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ENGL 109: Introduction to Academic Writing 
Spring 2017 

 
Instructor: Prof. Corrie Shoemaker          
Class Times: M,W 1-2:20 pm 
Location: EV3 Room  3408 
 
Email: clshoema@uwaterloo.ca  
Office: PAS 2215 
 
Office Hours: Monday 2:30-3:30  
 
Course Description 
 
ENGL 109 Introduction to Academic Writing: The course will explore a variety of issues in academic writing 
such as style, argument, and the presentation of information. Frequent written exercises will be required. 
 
Welcome to English 109! The course was created to help you master the basics of academic writing by providing 
short lectures and workshops focused on essay outlines, argument structures, proper writing style and the selection 
of research rich thesis material. It is through group work, in class discussions and in class editing time that you 
become more comfortable writing in an academic context. The course will outline different academic forms as well 
as key requirements for excellence in writing across multiple disciples. By studying different writing examples, we 
will see how strong academic writing is structured and how to improve your own writing by implementing different 
methods. 
 
In all disciplines whether arts or sciences, the ability to communicate effectively with both your colleagues, partners, 
customers and/or patients is a vital aspect to success. Excellence in writing, including writing structure and 
grammar, not only improve your professionalism but also open future opportunities in your area of study. The ability 
to communicate effectively and to collaborate with others is important for your future success. The best writers 
speak with others in their field about their writing at multiple stages, discuss ideas, collaborate on projects and 
provide feedback on writing. In this class you will have the opportunity to comment, give feedback, and receive 
advice from the composition stage, through development of ideas to the final polishing of prose. Interactive 
feedback will occur through group work and collaboration with your peers, as interactive social learning is important 
to writing development. You will learn to give useful feedback to your classmates, as well as to receive feedback 
and put it to use in the revision of your writing.  
 
Learning to write and read rhetorically takes place over time with meaningful support. In this course, you will 
receive feedback at multiple stages of the writing process and will have many opportunities to revise your work. 
ALL assignments, from the earliest drafts to the most polished texts, will be kept in a portfolio that will be 
submitted at the end of term for a final evaluation. Please remember to include your name and the date on all 
projects in your portfolio. This will help both yourself and your instructor to identify different drafts and 
developments for individual projects. All work submitted for this class must be original and created by the student 
submitting it. 
 
Each student will enter this course with unique areas of strength and challenges as a writer. Thus, you will all be 
working towards individual development in different areas and at different levels. The purpose of this course is to 
provide you with the tools to improve as a writer and to continue to push for better writing, grammar, spelling and 
structure in all your future endeavors. The formula for excellent in academic writing will differ from student to 
student as everyone will have different strengths and weaknesses. As your instructor, I am here to facilitate your 
learning and to help you on your journey towards self-improvement in your writing. If you have any questions 
please feel free to speak with me during office hours or via e-mail. I am here to help you and I want to see you all 
succeed with hard work and practice. 
 
Course Objectives 
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• To help you to think and read critically and communicate effectively 
• To learn and practice a variety of strategies for inventing, drafting, and editing texts 
• To learn and practice writing in a variety of academic genres 
• To learn to write persuasively by effectively employing elements of formal argumentation 
• To help you give and receive useful feedback on writing for the purposes of revision 
• To learn and practice communicating to a variety of academic audiences. 

 
 
Required Text (available at UW Bookstore): 
 
Ruszkiewics, John J. and Jay T. Dolmage. How to Write Anything: A Guide and Reference with Readings. [Third 
Edition]  
 
Suggested Texts: 
 

 Graff, Gerald and Cathy Birkenstein. They Say / I Say: The Moves That Matter in Academic Writing (Third 
Edition) (2014) 

 
 Modern Language Association of America. MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers. 7th ed. 
 New York : Modern Language Association of America, 2009. 

 
 Harris, Muriel and Judi, Jewinski. Prentice Hall reference Guide for Canadian Writers. Toronto: Pearson 

Prentice Hall, 2009. 
 

