
Department of English Language and Literature 

University of Waterloo 

English 109E – Introduction to Academic Writing 

Monday 6:00-8:50pm - ML 315 

 

 

 
Instructor: Pamela Mansutti 

Office: PAS 2218 

Phone: 519-888-4567 x32705  

E-mail: pmansutt@artsmail.uwaterloo.ca 

Office Hours: Monday - 4:00-5:50pm or by appointment 

 

 

Course Description 

This course will explore various aspects of academic writing and composition, such as grammar, syntax, 

style, argument construction, coherence, clarity of thought and expression, rhetorical techniques. Each 

class will be a combination of lecture, readings, discussions and exercises, in which students can practice 

and improve their academic reading and writing skills.  

 

Course Objectives  

By the end of the course, students should be comfortable critically reading texts, discussing them orally 

and most importantly for our purposes, writing about them forcefully, expressively, and articulately. The 

aim of ENGL 109 is to provide students with the skills essential to academic writing and with the ability 

to read, analyze, synthesize and write complex texts.  

 

Required Texts  
Aaron, Jane E. and Murray McArthur. The Little, Brown Compact Handbook (Canadian Edition) 

Stubbs, Marcia and Barnet Sylvan. The Little, Brown Reader (Twelfth Edition)  

 

 

Assignments 

Attendance and Participation 10% 

Responses 30% 

Summaries 20% 

Grammar Test 10% 

Final Essay 30% 

 

 

Attendance and Participation 10% 

As you may know, any class relies on the active participation and contribution of students and I am 

looking forward to cooperating with you to make class time productive and successful. Naturally, to get a 

high participation grade, you are expected to attend class regularly, do the weekly readings, contribute to 

class discussion and be able to engage critically with the texts we will analyze. Also, your grade will 

come from the peer review of the Reading Responses and Summaries of your classmates on specified due 

dates. I will grade each peer review out of 10 and then make an average, which could be raised or lowered 

at the end of the course according to your attendance, participation and contribution. Please ALWAYS 

bring a copy of The Little, Brown Compact Handbook (writing manual) and of The Little, Brown Reader 

(reading anthology) to all classes.  



Summaries (2 @ 10%) 20%  

Summary #1 is subject to an in-class peer review and then due the week after, summary #2 will be 

directly written in class on essays that the instructor will assign on that specific day. You will be asked to 

choose one essay from the options provided by the instructor and summarize the text objectively, strictly 

paraphrasing and condensing content matter. Each summary should be 2 pages in length (about 600 

words), depending on the length of the essay selected and the density of its content.  

 

Reading Responses (3 @ 10%) 30% 

Responses #1 and #3 will be on two essays of your choice from sections of the anthology selected by the 

instructor: they are subject to an in-class peer review and then due the week after. Response #2 will be 

directly written in class on essays that the instructor will assign on that specific day. All the responses will 

be graded for the comprehension of the text, the quality of the analysis and the critical engagement you 

demonstrate in incorporating your point of view on the issue raised by the essay itself. The responses may 

be informal in style but must be grammatically correct and logically sound. Each response must be 

between 800 and 1000 words.  

 

Grammar Test 10% November 21
st
  

This quiz will present you with grammar and sentence construction exercises, as well as proofreading 

quizzes, which will be based on specific sections of The Little, Brown Compact Handbook.  

  
Final Essay 30% Draft due November 28

th
; Final Essay due December 5

th
 

The Final Essay will be on pieces of your choice from the anthology. It must address issues/essays/topics 

you have not already discussed in your responses or summaries. It can address a single essay, or compare 

two different essays on the same topic. You will be evaluated on: comprehension of texts, concepts and 

opinions, writing style, clarity of thought, coherence of argument, formal organization, quality of the 

evidence provided, accuracy and insight. Failure to have a draft ready in class on November 28
th
 will 

penalize your overall grade by 50%.  

 

Course Policies and Expectations  

Use MLA format for all assignments. (This will be discussed in class.) Please double-space and use 12 

point Times New Roman font. Late penalties: 3% will be deducted each day for late assignments. 

Assignments will not be accepted for marking one week after the due date. You may submit late papers to 

the English Department drop box, located on the second floor of Hagey Hall. Make sure that my name is 

on the first page for easy identification by the administrative assistants who will date-stamp and place 

your assignments in my mailbox. Extensions will only be given in exceptional circumstances, such as 

personal illness or family emergency, with proper documentation.  

