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ENGL 109: Introduction to Academic Writing University of Waterloo 

Winter 2015; Section/LEC 014       Lectures: 3 sessions / week, 50 minutes / session: Tues/Thurs/Fri @ 
2:30 pm – 3:20 pm 

Location: DWE 1515                          Class: 8047 

Course Overview 

Success in academia depends a lot on great writing. 
English 109 is an active course designed to strengthen your 
academic writing. The material and activities are so arranged to 
familiarize students with the techniques and conventions of 
academic research and writing. The lectures and activities 
introduce students to critical analysis and research strategies; it 
also familiarizes students with strategies of structuring and 
outlining ideas into consistent, concise and argumentative 
writing. The course deals with common grammatical errors, 
methods of documenting sources according to established 
documenting styles such as MLA, and helps students find their 
own individual voice and style. To get the best out of this course, 
students must engage the reading material and the assignments 
devotedly by reading, discussing, analyzing, and writing 
extensively. Also, peer editing is stressed in the course to give a 
chance to students to sharpen their critical reading and writing as 
a practice in self-improvement and collaboration.  

Objectives: 
Upon completion of this course, students should be able to: 
 Read and think critically and communicate effectively. 
 Learn and practice a variety of strategies for inventing,   
            drafting, and editing texts   written in a variety of  
            academic genres. 
 
 Write persuasively by effectively employing elements of  
            formal argumentation. 
 Adapt their writing to a variety of academic contexts so  
            that they can more effectively and powerfully  
            communicate with audiences across the disciplines. 
 

Required Text 

Ruszkiewicz, John T., and Jay T. Dolmage, eds. How to Write 
Anything: A Guide and Reference with Readings. 2nd ed. 

Instructor 

Saeed Sabzian 

Phone 

UW Office: (519) 888-
4567. Ext: 33841 

Email 

ssabzian@uwaterloo.ca 

Office Location 

PAS 2217 

Office Hours 

Tues 1:00-1:50; Thurs: 
1:00 1:50 
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Boston: Bedford/St. Martins, 2012. Print. 
 

The textbook, henceforth referred to as HTWA, is available at the University of 
Waterloo BookStore located at the South Campus. It is also available from Porter Library 
(course reserves). The textbook has been used in the past; so used versions should be 
widely available.  
 
 Response and Evaluation 
The course has been designed essentially based on reading and practice: in class and 
homework. The syllabus moves toward a “Final Paper” that gradually builds through a 
variety of skills and editions. Although your active participation and submitted 
assignments represent a great portion of your grade, teacher’s final assessment of your 
learning depends on how you show your learning in the Final Paper as it is where you 
show how you use your skills and master the essentials of academic writing. In order to 
achieve this mastery of academic writing you need to participate in all classes, write all 
assignments and participate in discussions and peer editing activities and think how you 
want to apply those to your Final Paper. You will write several papers in this class, peer-
edit other students’ writings and discuss the material in class and your final grade will 
build on all the marks you get for such assignments. When you are assigned, in the 
syllabus, “Homework” assignments you will need to complete the assignments prior to 
class and bring a word-processed paper copy. Always bring two paper copies of your 
assignments if there is a peer editing class. See the table below for assignment weightings 
and due dates and read course policies for late submission penalizing agreement. 
 

Assignments, Mark Breakdown and Due dates:  

Date and Assignment % Date and Assignment % 

Jan 15: Literacy Narrative           5 March 6: Compare and Contrast DRAFT 5 

Jan 20: Argumentative-Critical paper  5 March 10: Final Compare and Contrast Paper                                                         5 

Jan 30: Organized Paper                    5 March 20: Final Paper Draft One                                                             5 

Feb 12: Submit Proposal for Final Paper  5 March 24: Final Paper Draft Two      5 

Feb 13: Finding Two articles and highlighting 
major ideas 

 
10 

March 24: Peer Review in class.         5 

Feb 24: Evaluation Sources  5 March 27: Final paper                                      20 

Feb 27:  Final Summary and Paraphrase Paper 10 Participation                                                                        10 

  Total   100 
 
 
Course Policies: Expectations  
“In-class” writings must be done using pen and paper. No laptop or iPad use is allowed. 
However, all “Homework” assignments must be Word-processed. Bring a hard copy with 
you to class and submit, prior to attending the class, an electronic copy to 
ssabzian@uwaterloo.ca 
Typography and Documentation 
Use MLA format for all written work (see your textbook HTWA for guidelines): Times 
New Roman, 12pt. Font, 1 inch margins, numbered pages. 