 You can also find other online sources on academic writing on the UW Library website.  
 

 
Brief Assignment Descriptions and Grade Distribution: 
 

Assignment  Points 
Attendance 20 
Participation 
(Individual & Group) 

10 

3 Minute Presentations 20 
Outline (1) 5 
Annotated Bibliography (1) 
[4 sources]  

10 

Introduction & Thesis Statement (1) 10 
Essay 1 [Argumentative] 20 
Outline (2) 5 
Annotated Bibliography (2)  
[4 Peer Reviewed Sources]  

20 

Introduction & Thesis Statement (2) 15 
Essay 2 [Research]  35 
Portfolio 30 
Total  200 

 
 

Please Note: All assignments MUST be submitted on the due date.  
Medical issues and other emergencies will be taken into consideration, official documentation, however, is 
required, i.e., a doctor’s note for medical emergencies.  
Late assignments will have a late penalty of 5% per day. 

 
Participation and Attendance:  
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Participation includes, in addition to class discussions, the following: 
 
In-Class Assignments: You will be required to write a paragraph length assignment in almost every class. The 
assignment may be a response to an article we read, a summary of an article excerpt, or a short critical analysis of 
your colleague’s work.  
 
Group Discussions: The class will be divided into small groups responsible for answering and discussing a certain 
topic assigned to them. The group is required to present feedback to each other and to the instructor on the main 
points discussed in written form. 

 
Participation: Participation and attendance in this course are required and non-negotiable. To receive full marks 
for attendance you will need to come to EVERY CLASS. If you must miss a class for illness or for a family 
emergency, you will need to provide documentation. To receive full marks for participation, you will need to 
participate fully in both large and small group discussions and in workshops. If you feel anxiety about formal or 
informal public speaking, please meet with your instructor in the first week of class to discuss accommodations. 
Generally speaking, such accommodations may include weekly goals for increasing participation over the course of 
the term and alternative forms of participation. Failure to participate without having arranged for accommodations 
or without meeting the requirements of your arranged accommodation will result in deductions to your grade.  
 
Annotated Bibliography: This assignment will help you prepare the research you need to support your essays. 
Each student will be required to choose 4 references for research and summarize each reference in 150-200 words. 
We will work together on choosing the sources and reviewing drafts.  
 
Outline: The outline will enable you to organize the structure of the essay and present your main points clearly and 
effectively. Sample outlines and sources to help with formatting will be provided on Learn.  
 
Introductions: Introductory paragraphs present the background information for your essay topic and identify your 
research/thesis statement to your readers. You will be divided into pairs and/ or groups and you will have the chance 
to discuss your ideas with other students to obtain constructive feedback before handing in a final draft.  
 
Essay 1- Persuasive Essay: The idea of this essay is to convince your readers of your point of view by using logical 
and supported arguments. Topics should be discussed with me beforehand. Further information will be provided 
during the course and on LEARN. We will work together in groups and one-on-one throughout the course to ensure 
that you successfully develop your writing skills. The length of the essay should be no more than 4 pages, double-
spaced, and the font size and style are 12 / Times New Roman. 
 
Essay 2- Research Essay: We will discuss the steps for writing a successful research essay and you will learn to 
organize your ideas and critically approach different topics through analyzing, writing, and proofreading your work. 
Topics for this essay will be provided on LEARN later in the course. If you would like to write about a particular 
topic, please discuss it with me first. The second essay should be no more than 7 pages in length, double-spaced, 
and the font size and style are 12 / Times New Roman. 
 
3 Minute Presentations: Students will present a summary of their research thesis to the class. Students will be 
required to communicate their main points clearly and effectively within a set time limit.  
 
The Final Portfolio: Your portfolio should include all the writing assignments and drafts that you have produced 
over the course, even those with feedback from your peers. In addition, you will be required to revise your marked 
essays (1& 2).   
 
