
University of Waterloo 

Department of English        Fall 2015 
                     
 

ENGLISH 109 – Section 020 
Introduction to Academic Writing 

 
Classes:   Tuesdays and Thursdays  6:30 - 7:50 pm in PAS 2086  
Professor:    Boba Samuels, PhD Office: HH369 
e-mail:          boba.samuels@uwaterloo.ca Office Hours: Thursdays 5:00-6:00 pm 
     
 
Course Description  
 
Welcome! This course introduces you to conceptual and practical conventions of university writing and 
communication. We will learn about rhetoric, style, and explore the choices available to us as writers. 
A focus on the writing process—including critical reading, thesis development, drafting text, revising 
and editing, and formatting—will allow you to develop critical thinking skills and hone other advanced 
literacy skills necessary to negotiate the challenges of writing in university. This course will require you 
to read and write a lot, so be prepared to spend adequate time outside of class on these activities in 
order to learn and succeed. 
 
The format of the course requires that you attend all classes regularly and participate actively; peer 
commentary, feedback, and support are integral features of the class.  If you anticipate difficulties 
fulfilling this obligation, please speak with me before class. There is no final exam in this class. 
 
Three lecture hours per week. 
 
Course Goals 

• To learn to think critically and communicate effectively 
• To learn and practice a variety of strategies for inventing, drafting, and editing texts   
• To learn and practice writing in a variety of academic genres 
• To learn to write persuasively by effectively using argumentation 
• To learn to read critically  
• To practice giving and receiving useful feedback on writing for the purposes of revision 
• To develop appreciation for communicating to a variety of audiences and to practice writing for 

these audiences 
 
Required Book 
 
Ruskiewicz, J., & Dolmage, J. (2015). How to write anything: A guide and reference with readings. 3rd 
ed. Boston: Bedford St. Martin’s. 
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Course Marks and Assignments 
 
In-class participation    all classes   10% 
In class assignments   (3 x 4%)  unannounced, best of 4 12% 
Narrative (750 words)    Sept.29   10% 
Analysis  (750 words)    Oct. 15    10% 
Argument (750 words)   Nov.10    10% 
  Drafts (2 x 4%)     best of 3     8% 
Research paper      
  First draft     Nov.17      5% 
  Feedback     Nov 24       5%  
  Final paper (1250-1500 words)  Dec. 3    10% 
Portfolio     Dec. 1    20% 
 
Assignment Formats 
All in-class assignments must be handwritten on lined paper, double-spaced. Please bring paper with 
you to class each week to write your notes and assignments – no laptops are permitted in class. 
 
All assignment submissions must be a hard copy, typed, double-spaced, and stapled together. Include 
your name, date, course name and section, and professor’s name on the cover page.  
All assignments must conform to either APA or MLA conventions, as detailed in Chapters 46 and 47 of 
How to Write Anything.  Electronic submissions are not accepted.   
 
Research Paper Assignment 
The major assignment in this course is a research paper for which you are required to use at least two 
academic sources. The final paper must be 1250-1500 words in length and follow APA or MLA style 
guidelines. Topics must be chosen and submitted to me by Oct 6.  
 
Submitting Assignments 
1)  Assignments are due at the START of class on the date specified on the schedule. No late 
assignments will be accepted. A mark of zero will be given for assignments not received in 
class on the due date.  This course is designed to help you develop your writing skills over a variety 
of tasks, so completion of these tasks on time is necessary for moving towards the unit’s culminating 
assignment. 
See below for Non-medical and Medical Absences. Students seeking academic relief should consult 
their academic advisors in their home faculties.  
Note: 
-  do not slide assignments under my office door 
-  do not fax or e-mail assignments 
-  do keep a copy (print or electronic) of all submitted assignments 
All assignments will be returned to you in class or, at the end of term, during office hours.  
 
2)  The portfolio is a collection of your work in this class, including weekly exercises and responses 
that you will be required to complete, similar to a homework journal. Each response is limited to ONE 
PAGE (double-spaced).  The portfolio will be assessed at the end of the course for evidence of 
development and improvement. 
 