mailto:ssabzian@uwaterloo.ca
mailto:ssabzian@uwaterloo.ca
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Archiving Your Work and Number of Copies and Printing 
You must keep copies of all your work, as hard copy and electronically. Bring TWO 
copies with you when we have a peer-reviewing practice in class.  Print double-sided, or 
print on the back of already-used paper. Save all your writings, revisions and peer review 
comments.  
Final Paper 
Start thinking about what you want to write early in the semester. In order for you to have 
an essay idea, I suggest you read the syllabus topics of discussion and reading material 
from the Textbook, How To Write About Anything, early in the term and talk to me if 
you needed any help with your topics. It is both part of the weighted assignments and 
wise that you submit an essay proposal to me on February 10. You have the chance to 
change the topic and directions of your essay after the submission of your proposal. Also, 
the essay is designed in the syllabus to build gradually through writing, self-revisions and 
peer editing exercises. You must bring PAPER copies of your essay with you to each 
editing class and trade it with a peer for review. Papers must be documented with MLA 
style, Use Times New Roman 12pt font, double-spaced with 1 inch margins. The Final 
Paper is due March 27. Length: 2,000 – 2,500 words. 
 
Late Work 
Late papers will be penalized 10 % per day late. Papers with more than 5 days delay will 
not be accepted unless you show a reasonable proof for not meeting the deadlines. In case 
of illness bring a doctor’s note, for example. You must also complete all reading and 
writing assignments on time. Check syllabus or the section “Assignments, Mark Breakdown 
and Due Dates”, given above, for all due dates. 
 

Class Participation 
Your participation is about your professionalism rather than merely attending the class. 
Your grade depends upon attending the class regularly and participating in the 
discussions and writings vigorously. Material for every week has been designed in a way 
to provide you the opportunity to read and practice accordingly. Participation is graded 
based on attendance, class activities, discussion, and collaboration with peers.  

 It is strongly important that you avoid cell phones use in class – if you have it with 
you, turn it off and put it away. No laptops allowed unless this is an accommodation you 
need.  When we write in class, you will do so with a pen and paper.  If you are asked to 
bring a homework to class, you must bring it in paper copy, not on your computer. 
However, you are expected to send a digital copy to ssabzian@uwaterloo.ca before 
attending the class. 
 
Absences 
If you miss more than two classes you may fail the participation grade. Absence more 
than two times will require a doctor’s or other health care professional’s documentation 
in the case of illness. Any other extraordinary circumstances will also require 
documentation. 

 

mailto:ssabzian@uwaterloo.ca
mailto:ssabzian@uwaterloo.ca
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Meetings with Instructor 
Office hours are Tuesdays and Thursdays both at 1:00 to 1:50. My office is in PAS, 
Room 2217.  

If for some strong reason you need a different time for discussion, let me know a day or 
two ahead of the time and we will appoint a time for meeting. 

Schedule, Material and Assignments 

Some linked material may not function in Word if you use the electronic version of the 
syllabus; visit the online syllabus for such cases: << 
http://ssliterature.wordpress.com/english-109-academic-writing-university-of-
waterloo/>>) 

Date Topic, Material and Readings Assignments and Description of 
assignments: in-class and homework 
 

Jan 6 
 

1. Course Overview:  
Read 
 A. What is Academic Writing? 
 B. Definition and Standards  
2. Assignment 
Guidelines 
 

 
In-Class: Discussion 

Jan 8 
 

What is a narrative? 
Read HTWA, Ch. 1: Narratives 

In-class: Discussion 
Homework: Read the material and think of a 
book, a movie, a game or a musical piece and 
takes notes for discussing the purpose, genre, 
major details, and the argument of those 
narratives. 

Jan 9 Narrativized knowledge or Literacy 
Narrative; Readings: 1.  HTWA: 
“Assignment 2”p. 43; 2. “Writing a 
Literacy Narrative” (linked); 3.  

1. Homework Due: DRAFT a “literacy 
narrative” of 400 words and bring a hard copy 
to class.  This can be about skills you have 
leant in your education or an expansion of 
skills you have learned and used in your 
“cover letters”, for example, but this 
homework is to form those learnings into a 
narrative. 
2. In-Class: Discussion and Self-Revision.  

