
English 200B                        Survey of British Literature 2                         Winter 2015 
Mondays and Wednesdays 1:00-2:20 pm in DWE 1502 

 
This course outline contains important information about this course. Please keep it with 

your course notes. 
 
Welcome to English 200B. I am your instructor, Dr. Shelley Hulan. My contact 
information is:  
 
office: Hagey Hall 255 
e-mail: shulan@uwaterloo.ca  
tele.: 519-888-4567 x36867 
 
office hours: Wednesdays 11:00 am—12:00 pm and 4:15 pm—5:15 pm  
  other times by appointment 
       
Course Description and Outcomes: English 200B is a survey of canonical British 
literature from the late eighteenth century to the mid-twentieth that spans several literary 
periods, including Romanticism, Victorian writing, and Modernism in Britain. 
 Survey courses provide a general overview of matter with which you need to be 
familiar in order to move into advanced-level English courses. Usually organized 
chronologically, as this course is, they also trace significant historical movements in a 
given place (in this course, Britain) as they affect literature, looking at literary texts as 
they emerge between the twin poles of tradition and innovation. At the end of this course, 
you should be able to: 
 
• recognize the major genres of British literature between c1780s and c1940s 
• set the emergence (or re-emergence) of those genres into their correct historical and  
  social contexts 
• write comparatively about these genres’ defining characteristics and the ideas these     
  characteristics help express 
• identify the key literary devices in the course texts 
 
The emphasis in this course falls on speaking and writing precisely about different 
literary tools and concepts significant during this period, tools and concepts that continue 
to influence contemporary literature and that also, themselves, inherit older literary 
forms. For these reasons, the course assignments are in-class tests rather than out-of-class 
essays. 
 
Course Texts 
 
Dickens, Charles. A Tale of Two Cities. 
Greenblatt, Stephen, gen. ed. The Norton Anthology of English Literature Volume 2, 9th 
ed. 
Orwell, George. Animal Farm. 
 

mailto:shulan@uwaterloo.ca
mailto:shulan@uwaterloo.ca


 2 

Grade Breakdown 
 
Participation  15% 
Test 1   25% 
Test 2   25% 
Final exam  35% 
 
Participation: I define participation as your preparedness for class and your participation 
in class discussions. Not all class discussions will call on students to demonstrate a 
detailed knowledge of the material they had to read before the lecture; however, speaking 
up in class is one way of showing that you are keeping up with the course readings. 
 
Missed Test Policies: Students need to be sure that everyone in the class is treated 
equally.  A late policy is one means of ensuring this equal treatment.  
  
1.  Many unexpected events can happen to students over the course of the term.  If you 
have a valid reason for writing a make-up test at a later date, you and I must find a 
mutually convenient new date.  That new date will not be more than two weeks beyond 
the original test day.  In the absence of a valid reason for rescheduling the test, your mark 
for the test will be entered as 0.  Please note that examinations and tests will not be 
rescheduled for reasons of personal convenience. 
 You must submit documents that support your reason for missing a test or an 
exam.  For example, in the case of illness, you have to bring me a doctor’s or other health 
care professional’s note.  Contact me as soon as you realize that you will be unable to 
attend the test or exam.  This brings me to my next policy: 
2.  Contact me in a timely manner.  Students must contact me as soon as they realize that 
they will be unable to write the exam.  This means they have to let me know before the 
day of the test if at all possible.  A student who contacts me after the test or who fails to 
set a date for the make-up within two weeks of the day of the original test will not be 
permitted to write the make-up.  The only way around this rule is by proving that you 
were totally incapacitated on the day of the test and for the two weeks following it. 
 A further note on tests and exams: The University does not consider student travel 
plans an acceptable reason for arranging an alternative final examination time. See 
https://uwaterloo.ca/registrar/final-examinations/examination-regulations-and-related-
matters for more information related to the administration of final exams, including 
accommodation and scheduling conflicts. 
 
The Faculty of Arts requires the following statements on all Arts course outlines:  
 
Cross-listed course   
Please note that a cross-listed course will count in all respective averages no matter under 
which rubric it has been taken. For example, a PHIL/PSCI cross-list will count in a 
Philosophy major average, even if the course was taken under the Political Science 
rubric.  
 
Academic integrity: In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of the  
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University of Waterloo are expected to promote honesty, trust, fairness, respect and  
responsibility.  
 
Discipline: A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity, to avoid  
committing academic offences, and to take responsibility for his/her actions. A student 
who is unsure whether an action constitutes an offence, or who needs help in learning 
how to avoid offences (e.g., plagiarism, cheating) or about “rules” for group 
work/collaboration should seek guidance from the course professor, academic advisor, or 
the Undergraduate Associate Dean. When misconduct has been found to have occurred, 
disciplinary penalties will be imposed under Policy 71: Student Discipline.  
 