The Author’s Note: Students are required to include an Author’s Note that concisely describes their personal 
writing process throughout this course. More information will be provided throughout the course. 
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Keys to Success  

I will grade your work in this course by marking your commitment to your own learning, your willingness to help 
others learn and so learn more yourself, by your dedication, hard work, and, ultimately, the progress you make as a 
writer. Effort will matter: I will reward you for effort and your effort will also result in better writing.  

• Show up for class! Attendance is required and you will lose marks for absences. Additionally, while class 
PowerPoints and handouts will be available on Learn, you will not be able to recover the in-class work you miss. I 
will not be able or willing to “fill you in on what you’ve missed.”  

• Do the reading! We will be discussing every reading assignment in class. You will be drawing from each course 
reading in both your formal and informal writing assignments. Take notes on the readings. Come to class with 
questions about each reading. Be ready to talk with me and with your fellow students: to exchange ideas, debate, 
explore, and learn.  

• Participate in class! Participation means showing up for class on time, staying for the full class period, and being 
intellectually as well as physically present for each class discussion. This is not a class in which you can or should 
seek to remain invisible. You will know if you are participating well (enough) if I know your name by the end of the 
second week of classes.  

• Choose to be interested! My commitment to you is that I will work very hard to make this course not only useful 
to you, but enjoyable as well. No amount of good teaching can compensate for bored or boring students, however, as 
enjoyment is a two-way street. If you look bored, I will notice. If you act bored, I will be offended. If you are bored, 
not only will your work also be boring, it will also be badly done and your grades will suffer.  

• Here’s a little secret: students who sit closer to the front of the room receive better grades than those who sit 
closer to the back of the room. Choose where you sit carefully and make your choice based not on how invisible you 
will be to me, but rather on how well I will be able to see and hear you. If you must sit closer to the back of the 
room, make extra sure you participate vocally in class. Extra participation will help to compensate for your location 
in the classroom.  

• Here’s another little secret: whether you are doing informal or formal group work in the classroom, stay on task 
and ask for my advice if your group runs out of things to discuss. If you or your group appear to be bored or 
disengaged, your work and your marks will suffer.  

• Stay off your phone and social media in class. I do not ban laptops, cell phones, and other electronic devices 
from my classrooms. I recognize that there are legitimate reasons for having such devices at hand and for using them 
on occasion during class – for class-related activities. Using your electronic devices for purposes other than those 
related to our class while I am talking or during times when you have been asked to write or to do group work in 
class will result in lowered marks.  

• Hand your assignments in on time! This term, I am not accepting late assignments. Every writing assignment 
should be uploaded to Dropbox by class time on the due date. You have a grace period until midnight and then your 
window of opportunity to turn in your work closes.  

• Visit my office hours! Invest in your own success by spending some time talking with me one-with-one. Our 
conversations will help me get to know your work better and to help you more effectively and you will be able to 
ask me questions specific to your needs and interests.  

• Ask for my help if you need it! I like talking with my students and enjoy being able provide support for them. If 
you need help – if you get stuck or overwhelmed, suffer from writer’s block, aren’t sure how to start, aren’t sure 
how to finish, aren’t sure what to do – talk with me without delay. Do not wait until the last moment to tell me you 
need my assistance! 
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Resources for Students 
 

The following links are excellent sources for writing aid and assistance: 
 

 Student Success Office < https://uwaterloo.ca/student-success/>, providing workshops, study sessions, and 
online resources in the areas of academic performance, study skills, and stress management 

 
 The Writing Centre, < https://uwaterloo.ca/writing-centre/>, providing one-on-one consultations, 

tutorials, and drop-in sessions to support student writing and related assignments. 
 

The Writing Centre works across all faculties to help students clarify their ideas, develop their voices, and 
write in the style appropriate to their disciplines. Writing Centre staff offer one-on-one support in planning 
assignments and presentations, using and documenting research, organizing and structuring papers, and 
revising for clarity and coherence.   

