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ENGL 109 — INTRODUCTION TO ACADEMIC WRITING 
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CONTACT INFORMATION 
Instructor: Christopher Giannakopoulos 
Office: PAS 2217 | Office Hours: Mon./Wed. 3:00-3:50pm  
e: cgiannak@uwaterloo.ca 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

Academic writing refers to the genres of  formal composition: in the English discipline, research articles, 
essays, theses, and literature reviews are primary examples. Although this description is useful for describing 
some forms of  academic writing in a single field, our definition is far from sufficient. English 109 gives us the 
opportunity to rethink our definition by exploring how various kinds of  academic writing use conventions of  
style, argument, and form in different ways: by producing writing that engages a number of  academic 
genres, we will use this course not only to improve our writing for our own professional purposes, but also to 
question what constitutes genre as well as how genre is liable to change with each act of  writing. 

COURSE TEXTS 

Our course text is available at the UW Bookstore in South Campus Hall. Students are required to 
purchase the text They Say/I Say: The Moves that Matter in Academic Writing (4th ed.) and bring it to each class. 
Individual articles (bolded “A” below) will be posted to LEARN one week prior to their discussion in class. 

READINGS 

Each meeting we will discuss assigned readings and will use our class time to deepen our understanding of  
academic writing, rhetoric, composition, genre, and peer review. Readings are organized according to the 
theme of  the final assignments for each unit: analysis, argumentation, and evaluation. You’ll find that 
readings from any unit in the course are applicable to others—this is to ensure that by the end of  the course, 
you’ll have familiarized yourself  with a body of  work, a compendium of  resources for further study.   
	 The expectation is that each week all students will arrive to class having thoroughly read the assigned 
texts. The readings are not intended to be long, and as such you should plan to read each text over at least 
more than once, slowly and carefully, always thinking along the lines of  concepts, content, and contexts. Our 
classes will usually be structured in two halves—the first part will involve a review/open discussion of  the 
day’s reading, and the second half  will be dedicated to understanding how to apply new concepts to our 
writing. Seminars will also be a common opportunity to learn new research and writing skills—while 
readings for these days are not always assigned, you should be prepared to connect concepts from previous 
days to our class discussion. 

COURSE OBJECTIVES 
- To think critically and communicate effectively 
- To learn and practice a variety of  strategies for inventing, drafting, and editing texts 
- To learn and practice writing in a variety of  academic genres 
- To learn to read critically 
- To learn to write persuasively by effectively employing elements of  formal argumentation 
- To give and receive useful feedback on writing for the purposes of  revision 
- To learn and practice communicating to a variety of  academic audiences 



ASSESSMENTS 

Rhetorical Analysis	 …20% 
Argument Analysis	 …20% 
Annotated Bibliography	…15% 
Oral Report	 	 …10% 
Evaluation Essay	 …30% 
Participation	 	 …5% 

  Assignment 1: Rhetorical Analysis (20%—max. 1250 wds.) Due: September 23 
For this assignment, you will choose either a written, image, or video-based text and will define and discuss
—using terms and concepts covered in class—the rhetorical structures it uses. Try to focus on how the 
organization of  the text makes it—or does not make it—a persuasive form of  media. You are to think 
carefully about your choice of  media and you should not use outside sources to develop your argument.  

  Assignment 2: Argument Essay (20%—max. 1500 wds.) Due: October 21 
For this assignment, you will develop an argumentative position in response to a broad question from a list 
which I will provide. Your argument essay, unlike your rhetorical analysis, should develop and defend a 
position about your topic. For this essay, you are expected to use your knowledge of  rhetorical appeals and 
argumentation to defend your topic from a defined position while anticipating counter-positions. 

  Assignment 3: Annotated Bibliography (15%—max. 1250 wds.) Due: November 4 
In preparation for your Evaluation Essay, you will produce an annotated bibliography, which is simply a 
synopsis of  existing research on a particular topic. After choosing a research question, you will use UW’s 
library resources to write bibliographic entries for no more than three or four scholarly sources that speak 
directly to your selected question. Do not try to preemptively choose sources that support your position - 
this assignment is for reporting on existing research before taking a critical position on it. 
   
