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Introduction 
 
Welcome to English 190. This course will introduce you to the study of Shakespeare’s works at 
the University level. We will read plays in each of the major genres in which he wrote: history, 
tragedy, comedy, and romance. I’m looking forward to talking about the plays with you, learning 
from your experience, and introducing you to some approaches and resources that support the 
literary study of this great drama.  
 
Upon completion of the course, successful students should be better able to:  
 

 conduct close analysis of passages, imagery, character, and dramatic situation; 

 use the Oxford English Dictionary to develop better understanding and analytical 
arguments about passages from Shakespeare’s works; 

 collect evidence for essays about literature;  

 organize evidence into argument;  

 deliver, in writing, arguments about the meaning, power, and affect of the plays we 
study.  

 
Textbook: I have ordered The Norton Shakespeare into the UW bookstore. There should be 
copies available second hand as well. I would like you to have this edition. If, for whatever 
reason, you do not have that edition, then you must have editions that have introductions, 
annotations, and line numbers.  
 
Assignments  
 
Quizzes (40%) 
 
In ten of the twelve weeks of term we will have a quiz in class. These will be open book; you can 
refer to the work in question, to any other material in the book, and to any marginal notes you 
have made during your reading. You will have half an hour to write the quiz.  
 
Each quiz will require you to answer one question with one paragraph. The question will be 
about the reading you have been assigned for that day. I may set a passage for you to comment 
on, or ask you something like “What are your favourite lines in the section of the play assigned 
for today? Why did you choose the ones you chose?” or “What do we discover about character 
X in this section of the play, and why is it important to the drama?”  
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The answer paragraph will state your thesis, then go on to prove it using evidence from the 
work you are discussing. It will be a strong, well-shaped paragraph and your grammar, spelling, 
and vocabulary choices will be impeccable. Okay, maybe not, but they count, is my point. The 
paragraph will be marked out of 4 marks, 1 mark for the thesis, 3 marks for good points 
supported by evidence. Up to 1 point can be deducted for errors in spelling, grammar, and 
vocabulary use (at a rate of ¼ point per error).  
 
Essay (20%) 
 
Your essay will be about Richard II and Henry IV, Part One (these works will not be covered on 
the exam). The essay will be 4 to 5 pages long. It will not use resources other than the textbook 
and, if appropriate, the Oxford English Dictionary. It will put forward an argument well-
supported by evidence.  
 
Warning: Internet study materials are not good sources for writing essays. I do not want to see 
references to them in your essays, and if you borrow anything from them without crediting 
them I will take action, which could include establishing a case of plagiarism. Internet study 
materials may be helpful for you in preparing for the exam, and you are free to use them then if 
you find them helpful.  
 
Topics 
 

1. How are power and verbal style related in these two plays? 
2. What makes a good king in these plays?  
3. How is England represented in these plays?  
4. Select a set of lines (2-6) from each play. Use them to support an argument about the 

similarities and differences between the plays.  
5. One of the differences between Henry and Richard is they imagine themselves speaking 

to different audiences. Construct an argument around the substance of this statement.  
6. What are the dominant feelings produced in the audience by each of these plays? How 

do we understand the plays differently because of this dimension?  
7. Take one word that appears in both plays, and look it up in the OED. Build an essay 

around the definitions you find in the OED, and the uses of the word in the plays.  
 
The essay will be graded according to the following rubric:  
 
Thesis statement: 10% 
Quality of argument: 10% 
Structure of argument: 20% 
Quality and use of evidence, including documentation: 40% 
Spelling, grammar, and vocabulary choice: 10% (one mark off for each error up to 10).  
 
 
 



Rules 
 
Laptops and cellphones: I am happy for you to bring your laptops to class, and to leave your 
cellphones on during normal class activities. The computers are for class work, however, and 
the cellphones are not to be used unless there is an emergency. If I perceive that you are doing 
other activities on your computers, I will ask that they be closed.  
 
Email: the University’s policy is that you must activate your University email, and you are 
responsible for messages sent to it. You can have mail to that account forwarded from it to the 
email that you use more regularly.  
 
Late and illness policy: I will only accept late assignments or re-schedule quizzes if you bring me 
a doctor’s note saying that you were unable to submit the assignment on the due date. For the 
essay, the late penalty is 2% per day, including weekends, up to one week. After one week, the 
essay will not be accepted.  
 
In addition, the Faculty of Arts at the University of Waterloo requires that I include the following 
information on the course outline:  
 

Academic Integrity: in order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of the 
University of Waterloo community are expected to promote honesty, trust, fairness, respect 
and responsibility. 

Grievance:  A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of his/her 
university life has been unfair or unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a grievance. 
Read Policy 70 - Student Petitions and Grievances, Section 4, 
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy70.htm  
 
Discipline: A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity, to avoid 
committing academic offenses, and to take responsibility for his/her actions. A student who 
is unsure whether an action constitutes an offense, or who needs help in learning how to 
avoid offenses (e.g., plagiarism, cheating) or about “rules” for group work/collaboration 
should seek guidance from the course professor, academic advisor, or the Undergraduate 
Associate Dean. When misconduct has been found to have occured, disciplinary penalties 
will be imposed under Policy 71 – Student Discipline. For information on categories of 
offenses and types of penalties, students should refer to Policy 71 - Student Discipline, 
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy71.htm 
 
Appeals: A student may appeal the finding and/or penalty in a decision made under Policy 
70 - Student Petitions and Grievances (other than regarding a petition) or Policy 71 - Student 
Discipline if a ground for an appeal can be established. Read Policy 72 - Student Appeals, 
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy72.htm 
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Schedule  
 

Date Topic Reading Assignment 

M September 12 Introduction   

W September 14 Richard II Act I  

M September 19 Richard II Act II  QUIZ 1 

W September 21 Your essay (bring questions 
about the assignment)  
Using the OED 

  

M September 26 Richard II Acts III and IV QUIZ 2 

W September 28 Richard II Act V   

M October 3 Henry IV, Part One Act I QUIZ 3 

W October 5 Henry IV, Part One Acts II and III  

M October 10 HOLIDAY   

W October 12 Henry IV, Part One Act IV   

M October 17 Henry IV, Part One Act V QUIZ 4 

W October 19 Much Ado About Nothing Acts I and II  

M October 24 Much Ado About Nothing Act III QUIZ 5 

W October 26 Much Ado About Nothing Act IV  

M October 31 Much Ado About Nothing Act V QUIZ 6 

W November 2 Hamlet Act I  

M November 7 Hamlet Act II QUIZ 7 

W November 9 Hamlet Act III  

M November 14 Hamlet Act IV QUIZ 8 

W November 16 Hamlet Act V  

M November 21 The Tempest Acts I and II QUIZ 9 

W November 23 The Tempest Act III  

M November 28 The Tempest Acts IV and V QUIZ 10 

W November 30 Course summary and exam 
information 

  

M December 5 Make-up class if needed   

 


