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English 109: Introduction to Academic Writing (Section 017)  

Department of English  

University of Waterloo  

Fall 2015  

  
 
Instructor: Ryan Clement  

Class times: Mondays and Wednesdays 2:30pm – 4:00pm, RCH 212  

Office Hours: Afternoons by appointment, PAS 1087  

E-mail:r3clemen@uwaterloo.ca (not r3clement@uwaterloo.ca!)  

  
Course Description  

Communication is a vital part of everyday life. It represents the exchange of information 
from one party to another, primarily—at least as humans are concerned—through the 
use of language. Every expert in any field must rely on the ability to communicate to 
get ideas across, and the written language can be a powerful tool to accomplish this 
goal.   
 

English 109 will help you develop effective skills in the use of this tool. Designed as an 
introduction to academic writing, you will study and gain experience in different forms of 
the art, enhancing your ability to read critically, write persuasively, and above all 
communicate ideas clearly and effectively. You will become more skilled in writing in 
different genres, for a variety of audiences, and for multiple purposes required in 
academic or professional contexts. As effective communication is a collaborative 
interaction, you will be heavily involved in class discussions, providing feedback to 
peers, also reflecting and revising your own work based on the feedback you receive.  

  
Intended Learning Outcomes  

This course has been specifically designed to help you:  

o think critically about the material you read  

o envision, draft, and edit texts  

o write effectively in a variety of academic genres  

o argue your case to a variety of audiences  

o give and receive constructive criticism and feedback on revision  

o work both as an individual and as a team to communicate effectively  

  

To meet these objectives and more, we will practice different types of writing, offer our 
peers helpful feedback, debate and discuss key issues as a class, and dive deeply into 
our reading material.   

  

Contacting Me   

I am looking forward to spending the semester getting to know you. You are always 
welcome to stay after class to talk about your writing, to ask questions or bring up 
concerns about the course, or just to say hello. If you would rather meet me in my office, 
just send me an email or let me know in class and we can arrange a time that works for 
both of us. I like to keep engaged with my students and ensure that the course is serving 
their academic needs, so please feel free to come have a chat.   
 
 
 
 

mailto:r3clemen@uwaterloo.ca
mailto:r3clemen@uwaterloo.ca
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Texts  

Most of our readings will come from our core text:  

 
Ruszkiewicz, John J. How to Write Anything: A Guide and Reference. 3rd ed. 
Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2015.   
 

Please note we will be using the edition with an appendix of readings currently available 
at the bookstore for $72.99. Please be sure to use only this edition, as it has been 
heavily revised since the first addition and the readings in the appendix will be required 
for this course. Additional readings and resources will be made accessible through the 
course LEARN site. Please make sure that have you access to the site as well as the 
course materials on it.  

Course Assignments  

Each week, our class will complete various activities and assignments, all building to 
the completion of three major writing assignments. 
   

Grade Breakdown:  

Personal Narrative Assignment 20%  

Rhetorical Analysis Assignment 20%  

Argumentative Essay Assignment 20%  
Class Workshops and Short Assignments 20%  

Participation, Peer-feedback and Revision 20%  

  
Please use MLA guidelines for all in-text citations and Works Cited which are required 
for all assignments which involve sourcing material. For more information about proper 
MLA citation, please visit: https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/07/.  

  
All documents should be printed single-sided on white 8.5” X 11” paper, double-spaced, 
using Calibri font size 11. Each page should have 2.54 cm margins on all four sides. 
All pages of the documents should also have a page number in the bottom right corner 
with the exception of the title page. On the bottom right side of the title, the title page 
should display, arranged in a column in descending order, your full official student name, 
your student number, the assignment name, the class name and number (ENGL109), 
the instructor (Instructor: Ryan Clement), and finally the date. The rest of it should be 
blank. A title can be included if desired. Staple all pages together in the top left 
corner. You may also submit assignments electronically by LEARN or by email, provided 
you checked with and received approval from the instructor.  

  

Personal Narrative Assignment (5-8 pages)  

Personal narratives may be more informal than the other writing assignments in this 
course, but that does not make them any less important. You must delve deeply into 
your life to identify the key episode from your past that you most want to share with the 
rest of the class. Stories can be used to entertain, but they can also move us to think 
about subjects we might otherwise leave alone, to take actions we may not have yet 
considered. The narrative strategies should reflect the understanding of the role of 
audience and context, as well as the purpose of your content, vocabulary, and structure.  
 