Policy 71 – Student Discipline: For information on categories of offenses and types of 
penalties, students should refer to Policy 71 - Student Discipline. See 
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-71 for more 
information. 
 
Grievance: A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of his/her 
university life has been unfair or unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a 
grievance. Read Policy 70 - Student Petitions and Grievances, Section 4, which you will 
find at https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-70 
   
Appeals: A student may appeal the finding and/or penalty in a decision made under 
Policy 70 - Student Petitions and Grievances (other than regarding a petition) or Policy 
71 - Student Discipline if a ground for an appeal can be established. Read Policy 72 - 
Student Appeals at https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-
72.   
 
Other sources of information for students:  
Academic Integrity website (Arts): 
https://uwaterloo.ca/arts/current-undergraduates/student-support/ethical-behaviour 
 
Academic Integrity Office (uWaterloo): https://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/ 
 
Note for students with disabilities: The AccessAbility Services office, located in Needles 
Hall Room 1132, collaborates with all academic departments to arrange appropriate 
accommodations for students with disabilities without compromising the academic 
integrity of the curriculum.  If you require academic accommodations to lessen the 
impact of your disability, please register with the AS office at the beginning of each 
academic term. This is the office website: https://uwaterloo.ca/disability-services/ 
 
Technology in the Classroom:  
 
Laptops: If you use a laptop to take notes, please ensure that you do not disturb your 
neighbours. From time to time, I will ask for laptops to be closed for class discussion. I 
reserve the right to limit laptop use where use distracts the owner and/or other class 
members from the lecture and discussion. 
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Other electronic devices: Please refrain from using smart phones or other electronic 
devices during class time. Research has shown that these devices present a distraction and 
impair learning for both the user and other members of the class. See 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0360131512002254 
If you require accommodation for the use of an electronic device other than a laptop, 
please consult the instructor. 
 
Class schedule 
 
Note: Most authors appear by surname, unless clarity requires the use of the first name 
also. Except for A Tale of Two Cities and Animal Farm, all readings are found in your 
anthology. 
 
The Late Eighteenth Century and Transitions to Romanticism 
Jan. 5  course introduction 
Jan. 7  Barbauld, “The Mouse’s Petition” (32-33), “Washing-Day” (38-39); Smith, 

“Written in the Church-Yard at Middleton in Sussex” (42)  
Jan. 12  Blake, “The Ecchoing Green” (49), “The Chimney Sweeper” (51-52), 

“The Little Black Boy” (50-51), “The Garden of Love” (60-61); “The Tyger” 
(58-59) 

Jan. 14  Burns, “To a Mouse” (85), “Tam o’Shanter: A Tale” (88-93) 
Jan. 19  Wollstonecraft, “From A Vindication of the Rights of Woman” (98-103, end of 

page; 120 from “Ignorance is a frail base for virtue!”-124); Wordsworth, “The 
Crossing of the Alps” (190) 

 
Romanticism and the Romantics 
Jan. 21 Wordsworth, “The Crossing of the Alps” (191), “Resolution and  

Independence” (175-77), “I wandered lonely as a cloud” (177-78) 
Jan. 26  Coleridge, “The Rime of the Ancient Mariner” (256-72); “Kubla Khan” (272-

74) 
Jan. 28   Shelley, from A Defense of Poetry (starting at 435, “Sounds as well as 

thoughts…”- 438, end of page), “Ozymandias” (386), “England in 1819” (387), 
“Ode to the West Wind” (388-90) 

Feb. 2  Test 1  
Feb. 4  Byron, “She Walks in Beauty” (318); Keats, “Ode on Melancholy” (496-97)  
 
The Victorian Era  
Feb. 9  Dickens, A Tale of Two Cities 
Feb. 11  A Tale of Two Cities 

Feb. 16-20: Reading Week 
Feb. 23  A Tale of Two Cities 
Feb. 25  Tennyson, “The Lotos-Eaters” (623-24), “Ulysses” (624-25) 
March 2 Browning, “‘Childe Roland to the Dark Tower Came’” (723-29); Barrett 

Browning, “The Runaway Slave at Pilgrim’s Point” (592-98) 
March 4 Arnold, “Dover Beach” (764-65); Rossetti, Goblin Market (803-15) 
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March 9 Test 2 
Mar. 11 Rossetti, Goblin Market; Stevenson, The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. 

Hyde (832-74) 
Mar.16  Stevenson, Strange Case 
 
Turning to Modernism 
Mar.18  Conrad, Heart of Darkness (999-1057) 
Mar.23  Conrad, Heart of Darkness; Orwell, Animal Farm 
Mar.25  Orwell, Animal Farm 
Mar.30  Woolf, “Professions for Women” (1217-20); Mansfield, “The Garden Party” 

(1337-47) 
April 1 Mansfield, “The Garden Party”; Joyce, “Araby” (1223-27) 
April 6   Joyce, “Araby”; course review   
 
 
 