Jan 13 Arguments 
Read  HTWA, Ch. 3 and “Analysis of 
Cultural Values” pp 748-58 
Topic ideas: Here (linked) is a variety of 
topics you can choose to write about. You 
can choose any topic of your interest 
related to cultural values 

Homework: 
 reflect on the importance of cultural values; 
Take notes for discussion and participate in 
class discussions. Think about cultural values; 
what are they? How language, style, and 
narratives give form to arguments? How 
religion, age, gender and emotions are 
important in arguments? 
Read Dimensionalizing Cultures: The 
Hofstede Model in Context by Geert Hofstede 
(available online; linked here as well) 
 
In-class: Discussion 

http://ssliterature.wordpress.com/english-109-academic-writing-university-of-waterloo/
http://ssliterature.wordpress.com/english-109-academic-writing-university-of-waterloo/
http://ssliterature.wordpress.com/english-109-academic-writing-university-of-waterloo/
http://wac.colostate.edu/books/writingspaces1/irvin--what-is-academic-writing.pdf
http://wac.colostate.edu/books/writingspaces1/irvin--what-is-academic-writing.pdf
http://libguides.usc.edu/content.php?pid=83009&sid=645284
http://libguides.usc.edu/content.php?pid=83009&sid=645284
http://www.wwnorton.com/college/english/write/fieldguide/writing_guides.asp#06
http://www.wwnorton.com/college/english/write/fieldguide/writing_guides.asp#06
http://www.wwnorton.com/college/english/write/fieldguide/writing_guides.asp#06
http://examples.yourdictionary.com/examples-of-culture.html
http://examples.yourdictionary.com/examples-of-culture.html
http://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/orpc/vol2/iss1/8/
http://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/orpc/vol2/iss1/8/
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Jan 15 Arguments: Exploratory.  
Read   HTWA, “Assignment 2” p. 105. 
And if you need review Ch. 3 

Homework Due: Submit Literacy Narrative 
 %5 
 
In-Class One-Page Writing: For instruction 
read   HTWA Assignment 2, p. 105.  
Before you come to class choose a topic of 
your interest among the list of topic ideas 
given here (linked). You will write on one of 
these topics in class.  
 

Jan 16 Critical reading generates critical writing: 
Read (1) Critical Reading toward 
Critical Writing (University of 
Toronto); (2) taking notes from U of T 

Argument: refutation Read: 
1. REVIEW  HTWA, Ch 3  
2. How to turn against 
 

Homework: read “ The Assault on Reason – 
Chapter One: The Politics of Fear” by Al Gore 
(linked). You are expected to take notes and 
express your opinion on this topic.  

2. In-class: discussion 

 
Jan 20 Arguments: Refutation Paper 

Reading: review  HTWA, Ch. 3 
1. Homework Due Today: Argumentative-
Critical paper DRAFT of 500 word (This 
writing can be either a refutation or an 
exploratory paper) and bring two hard copies 
to class. Read  HTWA, p. 105 for Assignment 
Instructions. 
2.  Peer review. Peer editors must write their 
names on the drafts.  
 

Jan 22 
 

Finding an Idea: Creative Thinking 
(Brainstorming) and Critical Thinking 
(reading and analyzing):  
Readings:  
1.  Read   HTWA, chap. 19, 20 
 
2. Invention: A rhetorical canon of writing 
3. Invention 
 

Homework: Submit your finalized 
Argumentative – Critical Paper. This must be 
a revised version of your draft from the last 
class. % 10  
In-class: Discussion 
Critical Thinking (linked) 
Critical Thinking (video linked)  
Start thinking about your final paper and the 
discussion in the next class.  
 

Jan 23 Outlining and Organizing: 
Readings:  
1.  Read   HTWA, Ch 28, 29,  
and, 2.  this page from Harvard College 

In-class: You will be asked to  
Outline and plan for a paper based on the 
brainstorming practice 
 
 

Jan 27 Paragraphs: Structuring paragraphs 
Texts: one, Two, Three 

1. Homework: Note-Taking at home. Read the 
material given for today critically. 
2. In-class: Discussion and writing. 
Based on the linked material we will discuss 
the impact of technology on culture. 
3. Begin writing a 200-words paper (4 to 5 
paragraphs). This writing will be completed in 
the next class. 