  Assignment 4: Oral Report (10%—max. 7 mins) Presentations November 6, 11, 13 
For this assignment, you will independently choose a piece of  writing either from popular, informational, 
or scholarly sources and will present on the defining features of  its genre and its argumentative methods. 
You should offer evidence for how one might classify the text you’ve chosen by explaining how the work is 
structured. Use ideas discussed in the course and provide commentary on how its language, structure, or 
textual features produce an intended (or unintended) effect or reveal an authorial bias behind the writing. 

  Assignment 5: Evaluation Essay (30%—max. 2000 wds). Due: December 2 
For this assignment, you will write an evaluative essay comparing and contrasting the academic positions 
you reported on in your annotated bibliography. For this essay, however, you will be expected to take your 
own position while using secondary sources to support your arguments. You should also refer to course 
readings as heuristic examples for organizing your work - this essay should not only evaluate positions on 
contemporary topics, but should also consider how the conventions of  genre—and in this case of  your 
choices in writing—condition your arguments, supporting premises, and potential reception of  your ideas.  

  Participation (5%, ongoing) 
Your participation in this course is integral to our success as professional colleagues—your responsibilities 
include arriving to each class prepared to discuss the topics of  the day, as well as respecting the views of  
our peers and actively communicating when opportunities are presented. Active participation involves 
paying attention in class, listening to peers and engaging with their ideas, and offering thoughts that don’t 
demur from the topic at hand. Satisfactory communication is the bare minimum expectation (offering 
limited observations/thoughts); unsatisfactory communication is detracting from class conversation, either 
through distraction (using social media during class time, distracting cell use) or simply by being disruptive. 

* Last Day to Submit all Course Assignments: 2 December * 
(Assignments submitted after Dec. 2 will not be returned to you.)



MEETINGS 

Week Date Topic Readings/Themes

1 Sept 4 Introduction to Course ——

2 Sept 9 What is Academic Writing? Hyland: “Genre and Academic Writing in the Disciplines” (A)

Sept 11 Critical Thinking/Reading Rose: “Semiology” in Visual Methodologies (Ch. 5) (A)

3 Sept 16 Rhetorical Appeals Killingsworth: “A General Introduction to Rhetorical 
Appeals” (A)

Sept 18 Peer Review Seminar: Basics of  Peer-Review

4 Sept 23 Authorial Intent They Say/I Say: “What’s Motivating This Writer?” (173-83) 
Advertisement Analysis Essay Due (20%)

Sept 25 Quotation/Summary They Say/I Say: “Her Point Is” (30-41); and 
They Say/I Say: “As He Himself  Puts It” (42-51)

5 Sept 30 Argumentation Fahnestock: “Figures of  Argument” (A)

Oct 2 Argumentation Continued Toulmin: “The Layout of  Arguments” (A) 
Seminar: Using the Toulmin Model

6 Oct 7 Applications of  Argument Wolfe: “Argumentation Across the Curriculum” (A)

Oct 9 Peer Review Seminar: Reviewing Argumentation

7 Oct 14 - 18 Reading Week - No Classes

8 Oct 21 Annotated Bibliographies Seminar: How to Structure an Annotated Bibliography 
Argument Essay Due (20%)

Oct 23 Digital Methods Seminar: Digital Resources for Annotated Bibliographies

9 Oct 28 Genre: Evaluation Seminar: Topic Selection

Oct 30 No Meeting —— 
Annotated Bibliography Due (15%) (submit by email)

10 Nov 4 Identifying Moves Seminar: Using Swales to Identify Moves in Writing (A)

Nov 6 Presentations Oral Reports (10%)

11 Nov 11 Presentations Oral Reports (10%)

Nov 13 Presentations Oral Reports (10%)

