
 
 

University of Waterloo 
Department of English Language & Literature 

English 109, Section 005 
Winter 2019 

Tuesday/Thursday 8:30-9:50, EV3 3406 

Instructor Information 
Instructor: John Savarese 
Office: HH 143 
Office Phone: 519-888-4567 x33019  
Office Hours: Wednesdays 11-12, Thursdays 10-11, and by appointment 
Email: john.savarese@uwaterloo.ca 
 
Course Description 
This course is a writing workshop with two main goals: first, it aims to get you comfortable as a 
writer, by practicing the genres, conventions, and skills expected in a variety of contexts, from 
the university to business and professional settings. Second, the course will also teach you about 
general principles of communication by learning to read and write rhetorically (that is, with an 
attention to the many, often unnoticed aspects of verbal communication that shape a writer’s 
reception by an audience). A core principle of the course is that writing is not something that we 
need to get right the first time, or something that we do in isolation from other people. 
Accordingly, we will spend a lot of our time discussing our writing with others, providing 
feedback on one another’s writing, and thinking reflexively about the best ways to brainstorm, 
develop, draft, and revise particular pieces of writing. Because collaboration and revision are so 
important, it will also be built into the way the course is graded: your “participation” marks will 
be earned by taking part in peer-review workshops and other forms of written and verbal 
feedback on your classmates’ work; and at the end of the term you will collect all of your work--
from the earliest drafts to the most polished texts—into one portfolio for final evaluation. 

Learning Outcomes 
• To help you to think critically and communicate effectively 
• To learn and practice a variety of strategies for inventing, drafting, and editing texts 
• To learn and practice writing in a variety of academic genres 
• To learn to read critically 
• To learn to write persuasively by effectively employing elements of formal 

argumentation 
• To help you give and receive useful feedback on writing for the purposes of revision 
• To learn and practice communicating to a variety of academic audiences. 

 

Required Text 
Ruszkiewicz & Dolmage, How to Write Anything (in the bookstore, ISBN 978-1-319-10397-2; 
the version “with readings” is fine too, but costs more and we won’t be using the readings) 



 
 

Course Requirements and Assessment 

(see detailed instructions and deadlines below) 

 

Attendance/Participation (ongoing)  12% 

Participation Log 1 (due at mid-term)     4% 

Narrative Sequence    10% 

Literary Analysis    10% 

Rhetorical Analysis     10% 

Research Proposal      5%   

Annotated Bibliography   15% 

Research Paper    20% 

Final Portfolio     10% 

Participation Log 2 (due with final portfolio)   4% 

      100% 
 

 



 
 

Calendar of Meetings and Deadlines 

Course Outline 
 Come to class having already done this: In-class activities: 
Tues 1/8 Find the classroom, books, and LEARN 

site 
Introduction to reading and 
writing rhetorically 
 
In-class reading: Keyes, “Stop 
Asking Me About My Major” 

Thurs 1/10 Read HTWA “Strategies for College 
Writing” (1-35); Write “3 Tweets” exercise 
(piece 1A) and bring to class. 

Discussion: basic writing 
strategies 
Activity: getting writing started 

Tues 1/15 Read HTWA, “Professional 
Correspondence” (287-94); write “Email” 
exercise (piece 1B) and bring to class. 

 

Thurs 1/17 Revise email into a narrative (piece 1C); 
read chapter 31, “Peer Editing” (357-61) 

In-class peer review workshop 

Tues 1/22 Using peer feedback, revise your narrative 
and submit the final draft. 

 

Thurs 1/24 Read HTWA, “Literary Analyses” (169-
96); write piece 2A, “Reading Criticism” 

Discussion of Sathasivan; 
discussion of using sources 
 
Exercise: listening & describing 

Tues 1/29 Read chapter 48, “Annotating Sources;” 
Choose a song and write piece 2B, 
“Annotation.” 
 

Exercise: Modeling literary 
analysis 

Thurs 1/31 Develop your annotation into piece 2C, 
“Literary Analysis, Rough Draft” and bring 
hard copy to class 

Peer Review session 

Tues 2/5 Incorporate feedback and produce 2D, 
“Literary Analysis, Final Draft.” 

Intro to rhetorical analysis 

Thurs 2/7 Read ch. 14, “Rhetorical Analysis” 
(including Weisenthal and Nance)  

Discussion of Weisenthal and 
Nance; setting up assignment 3 

Tues 2/12 Draft rhetorical analysis of a recent news 
item [note: this is tecnically jumping ahead 
to piece 5a, “early warmup.”] 

