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Introduction to Academic Writing 
 

ENGL 109, Section 020 
EV3 3408, M/W 2:30 p.m.-3:50 p.m. 

 
Instructor: Professor Lacey Beer 

Office: PAS 1284 
Office Hours: Starbucks (AHS), Wednesdays 4:15-6:15 p.m.  

Email: l2beer@uwaterloo.ca 
 
Course Description: 
 
Course Objectives: 

• To help you to think critically and communicate effectively 
• To learn and practice a variety of strategies for inventing, drafting, and 

editing texts 
• To learn and practice writing in a variety of academic genres 
• To learn to read critically 
• To learn to write persuasively by effectively employing elements of formal 

argumentation 
• To help you give and receive useful feedback on writing for the purposes of 

revision 
• To learn and practice communicating to a variety of academic audiences 

 
Required Texts (Available via. The UW Bookstore): 
 
Ruskiewicz, John J. and Jay Dolmage. How to Write Anything: A Guide and  
     Reference with Readings. 3rd edition. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2015.  
     Print. 
Atwood, Margaret. Moral Disorder. Toronto: McClelland & Stewart, 2006. Print.  
 
 

Course Calendar: 
 

Date Readings and Assignments In-Class 
Activities 

Week 1 
 
Sept. 10/18 
 

Navigate the classroom, books, and course 
reserves (library). 
Review course syllabus 
LEARN site  
 

Bingo 
Introductions 
 
Recipe Cards 
 
General 
discussion about 
discipline-
specific writing 
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Discussion 
about tweeting 
genre and 
exercise 

 Sept. 12/18 Literacy Narratives 
-Read “Writing a Literacy Narrative” 
(https://www.wwnorton.com/college/english/wr
ite/fieldguide/writing_guides.asp#06 ) 
-Read Chapter1: Narratives (p.p. 4-35) 
-Draft a tweet about a book, person, or experience 
that has shaped your literacy learning. 
 

Discussion of 
Chapter 1 and 
other readings 
 
Share tweets 

Week 2 
 
Unit 1: 
Literacy 
Narrative 
 
Sept. 17/18 

Examples of Literacy Narratives 
-Read Chapter 62: Narrative: Readings (p.p. 602-
645) 
 

Discussion of 
Chapter 62  
 
Timeline (put 
your literacy 
learning on a 
map) 

Sept. 19/18 - Read A. Suresh Canagarajah’s literacy 
autobiography titled “The Fortunate Traveler: 
Shuttling between Communities and Literacies by 
Economy Class” (2001) 
- Complete your timeline 

Share Your 
Timeline in 
Groups 
 
Class Discussion 
of Timeline 
Highlights  and 
relevance to 
tweets 
 
Paraphrase 
Group activity: 
Canagarajah’s 
literacy 
autobiography 
 

Week 3 
 
Sept. 24/18 

- Revisiting Canagarajah’s literacy autobiography 
or “Persepolis,” retell a central anecdote as a 
short, short story (no more than 300 words) or a 
3-panel comic, respectively, and bring it to class. 

Discussion of 
visual narrative 
 
Share comics 
and short, short 
stories (flash 
fiction) 
 

https://www.wwnorton.com/college/english/write/fieldguide/writing_guides.asp#06
https://www.wwnorton.com/college/english/write/fieldguide/writing_guides.asp#06
https://www.wwnorton.com/college/english/write/fieldguide/writing_guides.asp#06
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Intellectual 
Property 
Workshop 

Sept. 26/18 - Revise your tweet into a thank-you letter that 
addresses a person or institution at the centre of a 
positive literacy learning experience. Draw on 
your timeline where possible. 
-Read Chapter 36: Peer Editing (p.p. 428-433) 
 

Introduction to 
providing peer 
feedback  
 
Discussion of 
Literacy 
Narrative 
Assignment 

Week 4 
 
Oct. 1/18 

- Revise your letter into a narrative. Draw on 
relevant highlights from your timeline where 
possible. 
-Read Chapter 35: Revising Your Own Work (p.p. 
422-427) 
- Bring four copies of your narrative to class. 
 

