
1 
 

University of Waterloo 

Department of English 

ENGL 109-016 

Introduction to Academic Writing 

Fall 2019 

MWF 9:30 – 10:20, EV3 3408 

Land Acknowledgement 

We acknowledge that we live and work on the traditional territory of the Attawandaron (Neutral), 

Anishnaabeg, and Haudenosaunee peoples. The University of Waterloo is situated on the Haldimand 

Tract, land promised and given to Six Nations, which includes six miles on each side of the Grand River 

Instructor Information 

Instructor: Lindsay Meaning 
Office: EC1 (Games Institute, 1247F) 
Office Hours: Monday and Wednesday 1 – 3 PM, or by appointment 
Email: lmeaning@uwaterloo.ca 

Course Description 

The goal of ENGL 109 is to teach you foundational methods of thinking and writing that are applicable 

across all academic disciplines. In this course, you will learn to understand academic writing not just as 

an argument or analysis, but as a conversation with other scholars. In ENGL 109 we will treat writing as a 

process rather than an end result; this means that you will spend time learning to plan, outline, revise, 

and then revise your writing some more. You will also learn to collaborate with your peers in the 

revision process, practicing both giving and receiving constructive feedback on your writing as it 

develops from a rough to a polished draft. This course will encourage you to think reflectively about 

your experiences in academic writing, identifying your strengths and weaknessses, and developing 

strategies for growth as a writer and academic. 

Course Goals and Learning Outcomes 

• To help you to think critically and communicate effectively 

• To learn and practice a variety of strategies for inventing, drafting, and editing texts 

• To learn and practice writing in a variety of academic genres 

• To learn to read critically 

• To learn to write persuasively by effectively employing elements of formal argumentation 

• To help you give and receive useful feedback on writing for the purposes of revision 

• To learn and practice communicating to a variety of academic audiences 

Required Texts 

• Graff & Birkenstein. They Say/I Say: The Moves That Matter in Academic Writing, 4th ed. 2018. 

• Supplementary course readings posted to LEARN 
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Course Requirements and Assessment 

 
Major Assignments (45%) 

Due Date Weight 

    Critical Review Wednesday September 25 10% 
    Rhetorical Analysis Wednesday October 23 15% 
    Argumentative Essay Wednesday November 27 20% 
Minor Assignments (20%)   
    Analysis Outline Wednesday October 9 5% 
    Annotated Bibliography Monday November 11 5% 
    Writing Reflections (x 3) Sep. 30, Oct. 28, Dec. 2 10% 
Participation & Peer Review (20%)   
   Attendance & Participation  - 10% 
    Peer Review Participation & Group Evals. - 10% 
Final Portfolio & Reflection (15%) Wednesday December 11 15% 

Total  100% 
 

General Notes on Assignments 

Every assignment that you submit to the dropbox should be carefully revised and polished. Assignments 

should be written in Times New Roman, 12 point font, MLA format with 1 inch margin. Please submit 

assignments in .docx or .pdf format. 

For each major assignment, the class will engage in a peer review process. In the beginning of the 

semester, I will assign each of you to a peer review group of four. For each of the three major 

assignments, you will post a completed rough draft to the Peer Review discussion boards on LEARN on 

the Friday before the Peer Review Workshop. Before you arrive to class on the following Monday, you 

will read each of your group member’s draft essays and make notes on the aspects of their writing that 

you plan to address during the Review Workshop.  

Following are brief descriptions of each assignment in the course; full details and rubrics will be posted 

to LEARN. 

Major Assignments 

Critical Review (10%) 
2-3 Pages 

I will provide a selection of academic articles. You will choose one of these articles to read and evaluate, 

or find and choose an article of your own with my approval. You will then write a 2-3 page critical review 

which summarizes the major argument of the paper and assesses the effectiveness of its arguments, use 

of evidence, rhetorical strategies, and style. 
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Rhetorical Analysis (15%) 
4-5 Pages 

You will select a commercial advertisement of your choosing and perform a close reading of the ways in 

which it uses rhetoric to persuade its audience. You will then write a 4-5 page analysis that evaluates the 

effectiveness of its rhetorical strategies. 

Argumentative Essay (20%) 
5-6 Pages 

For this essay, you will choose a topic of current interest on which you are passionate or curious. You 

will then perform research and construct an argument concerning the topic, which will result in an 

academic argumentative essay of 5-6 pages. 

Minor Assignments 

Analysis Outline (5%) 
In preparation for writing your text analysis, you will submit a brief outline that describes your chosen 

advertisement and the arguments and evidence with which you will construct your analysis. 

Annotated Bibliography (5%) 
In preparation for writing your argumentative essay, you will write an annotated bibliography in which 

you present your thesis along with three sources that you will be using in your essay. For each source, 

you will briefly summarize its main argument and state how the source will be useful in constructing 

your own argument. 

 

Writing Reflections (10%) 

3 x 1-2 page 

After each major assignment, you will submit a 1-2 page reflection on your writing and revising process 

for that assignment. These reflections are more personal and less formal in tone than the major 

assignments you will write, but they should still be carefully revised and polished prior to submission. 