12 Nov 18 Writing (in) the Sciences Fahnestock: “Preserving the Figure” (A) 
Seminar: Analyzing Science Research

Nov 20 Writing (in) the Humanities Seminar: Analyzing Humanities Research

13 Nov 25 Writing Across Genres Miller: “Genre as Social Action” (A)

Nov 27 Peer Review Evaluation Essay Peer Review

14 Dec 2 Closing Remarks Evaluation Essay Due (30%)



CORRESPONDENCE 

Please use email for short questions or clarifications only. If  you would like to meet to discuss your work, 
or to ask about ideas, course materials, or assignments, please see me during office hours or make an 
appointment to see me outside of  regular time. I will make an effort to respond to email as I am able to, 
though it is common practice to expect a formal reply to your queries within 24 hours between Monday 
and Friday. Please understand that last-minute questions are unlikely to produce timely responses.  
Please format subject lines as such: <COURSE CODE, Lastname, Firstname: Subject> 

COURSE POLICY ON LATE ASSIGNMENTS AND REWRITES 
   
Assignments submitted anytime after syllabus-prescribed times will be penalized 5% per day, including 
weekend days. Extensions on assignments are unlikely to be granted, notwithstanding those reasons 
outlined in the UW Policy Regarding Illness and Missed Tests. Outside of  cases of  academic misconduct, 
a failing essay may be reattempted once—after consultation with me—to raise the mark to a pass (50%) if  
achieved. Otherwise, rewrites or resubmissions of  graded work will not be permitted.    

UW POLICY REGARDING ILLNESS AND MISSED TESTS 
The University of  Waterloo Examination Regulations (www.registrar.uwaterloo.ca/exams/ExamRegs.pdf) state that:  
- A medical certificate presented in support of  an official petition for relief  from normal academic 
requirements must provide all of  the information requested on the “University of  Waterloo Verification of  
Illness” form or it will not be accepted. This form can be obtained from Health Services or at uwaterloo.ca/
health-services/student-medical-clinic/services/verification- illness.  
- If  a student has a test/examination deferred due to acceptable medical evidence, he/she normally will write 
the test/examination at a mutually convenient time, to be determined by the course instructor.  
- The University acknowledges that, due to the pluralistic nature of  the University community, some students 
may on religious grounds require alternative times to write tests and examinations.  
- Elective arrangements (such as travel plans) are not considered acceptable grounds for granting an 

alternative examination time. 

OTHER INFORMATION 

Academic Integrity: In order to maintain a culture of  academic integrity, members of  the University of  
Waterloo and its Federated University and Affiliated Colleges are expected to promote honesty, trust, fairness, 
respect and responsibility.  

Discipline: All students registered in courses at UW are expected to know what constitutes academic integrity, 
to avoid committing academic offences, and to take responsibility for their actions. A student who is unsure 
whether an action constitutes an offence, or who needs help in learning how to avoid offences (e.g., plagiarism, 
cheating) or about “rules” for group work/collaboration should seek guidance from the course professor, 
academic advisor, or the Associate Dean. When misconduct has been found to have occurred, disciplinary 
penalties will be imposed under UW Academic Discipline Policy and UW Policy 71 – Student Discipline. 

Academic Integrity website (Arts): http://arts.uwaterloo.ca/arts/ugrad/academic_responsibility.html 

Academic Integrity Office (UW): http://uwaterloo.ca/academicintegrity/ 

Note for students with disabilities: The AccessAbility Services (AS) Office, located in Needles Hall, Room 
1132, collaborates with all academic departments to arrange appropriate accommodations for students with 
disabilities without compromising the academic integrity of  the curriculum. If  you require academic 
accommodations to lessen the impact of  your disability, please register with the AS Office at the beginning of  
each academic term. 



GRIEVANCES & APPEALS 

Grievance: A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of  his/her university life has been 
unfair or unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a grievance. Read  “https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/
policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-70 ”Policy 70 - Student Petitions and Grievances, Section 4.  

Appeals: A student may appeal the finding and/or penalty in a decision made under Policy 70 - Student 
Petitions and Grievances (other than regarding a petition) or Policy 71 - Student Discipline if  a ground for an 
appeal can be established. Read “https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-72” 
Policy 72 - Student Appeals.  

https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-70
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-70