Peer Review 
Session 1 

Oct. 3/18 -Final draft of Narrative due 
 

Reflective 
Memos on First 
Assignment 
 
Self-evaluation 
(using rubric) 

Week 5 
 
Unit 2:  
Rhetorical 
Analysis 
 
Oct. 8/18 

 - Read Chapter 8: Rhetorical Analyses (p.p. 218-
249) 
-Browse advertisements, speeches, or cultural 
images for analysis and warm-up activity 

Thanksgiving 
Holiday – NO 
CLASS 

Oct.10/18 FALL BREAK – NO CLASS  
Friday, 
Oct.12/18 
 
Make-Up 
Class – Oct. 
12 follows a 
Wednesday 
schedule 
university-
wide) – Visit 

Rhetorical analysis warm-up: write a 300-word 
analysis on an ad that you will NOT be using for 
your rhetorical analysis 

Discussion of 
Rhetorical 
Analysis 
 
Ad, Speech and 
Cultural Image 
Sharing 
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https://uwa
terloo.ca/re
gistrar/imp
ortant-
dates/2018-
2019 
for details 

Class Analysis of 
Heinz Ketchup 
Ad 
 

Week 6 
 
Oct. 15/18 

- Draft rhetorical analysis and review Chapter 19 
(“Brainstorming”) and consult Chapter 20 (“Smart 
Reading”) 

Group Analyses 
of Magazine Ads 
 
T.V. Ads Class 
Viewing and 
Discussion 
 
Group workshop 
of Potential 
Topics 

Oct. 17/18 Draft Rhetorical Analysis Peer Review 
Session 2 

Week 7 
 
Oct. 22/18 
 
 

Review Peer comments and revise  
Read “Shaping and Drafting” (Chapters 24-31, 
p.p.362-397) 

Thesis Writing 
Workshop 
 
Essay Writing 
Skills 

Unit 3: 
Literary 
Analysis 
 
Oct. 24/18 

- Read Chapter 7: Literary Analyses (p.p. 184-217) 
- Final draft of Rhetorical Analysis due 

Discussion of 
Literary 
Analysis 

Week 8 
 
Oct. 29/18 

Read Margaret Atwood’s  “Happy Endings” 
Read Margaret Atwood’s Moral Disorder 

Group 
Annotation of  
“Happy Endings” 

https://uwaterloo.ca/registrar/important-dates/2018-2019
https://uwaterloo.ca/registrar/important-dates/2018-2019
https://uwaterloo.ca/registrar/important-dates/2018-2019
https://uwaterloo.ca/registrar/important-dates/2018-2019
https://uwaterloo.ca/registrar/important-dates/2018-2019
https://uwaterloo.ca/registrar/important-dates/2018-2019
https://uwaterloo.ca/registrar/important-dates/2018-2019
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Oct. 31/18 Research  
- Read Chapters 37-39 (p.p. 436 – 450) 
 
-Bring a printed copy of your chosen short story 
from Moral Disorder with your annotations 

Library 
Workshop 
 
Group 
discussion of 
annotations: 
identifying 
features of a 
text; making 
arguments 
about texts 

Week 9 
 
Nov. 5/18 

Sources 
- Read Chapters 40-46 (p.p. 451-511) 

Citations in MLA 

Nov. 7/18 
 
 

Write a Literary Analysis on your chosen short 
story from Moral Disorder 

Peer Review 
Session 3 

Week 10 
 
Unit 4: 
Argument 
 
Nov. 12/18 

Final draft of Literary Analysis due 
 
Read Chapter 3 (“Arguments” p.p. 66-99) 

Discussion of  
Arguments 
 
 

Nov. 14/18 
 
 

Read Chapter 2 (“Reports” p.p. 36-65) 
Read Chapter 11 (“Annotated Bibliographies” p.p. 
266-271) 
 
Choose a topic of interest and write a short 
Annotated Bibliography with 2-3 annotations 

Discussion of 
research, 
sharing of topics 
and annotations, 
sign up for 
portfolio 
conferences 

Week 11 
 
Nov. 19/18 

Turn your Annotated Bibliography into a draft of 
a Report 

Peer Review 
Session 4 
(reports only); 
instructor 
feedback on 
bibliography 
drafts 
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Nov. 21/18 Revise Portfolio No Class – 
Portfolio 
Individual 
Conferences 

Week 12 
 
Nov. 26/18 

Revise Portfolio 
 
Final Report due 

No Class – 
Portfolio 
Individual 
Conferences 

Nov. 28/18 Last Class: Portfolio due Wrap-Up 
Discussion 
 
Celebration 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Responses and Evaluation 

 
This course places a lot of emphasis on developing your written communication 
skills. Therefore, you are encouraged to revise all of the four major 
assignments: your literacy narrative, rhetorical analysis, literary analysis, and 
research report. You will be provided with extensive feedback on each of these 
core evaluations to engage what leading translingual scholar Suresh A. Canagarajah 
calls a “dialogical pedagogy” whereby students partake in meaningful discussions 
about their work with their instructor (Translingual Practice 133). You will also be 
provided with the opportunity to resubmit one of the four major assignments and 
two of the short writing assignments.  Resubmissions must be received within one 
week of the return date (for the original assignment). Initially, tentative grades will 
be assigned; however, revised final grades (or, the higher of the two grades) will 
replace tentative grades upon resubmission. In order to optimize productivity and 
reevaluation, resubmissions must be accompanied by an abbreviated list of changes 
that addresses instructor comments and concerns. 
 
