
English 109: Intro to Academic Writing
Instructor:  Dr. J. Andrew Deman – jademan@uwaterloo.ca

Office: HH 142
Office Hours: Friday 10-12

Course Description:
The purpose of English 109 is to help you develop your abilities as a writer and 
reader of texts. Your instructor will help you to think critically and communicate 
effectively. You will learn and practice a variety of strategies for inventing, 
drafting, and editing texts written in different genres and for different audiences. 
You will receive individualized attention and feedback tailored to your needs from 
your instructor.

Required Text:
How to Write Anything: A Guide and Reference 
With Readings, 2nd Ed. By John Ruszkiewicz 
and Jay Dolmage.

Assignments:
Small Written Assignments 

Students will have 8 small written assignments to complete, identified as 
assignments 1-7 & 10. Each assignment will correspond to a chapter in 
our course text, and each will be workshopped in class. 

Essays
Students will have two essays, identified as Assignments 8 & 9, to submit 
for this course: one in the genre of literary analysis and one in the genre 
of rhetorical analysis. The essay assignment and guidelines will be 
available on our course website. 

Final Exam: 
Straightforward questions that will address your understanding of both 
the readings, and of various concepts and perspectives discussed in class.

Note: If you require any additional assistance with a particular assignment, please 
contact me. Additionally, if you are in any way unclear about grading or feedback that you 
have received on an assignment or assignments, please make an appointment to speak 
with me in person, and I will be happy to clarify. 
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Learning Objectives:
Successful students in this course will learn to:

●Recognize and engage in writing as a process that includes reflection, invention, 
drafting, and revision

●Analyze a variety of texts critically and rhetorically, paying attention to 
strategies of persuasion, writer purposes, and effects on readers

●Develop academic research questions and theses
●Creatively and critically analyze and synthesize multiple texts in service of 

writing from research
●Find appropriate academic sources in research for writing and use academic 

citation systems for documenting those sources
●Work closely and effectively with other writers to provide, receive, and apply 

useful feedback for revision from conception and early research to format, 
organization, and style, through final editing stages



Week/Topic Theory Additional Reading Assignment
1 - Intro Introduction Read: 450-464 & 310-315 Assignment 1 due 

2 - Narratives Read: 4-22 Read: 635-641 Assignment 2 due

3 - Reports Read: 44-60 Read: 691-702 Assignment 3 due

4 - Arguments Read: 72-94 Read: 743-747 Assignment 4 due
5 - Evaluations Read: 106-126 Read: 795-798 Assignment 5 due

6 - Casual 
Analyses

Read: 138-156 Read: 800-810 Assignment 6 due

7 - Proposals Read: 176-191 Read: 884-886 Assignment 7 due

8 - Literary 
Analyses I

Read: 206-230 Read: 961-968 Assignment 8.1 due

9 - Literary 
Analyses II

Read: 464-500 Read: 501-539 Assignment 8.2 due

10 - Rhetorical 
Analyses I

Read: 250-263 Read: 983-988 Assignment 9.1 due

11 - Rhetorical 
Analyses II

Read: 566-599 Read: 976-979 Assignment 9.2 due

12 - Application 
Packages

Read 324-329 Read: 316-323 & 330-335 Assignment 10 dueSp
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Schedule (subject to alteration)

A Note on Attendance:
Nightly workshops will be a major component of our class. Attendance at these 
workshops is an absolute necessity, both for the sake of your classmates and for the 
sake of your own learning. As such, attendance is mandatory. Students who do not 
attend a particular class/workshop and do not provide documentation of an excused 
absence, will therefore be given an automatic 10 mark deduction from the 
assignment associated with the workshop that the student failed to attend. For each 
workshop, a sign-in sheet will be distributed. 



Grievance: 
A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of his/her university life has been unfair or unreasonable may 
have grounds for initiating a grievance. Read Policy 70 —Student Petitions and Grievances, Section 4; in addition, consult 
http://arts.uwaterloo.ca/student-grievances-faculty-arts-processes for the Faculty of Arts' grievance processes.

Appeals: 
A student may app eal the finding and/or penalty in a decision made under Policy 70—Student Petitions and Grievances 
(other than regarding a petition) or Policy 71—Student Discipline if a ground for an appeal can be established. Read Policy 72
—Student Appeals: http://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines//policy72.

Academic Integrity website (Arts): http://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/arts/ugrad/academic_responsibility.html

Academic Integrity Office (uWaterloo): http://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/

Accommodation for Students with Disabilities:
Note for Students with Disabilities: The AccessAbility (AS) Office, located in Needles Hall, Room 1132, collaborates with all 
academic departments to arrange appropriate accommodations  for students with disabilities without compromising the 
academic integrity of the curriculum. If you require academic accommodations to lessen the impact of your disability, please 
register with the AS at the beginning of each academic term.

Course Policies:

Care & Consideration:
Writing is not every student's favourite thing to do, and sharing writing with 
others even less-so. This course aims to change that to some extent, but 
please be aware that I am conscious of your potential discomfort and will 
make every effort to provide a safe and nurturing environment for you to 
cultivate your writing skills. At the same time, you can contribute greatly to 
this environment by treating your classmates and your instructor with equal 
sensitivity and respect. 

Structure:
Writing can seem to be a bit abstract at times. While we don't wish to take a 
purely structuralist perspective, the course will be highly structured. For 
each and every assignment, you will receive a specific and detailed set of 
instructions, a marking rubric, a workshop plan, and guidelines for points of 
emphasis and potential pitfalls. All materials will be made available through 
our course website. Additionally, your instructor will be readily available to 
answer any questions that you may have through email or office visitations. 

Practicality:
The information you receive throughout this term will be based upon 
extensive research into the dynamic field of writing composition, and from 
other associated fields (rhetoric, semiotics, communications studies, 
linguistics). Simply put, I am not going to waste your time.  No drum circles, 
no “is a cup without a bottom still a cup?” philosophical questions, and no 
smooth jazz music while we read each other's work. This course is designed 
to provide immediate practical benefits to you throughout your academic 
career and throughout your professional career as well. Being a good writer 
can (and will) open a lot of doors for you. 

Course Practices:

Academic Integrity: 
The Faculty of Arts requires that the following note regarding 
avoidance of academic offenses be included on all course 
outlines: In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, 
members of the University of Waterloo are expected to 
promote honesty, trust, fairness, respect, and responsibility. 
Discipline: A student is expected to know what constitutes 
academic integrity, to avoid committing academic offenses, 
and to take responsibility for his/her actions. A student who is 
unsure whether an action constitutes an offense, or who needs 
help in learning how to avoid offenses (e.g., plagiarism, 
cheating), or about “rules” for group work/collaboration should 
seek guidance from the course professor, academic advisor, or 
the Undergraduate Associate Dean. When misconduct has 
been found to have occurred, disciplinary penalties will be 
imposed under Policy 71—Student Discipline, 
http://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-
guidelines/policy-71.  
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