Jan 29 
 

Integrating the skills: Critical reading; 
Critical writing; Organizing 
 
Read: Critical reading vs. critical writing 

1. Homework DUE in class today: Organized 
Paper DRAFT of 500-words (this is a 
completion of the writing from the last class). 

http://www.writing.utoronto.ca/advice/reading-and-researching/critical-reading
http://www.writing.utoronto.ca/advice/reading-and-researching/critical-reading
http://www.writing.utoronto.ca/advice/reading-and-researching/critical-reading
http://www.writing.utoronto.ca/advice/reading-and-researching/notes-from-research
http://www.writing.utoronto.ca/advice/reading-and-researching/notes-from-research
http://writingcenter.fas.harvard.edu/pages/counter-argument
http://writingcenter.fas.harvard.edu/pages/counter-argument
http://www.inf.fu-berlin.de/lehre/pmo/eng/Gore-Assault(Ch1).pdf
http://www.inf.fu-berlin.de/lehre/pmo/eng/Gore-Assault(Ch1).pdf
http://www.inf.fu-berlin.de/lehre/pmo/eng/Gore-Assault(Ch1).pdf
http://rhetoric.byu.edu/canons/invention.htm
http://rhetoric.byu.edu/canons/invention.htm
http://rhetoric.byu.edu/canons/invention/topics%20of%20invention/Topics.htm
http://rhetoric.byu.edu/canons/invention/topics%20of%20invention/Topics.htm
http://ctl.utsc.utoronto.ca/twc/sites/default/files/CriticalThinking.pdf
http://ctl.utsc.utoronto.ca/twc/sites/default/files/CriticalThinking.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6OLPL5p0fMg#t=55
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6OLPL5p0fMg#t=55
http://writingcenter.fas.harvard.edu/pages/outlining
http://mediaculturesociety.org/2013/01/29/does-technology-impact-culture/
http://mediaculturesociety.org/2013/01/29/does-technology-impact-culture/
http://www-edc.eng.cam.ac.uk/%7Eakm51/PD_Final_Reports/short_report_final_23.06.11.pdf
http://www-edc.eng.cam.ac.uk/%7Eakm51/PD_Final_Reports/short_report_final_23.06.11.pdf
http://www.debate.org/opinions/has-the-technology-revolution-changed-culture
http://www.debate.org/opinions/has-the-technology-revolution-changed-culture
http://www.criticalreading.com/critical_reading_thinking.htm
http://www.criticalreading.com/critical_reading_thinking.htm
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Your draft must apply the ideas you have 
learned in previous classes.  
2. In-class: self-editing the draft 
 

Jan 30 
 

Structuring The Idea: Transitions and 
Tittles: 
Read   HTWA, 31, 34 
 

In-Class: Peer editing the paper you wrote for 
the last class: Peer editors must write their 
names on the drafts. 
 
Homework AFTER class: Submit your 
Organized Paper.  5 %  

Feb 3 Getting the task properly: 1.proper reading 
(linked); 2.arriving at a topic (linked); 
3.close reading of the material (linked) 

In-Class Writing: You may be asked to do 
either of the two tasks: 1. DISCUSS, 2 
ANALYZE how internet is influencing our 
lives.  Length: one-page. 
Homework: You must read this article (linked 
here) and highlight the major ideas before you 
come to class 

Feb 5 Some common errors in grammar: 
Read   HTWA, Chap: 60, 61, 62, 65 

Discussion  

Feb 6  
Rhetorical Analysis:  Read  HTWA, chap 8 
 

In-class: Analysis of an advertisement: 
You will be given a piece of advertisement to 
analyze according to the material on 
“rhetorical analysis” 

Feb 10 Establishing a thesis in Writing: affirming 
or defending your idea 
Read   HTWA, Ch. 26 
 

In-class: 
Discussion: Developing thesis statements. 
In-Class: Write a well organized one-
paragraph that explains your thesis for your 
final paper. You must keep this for 
development in the next class. 

Feb  12 Proposal for paper. 
Read   HTWA,  Ch 6, esp. pages 187-9 
Read The Academic proposal 

In-class:  
You will begin writing a proposal for your 
final paper through brainstorming and 
outlining. Use and develop your writing from 
the last class. 
 
Homework: Submit a proposal for final paper 
within 24 hours after this class. Maximum 150 
words.  %5 

Feb 13 Finding reliable sources: Techniques for 
researching reliability by evaluation and 
annotating: 
 Read   HTWA, Chapter 41 
 

Homework: Finding Articles and Highlighting 
Major Ideas. % 10 (assignments will be 
weighted only if completed the whole task). 

1. Find TWO “academic” or “peer 
reviewed” articles RELATED to your 
paper (you will use these articles, as 
reference, to support your ideas).  