 
You can make multiple appointments throughout the term, or drop in at the Library for quick questions or 
feedback. To book a 50-minute appointment and to see drop-in hours, visit 
www.uwaterloo.ca/writingcentre. Group appointments for team-based projects, presentations, and papers 
are also available. 

 
Please note that writing specialists guide you to see your work as readers would. They can teach you 
revising skills and strategies, but will not proof-read or edit for you. Please bring hard copies of your 
assignment instructions and any notes or drafts to your appointment.  

 
 [For Annotated Bibliographies] http://www.writing.utoronto.ca/advice/specific-types-of-

writing/annotated-bibliography 
 

 http://writingcommons.org/ 
 

 https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/ 
 
 
University Policies 
 
Academic Integrity: In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of the University of Waterloo 
community are expected to promote honesty, trust, fairness, respect and responsibility. For more information please 
see http://uwaterloo.ca/academicintegrity/Academic_Integrity/index.html 
 
Please read this very clear and helpful document: “Avoiding Academic Offences” 
http://arts.uwaterloo.ca/arts/ugrad/academic_responsibility.html 
 
Discipline: A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity, to avoid committing academic 
offenses, and to take responsibility for his/her actions. A student who is unsure whether an action constitutes an 
offense, or who needs help in learning how to avoid offenses (e.g., plagiarism, cheating) or about “rules” for group 
work/collaboration should seek guidance from the course professor, academic advisor, or the Undergraduate 
Associate Dean. When misconduct has been found to have occurred, disciplinary penalties will be imposed under 
Policy 71 – Student Discipline. For information on categories of offenses and types of penalties, students should 
refer to Policy 71 – Student Discipline, http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy71.htm  
 
Grievance: A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of his/her university life has been unfair or 
unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a grievance. Read Policy 70 - Student Petitions and Grievances, 
Section 4, http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy70.htm  
 
Appeals: A student may appeal the finding and/or penalty in a decision made under Policy 70 - Student Petitions 
and Grievances (other than regarding a petition) or Policy 71 - Student Discipline if a ground for an appeal can be 
established. Read Policy 72 - Student Appeals, http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy72.htm 

http://www.uwaterloo.ca/writing-centre
http://www.uwaterloo.ca/writing-centre
http://writingcommons.org/
http://writingcommons.org/
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/
http://uwaterloo.ca/academicintegrity/Academic_Integrity/index.html
http://arts.uwaterloo.ca/arts/ugrad/academic_responsibility.html
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy71.htm
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy70.htm
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy72.htm
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Note for students with disabilities 
The Office for Persons with Disabilities (OPD), located in Needles Hall Room 1132, collaborates with all academic 
departments to arrange appropriate accommodations for students with disabilities without compromising the 
academic integrity of the curriculum. If you require academic accommodations to lessen the impact of your 
disability, please register with OPD at the beginning of each academic term. For more information, see 
http://www.studentservices.uwaterloo.ca/disabilities 

Schedule 

* Please keep in mind that certain topics and discussions may be changed in the schedule due to unseen 
circumstances or cancellations. Students will be informed ahead of time when such changes take place. 

Date Topics  Readings Pages Activities  & 
Submissions  

Grades 

May 1 Introduction to 
the Course 
 

Syllabus & Assignment Overview  
Narrative discussion 

 In-Class 
Writing 

Assignment 

1 point 

May 3 Argumentative 
Essays & 
Writing Tools  

Chapter 3: Arguments 
  

66-99 
 

Discussions  1 point 

May 8 Step One: 
Brainstorming 
Essay Topics 

Chapters 19, 20, 21, 22 
 
Oswalt “Zombie Spaceship Wasteland” 

