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Syllabus 
Introduction to Academic Writing 

(ENGL 109) 
 
General Information 
 
Section Number: 013 
Hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays 10:00 - 11:20 a.m.  
Location: EV3 3406 
Term: Fall 2018 
 
Instructor 
 
Bruce Dadey 
Office: Hagey Hall 257 
Email: badadey@uwaterloo.ca 
Phone: x32416 
Office Hours: Tuesday and Thursday 11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m., or by appointment 
 
Course Description and Objectives 
 
This course will teach you how to approach and examine subjects from an academic perspective and how to 
communicate your findings in an academic manner. It has the following objectives: 
 

• To help you to think critically and communicate effectively 
• To learn and practice a variety of strategies for inventing, drafting, and editing texts 
• To learn and practice writing in a variety of academic genres 
• To learn to read critically 
• To learn to write persuasively by effectively employing elements of formal argumentation 
• To help you give and receive useful feedback on writing for the purposes of revision 
• To learn and practice communicating to a variety of academic audiences. 

 
The best way to learn about writing is by writing, so you’ll be doing a lot of formal and informal writing in the class. 
 
Texts 
 
Ruszkiewicz, John J. How to Write Anything: A Guide and Reference (without readings). 3nd ed., Bedford/St. 

Martin’s, 2012. 
Graff, Gerald, and Cathy Birkenstein. They Say/I Say: The Moves that Matter in Academic Writing. 4th ed, Norton, 

2014. 
Online readings and resources accessible through the course LEARN site. 
 
Assignments 
 
Rhetorical analysis  20% 
Argument   25% 
Annotated Bibliography  10% 
Oral report   10% 
Report or Evaluation  30% 
Participation  5% 
 
Details of the assignments will be distributed during the course. 
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Course Policies 
 
Assignments and Class Procedures 
 
• Assignments are to be submitted to the appropriate LEARN drop box in PDF format. 
• Assignments which are late without good reason will be penalized at a rate of two percentage points for every 

week day late (10% per week). 
• Class discussion is a prominent part of the course, so students are expected to attend all classes and to come 

with the readings completed. In my lectures and in my questions to the class and individuals I will assume the 
assigned readings have been done. Students will lose 1% from the participation mark for each class missed. 

• We will often be using email to communicate with one another. All email communication will occur through 
your Waterloo account, which you should check regularly. 

 
Electronics 
 
Please mute your phones and do not answer them in class. If you have a genuine emergency for which your phone is 
needed during a particular class, contact me beforehand. Laptops and tablets are allowed for class-related purposes 
only. Use of devices for non-class-related purposes (surfing, email, chatting) or in a manner that is distracting to 
other students will lead to my requesting that you not bring your device to class. At some points in the class I may 
ask the class to shut their laptops. 
 
Cross-listed course 
 
Please note that a cross-listed course will count in all respective averages no matter under which rubric it has been 
taken. For example, a PHIL/PSCI cross-list will count in a Philosophy major average, even if the course was taken 
under the Political Science rubric. 
 
Academic Integrity 
 
Academic Integrity: In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of the University of Waterloo are 
expected to promote honesty, trust, fairness, respect and responsibility. 
 
Discipline: A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity, to avoid committing academic 
offences, and to take responsibility for his/her actions. A student who is unsure whether an action constitutes an 
offence, or who needs help in learning how to avoid offences (e.g., plagiarism, cheating) or about “rules” for group 
work/collaboration should seek guidance from the course professor, academic advisor, or the Undergraduate 
Associate Dean. When misconduct has been found to have occurred, disciplinary penalties will be imposed under 
Policy 71 – Student Discipline. For information on categories of offenses and types of penalties, students should 
refer to Policy 71 - Student Discipline. 
 
Grievance: A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of his/her university life has been unfair or 
unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a grievance. Read Policy 70 - Student Petitions and Grievances, 
Section 4. 
 
Appeals: A student may appeal the finding and/or penalty in a decision made under Policy 70 - Student Petitions and 
Grievances (other than regarding a petition) or Policy 71 - Student Discipline if a ground for an appeal can be 
established. Read Policy 72 - Student Appeals. 
 