Peer review day 

Thurs 2/14 Read chapters 17, “Annotated 
Bibliographies” and 18, “Synthesis 
Papers” 

Setting up the expectations and 
assignments for the remainder 
of term 

Study Week Study Week Study Week 



 
 

Tues 2/26 Draft project proposal (3A) and bring to 
class; also upload Participation Log 1. 

Exercise: talking about your 
work 

Thurs 2/28 Read chapters 43 (“Beginning Your 
Research”) 45 (“Finding Print and Online 
Sources”). Come to class with 2-4 online 
sources written down. 

Exercise: finding and 
evaluating sources 

Tues 3/5 Read proposal feedback and reply to it by 
email (assignment 3B). 

Library visit today! Meet in 
class, but don’t get comfortable. 
We’ll be walking over to Porter 
library at 8:35. 

Thurs 3/7 Draft annotated bibliography (assignment 
4) 

In-class discussion of your 
research so far. 

Tues 3/12 Turn your annotated bibliography into an 
essay-style report on what you’ve found 
(piece 6A) 

In-class workshop: but what are 
you saying? 

Thurs 3/14 Identify one source that you should 
analyze rhetorically and write assignment 
5B. 

In-class workshop: unpacking 
evidence/working with text 

Tues 3/19 Write piece 6B (the expanded write-up of 
your research)  

Informal presentation: My final 
project in a nutshell 

Thurs 3/21 Revise your research paper so that it 
clearly states what you are arguing, and 
incorporates your rhetorical analysis. Bring 
a hard copy of the whole thing to class.  

Peer Review Workshop 

Tues 3/26 Revise and expand your final research 
paper using peer feedback 

Some final considerations: 
style, clarity, sense of purpose 

Thurs 3/28 Revise and expand your final research 
paper as needed, and upload the final draft. 

Last meeting as a whole class; 
Elevator Pitch revisited; signup 
sheet for portfolio conferences; 
course evaluations 

Tues 4/2 No classes – portfolio conferences instead 
(sign up for a timeslot) 

 

Thurs 4/4 No classes – portfolio conferences instead 
(sign up for a timeslot) 

 

   

Final Portfolios due April 11 (two weeks after our last class meeting) 

 

 



 
 

Detailed Assessment Descriptions 

Note: In all cases, assignment numbers refer to the assignment breakdown that follows this chart. 
All assignments should be uploaded to the relevant dropbox folder on LEARN, by class time on 
the day listed. Please note that on peer review days you need to bring in a physical copy too. 
On other days, just make sure you can access your drafts in class (either by accessing LEARN on 
a laptop or mobile device, or just by printing them out and bringing the hard copy).  

All work should represent your own thinking, in your own words, except where you directly 
attribute and properly cite a source (including, for example, “lecture, 1/8” or “class discussion, 
1/8”). All assignments should use a consistent style guide. I recommend the style guide 
beginning on p. 472 of our text, but see aslo the handy Purdue Online Writing Lab guide to 
MLA Style. Use a works cited page only if your piece makes reference to non-assigned readings 
you have found on yoru own. (For example, the final research paper needs one.) 

Participation (20%)  

This is not a class where “participation” only means raising your hand and speaking in front of 
the whole group. It’s great if you do that! But we will do lots of in-class writing, commenting, 
and collaborative activities, including formal peer-review workshops. You should take part in all 
these activities anyway, because they will make your own writing better. But since it is a lot of 
work, I think it’s only fair to give you official, graded credit for it.  
 
Breakdown: 
Attending and participating in class activities: 12 points (1 point per week) 
Participation Log 1: 4 points, due at mid-term 
Participation Log 2: 4 points, due with your final portfolio 
 
To receive marks for your participation, fill out the Participation Log available on LEARN under 
Assignments. You should turn this in twice: at the middle of term; and again at the end of term 
once the log is complete. The prompt asks you for specific things you did each week; to propose 
what participation grade I should give you (and why); and to reflect, in a new paragraph of 
writing, on the types of work, participation, and learning you did during that part of term.  

 
 

 

 



 
 

Sequence 1: Narrative (10%)  

Goals: To deploy the conventions of relevant genres (evaluative comment, email, and personal 
narrative); to learn and practice strategies for drafting narratives; understanding the role of 
audience, context, and purpose on your content, vocabulary, and structure. 

