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English 109: Introduction to Academic Writing 
Topic: Music and Social Justice 

Fall 2017 
HH 119 

M/W 8:30am-9:50am 
 

Instructor:   Ashley Irwin   
Email:    a3irwin@uwaterloo.ca 
Office Hours:  M/W 10:00am-11:00am and by appointment in PAS 2213 
 
Territorial Acknowledgment 
 
I would like to acknowledge that we are on the traditional territory of the Attawandaron 
(Neutral), Anishnaabeg, and Haudenosaunee peoples. The University of Waterloo is situated on 
the Haldimand Tract, land promised and given to Six Nations, which includes six miles on each 
side of the Grand River. 
 
Course Description  
 
Each of us engage in the act of writing every day. Whether we are preparing a grocery list or 
sending a text message, we are writing for the sake of communicating in a meaningful manner. 
Writing in the academic context involves careful planning, critical thinking, argumentation, and 
revision. These are the skills that I hope will be honed throughout the course of this semester. We 
will study different genres of writing including personal narratives, close reading analyses, and 
argumentative essays. This course will take the form of a workshop which means that we will 
discuss best practices, as well as engage in in-class writing exercises and peer review sessions.    
 
Course Objectives 
 
• To help you to think critically and communicate effectively  
• To learn and practice a variety of strategies for inventing, drafting, and editing texts 
• To learn and practice writing in a variety of academic genres 
• To learn to read critically  
• To learn to write persuasively by effectively employing elements of formal argumentation  
• To help you give and receive useful feedback on writing for the purposes of revision  
• To learn and practice communicating to a variety of academic audiences 
 
Required Text 
 
John J. Ruszkiewicz and Jay T. Dolmage. How to Write Anything: A Guide and Reference with 

Readings. 3rd edition. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s Press, 2015. ISBN 978-1-4576-6703-9. 
 
Assignments  
 
15% Participation/In-class Assignments 
20% Personal Narrative  
20% Song Analysis  
25% Argument Essay 
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20% Revision Assignment  
 

Class Participation/In-Class Assignments 15%  
  
Participation is one key to success in this course. It is expected that students will attend all 
classes adequately prepared to engage in discussion and to complete in-class activities. 
Preparation includes having completed all assigned readings before class begins.  Also, please 
bring a digital copy or hardcopy of the assigned readings to class as we will be referring to 
specific passages.  It is very important that you communicate with your classmates in a respectful 
manner, listening carefully when others are speaking and responding in a generous manner. That 
being said, sexist, ablest, homophobic, transphobic, and racist comments of any kind will not be 
tolerated. I know, from personal experience, that speaking up in class can be an incredibly 
difficult task for shy students. If you feel uncomfortable communicating orally in the classroom, 
please speak to me, and we can work out an alternative arrangement. All in-class writing 
exercises, including peer revisions, will count towards your participation grade. There are no 
make-up assignments for in-class activities, and students who do not take part in all peer review 
exercises will lose 5% of their overall participation grade. 
 
Personal Narrative 20%  
Peer Review: Wednesday, September 20 
Due Date: Monday, September 25 

For this assignment, you will write a personal narrative of 4-5 pages about your relationship to 
music. For example, you may write about your experience of hearing a meaningful song for the 
first time, attending a concert or performing in one, discovering your favourite band/artist etc… 
Your primary task will be to vividly describe music and your reaction/feelings towards it while 
employing the show-not-tell strategy.  It is also important to include some quoted speech whether 
it be lyrics to a song or a conversation you had with a friend.  Be sure to spend time developing 
characters and setting while adhering to a narrative arc that has a coherent beginning, middle, and 
end.  
 
Song Analysis 20% 
Peer Review: Wednesday, October 18 
Due Date: Monday, October 23 

For this assignment, you will write an analysis of a song that is 3-4 pages. You are to employ 
close reading skills to determine how a song of your choosing engages with a social justice 
matter.  You are to demonstrate the way in which the band/artist combines lyrics and sound to 
create meaning.  Pay specific attention to the way diction, metaphors, images, and 
instrumentation work together to draw attention to an important issue facing society. Be sure to 
include a thesis statement, and don’t forget to cite the song and artist using MLA format.  

Argument Essay 25% 
Topic Workshop: Monday, November 6 
Peer Review: Monday, November 13 
Due Date: Monday, November 20 

For this assignment, you are to write an argument essay of 4-5 pages.  Making reference to at 
least three songs, you will show how a particular artist/band or genre engages with a social 
justice matter.  Begin by situating the social justice matter within its historical context, and be 
sure to include a thesis statement to clearly demonstrate your position. You must include at least 
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three secondary sources to substantiate your claims.  Rely upon close reading and analyses to 
prove your thesis. All sources must be cited using MLA.  About two weeks prior to the deadline, 
you will bring an outline to class that includes the context in which your topic is set, your thesis 
statement, main points, as well as a list of your sources to class for your peers to review. 