2. Highlight the major ideas 
These papers must be related to your proposal; 
you will need to find articles that advance 
your knowledge on the topic and support your 
thesis. 
In-class: we will work on evaluating and 
annotating the articles. 

F 17 Reading Week   
 

F 19 Reading Week  

http://writingcenter.fas.harvard.edu/pages/how-read-assignment
http://writingcenter.fas.harvard.edu/pages/how-read-assignment
http://writingcenter.fas.harvard.edu/pages/moving-assignment-topic
http://writingcenter.fas.harvard.edu/pages/moving-assignment-topic
http://writingcenter.fas.harvard.edu/pages/how-do-close-reading
http://writingcenter.fas.harvard.edu/pages/how-do-close-reading
http://www.dpcdsb.org/NR/rdonlyres/927324D3-62F8-4CA3-A09D-304E2CF549C5/123594/TheInternetandSocialLife.pdf
http://www.dpcdsb.org/NR/rdonlyres/927324D3-62F8-4CA3-A09D-304E2CF549C5/123594/TheInternetandSocialLife.pdf
http://www.writing.utoronto.ca/advice/specific-types-of-writing/academic-proposal
http://www.writing.utoronto.ca/advice/specific-types-of-writing/academic-proposal
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F 20 Reading Week  
F 24 Evaluating sources Homework Due in class:  Evaluation Paper. 

Write an evaluation of approximately 250 
words for the articles you brought to class % 5 
You must write this at home and bring a copy 
with you for review. 
2. Peer review of the paper. 

Feb 26 1.Paraphrasing sources: 
Read   HTWA, Chap. 46 
2. Writing effective summaries 
Read the text linked here. 
Paraphrase or summarize? That is the 
question. Read here. Address:  
http://www.uc.utoronto.ca/paraphrase 

In-class:  
1. Summarize 2 of the major claims from the 
articles  
2. Paraphrase 2 of the major ideas from the 
articles 
You must keep your these notes for next 
classes 
 

F 27 Peer Editing.Read HTWA, Ch. 39 
 

Homework due: Submit a paper copy 
Summary and Paraphrase Paper  (500 word or 
two-pages) in class today. 10 % 
 

March 
3 

Wordiness 
Readings:  Read  HTWA, ch. 37 
 
 

 
In-class: Review the material and practice on 
the papers  
 
In-class exercise on concise style and 
avoidance of copiousness and superfluous 
writing 

March 
5 

Documenting and Acknowledging Sources 
MLA Documenting: 
Read   HTWA, Ch 48 and 49 

 
 

Homework:  
Edit and Bring 2 sets of your writings from the 
previous classes: 1. Summary and Paraphrase; 
2. Comparison papers.  
In-class: practicing with citation 
MLA adapted version of the paper. 

March 
6 

Integrating Sources in your Work. Ch 47 
 

In-class: Peer editing the citations and 
documentation 
 
Homework: 
You must bring hard copies of your 
Documented Papers (the two sets mentioned 
in the last class) for peer review. 

March 
10 

Comparing and Contrasting Ideas: 
Read  1. HTWA, Ch 4, esp. pages 123 and 
136.  
2. Comparing and Contrasting from the 
University of north Carolina. 

Homework Before Class: “Draft: Compare 
and Contrast DRAFT”. You can compare and 
contrast 2 or 3 ideas from the two articles you 
have chosen for your final paper or you can 
compare and contrast how a movie and and a 
novel deal with love, loneliness, death, etc. 
Bring a copy to class. Length: 500 words. 5 % 
 
In-class: discussion and self-revision. You 
must have a copy of your compare and 
contrast with you.  
Keep the edited paper for next class. 

March 
12 

Notes on Typography and Grammar: 
Read   HTWA, Chap: 55, 57, 58 

Homework Due in Class: submit “Final 
Compare and Contrast Paper”. Apply self-
revised practice from the last class and bring a 
hard copy of the paper. % 5  

http://www.deltacollege.edu/emp/pwall/documents/HowtoWriteaSummarywithDunayer.pdf
http://www.deltacollege.edu/emp/pwall/documents/HowtoWriteaSummarywithDunayer.pdf
http://www.uc.utoronto.ca/paraphrase
http://www.uc.utoronto.ca/paraphrase
http://writingcenter.unc.edu/handouts/comparing-and-contrasting/
http://writingcenter.unc.edu/handouts/comparing-and-contrasting/
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Academic Integrity; note on plagiarism:  
Familiarize yourself with the summary of Policy #71. In order to avoid offences such as 
plagiarism, cheating, and double submission, consult “How to Avoid Plagiarism and 
Other Written Offences: A Guide for Students and Instructors”. Consult Academic 
Integrity at UW for more information. Visit this link to learn about the University of 
Waterloo's expectations and policies regarding Academic Integrity. 