You will use these to reflect on your writing process by examining the challenges you faced, how you 

overcame them, what you learned about your own writing and the academic genre, as well as how you 

will use what you learned moving forwards. You will also discuss how the peer review process informed 

your final submission. 

Attendance, Participation & Peer Review (20%) 

Attendance & Participation (15%) 

Your attendance and participation mark is based on attendance taken at the beginning of each class, on 

your participation in class and group discussions, and on your completion and submission of minor in-

class writing exercises, of which there will average one per week. These minor excercises are to be 

completed in the class in which they are assigned, and submitted to me by paper or email at the end of 

the class. Please ensure that you bring paper or a notebook, as well as a pen or pencil, to each class 

session as they will often be required in completing minor writing exercises. Excellent participation 
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involves making thoughtful and relevant contributions to class discussions on a regular basis, as well as 

active and engaged participation in group exercises.  

Peer Review (5%) 

Your peer review mark is based on your posting to the LEARN Peer Review discussion boards a draft of 

each major assignment by the stated deadline, as well as on your participation in the peer review 

workshops. At the end of each workshop, students will submit a brief and confidential evaluation of 

their group member’s participation and feedback; these evaluations will be used to inform final peer 

review marks. 

Final Portfolio & Relection (15%) 

In your final portfolio, you will revise two major assignments of your choice, using not only the feedback 

that I have given you, but also your own evaluation of their strengths and weaknesses. You will then 

assemble the final revised assignments into a portfolio along with a 1-2 page reflection discussing the 

revisions you have chosen to make and your final thoughts on how your writing has improved over the 

term, what lessons you hope to take forward, and how you feel you could develop as a writer in the 

future. 

Course Outline 

Week Date Topic Reading Assignments Due 

1 Sept. 4 Introductions   

 Sept. 6 Understanding academic 
writing – purpose & 

audience 

TS/IS Introduction 
pp. 1-18 

 

2 Sept. 9 Identifying the 
components and structure 

of academic writing 

TS/IS Chapter One 
pp. 19-29 

 

 Sept. 11 Evaluating Academic 
Writing 

TS/IS Chapter 14 
pp. 176-186 

 

 Sept. 13 Writing Critical Reviews   

3 Sept. 16 Essay Writing Workshop Lamott, “Shitty First 
Drafts” (on LEARN) 

 

 Sept 18. Writing Summaries TS/IS Chapter Two 
pp. 30-42 

 

 Sept 20. Revising your work & 
giving effective peer 

feedback 

TS/IS Chapter 11 
pp. 141-161 

Critical Review drafts 
posted to discussion 
board by 11:55 PM 

4 Sept. 23 Peer Review Workshop   

 Sept. 25 Mechanics: Citation Styles  Critical Review 
Dropbox 11:55 PM 

 Sept. 27 Reflective Writing   

5 Sept. 30 What is rhetoric? Selections from 
Aristotle’s “Rhetoric” 
(on LEARN) 

Reflection #1 
Dropbox 11:55 PM 
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Week Date Topic Reading Assignments Due 

 Oct. 2 Close reading & analyzing 
rhetoric 

  

 Oct. 4 Evaluating rhetorical 
effectivness 

  

6 Oct. 7 Essay Structure & Effective 
Outlining 

  

 Oct. 9 Thesis Statements TS/IS Chapter 7 
pp. 91-100 

Analysis Outline 
Dropbox 11:55 PM 

 Oct. 11 Essay Writing Workshop   

Reading 
Week 

Oct. 14 NO CLASS  *Mid-Term Instructor 
Evaluation*(Google 
Form link provided) 

Oct. 16 NO CLASS   

Oct. 18 NO CLASS  Analysis drafts posted to 
discussion board by 

11:55 PM 

7 Oct. 21 Peer Review Workshop   

 Oct. 23 What is an argumentative 
essay? 

 Rhetorical Analysis 
Dropbox 11:55 PM 

 Oct. 25 Choosing a topic From Topics to 
Questions 
(on LEARN) 

 

8 Oct. 28 Academic Research  Reflection #2 
Dropbox 11:55 PM 

 Oct. 30 Evaluating sources Evaluating Sources 
(on LEARN) 

 

 Nov. 1 Writing an Annotated 
Bibliography 

  

9 Nov. 4 Working with sources TS/IS Chapter 3 & 5 
pp. 43-52, 67-76 

 

 Nov. 6 Mechanics: Common 
Grammatical Issues 

  

 Nov. 8 Integrating research into 
your argument 

TS/IS Chapter 4 
pp. 53-66 

 

10 Nov. 11 Writing Arguments Making Good 
Arguments 
 (on LEARN) 

Annotated Bibliography 
Dropbox 11:55 PM 

 Nov. 13 Opposing Arguments TS/IS Chapter 6 
pp. 77-90 

 

 Nov. 15 Writing Introductions & 
Conclusions 

  

11 Nov. 18 Essay Writing Workshop   

 Nov. 20 Writing Transitions   
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Week Date Topic Reading Assignments Due 