• 1a, “Three Tweets”: Reread Keyes, “Stop Asking Me My Major” if you need to. Think back to 
your immediate reactions; brainstorm your more developed or thoughtful reactions; and freewrite 
to explore possible alternative viewpoints. Now, imagine that you want to share this story on 
social media. Draft 3 tweet-length messages (around 100 characters each): one that accurately 
summarizes the content of the article; one that states approvingly why your friends should read 
it; and one that states disapprovingly why your friends should read it with a critical eye. Bring to 
class, and upload to LEARN for safekeeping. 

• 2b, “Email”: Write an email of at least 200 words that briefly explains who you are and why you 
chose your major. Imagine that your audience is, say, a potential co-op employer who has asked 
to know a bit about you: it’s not an interview, but the way you present yourself matters, and your 
handling of the email format matters too. Email it to me (john.savarese@uwaterloo.ca), but also 
upload a copy to LEARN. 

• 2c, “Narrative”: revise your email and reformat it as a narrative essay of 300-400 words. You 
might think of the genre here as an organizational or company bio page; as the “About Me” page 
on a blog or internet portfolio; or as an informal communication related to a job interview. (For 
my own example, see my English department profile). The goal is to present yourself, your 
background, and your interests/strengths in an engaging manner.  
2d, “Revision”: incorporate peer-review feedback and upload a polished final draft to LEARN. 
With it, upload a brief (100 word) “author’s note,” describing the process of drafting the 
assignment through its various stages.  

Sequence 2: Literary Analysis (10%)  

Goals: Practice critical reading: clearly articulate a central claim; persuasively write an analysical 
argument; work closely and precisely with textual evidence. 

• 2a, “Reading Criticism”: Read Dickinson (205) and Sathasivan (206). Write a brief (100 word) 
informal reaction: what was a specific moment in the Dickinson poem that changed for you 
while reading Sathasivan’s analysis? Cite the line(s) of the poem, and say what changed.  

• 2b, “Annotation”: . Choose a song released during the past year or two. Print out the lyrics, and 
listen to it carefully several times. Using our readings and in-class analyses as models, annotate 
the song as thoroughly as possible with marginal glosses, interlinear comments, etc. You can pay 
attention to word choice, rhymes, and other features of the written lyrics, as well as sonic 
elements like pauses, tone or mood; intertextuality/allusion (verbal or musical resemblance to 
other works, or reference to outside events/contexts); or any other feature that seems worth 
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noticing and explaining. Bring to class, and upload a copy of your annotation to LEARN 
(whether you annotate them digitally and upload, or take a picture of a handwritten page, etc). 

• 2c: Literary Analysis, Rough Draft: After workshopping your annotations and identifying the 
features of the song that are most important, figure out what claim you are making about this 
song; transform your annotations into a 2-3 page analytical essay. The essay should center on 
one central claim; but as you write, “unpack” every relevant aspect of the song as fully as 
possible.  

• 2d: Literary Analysis, Final Draft: After Peer Review, revise your analysis into an essay of at 
least 3 pages. As with assignment 1, upload a brief (100 word) author’s note as a separate file.  

Sequence 3: Research Proposal (5)  

Goal: brainstorm a topic; practice beginning the writing process early; get feedback on your 
work.  

• 3A: Turn in a page of brainstorming in any format (mind-mapping, lists of questions, stray 
thoughts in fragment form) AND one double-spaced half-page informally describing what topic 
you would like to research and where you are in your thought process right now. There is a 
formal genre of the “research proposal,” but in this case I am not asking for that—this is just a 
way for you to test out an idea and solicit my feedback. No author’s note required.  

• 3B: Response to feedback: just write me an email letting me know that you’ve seen my 
feedback, and what you think you’ll do next. 

Sequence 4: Annotated Bibliography (15%)  

Goals: find sources for your research and document them properly; practice summarizing them 
accurately. 

• Consult the chapter on “Annotated Bibliographies,” and write up 3-4 annotations that represent a 
variety of approaches to your topic. Include a brief (100-200 word) author’s note to explain how 
this fits into your research plans. 

 

 

Sequence 5: Rhetorical Analysis (10%)  

Goal: practice stepping back from summary to analyze your sources. 