 
Discussion and practice 

March 
13 

Introduction 
Read   HTWA, Ch 32  

Self-revision of introductions. Prepare writing 
an introduction of your final paper 

March 
17 

Conclusion 
Read   HTWA, Ch 33 

Self revision of conclusions  
Prepare writing an conclusion of your final 
paper 

M 19 Building Your Argument: Introduction and 
conclusion 
Read   HTWA, Chap.: 32, 33 

In-Class: Discussion and Writing: You will 
begin writing an introduction and conclusion 
for your papers. 
Homework: 
You must bring your previous writings for 
reference to write these sections. 

M 20 Style 
Read   HTWA, Ch.35 (High, Middle and 
Low Style);  
Read   HTWA, 36. (Inclusive and 
Culturally Inclusive Style)  

Discussion and Peer review 
 
Bring a copy of your paper for style review. 

March 
24 

Developing your own voice 
Graff, G. & Birkenstein, C. They Say, I 
Say (pp. 1-66) on LEARN, also available 
On a Harvard University page 

Due in class: “Final Paper Draft One”: %5  
This should be a rough draft of your final 
paper. It must contain all sections of an 
academic paper (Abstract, Introduction, Body, 
Conclusion, Works Cited).   
 
In this workshop we discuss and practice how 
you must achieve an original paper that builds 
on previous literature. 
 
Homework: Apply editions and provide a 
copy for next class.  

M  26 Peer Review workshop Due: “Final Paper Draft Two” for peer 
editing. Bring Two paper copies. 
This must be an Argumentative Paper 
comprising all sections of an academic paper 
and applying all that you have learnt through 
the course. % 5 
In-class peer-editing workshop: Peer 
reviewers must use acquired techniques such 
as “critical reading”, and their general 
knowledge of academic writing to comment 
on peers papers for review. 
 
Peer reviewers must write their names on the 
papers they edit.   
5 % 

M 27 Final paper due Final paper due % 20 
 

https://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/
https://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/
https://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/
https://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/integrity-policies
https://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/integrity-policies
http://isites.harvard.edu/fs/docs/icb.topic862425.files/They%20Say%20I%20Say.pdf
http://isites.harvard.edu/fs/docs/icb.topic862425.files/They%20Say%20I%20Say.pdf


 9 

Accommodations  
The University of Waterloo has a long standing commitment to support the participation 
and access to university programs, services, and facilities by persons with disabilities. 

Students who have a permanent disability as well as those with a temporary disability get 
AccessAbility Services. To register for services, you must provide documentation from a 
qualified professional to verify your disability.   
Please contact them at 519-888-4567 ext. 35082 or drop into Needles Hall 1132 to book 
an appointment to meet with an advisor to discuss their services and supports. 

Course Concerns 
If you are experiencing problems with the course or with the marking, you should first 
discuss your difficulties with your teacher, Saeed Sabzian. Students who believe that they 
have been wrongfully or unjustly treated or penalized have the right to grieve; refer to 
Policy #70, Student Grievance: 

Grievance: In case that a decision affecting some aspect of a student’s university life has 
been unfair or unreasonable, they may have grounds for initiating a grievance according 
to Policy 70, Student Petitions and Grievances, Section 4, 

https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-70. When 
in doubt, please be certain to contact the department’s administrative assistant who will 
provide further assistance.  

Discipline: Familiarize yourself with “academic integrity” to avoid committing an 
academic offence, and to take responsibility for your actions. Consult Policy 71 for all 
categories of offences and types of penalties.  

Appeals: A decision made or penalty imposed under Policy 70 (Student Petitions and 
Grievances) (other than a petition) or Policy 71 (Student Discipline) may be appealed if 
there is aground. A student who believes he/she has a ground for an appeal should refer 
to Policy 72 (Student Appeals) https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-
procedures-guidelines/policy-72 
 
 
 

https://uwaterloo.ca/disability-services/
https://uwaterloo.ca/disability-services/
https://uwaterloo.ca/disability-services/current-students/documentation-requirements
https://uwaterloo.ca/disability-services/current-students/documentation-requirements
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-70
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-70
https://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/integrity-policies
https://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/integrity-policies
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-72
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-72
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