 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/07/
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Rhetorical Analysis Assignment (5-8 pages)  

Rhetoric is the art of persuasion, of using language and other techniques to convey a 
message subtly or not-so-subtly to an audience. With Canadians going to the polls this 
fall, many political parties have been launching active campaigns to win the support of 
voters. By examining political ads or campaign materials from at least three different 
parties, you will need to identify both overt messages as well as hidden meanings. You 
will also need to identify the target audience and the effectiveness of the argument it 
makes. Pay close attention to uses of tone, word choices, context, level of formality, and 
other areas of writing the author might be using to accomplish his or her goals.  
 
Argumentative Essay Assignment (5-8 pages)  

An argumentative essay not only tries to answer a specific question, but it provides a 
definitive case in support of the preferred response. For this assignment, you are asked 
to choose a relevant and contentious issue. You will need to explore it using a variety of 
perspectives and research strategies, considering many different viewpoints and 
arguments. By creatively and critically synthesizing research from multiple sources, you 
will demonstrate your awareness of different personal, academic, and civic contexts. 
You will formulate your own thesis and support it with research questions, citations, 
thorough analysis, and original ideas.  
 
Class Workshops and Short Assignments  

There will be preliminary exercises, workshops, drafts before each major assignment. 
These will be marked as part of the formative evaluation. The assignments will include 
critical reading responses, feedback exercises, demonstrations of revising and editing, 
analyses of persuasive techniques, and other activities. The grade for these 
assignments will be based on completing and submitting on time, developing clear 
ideas, and using strong writing techniques.   
 
The major essays will be graded according to the following criteria: 

• originality and rhetorical sophistication 
• revision and mechanics 
• connection to audience and purpose 
• effective development of message or argument 
• depth of analysis, research, and documentation 

 
 

Participation, Peer-feedback, and Revision   

Your participation will be evaluated throughout the semester based on your attendance, 
your preparedness for class, your active engagement with class discussions and 
workshops, and the quality of your contributions to class activities. If you must miss a 
class, please let me know in advance. It is your responsibility to make alternate 
arrangements to catch up on material missed. Absences will be excused in the case of 
genuine emergencies such as the loss of a family member or a medical emergency, 
although a doctor’s note may be required. They will not be excused for commitments to 
other classes, work, vacations, etc. If you are not able to submit an assignment in 
person, you may submit it via email using an attached word document (.doc, .docx) or 
PDF, although if you do not receive a confirmation of receipt from me within 48 hours, 
you should contact me as it means I have not received your email.  
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Throughout the course, you will be expected to provide constructive criticism of the work 
of your peers. In turn, you will also receive feedback and use it to strengthen your 
revisions. 
 
Course Timeline: 
 
Please note that this is a tentative schedule subject to change. 
 

Day Topic Readings Due Assignments Due 
Mon 
Sep 
14 

Introduction to Academic Writing 
Visit from the Writing Centre 

Syllabus In-class "Strengths and 
Weaknesses"  

Wed 
Sep 
16 

Getting Ideas on Paper/The Art 
of the Peer Review 

Peer Editing Ch. 36, Pg. 428-433 In-class "Practice Peer Review" 

Mon 
Sep 
21 

Getting to Know 
Yourself/Empathy and 
Perspective 

Narrative Ch. 1, Pg. 4-35 In-class "If I Had $1 000 000" 

Wed 
Sep 
23 

The Storyteller in Us 
All/Introduction to Narrative 

Narrative Readings, Ch. 62: Patton 
Oswalt "Zombie Spaceship Wasteland" 
Pg. 605-613, Lynda Barry "Lost and 
Found" Pg. 614-623, Ira Sukrungruang 
"Chop Suey" Pg. 624-627 

In-class "My Life as a Comic Strip."                 
Idea for Personal Narrative Due 

Mon 
Sep 
28 

Nothing's Perfect/Writing Your 
First Draft 

Writer's Block, Ch. 23, Pg. 356-359, Anne 
Lammot "Shitty First Drafts" 
https://wrd.as.uky.edu/sites/default/files/1-
Shitty%20First%20Drafts.pdf 

In-class "In The Eye of the 
Brainstorm" 

Wed 
Sep 
30 

Did I Say That?/Revising Your 
First Draft                    Personal 
Narrative Peer-Review 

Revising Your Own Work, Ch. 35, Pg. 
422-427 

Draft Personal Narrative Due                       
In-class "Personal Narrative Peer 
Review" 

Mon 
Oct 
5 

Personal Narrative Peer-Review   In-class "Personal Narrative Peer 
Review" 