Revision Assignment 20% 
Due: Monday, December 4 

For this assignment, you will be graded for your ability revise your own work and implement 
feedback.  You are to select one writing assignment to revise taking into consideration the 
feedback that your peers and your instructor have given to you on your prior submissions.  In 
your revised document, you will be asked to place all altered text in bolded font. Along with your 
revised essay, you will be required to submit your drafts that contain feedback from your peers, 
and from your instructor.  In addition, you will submit a one-page reflection that outlines your 
thoughts on the class, your progress as a writer throughout the term, and your revision process.  

Grading 

 

Letter Grade Numeric Grade Range 

A+ 90-100 

A 85-89 

A- 80-84 

B+ 77-79 

B 75-76 

B- 70-74 

C+ 67-69 

C 65-67 

C- 60-64 

D+ 57-59 

D 55-56 

D- 50-54 

F 0-50 

Resources for Students 

Accommodations 
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We will all need some accommodations in this class, because we all learn differently. If you need 
specific accommodations, let me know. Your success in this course is important to me, and I will 
work with you to ensure that you have means of accessing class information, ways to take part in 
class activities, and avenues for fair assessment of your coursework. The University of Waterloo 
has a long-standing commitment to support the participation and access to university programs, 
services, and facilities by persons with all types of disabilities. All students who have a 
permanent disability as well as those with temporary disabilities have the right to what UW calls 
“AccessAbility Services.” Please contact them at 519-888-4567 ext. 35082 or visit Needles Hall 
1132 to book an appointment to meet with an advisor to discuss their services and supports. 

Counselling Services 

Your mental health is extremely important, and we all experience varying degrees of mental 
health concerns at some point in our lives.  University is a very stressful environment, and if you 
are feeling unwell, please know that you are not alone. The University of Waterloo offers various 
services to students in need such as individual appointments, workshops, coping skills seminars, 
group therapy, peer counselling, and online information and resources free of charge.  For more 
information regarding Counselling Services, please visit their website at 
https://uwaterloo.ca/campus-wellness/counselling-services, drop by their office on the second 
floor of Needles Hall or give them a call at 519-888-4567 ext. 32655.  I am not, by any means, 
an expert, but if you approach me with a mental health concern, you can be sure that I will take 
your issue very seriously and will point you in the direction of help. 

Writing and Communication Centre 
The Writing and Communication Centre (WCC) works with students as they develop their ideas, 
draft, and revise. Writing and Communication specialists offer one-on-one support in planning 
assignments, synthesizing and citing research, organizing papers and reports, designing 
presentations and e-portfolios, and revising for clarity and coherence.  You can make multiple 
appointments throughout the term, or you can drop in at the Library for quick questions or 
feedback. To book a 50-minute appointment and to see drop-in hours, visit 
www.uwaterloo.ca/wcc. Group appointments for team-based projects, presentations, and papers 
are also available.  Please note that communication specialists guide you to see your work as 
readers would. They can teach you revising skills and strategies, but will not change or correct 
your work for you.  

Student Success Office 

The Student Success Office provides academic and personal development services, resources for 
international students, as well as study abroad and exchange support. They aim to create a vibrant 
student experience and help students achieve personal and professional goals. For more 
information, please visit https://uwaterloo.ca/student-success/student-success-office-sign, drop 
by their office on the second floor of South Campus Hall or reach them by phone at 519-888-
4567 ext. 84410. 

Course Policies 

Contacting Me 

Please do not hesitate to contact me to discuss your writing, to seek assistance or clarification, or 
to raise questions/concerns pertaining to coursework. I am readily available via email, but do 
require 24 hours to respond.  I also hold office hours twice a week, and have an open-door policy 

https://uwaterloo.ca/campus-wellness/counselling-services
http://www.uwaterloo.ca/wcc
https://uwaterloo.ca/student-success/student-success-office-sign%20
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at the time specified above.  My office is a safe space for peoples of all races, religions, genders, 
abilities, and sexual orientations. If you wish to meet outside of my office hours, please contact 
me to arrange an alternative time. 

General Assignment Guidelines 

All assignments must be submitted in hardcopy at the beginning of class.  Your written work 
must follow MLA guidelines. For an excellent MLA style guide please visit the Owl at Purdue 
website at  https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/.  Please utilize 12-point Times 
New Roman font, and double space your work.  It is very important that you keep all of your 
work throughout the semester as your final assignment will necessitate the submission of your 
drafts containing feedback from your instructor and peers.  It is also crucial that you bring a 
hardcopy of your assignment to class on the days that we engage in peer review sessions.   

Late Work 

Late work will be accepted without penalty if prior permission has been granted. If an extension 
is needed, please contact me, at the latest, 72 hours prior to the submission deadline.  Extensions 
will only be granted within 72 hours prior to the submission deadline if proof of an extenuating 
circumstance is provided. Otherwise, late work will be penalized 5% per day, including 
weekends. All late work must be submitted directly to me or to the English Department’s drop 
box on the second floor of Hagey Hall (HH 2016E). 

