
English 190, Introduction to Shakespeare 
Professor Kathy Acheson 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 11:30-12:50 
Office: HH 225 
koa@uwaterloo.ca  
Office hours: Tuesday and Thursday, 10:00-11:00, or by appointment 
 
Hello. I’m delighted to welcome you to English 190, Introduction to Shakespeare. We have an 
exciting term ahead of us. We will work on four plays, one in each of Shakespeare’s major 
genres. But or the first half of the term we will work on a special project – developing the 
storylines for a game about Romeo and Juliet aimed at 12 to 15 year olds, and designed to build 
audience for the Stratford Festival.  
 
Our classroom assistant: I’d like to introduce you to Matthew Gaster, a PhD student in English. 
He’s going to be helping us with our special project. He can be reached at 
mgaster@uwaterloo.ca.  
 
Textbooks: I have ordered the Arden edition of the following plays by William Shakespeare:  
 

 Much Ado About Nothing  

 The Tempest  

 Henry IV Part One 

 Romeo and Juliet 
 
I’d like you to have those editions, but other scholarly editions are acceptable – they need to 
have annotations, line numbers, and an introduction to the play.  
 
LEARN: We will be using the University’s course management system, LEARN. That means you 
have to be registered for the course and have paid your fees or you won’t have access. Sorry, 
not my policy .  
 
Schedule  
 

Date Play Topic Activity Assignment 

09/11  Syllabus   

09/13 Romeo and 
Juliet  

Play 
overview 

Please read the play before you get 
to class  

 

09/18 Romeo and 
Juliet 

Stratford 
Festival 

Visit from Andrea Jackson, head of 
Education for the Stratford Festival 

Journal 1 

09/20 Romeo and 
Juliet 

Games Visit from Andrew Matlock, CEO 
Industrycorp 

 

09/25 Romeo and 
Juliet 

Game 
concept  

Establish groups and captains Journal 2 
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09/27 Romeo and 
Juliet 

Mapping R 
and J 

Please come prepared to 
contribute to the class’s efforts to 
create a map of Verona and its 
environs.  

 

09/30  Passages Post your contribution by midnight  

10/02 Romeo and 
Juliet 

Passages Group captains present passages Journal 3 

10/02  Locations  Post your contribution by midnight  

10/04 Romeo and 
Juliet 

Locations Group captains present locations   

10/07  Characters Post your contribution by midnight  

10/09 Romeo and 
Juliet 

Characters Group captains present characters  Journal 4 

10/09  Objects Post your contribution by midnight  

10/11 Romeo and 
Juliet 

Objects Group captains present objects  

10/14  Contexts Post your contributions by 
midnight 

 

10/16 Romeo and 
Juliet 

Contexts Group captains present contexts Journal 5 

10/18 Romeo and 
Juliet 

Summary What are we sending on to 
Andrew? How do we increase 
replay value?  

 

 Much Ado 
About 
Nothing 

Go to the 
play 

Stratford: Much Ado and a tour of 
the costume warehouse. Meet at 
HH on the Ring Road at 9:45.  

FIELD TRIP 

10/23 Much Ado 
About 
Nothing 

Act I Comedy Journal 6  

10/25 Much Ado 
About 
Nothing 

Act II Language and Character Quiz 1 

10/30 Much Ado 
About 
Nothing 

Acts III 
and IV 

Tragedy revisited; gender and 
sexuality 

Journal 7  

11/01 Much Ado 
About 
Nothing 

Act V The End Quiz 2 

11/06 Henry IV Part 
One 

Act I History plays Journal 8  

11/08 Henry IV Part 
One 

Act II and 
III 

Plot and sub-plot; kingship; gender Quiz 3 

11/13 Henry IV Part Acts IV Action, identity, heroism…the End Journal 9  



One and V 

11/15 The Tempest Act I Romance, the exotic, travel 
narrative 

Quiz 4 

11/20 The Tempest Acts II and 
III 

Caliban, Ariel, Setebos; love, peril, 
magic, marriage 

Journal 10  

11/22 The Tempest Acts IV 
and V 

You can’t go home again. Can you?  Quiz 5 

11/27 Wrap up class 

11/29 Make-up class if needed.  

 
Assignments 
 

1. Journal (10%): We will write in class for 15 minutes each week on the topics listed in the 
schedule. You’ll hand it in; as long as it is on topic, civil, and basically well written, you’ll 
get a mark. If it is not on topic, uncivil, or poorly written, you will get no mark. You can’t 
make up a missed journal assignment.  

 
2. Who Killed Romeo and Juliet? (40%) For this project, you will work in groups, but your 

marks will be individually earned. I am hoping for 5 groups of 5. If there are more 
students than that, we will create a mapping group that will be in charge of charting the 
geography of the game.  

 
Each group will be responsible for one of the story pathways for the game: the Friar, the 
Nurse, Lord and Lady Capulet, Romeo, and Gang Rivalry. For each story pathway, your 
group needs to come up with the following:  
 

i. Four passages that express the means, motives or opportunities a 
character or character-type has to kill Romeo and Juliet.  

ii. Three locations that need to be investigated for clues and are related to 
your principal character or character-type.   

iii. Three characters, including your principal one if you have one, who have 
information about the motives, means, or opportunity the principal 
character has to kill Romeo and Juliet.  

iv. Four objects that need to be examined for information about the motives, 
means, or opportunity the principal character has to kill Romeo and Juliet 

v. One social context evoked by the play that can be researched to provide 
further information relevant to the deaths of Romeo and Juliet.  
 