Wed 
Oct 
7 

What Are They Really 
Saying?/Introduction to 
Rhetorical Analyses 

Critical Thinking, Ch. 21, Pg. 343-349 Final Personal Narrative Due 

Mon 
Oct 
12 

THANKSGIVING, NO CLASS 
(Make-up on Sat Nov 21) 

    

Wed 
Oct 
14 

Says Who?/Finding the Right 
Sources 
Visit from the Library 

Beginning Your Research, Ch. 37, Pg. 
436-441, Finding Print and Online 
Sources, Ch. 38, Pg. 442-446, 
Incorporating Sources into Your Work, 
Pg. 466-469, Documenting Sources, Ch. 
45, Pg. 470-471, MLA Documentation 
and Format, Ch. 46, Pg. 472-511  

In-class "The Find and Cite 
Scavenger Hunt" 

Mon 
Oct 
19 

I'd Buy That for a Dollar/The 
Rhetoric of Advertising 

Rhetorical Analyses, Ch. 8, Pg. 218-249 Idea for Rhetorical Analysis Due 
In-class "Truth and Advertising," 
please bring an ad with you to class 
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Wed 
Oct 
21 

Being Your Own 
Journalist/Asking Critical 
Questions 

Rhetorical Analyses Readings, Ch. 69: 
Susan Sontag "Notes on 'Camp'" Pg. 
913-914, Laurie Fendrich, "The Beauty of 
the Platitude" Pg. 925-927, Daniel 
D'Addario "Johnny Depp's Tonto Misstep: 
Race and The Lone Ranger" Pg. 928-
932, Caroline Leader "Dudes Come 
Clean: Negotiating a Space for Men in 
Household Cleaner Commercials" Pg. 
933-937 

In-class "Reading Between the 
Lines" 

Mon 
Oct 
26 

Rhetorical Analysis Peer 
Review 

  Draft Rhetorical Analysis Due                    
In-class Rhetorical Analysis Peer 
Review 

Wed 
Oct 
28 

Rhetorical Analysis Peer 
Review 

  In-class Rhetorical Analysis Peer 
Review 

Mon 
Nov 
2 

Making the Case/Introduction to 
Argumentative Essays 

Arguments, Ch. 3, Pg. 66-99 Final Rhetorical Analysis Due 

Wed 
Nov 
4 

No Right and Wrong/The Game 
of the Debate 

  In-class "Class Debate" 

Mon 
Nov 
9 

Tell Us What You Really 
Think/The Power of Argument 

Arguments Readings, Ch. 64: Jeff Wise 
"The Sad Science of Hipsterism" Pg. 695-
698, Poranee Natadecha-Sponsel "The 
Young, The Rich, and the Famous: 
Individualism as an American Cultural 
Value" Pg. 704-713, Daniel Engber 
"Glutton Intolerance" Pg. 714-719 

In-class "Finding My One True 
Cause" 

Wed 
Nov 
11 

When the World 
Agrees/Understanding Point of 
View 

  Idea for Argumentative Essay Due             
In-class "Model UN" 

Mon 
Nov 
16 

Let's Get Annotated/Building 
Your References 

Annotating Sources, Ch. 41, Pg. 456-459 

In-class "It's Not the Size of Your 
Bibliography, it's What You Do With 
It." 

Wed 
Nov 
18 

Do You Feel A Draft in 
Here?/Thesis and Draft 
Development 

Thesis, Ch. 24, Pg. 362-366, Strategies, 
Ch. 25, Pg. 367-373, Outlines, Ch. 27, 
Pg. 377-382 

Annotated Bibliography Due                                                                   
In-class "Elevator Arguments" 

Sat 
Nov 
21 

What Are We Doing Here on a 
Saturday?/Keeping Your Draft 
Going 

Organization, Ch. 26, Pg. 374-376, 
Paragraphs, Ch. 28, Pg. 383, Transitions, 
Ch. 29, Pg. 387-390 

In-class "Putting It All Together" 

Mon 
Nov 
23 

On the Home Stretch/Finalizing 
Your Draft 

Introductions and Conclutions, Ch. 30, 
Pg. 391-394, Titles, Ch. 31, Pg. 395-397 

  

Wed 
Nov 
25 

Argumentative Essay Peer 
Review 

  Draft Argumentative Essay Due               
In-class Argumentative Essay Peer 
Review 
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Mon 
Nov 
30 