You will also be evaluated on a few short writing assignments (about two per unit).  
If this work is completed satisfactorily, you will receive a high grade.  Doing this 
work also prepares you to do well on your longer writing assignments.  
 
Participation is assessed based not only on attendance, but also on your investment 
in class activities and discussion, and your ability to respect and work well with 
others.  You are expected to write a lot, and to engage in group-work and 
discussions, even during lectures.   
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The final portfolio will include your three best papers, revised; your five strongest 
and most important short-writing assignments; and other evidence of your learning, 
including reflective writing, rough work, and other elements that map your writing 
process. 
 
Final Portfolio         75% 
Short Writing Assignments        10% 
Participation          15% 
 
English 109 uses only letter grades, not percentages.  This is the conversion 
scale for letter grades: 
 

A+ 95 
A 89 
A- 83 
B+ 78 
B 75 
B- 72 
C+ 68 
C 65 
C- 62 
F 0 

 
Your participation grade will be based on the following criteria: 
 

A Superior participation shows initiative and excellence in written and verbal work. The student helps to create more 
effective discussions and workshops through his/her verbal, electronic, and written contributions. Reading and writing 
assignments are always completed on time and with attention to detail. In workshop or conferences, suggestions to 
group members are tactful, thorough, specific, and often provide other student writers with a new perspective or 
insight. 

B Strong participation demonstrates active engagement in written and verbal work. The student plays an active role in 
the classroom but does not always add new insight to the discussion at hand. Reading and writing assignments are 
always completed on time and with attention to detail. In workshop or conferences, suggestions to group members 
are tactful, specific, and helpful. 

C Satisfactory participation demonstrates consistent, satisfactory written and verbal work. Overall, the student is 
prepared for class, completes assigned readings and writings, and contributes to small group workshops and large 
class discussions. Reading and writing assignments are completed on time. In workshop or conferences, suggestions 
to group members are tactful and prompt, but could benefit from more attentive reading and/or specific detail when 
giving comments. 

D Weak participation demonstrates inconsistent written and verbal work. The student may be late to class, unprepared 
for class, and may contribute infrequently or unproductively to classroom discussions or small group workshops. 
Reading and writing assignments are not turned in or are insufficient. In workshops or conferences, suggestions to 
group members may be missing, disrespectful, or far too brief and general to be of help. 
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F Unacceptable participation shows ineffectual written and verbal work. The student may be excessively late, regularly 
unprepared, and not able to contribute to classroom discussions or small group workshops. This student may be 
disruptive. Students who miss more than two classes (lectures or workshops) are in danger of failing 
participation. 

 
Your short-writing grade will be based on the following criteria: 
 

A All assignments were completed and submitted on time.  The writing is well-developed, original, and succeeds in 
mastering new techniques and knowledge. The writing shows risks that work. 

B The writing has been done with considerable care and attention. It is developed and detailed.  All assignments were 
completed and submitted on time.  

C The writing is acceptable. The student needs to spend more time or thought on the assignment. One or more 
assignments were not completed or submitted on time. 

D The writing is unacceptable. It may be unfinished, inappropriate to the assignment, or written in class. One or more 
assignments were not completed or submitted on time. 

F The student did not turn in any writing. (Please note: Late assignments are unacceptable.) 

 
The following is a list of the short-writing assignments we will do in this class.  
You will choose five of these short-writes to include in your final portfolio: 
Tweet 
Timeline 
Thank-You Letter 
Short, Short Story or Comic 
Rhetorical Analysis Warm-Up 
Annotated Short Story 
Annotated Bibliography 
 
Your final portfolio grade will be based on the following criteria: 
 

A Superior portfolios will demonstrate originality and rhetorical sophistication that go beyond the requirements. A 
portfolio at this level is composed of well-edited texts of different genres that consistently show a clear, connected 
sense of audience, purpose, and development. The writer is able to analyze his or her own writing, reflect on it, and 
revise/rewrite accordingly. The student understands what their strengths and weaknesses are, and what challenges 
lie ahead in their academic writing career.  The portfolio takes risks that work. 

