
ENGL109: Introduction to Academic Writing 

Autumn 2011 

 

Classes: Wednesdays 3:30-4:20 and tutorial sections Thursdays and Fridays 

 

Course Co-ordinator: David Shakespeare 

Contact Information:  e-mail: rdshakes@uwaterloo.ca Telephone: 519-888-4567 x32339 

Office: P.A.S. 1087 Office Hours: Wednesdays 2:00-3:00 and Thursdays 2:30-3:30 

 

Tutorial Leaders:  Section 101—Morteza Dehghani (m6dehghani@uwaterloo.ca) 

 Section 102—Kyle Malashewski (kmalashe@uwaterloo.ca) 

  Section 103—Paul Larsen (pelarsen@uwaterloo.ca) 

  Section 104—David Shakespeare (see information above) 

  Section 105—Joel Gundy (jgundy@uwaterloo.ca) 

  Section 106—Somayeh Kiani (s2kiani@uwaterloo.ca) 

  Section 107—Johannah Bird (j3bird@uwaterloo.ca) 

  

Course Description: 

There are essentially two components to this course. The secondary element is to read samples of 

academic writing from a variety of disciplines as an introduction to academic discourse. The 

primary component is to expose students to writing essays in a variety of academic genres, a goal 

to be accomplished through continued exercises process of writing, including drafting, editing, 

and revising. 

 

Course Objectives: 

Overall, this course should help all students to become more effective readers, writers, and 

editors of written English. By the end of the course, successful students should be prepared to 

complete a wide variety of written assignments at the undergraduate level with competence and 

confidence. Many of these assignments will introduce students to the various steps involved in 

writing a major academic research essay. In addition, students should learn how to be effective 

and active readers of academic essays in a variety of disciplines. Finally, students should learn to 

improve their use of written English through instruction and practice of the technical elements of 

written English. 

 

Class Schedule: 

For class schedule of lectures, workshops, readings, and assignments, please see separate file. 

 

Required Texts: (packaged together and available at the UW bookstore) 

Across the Disciplines 

The Little, Brown Essential Handbook Fourth Canadian Edition 

 

Course Website: 

This course will have an ACE website. Be sure to log in at least once per week to check for 

updates from the instructor or your T.A. You will find the lecture slides, assignment instructions, 

and other course information there. 

javascript:popup_imp('/horde_3.3.5/imp/compose.php',700,650,'to=kmalashe%40uwaterloo.ca');
javascript:popup_imp('/horde_3.3.5/imp/compose.php',700,650,'to=pelarsen%40uwaterloo.ca');


Assignments and Grades: 

In-Class Participation (10%) 

Four Short Assignments (40% total) 

Research Essay (50% total) 

 

In-Class Participation (10%): 
In this course, student participation will be essential to the development of your own ideas and 

compositions and the ideas and work of your peers. Please come to class with the material read 

and be prepared to offer your ideas or questions during discussion periods. Consistent, thoughtful 

commentary and engagement with the in-class speaking and writing tasks will be required to 

achieve a high score on this part of the grade. Furthermore, a full grade here requires that you 

give your attention to the task at hand, whether it is writing, revising, editing, or group discussion 

Use of phones or laptops is not permitted in class, unless you have made special arrangements: 

all writing in the workshops and the lectures will be completed with pen or pencil and paper. 

 

Four Short Assignments (10% each): 

Audience Analysis 

Report 

Article Summary 

Article Critique 

The first four written assignments will be between two and three pages long. Two of these essays 

will draw on material from the course reader; the other two will be on a topic that you select, 

within the parameters of the assigned guidelines. Hold on to all of them once you have them 

returned to you: you will be offered the opportunity to revise your lowest graded assignment at 

the end of the semester, in order to raise your mark on it. Further directions will follow as we 

approach the due dates for these tasks. 

 

Research Paper (50% total): 

Annotated Bibliography (5%) 

Proposal (10%) 

Research Paper (25%) 

Abstract (5%) 

Recommendations (5%) 

The major written component of the course will be an original and independent academic essay 

based on a topic that you select. This is a major project and will include several components, as 

listed above. It may be on any topic that you would like to write about, but it must be original 

and independent work: you may not use material that you have used in other courses. Detailed 

instructions about the requirements of each element will be provided as we come to them, and 

the lectures will provide guidance about how to complete each of the steps. 

 

N.B. Hard copies of all assignments must be submitted to your tutorial leader at the 

beginning of your workshop! 
 

All written assignments will be penalized at a rate of 3% per day, including weekends, if 

they are late. 



COURSE POLICIES: 
* Course assignments will be penalized after the due date, except in legitimate and documented 

circumstances. Any requests for extensions must be made in writing (e-mail is acceptable), and 

your T.A. must approve the extension, prior to the due date for it to be accepted. Otherwise, the 

assignment will receive a grade of zero. When you return to class, you must provide your T.A. 

with legitimate, written documentation verifying the reason for your lateness. 

* No assignments will be accepted after the following week’s lecture. 

* If you have a concern about a grade for this course, you should make an appointment to discuss 

it with your T.A. before approaching the course instructor. 

* Grades in this course will be earned during the term. Your T.A. will not alter final grades after 

the course is over. 

 

UNIVERSITY POLICIES: 

Note for Students with Disabilities: “The Office for Persons with Disabilities (OPD), located in 

Needles Hall, Room 1132, collaborates with all academic departments to arrange appropriate 

accommodations for students with disabilities without compromising the academic integrity of 

the curriculum. If you require academic accommodations to lessen the impact of your disability, 

please register with the OPD at the beginning of each academic term.” 

 

Plagiarism and Academic Offences: 

“Academic Integrity: In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of the 

University of Waterloo community are expected to promote honesty, trust, fairness, respect and 

responsibility. [Check www.uwaterloo.ca/academicintegrity/ for more information.] 

Grievance: A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of his/her university life 

has been unfair or unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a grievance. Read Policy 70, 

Student Petitions and Grievances, Section 4, 

http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy70.htm. When in doubt please be certain to 

contact the department’s administrative assistant who will provide further assistance. 

Discipline: A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity to avoid 

committing academic offenses and to take responsibility for his/her actions. A student who is 

unsure whether an action constitutes an offense, or who needs help in learning how to avoid 

offenses (e.g., plagiarism, cheating) or about “rules” for group work/collaboration should seek 

guidance from the course professor, academic advisor, or the undergraduate associate dean. 

For information on categories of offenses and types of penalties, students should refer to Policy 

71, Student Discipline, http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy71.htm. 

For typical penalties check Guidelines for the Assessment of Penalties, 

http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/guidelines/penaltyguidelines.htm. 

Appeals: A decision made or penalty imposed under Policy 70, Student Petitions and Grievances 

(other than a petition) or Policy 71, Student Discipline may be appealed if there is a ground. A 

student who believes he/she has a ground for an appeal should refer to Policy 72, Student 

Appeals, http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy72.htm.” 

http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy70.htm
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy71.htm
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/guidelines/penaltyguidelines.htm
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy72.htm