Argumentative Essay Peer 
Review 

  In-class Argumentative Essay Peer 
Review 

Wed 
Dec 
2 

Final Review/Course Evaluation   Final Argumentative Essay Due 

 
Late Policy, etc.:  

Work will be considered on-time if it is handed-in by the start of class on the day it is 
due, unless otherwise specified. Work handed in beyond that point, with the exception of 
in-class assignments, will be considered late (in-class assignments must be handed in 
by the end of class). Work handed in late will have one mark deducted per day including 
weekends and holidays. For example, if an assignment is handed-in at 11:59 am on 
Friday, when it was due at 11:30 am, it will be considered late one day and one mark 
will be deducted. Assignments submitted over a week late will not be accepted and will 
receive an automatic zero.  Extensions may be granted in the case of emergencies such 
as medical problems or a death in your family, but you must contact me by email, 
preferably in advance of the deadline. In the case of medical concerns, a doctor’s note 
may be required.  

  
Academic Integrity, Discipline and Appeals:  

All violations of academic integrity are serious and reportable. The Associate Dean of 
Arts requires that I make you aware of the following information:  

  
Academic Integrity: In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of 
the University of Waterloo community are expected to promote honesty, trust, 
fairness, respect and responsibility.  

  
Discipline: A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity, to 
avoid committing academic offences, and to take responsibility for his or her actions. 
A student who is unsure whether an action constitutes an offence, or who needs help 
in learning how to avoid offences (e.g., plagiarism, cheating) or about “rules” for 
group work or collaboration should seek guidance from the course professor, 
academic advisor, or the Undergraduate Associate Dean. When misconduct has 
been found to have occurred, disciplinary penalties will be imposed under Policy 71 – 
Student Discipline. For information on categories of offences and types of penalties, 
students should refer to Policy 71 - Student 
Discipline, http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy71.htm  
  
Grievance:  A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of 
his or her university life has been unfair or unreasonable may have grounds for 
initiating a grievance. Read Policy 70 - Student Petitions and Grievances, Section 
4, http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy70.htm   

 
Appeals: A student may appeal the finding and/or penalty in a decision made under 
Policy 70 - Student Petitions and Grievances (other than regarding a petition) or 
Policy 71 - Student Discipline if a ground for an appeal can be established. Read 
Policy 72 - Student 
Appeals, http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy72.htm  

  

http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy71.htm
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy71.htm
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy70.htm
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy72.htm
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Other sources of information for students: 
Academic Integrity website (Arts) 
Academic Integrity Office (UWaterloo) 

 
Note for Students with Disabilities:  

The AccessAbility Services office, located on the first floor of the Needles Hall 
extension, collaborates with all academic departments to arrange appropriate 
accommodations for students with disabilities without compromising the academic 
integrity of the curriculum. If you require academic accommodations to lessen the 
impact of your disability, please register with the AS office at the beginning of each 
academic term. 

 
Turnitin.com 
Plagiarism detection software (Turnitin) will be used to screen assignments in this 
course. This is being done to verify that use of all material and sources in assignments is 
documented. In the first week of the term, details will be provided about the 
arrangements for the use of Turnitin in this course 
 

The Writing Centre: 

The Writing Centre works across all faculties to help students clarify their ideas, develop 
their voices, and write in the style appropriate to their disciplines. Writing Centre staff 
offer one-on-one support in planning assignments and presentations, using and 
documenting research, organizing and structuring papers, and revising for clarity and 
coherence.   
 
You can make multiple appointments throughout the term, or drop in at the Library for 
quick questions or feedback. To book a 50-minute appointment and to see drop-in 
hours, visit www.uwaterloo.ca/writing-centre. Group appointments for team-based 
projects, presentations, and papers are also available. 
 
Please note that writing specialists guide you to see your work as readers would. They 
can teach you revising skills and strategies, but will not proof-read or edit for you. Please 
bring hard copies of your assignment instructions and any notes or drafts to your 
appointment.  
 
You are encouraged to go to the Writing Centre early in the writing process and to 
consider scheduling regular appointments or appointments for each writing assignment 
draft you produce. Keep in mind that the Writing Centre gets busy, particularly during 
midterms and near the end of term, so plan ahead and schedule appointments well in 
advance.  

 

https://uwaterloo.ca/arts/current-undergraduates/student-support/ethical-behaviour
https://uwaterloo.ca/arts/current-undergraduates/student-support/ethical-behaviour
https://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/
https://uwaterloo.ca/disability-services/
http://www.uwaterloo.ca/writing-centre