For each of these your group needs to come up with an activity, puzzle or skill-
testing question (15 in all for each group) that the game player can do. For 
instance, for the passages you might have a scrambled version that has to be 
righted or lines that have to be attached to a character; for the locations you 
might have pathways that are treacherous or access that is constrained; for 



characters you might have to figure out where to find the person based on a set 
of clues; for objects, you might have a code that needs to be broken; for social 
context, you might have a set of objects that need to be identified.  
 

b. Reports (5% each x 5): For each of the five areas, you must post a report in the 
LEARN space for the course that is set aside for your group’s work. I ask that you 
write in full sentences with good grammar and accurate spelling, and that you 
include all the elements that I have asked for. It also must be on time (midnight 
two days before the presentation; see schedule). If you do those things, you will 
certainly get 4/5. If you are especially perceptive in your explanations or if you 
create a really great activity and explain it clearly, you will get 5/5. If you are 
weak in your explanations and don’t do the puzzle – 3/5. You can’t make up this 
assignment or be late.  
 

i. Report 1: Passages.  
1. Identify passages that suggest means, motives, or opportunity for 

your character or character-type. 
2. Explain briefly why you have chosen each of the passages.  
3. Invent two different puzzles related to the passages and briefly 

describe them.  
 

ii. Report 2: Locations 
1. Identify two locations that have clues about your character or 

character-type’s implication in the deaths of Romeo and Juliet.  
2. Identify clues that might be found in those locations.  
3. Invent a puzzle related to one of the clues in one of the locations. 

 
iii. Report 3: Characters 

1. Identify other three characters (including your principal one, if you 
have one) who have information about the means, motives, or 
opportunity of your character or character-type.  

2. Briefly comment on a speech by or about the character that gives 
evidence supporting your choice.  

3. Invent a puzzle related to one of the characters and briefly 
describe it.  
 

iv. Report 4: Objects 
1. Identify two objects that provide information about your character 

or character-type’s implication in the deaths of R and J.  
2. Describe how these objects might give a detective clues about the 

deaths.  
3. Invent a puzzle related to the objects  

 
v. Report 5: Context 



1. Identify one social or historical context that might help us 
understand motives, means, or opportunity of your character or 
character-type.  

2. Substantiate your choice with reference to the play.  
3. From research (in the play’s introduction, from encyclopedias) list 

a few factors that contribute to your decision to choose the 
context.  

4. Invent a puzzle related to the context.  
 

c. Being the Captain (15%): Each of you will take one turn at being the captain of 
your team. Your responsibilities as captain are as follows:  
 

i. Pull together the contributions of the group into one coherent document, 
reducing the number of items to that found in list 2a1-v (5 for passages, 2 
for locations, 3 for characters, 4 for objects, 1 for social context). Select 
from the puzzle concepts presented by your group so that you have the 
same number of puzzles as you have items. (5%) 

ii. Present the group’s work in class (ten minutes) and respond to comments 
and questions. (10%)  
 

3. Quizzes (50%): For each of Henry IV, Part One, Much Ado, and The Tempest. These 
quizzes will be 30 minutes long; typically I will give you a passage and ask that you 
identify the speaker and the context (2 point), summarize the meaning of the passage (2 
point), and comment on what it reveals about the character or how it is related to 
broader themes of the play (6 points). An excellent answer will correctly identify the 
speaker and context, accurately summarize the meaning, and comment perceptively on 
the passage using evidence from the passage to support your argument. A less excellent 
answer will do less of these things…  

 

Academic Integrity: 

Academic Integrity: In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of the 
University of Waterloo are expected to promote honesty, trust, fairness, respect and 
responsibility. 
Discipline: A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity, to avoid 
committing academic offences, and to take responsibility for his/her actions. A student 
who is unsure whether an action constitutes an offence, or who needs help in learning 
how to avoid offences (e.g., plagiarism, cheating) or about “rules” for group 
work/collaboration should seek guidance from the course professor, academic advisor, or 
the Undergraduate Associate Dean. When misconduct has been found to have occurred, 
disciplinary penalties will be imposed under Policy 71 – Student Discipline. For information 
on categories of offenses and types of penalties, students should refer to Policy 71 - 
Student Discipline, http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy71.htm. 

http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy71.htm


Grievance: A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of his/her 
university life has been unfair or unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a 
grievance. Read Policy 70 - Student Petitions and Grievances, Section 4, 
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy70.htm. 
Appeals: A student may appeal the finding and/or penalty in a decision made under Policy 
70 - Student Petitions and Grievances (other than regarding a petition) or Policy 71 - 
Student Discipline if a ground for an appeal can be established. Read Policy 72 - Student 
Appeals, http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy72.htm. 
 Academic Integrity website (Arts): 
http://arts.uwaterloo.ca/arts/ugrad/academic_responsibility.html 
Academic Integrity Office (uWaterloo): http://uwaterloo.ca/academicintegrity/ 

Accommodation for Students with Disabilities: 

Note for students with disabilities: The Office for Persons with Disabilities (OPD), located 
in Needles Hall, Room 1132, collaborates with all academic departments to arrange 
appropriate accommodations for students with disabilities without compromising the 
academic integrity of the curriculum.  If you require academic accommodations to lessen 
the impact of your disability, please register with the OPD at the beginning of each 
academic term. 
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