 
 

• 5a, EARLY WARMUP: choose a news article from 2019, which you can identify as particularly 
polemical or stylized—in other words, as having something that you can analyze rhetorically. 
The purpose is not to criticize an author, e.g., for using misleading language, but to analyze how 
the author’s framing and language choices help us see what’s at stake in the discourse. Write 250 
words analyzing the piece, and bring it in for comment.  

• 5b, Rhetorical analysis, rough draft: after receiving some feedback on your research topic and 
finding some sources at our library visit, choose one of your sources that you think you might not 
just want to use as a source for information, but that it would be interesting to analyze 
rhetorically, too. (For example, students working on design manuals have sometimes analyzed 
the author’s own stylistic choices or page layout; students working on a political topic have 
looked at what argumentative strategies journalists or politicians tend to use when they discuss 
the issues at hand.) Write 500 words and bring it to class. 
5b, final draft: incorporating peer-review feedback, plus 100-200 word author’s note.  

Exercise 6: Research Paper (20%)  

Goal: synthesize an existing conversation and make your own contribution to it. 

• 6a, “Research Write-Up, Stage 1”: In 2 pages, rewrite your annotated bibliography into logically- 
organized paragraphs that survey your chosen topic/field. Use a moderate amount of quotation 
from each source where appropriate—but for the most part, present your findings in your own 
words. Your write-up should convey the range of data and opinion present in the conversation, 
but should also be evaluative, analytical, and reflective. 

• 6b, “Research Write-Up, Stage 2”: Revise and expand your report with the benefit of a few 
additional sources (bringing it to 5 pages); at some point in the revision process you should 
incorporate your 2-page rhetorical analysis, resulting in a 7-page paper that provides an 
evaluative overview of the conversation, with sustained attention to one particular example. 
Upload and bring hard copy. 

• 6c, Final draft plus 300 word author’s note, uploaded to LEARN. 

Exercise 7: Final Portfolio and Author’s Statement (10%)  

Since your various drafts of each assignment are preserved on LEARN, the digital portfolio 
should consist of one clean copy of each final draft, each as a separate file in the “Final 
Portfolio” dropbox folder. At least two assignments should contain substantial revisions (based 
on our portfolio conferences), and a longer author’s note (2-3 double-spaced pages) should a) 
describe your experience and process from the beginning to end of term, and b) clearly point out 
what changes you have made giving page numbers if possible.  

 



 
 

Late Work  
As a general policy, I will accept late work if you notify me in advance and I grant an extension. 
I also make a priority of working with students who experience unforeseen problems, so 
definitely come talk to me if you need accommodation. 

Note for Students with Disabilities 
Please be aware that “disability” here is a broad category and includes things students sometimes 
don’t realize can be accommodated, from the cold and flu (with a VIF) to a range of mental 
health experiences. If you’re having trouble, know that you can definitely come and talk to me. 
The AccessAbility Services office, located on the first floor of the Needles Hall extension (NH 
1401), collaborates with all academic departments to arrange appropriate accommodations for 
students with disabilities without compromising the academic integrity of the curriculum. If you 
require academic accommodations to lessen the impact of your disability, please register with the 
AS office at the beginning of each academic term.   

Academic Integrity 
In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of the University of Waterloo are 
expected to promote honesty, trust, fairness, respect and responsibility. See the Office of 
Academic Integrity webpage for more information. 

Discipline 
A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity, to avoid committing 
academic offences, and to take responsibility for his/her actions. Check the Office of Academic 
Integrity for more information. A student who is unsure whether an action constitutes an offence, 
or who needs help in learning how to avoid offences (e.g., plagiarism, cheating) or about “rules” 
for group work/collaboration should seek guidance from the course professor, academic advisor, 
or the Undergraduate Associate Dean. When misconduct has been found to have occurred, 
disciplinary penalties will be imposed under Policy 71 – Student Discipline. For information on 
categories of offenses and types of penalties, students should refer to Policy 71 - Student 
Discipline. For typical penalties check Guidelines for the Assessment of Penalties. 

Grievance 
A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of his/her university life has been 
unfair or unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a grievance. Read Policy 70 - Student 
Petitions and Grievances, Section 4. When in doubt, please be certain to contact the department’s 
administrative assistant who will provide further assistance. 

Appeals:  
A decision made or penalty imposed under Policy 70 - Student Petitions and Grievances (other 
than a petition) or Policy 71 - Student Discipline may be appealed if there is a ground. A student 
who believes he/she has a ground for an appeal should refer to Policy 72 - Student Appeals. 
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