  

 

 

READING SCHEDULE 

 

Date TOPICS AND READINGS DUE ASSIGNMENTS and 

NOTES 

 

Sept 12 

Topics: Reading and Writing  

LBCH 1 – 13  

LBR From Chapter 1 & 2 

First day of class: 

Introduction/Orientation  and 

syllabus review 

 

Sept 19 

Topics: Analyzing, Thinking and Synthesizing 

LBCH 65 – 87  

LBR From Chapter 1: Gary Steiner, “Animal, 

Vegetable, Miserable” 5 

 



Date TOPICS AND READINGS DUE ASSIGNMENTS and 

NOTES 

 

Sept 26 

Topics: Summarizing, Drafting and Editing 

LBCH 21 – 36   

LBR Chapter 2 

 

Summary #1 draft 

Bring draft to class for peer 

review  

 

Oct 3 

Topics: Writing an Argument  

LBCH 13 – 21; 88 – 95.  

LBR From Chapter 4: 84 – 109  

 

 

 

Summary #1 due 
 

Oct 10 Thanksgiving Day - NO CLASS  

 

Oct 17 

Topics: Paragraphs  

LBCH 36 – 52 

LBR Discussion on assigned readings 

Reading Response #1 draft 

Bring draft to class for peer 

review 

Summary #2 (in class)  

 

 

Oct 24 

Topics: Style 

LBCH 123 – 138  

LBR From Chapter 8: Plato, “The Myth of the 

Cave” 

 

 

 

Reading Response #1 due 

 

 

 

Oct 31 

Topics: Style (cont.d) 

LBCH 139 – 157  

LBR From Chapter 9: Bertrand Russell, 

“Work” 331 – Discussion on assigned 

readings 

 

 

 

Reading Response #2 (in 

class) 

 

 

Nov 7 

Topics: Sentence Parts and Patterns 

LBCH 160 – 173; 192 – 195; 198 – 200   

LBR Discussion on assigned readings  

 

Reading Response #3 draft 

Bring draft to class for peer 

review  

 

Nov 14 

Topics: Sentence Parts and Patterns 

LBCH 219 – 245  

LBR From Chapter 13: Henry David Thoreau, 

“Economy” 487  

 

 

Reading Response #3 due 

 

 

Nov 21 

Topics: Punctuation  

LBCH 249 – 262  

LBR From Chapter 14: Robert Frost, “Fire and 

Ice” 557 

 

 

Grammar Test  

 

 

Nov 28 

 

Topics: Review of Argument Construction, 

Opening and Concluding, Formatting 

LBCH Overview of the MLA section 

LBR From Chapter 8: Section of essays “A 

Casebook on Testing and Grading” 312 

 

Final Essay Draft 

Bring draft to class for peer 

review 

 

Dec 5 

 

Recommendations and review of the course  
 

Final Essay Due 



Academic Policies 

Academic Integrity: In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of the 

University of Waterloo are expected to promote honesty, trust, fairness, respect and 

responsibility. Discipline: A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity, to 

avoid committing academic offences, and to take responsibility for his/her actions. A student who 

is unsure whether an action constitutes an offence, or who needs help in learning how to avoid 

offences (e.g., plagiarism, cheating) or about “rules” for group work/collaboration should seek 

guidance from the course professor, academic advisor, or the Undergraduate Associate Dean. 

When misconduct has been found to have occurred, disciplinary penalties will be imposed under 

Policy 71 – Student Discipline. For information on categories of offenses and types of penalties, 

students should refer to Policy 71 - Student Discipline, 

http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy71.htm. Grievance: A student who believes 

that a decision affecting some aspect of his/her university life has been unfair or unreasonable 

may have grounds for initiating a grievance. Read Policy 70 – Student Petitions and Grievances, 

Section 4, http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy70.htm. Appeals: A student may 

appeal the finding and/or penalty in a decision made under Policy 70 - Student Petitions and 

Grievances (other than regarding a petition) or Policy 71 - Student Discipline if a ground for an 

appeal can be established. Read Policy 72 - Student Appeals, 

http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy72.htm. Academic Integrity website 

(Arts): http://arts.uwaterloo.ca/arts/ugrad/academic_responsibility.html. Academic Integrity 

Office (UW): http://uwaterloo.ca/academicintegrity/ Note for students with disabilities: The 

Office for Persons with Disabilities (OPD), located in Needles Hall, Room 1132, ph. 519-888-

4567 ext. 35082, collaborates with all academic departments to arrange appropriate 

accommodations for students with disabilities without compromising the academic integrity of 

the curriculum. If you require academic accommodations to lessen the impact of your disability, 

please register with the OPD at the beginning of each academic term. 

 

http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy70.htm
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy72.htm
http://arts.uwaterloo.ca/arts/ugrad/academic_responsibility.html