 Nov. 22 Mechanics: Flow and Style TS/IS Chapters 8 & 9 
pp. 101-130 

Essay draft posted to 
LEARN discussion board 

– 11:55 PM 

12 Nov. 25 Peer Review Workshop   

 Nov. 27 Identifying logical fallacies 
in writing 

 Argumentative Essay 
Dropbox – 11:55 PM 

 Nov. 29 Answering Writing F.A.Qs   

Final 
Week 

Dec. 2 Wrap Up & Portfolio 
Discussion 

 Reflection #3 
Dropbox 11:55 PM 

- Dec. 11 - - Final Portfolio & 
Reflection 

Dropbox 11:55 PM 

Late Work  

Late submissions will be penalized 2% per day. All four of the major assignments must be submitted in 

order to pass the course. Extensions may be given on an individual basis and may require 

documentation; please contact me as far in advance as possible if you require an extension. 

Electronic Device Policy 

Laptops and other electronic devices, including phones and tablets, are permitted for taking notes and 

supporting your learning in the classroom. If you plan use your device for purposes that are non-

academic, I would ask that you sit in the back of the classroom so as not to distract the students around 

you. If your use of electronic devices is distracting the rest of the class, I will ask you to put away your 

device. 

Attendance Policy 

Students should attend every class having completed any necessary work or readings and prepared to 

engage in discussion. Attendance on peer review workshop days is particularly important, and you 

should ensure that you are present at each one. Missing more than two classes, or one peer review 

session, will have a negative impact on your participation grades. If you must miss a peer review 

workshop, please contact me ahead of time so that we can make arrangements for you to participate in 

an alternate fashion. 

Institutional-required statements for undergraduate course outlines approved by 

Senate Undergraduate Council, April 14, 2009  

Cross-listed course  
Please note that a cross-listed course will count in all respective averages no matter under which rubric 
it has been taken. For example, a PHIL/PSCI cross-list will count in a Philosophy major average, even if 
the course was taken under the Political Science rubric.  

Academic Integrity  
 
Academic Integrity: In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of the University of 
Waterloo are expected to promote honesty, trust, fairness, respect and responsibility.  
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Discipline: A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity, to avoid committing 
academic offences, and to take responsibility for his/her actions. A student who is unsure whether an 
action constitutes an offence, or who needs help in learning how to avoid offences (e.g., plagiarism, 
cheating) or about “rules” for group work/collaboration should seek guidance from the course 
professor, academic advisor, or the Undergraduate Associate Dean. When misconduct has been found 
to have occurred, disciplinary penalties will be imposed under Policy 71 – Student Discipline. For 
information on categories of offenses and types of penalties, students should refer to Policy 71 - Student 
Discipline.  
 
Grievance: A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of his/her university life has 
been unfair or unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a grievance. Read Policy 70 - Student 
Petitions and Grievances, Section 4.  
 
Appeals: A student may appeal the finding and/or penalty in a decision made under Policy 70 - Student 
Petitions and Grievances (other than regarding a petition) or Policy 71 - Student Discipline if a ground for 
an appeal can be established. Read Policy 72 - Student Appeals.  

 

Other sources of information for students  
Academic integrity (Arts) Academic Integrity Office (uWaterloo)  

Accommodation for Students with Disabilities 
 
Note for students with disabilities: The AccessAbility Services office, located in Needles Hall Room 
1132, collaborates with all academic departments to arrange appropriate accommodations for students 
with disabilities without compromising the academic integrity of the curriculum. If you require academic 
accommodations to lessen the impact of your disability, please register with the AS office at the 
beginning of each academic term.  
 

Mental Health Support 
All of us need a support system. The faculty and staff in Arts encourage students to seek out mental 
health supports if they are needed. 
 
On Campus 

• Counselling Services: counselling.services@uwaterloo.ca / 519-888-4567 xt 32655 

• MATES: one-to-one peer support program offered by Federation of Students (FEDS) and 
Counselling Services 

• Health Services Emergency service: located across the creek from the Student Life Centre 
Off Campus 

• Good2Talk: Free confidential help line for post-secondary students. Phone: 1-866-925-5454 

• Grand River Hospital: Emergency care for mental health crisis. Phone: 519-749-433 ext. 6880 

• Here 24/7: Mental Health and Crisis Service Team. Phone: 1-844-437-3247 

• OK2BME: set of support services for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender or questioning teens in 
Waterloo. Phone: 519-884-0000 ext. 213 

 
Download UWaterloo and regional mental health resources (PDF) 
 

https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-71
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-71
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-70
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-70
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-72
https://uwaterloo.ca/arts/ethical-behavior
https://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/
https://uwaterloo.ca/disability-services/
https://feds.ca/feds-services/uw-mates
https://good2talk.ca/
http://here247.ca/
https://ok2bme.ca/
https://uwaterloo.ca/arts/sites/ca.arts/files/uploads/files/counselling_services_overview_002.pdf
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Download the WatSafe app to your phone to quickly access mental health support information. 
 

https://uwaterloo.ca/watsafe/