334-359 
 

605 

In-Class 
Writing 

Assignment 

1 point 

May 10  Library Research 
& Sources 

Class Visit to the Library: Meet with 
Rebecca Hutchinson in DC room TBA 

  1 point 

May 15  Step Two: 
Introductions & 
Thesis 
Statements & 
Outlines 

Chapters 10, 24, 27, 30, 31 
 
 
 
McGonigal “Video Games: An Hour a 
Day is Key to Success in Life” 

258-
265/362-

366/ 
377-382 

 
818 

In-Class 
Activity 

1 point 

May 17 Developing an 
Argument  

Graff, Birkenstein and Durst, “Planting a 
Naysayer in your Text” Ch 6 They Say/I 
Say 

78-91 
(Learn) 

Group 
Workshop 

 

1 point 

May 22 No Class  Victoria Day    
Make-up Day for Victoria Day observance on May 22  
The loss of a Monday class on May 22 will be made up by following a Monday schedule on Tuesday May 23rd.. 

 
May 23 Visitor: Dr. 

Ashley Kelly 
(TBD) 

Chapter 8: Rhetorical Analysis 218-249  1 point 

May 24 Step 3: 
Supporting 
your Thesis  
Annotated 
Bibliographies& 
Summarizing 

Chapters 11, 41, 42, 43  
 
 
King “How Twitter is Reshaping the 
Future of Storytelling” 

266-271/ 
456-465/ 

 
762 

Introduction 
&Thesis 

Statement/ 
Outline 

10 points 
5 points 

 
 

1 point 

May 29 Presentations  3 Minute Thesis   
 

  20 points  
 

1 point 
June 5 Step 4: 

Organizing 
Your Essay 

Chapters 26, 28, 29, 35, 36 422-432 
374-376/ 
383-390 

Annotated 
Bibliography 

  

10 Points 
 

1 point 

http://www.studentservices.uwaterloo.ca/disabilities
http://www.studentservices.uwaterloo.ca/disabilities
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 June 7 Developing an 
Argument  

  Workshop 1 point 

June 12 Research Essays 
& Topics 

Chapter 37 
 
Engoron “Why Mad Men is Bad for 
Women”  

436-441 
 

745-751 

Essay 1 
 

In class 
Activity  

20 points 
 

1 point 
 

June 14  Style, Grammar 
and Format  

Chapters 32, 33, 34  400-418 In-Class 
Writing 
Activity   

1 point 

June 19 Developing 
Your Research 
Question  

Chapter 40  451-455 Introduction 
Workshop 
Bring Your 

Drafts  

1 point 

June 21 Reading and 
Responding 

Chapter 44, 45 
D’Addario “Johnny Depp’s Tonto 
Misstep: Race and The Lone Ranger”  
 
Nazaryan “Why Writers Should learn 
Math” 
http://www.newyorker.com/books/page-
turner/why-writers-should-learn-math 

466-470 
928 
 
 
Learn 

Annotated 
Bibliography  

20 points 
 
 

1 point 

June 26 Proof-Reading & 
Editing  

Bring Your Essay Drafts   Workshop  
1 point 

 
July 3 No Class  Canada Day    
Make-up Day for Canada Day observance is July 3rd.  
The loss of a Monday class on July 3rd will be made up by following a Monday schedule on Tuesday July 25rd. 
July 5 Prof/ Student 

Conferences  
Group 1  Bring Your 

Drafts 
1 point 

July 10 Prof/ Student 
Conferences 

Group 2  Bring Your 
Drafts 

1 point 

July 12  Prof/ Student 
Conferences 

Group 3  Bring Your  
Drafts 

1 point 

July 17 Portfolios  Chapter 17: Writing Portfolios 312-320 Research 
Essay 

35 points 
 

1 point 
July 19 Applying What 

You Have 
Learned 

Bring a Cover Letter    1 point  

July 24 Applying What 
You Have 
Learned 

Bring an Article   In- Class 
Activity 

1 point 

July 25 Overview  & 
Conclusions  

  Portfolios 30 points 
1 point 
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