Assignment Evaluation Criteria 
 
In-class and homework (draft) assignments will each contribute up to 4% towards your final mark (1= 
poor; 2 = acceptable; 3 = good; 4 = excellent). 
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Particular assignments will be assessed for different elements or categories, or a combination of 
categories. These will be identified to you when the assignment is given. 
 
Category  Description of my expectations in this category 
 
Purpose identification of a clear, strong thesis statement or organizing question 
Audience use of appropriate linguistic register; evidence of correct assumptions about  
  background knowledge of reader 
Coherence evidence of appropriate use of words, ideas, content, and structure 
Cohesion evidence of effective connection between ideas, words, sentences, paragraphs  
Style  evidence of sentence variety, conciseness, elegance, voice 
Grammar use of correct syntax, punctuation, rules of grammar 
Proofreading freedom from typographical errors and misspellings 
Format  appropriate document design for writing assignment; effective format 
Citation evidence of correct scholarly procedures; use of citation and reference formats in 

accordance with academic style manuals (i.e. APA or MLA) 
 
 
Rules, Regulations, and Classroom Expectations 
 
Drop Dates for Fall 2015 Courses 
October 2 is the last day for dropping fall-term courses without academic penalty. 
 
Attending Class 
You must attend class. No opportunity to “make up” in-class assignments will be provided. If you are 
unable to attend class, please email me before class to let me know you will be absent. 
 
Grading Disputes 
If you believe your assignment has not been marked correctly or you have concerns about the mark I 
have given you on an assignment, I will meet to discuss these concerns with you during my office 
hours or at a mutually convenient time. Please email me no sooner than 24 hours after receiving your 
mark, and no later than one week afterwards to set up a meeting. General questions about 
evaluations may be brought up in class. 
 
Non-Medical and Medical Absences 
Students will not be permitted to submit late assignments or to make up assignments, nor will the term 
mark be re-weighted in any fashion in order to accommodate missed assignments, tests, or 
examinations.  
 
If you have a legitimate emergency, medical or otherwise, please contact me and follow the guidelines 
posted at https://uwaterloo.ca/health-services/student-medical-clinic/services/verification-illness. In the 
case of illness, students also need to provide their medical practitioner with the appropriate form for 
signature (info available at link above). 
 
Only students in emergency circumstances are eligible for any non-documented accommodation.  A 
heavy workload, competing assignments, and technical difficulties do not constitute an emergency. 
 
If you need an academic accommodation, please see the university’s policy on accommodation: 
https://uwaterloo.ca/disability-services/resources 
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Student Conduct in Class 
Disruptions to class (for example, due to late arrival, chatting, eating, the use of electronic devices) are 
rude and/or unfortunate and should therefore occur rarely rather than regularly.  Please refrain from 
this disruptive behaviour.  Beverages are permitted, but food should be eaten during the break.  
Please arrive to class on time and turn off cell phones before class starts. Please remain until the end 
of class or inform me if you need to leave early. While you are a member of this class, every effort will 
be made to accommodate your needs while creating an engaging learning atmosphere for all 
members of the class.  Your cooperation is appreciated. If you have special needs, please see me. 
  
E-mail 
All emails to me will be answered as soon as possible (i.e. within one business day, i.e., not weekends 
or evenings).  Students must provide their official uWaterloo e-mail address to me at the beginning of 
the course and should check their e-mail regularly for messages pertinent to the course or for 
handouts.  Please use your university email account for any emails related to class.   
 
Plagiarism Policy 
Plagiarism is a serious academic offence that compromises learning and undermines the intellectual 
life of the university. Plagiarism demonstrates academic dishonesty and may result in either a ‘0’ for 
an assignment or in the course. Please refer to:  https://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/    
        
Plagiarism-Checking Software 
All assignments may be subject to submission for textual similarity review to Turnitin, the commercial 
plagiarism detection software under license to the University of Waterloo. I may randomly ask students 
to submit assignments electronically for this purpose. All papers submitted for such checking will be 
included as source documents in the Turnitin database to be used to detect plagiarism in papers 
subsequently submitted to the system.  
 