University Policies 

Academic Integrity  

In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of the University of Waterloo 
community are expected to promote honesty, trust, fairness, respect, and responsibility. All 
sources of information that you use in your written work in this class must be cited fully and 
scrupulously. If I suspect that you have committed an academic offense, including plagiarism, I 
must report it to the Associate Dean; if the offense is confirmed, the normal result is a failing 
grade on the assignment. For more information, visit: https://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/. 

Academic Discipline  

A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity, to avoid committing 
academic offenses, and to take responsibility for their actions. A student who is unsure whether 
an action constitutes an offense, who needs help in learning how to avoid offenses (e.g. 
plagiarism, cheating, etc), or who needs help learning about the ‘rules’ for group work and 
collaboration, should seek guidance from the course instructor, their academic advisor, or the 
Undergraduate Associate Dean. When misconduct has been found to have occurred, disciplinary 
penalties will be imposed under Policy 71 – Student Discipline. Details: 
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-71. 

Academic Grievance  

A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of their university life has been 
unfair or unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a grievance. Read Policy 70 - Student 
Petitions and Grievances, Section 4. Details: https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-
generalcounsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-70.   

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/
https://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-71
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-generalcounsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-70
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-generalcounsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-70
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Academic Appeals  

A student may appeal the finding and/or penalty in a decision made under Policy 70 - Student 
Petitions and Grievances (other than regarding a petition) or Policy 71 - Student Discipline if a 
ground for an appeal can be established. Read Policy 72 - Student Appeals. Details: 
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-72. 

   
Tentative Course Schedule (May change to accommodate guest presenters & student needs) 
 
Date Topic Readings Due  
Monday, September 
11 

Introduction and course 
overview 

N/A  

Wednesday, 
September 13 

Writing Personal 
Narratives 
 

“Narratives” Pages 
4-35 (HTWA) 

 

Monday, September 
18 

Music and Social 
Justice 

“Take Two/Rebel 
Music” by Ajay 
Heble Pages 232-
249 (Learn) 

 

Wednesday, 
September 20 

Personal Narrative Peer 
Review 

“Revising and 
Editing”: 420-431 
(HTWA) 

 

Monday, September 
25 

Improvised Music 
Guest Lecture by Ellen 
Ringler 

N/A Personal Narrative 
Due 

Wednesday, 
September 27 

Literary Analysis “Literary Analyses” 
184-205, 
“Woodstock” 
(SONG LYRICS) 
868, “Woodstock” 
by Camille Paglia 
870 (HTWA) 

 

Monday, October 2 Closing Reading Guest 
Lecture by Becky 
Anderson 

TBA  

Wednesday, October 
4 

Thesis and Citation 
Workshop 

“Thesis” 362-367, 
“MLA 
Documentation and 
Format” 472-508 
(HTWA) 

 

Monday, October 9 Thanksgiving N/A  
Wednesday, October 
11 

No Class N/A  

Monday, October 16 Rock 
 

“What is Rock 
Music?” By Robert 
G. Piekle Pages 15-
23. (Learn) 

 

Wednesday, October 
18 

Song Analysis Peer 
Review 

N/A  

https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-72.%20
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Monday, October 23 Library Workshop N/A Song Analysis Due 
Wednesday, October 
25 

Argument “Arguments” Pages 
66-92 (HTWA) 

 

Monday, October 30 Rap “Rap, Race, and 
Politics” by 
Clarence Lusane 
from That’s the 
Joint Pages 303-317 
(Library Website) 

 

Wednesday, 
November 1 

Shaping and Drafting Outlines,” 
“Paragraphs,” 
“Transitions,” 
“Intros and 
Conclusions” Pages 
377-395 (HTWA) 

 

 Monday, November 
6 

Workshop your topic N/A  

Wednesday, 
November 8 

Reggae “Slavery and the 
Diaspora: Temporal 
and Spatial 
Articulations” by 
Sarah Daynes Pages 
85-105 (Learn) 

 

Monday, November 
13 

Peer Review N/A  

Wednesday, 
November 15 

Industrial “The Front Lines” 
by S. Alexander 
Reed Pages 3-19 
(Learn) 

 

Monday, November 
20 

Punk “Why a Revision of 
Punk?” By Lars J. 
Kristiansen et al 
Pages 1-20 (Learn) 

Argument Due 

Wednesday, 
November 22 

Taqwacore: The Birth 
of Punk Islam (2009) 
Film 

N/A  

Monday, November 
27 

I am a Punk Singer 
(2013). Film 

N/A  

Wednesday, 
November 29 

Discuss Films N/A  

Monday, December 4 Conclusion and Course 
Evaluation 

N/A Revision Assignment 
Due 