Other sources of information for students: 
Academic Integrity website (Arts) 
Academic Integrity Office (UWaterloo) 
 

https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-71
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-71
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-70
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-70
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-72
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-72
https://uwaterloo.ca/arts/current-undergraduates/student-support/ethical-behaviour
https://uwaterloo.ca/arts/current-undergraduates/student-support/ethical-behaviour
https://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/
https://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/
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Accommodation for Students with Disabilities 
 
Note for students with disabilities: The AccessAbility Services office, located on the first floor of the Needles Hall 
extension, collaborates with all academic departments to arrange appropriate accommodations for students with 
disabilities without compromising the academic integrity of the curriculum. If you require academic 
accommodations to lessen the impact of your disability, please register with the AS office at the beginning of each 
academic term. 
 
Tentative Schedule 
 
HW = How to Write Anything, TS = They Say/I Say, L = LEARN 
 

 Week Dates Topic Readings and Assignments 
1 Sept. 4 No class 

Sept. 6 Introduction to the class Introductory assignment due Sept. 11 
2 Sept. 11 What is Academic Writing? 

Critical Thinking 
TS 1-16, 256-60;  HW 343-49 

Sept. 13 Critical Thinking/Reading HW 340-42, 451-59; TS 19-28; Toulmin,  Carr 
3 Sept. 18 Rhetorical Analysis, topic 

proposals 
HW 218-31, 440-41; Gopnik and Nugent 

Sept. 20 Rhetorical Analysis 2, 
summarizing and quoting 

TS 30-51; HW 466-69 
 

4 Sept. 25 Style HW 400-419; TS 117-30 
Proposal for rhetorical analysis due 

Sept. 27 Arguments  HW 66-91; Economist 
5 Oct. 2 Arguments 2 TS 53-74; Harris 

Oct. 4 Workshop Draft of rhetorical analysis due 
6 Oct. 9 Study Day 

Oct. 11 Brainstorming,  
Organization: Theses, 
Outlines, parts of a text 

HW 334-39, 362-65, 374-82, 391-97 
Rhetorical analysis due 

7 
 

Oct. 16 Library Workshop (DC 
1568) 

HW 442-46 
Argument proposal  due 

Oct. 18 “I Say 2” TS 77-99, 131-39 
 

8 
 

Oct. 23 Organization: Paragraphs, 
transitions 

HW 383-90; TS 101-14 

Oct. 25 Workshop Draft of argument due 
9 Oct. 30 Reports HW 36-38, 47-58, 272-81 

Nov. 1 Evaluations HW 100-17 
Argument due 

10 Nov. 6 Annotated Bibliography; 
Summarizing and 
Paraphrasing 

HW 266-70, 460-65 
Proposal for report or evaluation due 

Nov. 8 Documenting Sources HW 470-71 (using 472-511) 
11 Nov. 13 Oral Reports, graphics HW 322-30, 550-65 

Annotated Bibliography due 
Nov. 15 Usage HW 568-98 

12 Nov. 20 Presentations Presentations 
Nov. 22 Presentations Presentations 

13 Nov. 27 Usage 2, catch-up Presentation responses due 
Nov. 29 Workshop Draft of report or evaluation due (final version 

due Dec. 7) 

https://uwaterloo.ca/disability-services/
https://uwaterloo.ca/disability-services/
https://learn.uwaterloo.ca/d2l/le/content/412086/viewContent/2261418/View
https://learn.uwaterloo.ca/d2l/le/content/412086/viewContent/2261418/View
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2008/07/is-google-making-us-stupid/306868/
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2008/07/is-google-making-us-stupid/306868/
https://learn.uwaterloo.ca/d2l/le/content/412086/viewContent/2258427/View
https://learn.uwaterloo.ca/d2l/le/content/412086/viewContent/2258427/View
https://learn.uwaterloo.ca/d2l/le/content/412086/viewContent/2258430/View
https://learn.uwaterloo.ca/d2l/le/content/412086/viewContent/2258430/View
https://www.ted.com/talks/sam_harris_can_we_build_ai_without_losing_control_over_it/transcript
https://www.ted.com/talks/sam_harris_can_we_build_ai_without_losing_control_over_it/transcript
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