B In strong portfolios, the writing succeeds in meeting its rhetorical goals in terms of audience, purpose, and genre 
conventions without need for further major revisions of purpose, development, audience, or writing style/mechanics. 
The writer is able to reflect on his or her own writing and make some choices about revision. The student understands 
what their strengths and weaknesses are, and what challenges lie ahead in their academic writing career.  The writer 
takes risks, although they may not all be successful. 

C Satisfactory portfolios meet the basic requirements, yet the writing would benefit from further revisions of purpose, 
development, audience, or writing style/mechanics (or some combination) and a stronger understanding of rhetorical 
decision-making. The writer composes across tasks at varying levels of success with some superficial revision. The 
student shows some understanding of academic writing.  The writer has taken some risks in writing and exhibits some 
style. 

D Weak portfolios do not fully meet the basic evaluative standards. Most texts are brief and underdeveloped. These 
texts show a composing process that is not yet elaborated or reflective of rhetorical understanding. Texts generally 
require extensive revisions to address problems with purpose, development, audience, and/or writing style and 
mechanics.  The student is not prepared to succeed as a University-level writer. 
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F Unacceptable portfolios exhibit pervasive problems with purpose, development, audience, or writing style/mechanics 
that interfere with meaning and readers’ understanding. Unacceptable portfolios are often incomplete. A portfolio will 
also earn an F if it does not represent the writer’s own original work. Any student who fails to submit one of the 
major assignments will fail the final portfolio. 

 
There will be no exam in this class.  Portfolios will be returned by the end of the exam 
period. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Course Policies 
 
Communication: I encourage you to contact me with any course-related or personal 
questions by email at l2beer@uwaterloo.ca. Please use your UW email account for the 

mailto:l2beer@uwaterloo.ca
mailto:l2beer@uwaterloo.ca
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purposes of communication. I aim to respond to your emails within 48 hours, with the 
exception of weekends. I ask that you review the course syllabus and other assignment 
instructions carefully before sending any clarifying questions. Emails should be succinct, 
respectful, and professional. Missed course material should be retrieved through fellow 
classmates. I WILL NOT provide copies of slides or lecture notes. For serious matters 
(e.g. negotiating a deadline, discussing an assignment or grade, requesting an extension), 
you should arrange an appointment. 
 
Formatting of Written Assignments and Works Cited: Assignments must follow 
MLA style. Please consult the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, Eighth 
Edition (New York: MLA, 2016) and the OWL Purdue website at 
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/ for further details. 
 
Assignment Return: My normal turn-around time for assignments is 1-2 weeks. Late 
papers will abide by the same principle. 
 
Grading: See “Responses and Evaluation” above. 
 
Late Assignments and Extensions: Late assignments will be penalized 3% per day, 
including weekends, up to a maximum of one week past the deadline. Papers submitted 
after that time span will receive a zero. Extensions are only permissible under extenuating 
circumstances.  In the case of illness, medical documentation must be provided (i.e. a 
doctor’s note). Requests for extension should, preferably, be filed in advance (i.e. 48 
hours if possible) and in person during office hours. Final portfolios will not be accepted 
after December 7, 2018. 
 
Submission Guidelines: Essays must be submitted in paper format and a electronic copy 
must also be sent to my UW email by the due date. It is your responsibility to ensure that 
your essay reaches me in a timely fashion. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Divisional Policies 
 
The Faculty of Arts at the University of Waterloo requires that the following information 
be included in the course outline: 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/
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Academic Integrity: In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of the 
University of Waterloo are expected to promote honesty, trust, fairness, respect, and 
responsibility. One of UW’s mottos is “work. study. play. with integrity.” Please visit 
https://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/ to learn more about academic integrity and also 
visit http://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-
guidelines/policy-71 for more details on Policy 71. 
 
Grievance: A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of his/her 
university life has been unfair or unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a 
grievance. Read policy 70 – Student Petitions and Grievances, Section 4, 
http://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-70 
 
Appeals: A student may appeal the finding and/or penalty in a decision made under 
Policy 70 – Student Petitions and Grievances (other than regarding a petition) or Policy 
71 – Student Discipline if a ground for an appeal can be established. Read Policy 72 – 
Student Appeals: http://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-
guidelines/policy-72 
 
Accommodation for Students with Disabilities: 
 
Note for students with disabilities: The Office for Persons with Disabilities (OPD), 
located in Needles Hall, Room 1132, collaborates with all academic departments to 
arrange appropriate accommodations for students with disabilities without compromising 
the academic integrity of the curriculum. If you require academic accommodations to 
lessen the impact of your disability, please register with the OPD at the beginning of each 
academic term. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/
https://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/
http://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-71
http://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-71
http://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-71
http://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-70
http://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-70
http://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-72
http://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-72
http://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-72