Support Services 
The web site for student support is: https://uwaterloo.ca/student-success/ 
 
Grades 
Final grades are typically available within two weeks following the final exam and will be released by 
the Office of the Registrar in January.  
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Class Schedule 
 

All readings must be done before class. 
Date Class Topics & Readings Exercises/Assignments Due 

Sept 15 
 
 
Sept 17 

Introduction, Course outline, 
Intro to rhetoric 
 
Narrative writing 
Read: How to Write Anything (HTWA) Ch. 1, 
pp 4-34 

In-class assignment (no marks) 
 
 
Create your portfolio – a binder, folder, 
notebook, computer file, etc. 
 
Portfolio (P): write a reflection about one 
writing obstacle and one writing goal 
 

Sept 22 
 
 
 
 
Sept 24 

Narrative 
Style: high, medium, low 
Read: HTWA, Ch. 32, pp 400-407 
 
 
Narrative 
 

P: write a draft personal narrative 

Sept 29 
 
 
Oct 1 

Providing useful feedback; peer editing 
Read: HTWA, Ch 36, pp. 428-433 
 
Analysis 
Read: HTWA, Ch.20, pp.340-343 
 

Personal narrative due 
 

Oct 6 
 
 
Oct 8 

Rhetorical analysis 
Read: HTWA, Ch. 8, pp. 218-230 
 
Causal analysis 
Read HTWA, Ch. 5, pp. 128-158 
 

Choose your research essay topic and 
submit to me. 
 
P: write a draft rhetorical analysis 

Oct 13 
 
 
 
Oct 15 

Wkshp: In-class feedback on analysis 
 
 
 
 
Argument 
Read: HTWA, Ch 3, pp. 66-98 

-Bring two copies of your draft analysis, 
either causal or rhetorical, to class (for 
feedback workshop) 
 
 
Analysis due 
P: write a response to your partner about 
the feedback you received in the workshop 
last week 

Oct 20 
 
 
 
Oct 22 
 

Summary, paraphrase, quotation 
Read : HTWA, Ch, 42-44, pp.460-465 
 
 
Annotated bibliography 
Documentation : MLA, APA 
 

 
 
 
 
P: reflect on academic integrity and 
authorship 

Oct 27 
 
 
 
 
Oct 29 

Thesis 
Writing evaluations 
Read: HTWA, Ch. 4, pp. 100-117 
 
 
Structure, coherence, cohesion 
Read: HTWA, Ch.28-29, pp. 381-390 
 

P: write one entry for an annotated 
bibliography for one of the sources you 
have for your research paper; include a full 
citation in one style 
 
P: write a thesis for your research paper 
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Date Class Topics & Readings Exercises/Assignments Due 

Nov 3 
 
 
Nov 5 

Wkshp: individual consultations – sign up and 
bring your argument draft to work on 
 
Wkshp: individual consultations – sign up and 
bring your argument draft to work on 
 

 

Nov 10 
 
 
 
Nov 12 
 

Research writing 
Read HTWA, Ch. 37, pp. 436-441 
Tentative: library visit 
 
Outlines 
Read HTWA, Ch. 27, pp. 377-382 
 

Argument due 
 
 

Nov 17 
 
 
 
Nov 19 

Using tables and graphics 
Read HTWA, Ch. 49, pp. 550-556 
 
 
Introductions and conclusions 
Read HTWA, Ch. 30, pp. 391-394 

First draft research essay due.  
 
 
 
P: find a picture, chart, or graphic that you 
can use in your research paper. Write a 
few sentences to contextualize the picture 
for your reader. 
 

Nov 24 
 
 
 
Nov 26 

Workshop and peer feedback on research 
papers 
 
 
Titles 
Read: HTWA, Ch. 31, pp 395-397 

Bring two copies of your research 
essay draft with you to class. 
 
 
P: reflect on the feedback you received 
in the workshop last week 
 

Dec 1 
 
 
Dec 3 

Grammar: Top 10 Errors 
Proofreading: your research paper 
 
Review  

Portfolio due 
 
 
Final research paper due 

   
  


