	  due	  
Mar	  3rd	  	  

10	   Tue	  03/10	  
Thu	  03/12	  
Fri	  	  	  03/13	  

	   Pinpoint	  the	  point	  
	  
Literary	  Dissection	  
(Argument)	  Mar	  13th	  	  

	  

11	   Tue	  03/17	  
Thu	  03/19	  
Fri	  	  	  03/20	  

	   Peer	  Review	  #3	  
	  
Form	  Project	  Groups	  

Argument	  Essay	  Draft	  (hard	  copy)	  due	  
Mar	  17th	  	  

12	   Tue	  03/24	  
Thu	  03/26	  
Fri	  	  	  03/27	  

	   	  
	  
Project	  Workshops	  

Argument	  Essay	  Due	  March	  24th	  	  

13	   Tue	  03/31	  
Thu	  03/02	  
Fri	  04/03	  

	   Project	  Proposals	  due	  
Mar	  31st	  
	  
Project	  Workshop	  

	  

 

 

 

 

 



Late Work  
Late work will be penalized 5% per day. Work more than one-week late will not be 
accepted. Exceptions will only be made for illness or emergencies, provided proper 
documentation is submitted to the course instructor. 

Electronic Device Policy 
Students may use electronic devices in class for course related activities only.  
Attendance Policy 
Attendance is mandatory. Make-up activities for missed classes will not be provided.  

Academic Integrity  
 
Academic Integrity: In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of the 
University of Waterloo are expected to promote honesty, trust, fairness, respect and 
responsibility.  
 
Discipline: A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity, to avoid 
committing academic offences, and to take responsibility for his/her actions. A student 
who is unsure whether an action constitutes an offence, or who needs help in learning 
how to avoid offences (e.g., plagiarism, cheating) or about “rules” for group 
work/collaboration should seek guidance from the course professor, academic advisor, or 
the Undergraduate Associate Dean. When misconduct has been found to have occurred, 
disciplinary penalties will be imposed under Policy 71 – Student Discipline. For 
information on categories of offenses and types of penalties, students should refer to 
Policy 71 - Student Discipline.  
 
Grievance: A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of his/her 
university life has been unfair or unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a 
grievance. Read Policy 70 - Student Petitions and Grievances, Section 4.  
 
Appeals: A student may appeal the finding and/or penalty in a decision made under 
Policy 70 - Student Petitions and Grievances (other than regarding a petition) or Policy 
71 - Student Discipline if a ground for an appeal can be established. Read Policy 72 - 
Student Appeals.  
 
Other sources of information for students  
Academic integrity (Arts) Academic Integrity Office (uWaterloo)  

Accommodation for Students with Disabilities 
Note for students with disabilities: The AccessAbility Services office, located in 
Needles Hall Room 1132, collaborates with all academic departments to arrange 
appropriate accommodations for students with disabilities without compromising 
the academic integrity of the curriculum. If you require academic accommodations 
to lessen the impact of your disability, please register with the AS office at the 
beginning of each academic term.  
 


