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University of Waterloo 
English Language & Literature 

ENGL 211 
First Nations, Metis, and Inuit Literatures 

Fall 2015 
M, W 2:30 – 3:50 HH 150 

Instructor  
Instructor: Professor Linda Warley 
Office: PAS 2433 
Office Phone: ex. 35379 
Office Hours: Wednesdays 10:00 – 12:00  
Email: lwarley@uwaterloo.ca 
Please make an appointment with me if you cannot meet me during office hours 
 
Note: This course is managed on Learn. 
 
Course Description 
This course is an introduction to indigenous literatures in Canada. We will read works in several 
genres—novels, poetry, drama, essay, oratory, autobiography, and more. We will study texts 
that date back to the 19th century or earlier, as well as more recent texts, with an eye to 
connecting them, thereby creating an awareness of how the past continues to shape the 
present. Our analyses will be informed by indigeneous literary criticism, which draws our 
attention to how indigenous literatures affirm indigenous knowledge, world views, and values. 

Course Goals and Learning Outcomes 
Upon completion of this course, students should: 

• Gain a deeper understanding of and respect for indigenous peoples in Canada and their 
cultures 

• Develop an understanding of the role literarture plays in indigenous cultures and 
develop a sense of literary traditions 

• Become familiar with some of Canada’s many indigenous authors 
• Be able to contexualize contemporary so-called “Native issues” in terms of history, 

politics, culture, and philosophy 
• Conduct interdisciplinary research and integrate it into a research project 
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Required Texts 
1. An Anthology of Canadian Native Literature in English. 4th edition. Ed. Daniel David Moses, 

Terry Goldie and Armand Garnet Ruffo 
2. Monkey Beach. Eden Robinson 
3. Indian Horse. Richard Wagamese 

 
Note: The Anthology has a companion website. This is a good place to begin your research.  

Another useful online resources is this website Groundwork for Change. It curates numerous 
resources and aims to foster solidarity among indigenous peoples and other Canadians. 

Course Requirements and Assessment 
Midterm Test   October 19      20% 
Discussion board  10 posts      10% 
Research project  November 30 & Dec 2     40% 
Final examination   exam period      30 % 
 
Midterm Test 

At the midway point in the course, students will write a test involving short essay-style answers 
to specific questions about the authors, the literary works, and the interpretations we have 
discussed in class.  

Discussion Board 
Learn has a function called the discussion board which provides a place for class members to 
write comments about the course material and our ongoing discussions of it. Use this as a place 
to further reflect, pose questions, enter debates, etc. I will occasionally comment, but mostly I 
will monitor the discussion. This is your space, but remember that you are part of the class 
community. Each post counts for 1 mark. All you have to do is post to earn the mark. 

Research Project 
In this assignment you will create a research object that represents a critical analysis of or 
engagement with (i.e. entering into a critical conversation with) one of the authors whose 
works we have studied in the course. You have some creative reign here. You could write a 
blog, create an artwork, write a play, make a web site, create a game, make a model, write a 
traditional English essay—or something else. Play to your strengths, but please remember that 
all project ideas have to be approved by me. The work must incorporate—and cite 
appropriately—secondary critical material. That is, you can’t just paint a picture; you must also 
include a written statement (in whatever medium) to demonstrate how your research has 
informed your project. If you write an essay, it must be at least 10 pages long. If you make 
something else, it must include a 4 page essay that explains what you have learned from 

http://www.oupcanada.com/higher_education/companion/literature/9780195443530.html
http://www.oupcanada.com/higher_education/companion/literature/9780195443530.html
http://www.groundworkforchange.org/
http://www.groundworkforchange.org/
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making this object and how your reseach has informed it. In evaluating the object I will be 
looking for seriousness of effort, intellectual ambition, deep critical thinking, thoughtful 
analysis, and careful execution. Discuss your idea with me well in advance of beginning your 
work. At the end of the course students will present their work to the class as a whole. It will be 
fun. Trust me.  

Final Examination  

The final examination will cover all of the course material and will be scheduled during the 
exam period.  

Schedule of Classes 

Week Date Authors  Readings (page numbers in anthology) 
1 Sept 14 

Sept 16 
Introduction 
Unnamed 
Gerald Taiaiake Alfred 

Syllabus 
“Traditional History of the Confederacy” 
(2-4) from Peace, Power, Righteousness 
(546-56) 

2 Sept 21 
 
 
Sept 23 

Joseph Brant  
E. Pauline Johnson 
 
George Copway 
 

“Letter,” “Condolence Speech” (13-15)   
“The Cattle Thief” (37-38), “The Song My 
Paddle Sings” (40-41) 
from The Life of Kah-Ge-Ga-Gah-Bowh 
(16-24) 

3 Sept 28 
Sept 30 

Maria Campbell 
Mary Augusta Tappage 

from Halfbreed (139-50) 
“Tyee-Big Chief,” “The Lillooets,” “At Birth 
(47-50)” 

4 Oct 5 
Oct 7 

Harry Robinson  
Thomas King 

“Coyote Challenges God “(81-85) 
“The One About Coyote Going West” 
(200-08) 

5 Oct 12 
Oct 14 

Thanksgiving  
Basil H. Johnston 

NO CLASS 
“One Generation from Extinction” 
“Is that All There Is? Tribal Literature” 
(106-19) 

6 Oct 19 
Oct 21 

MIDTERM TEST 
Eden Robinson 

 
Monkey Beach 

7 Oct 26 
Oct 28 

Contd.  
Jeannette C. Armstrong 

Monkey Beach Contd. 
“History Lesson,” “Threads of Old 
Memory,” “Keepers Words” (244-56) 

8 Nov 2 
 
Nov 4 

Marilyn Dumont 
 
Marie Clements  

“Squaw Poems,” “Let the Ponies Out,” 
“Circle the Wagons,” “Broadway” (436-
42) 
Urban Tattoo (529-45) 

9 Nov 9 Emma Lee Warrior “Compatriots” (175-82) 
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Policies 

Late Work  

Tests and exams will be rescheduled ONLY for medical reasons or equivalent emergencies. 
Because the research projects are due at the end of the term and are to be presented in class 
there will be no extensions.  

Electronic Device Policy 

We will negotiate this together on the first day of classes.  

Attendance Policy 
A classroom is a community. Use this as an opportunity for seminar-style learning that is usually 
only available in year four or in graduate school. In other words: be there. Be mentally present. 
Do the readings in advance of class. Come to class with questions and comments.  

Institutional-required statements for undergraduate course outlines approved by Senate 
Undergraduate Council, April 14, 2009  

Academic Integrity   
Academic Integrity: In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of the 
University of Waterloo are expected to promote honesty, trust, fairness, respect and 
responsibility.  
 
Discipline: A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity, to avoid 
committing academic offences, and to take responsibility for his/her actions. A student who is 
unsure whether an action constitutes an offence, or who needs help in learning how to avoid 
offences (e.g., plagiarism, cheating) or about “rules” for group work/collaboration should seek 
guidance from the course professor, academic advisor, or the Undergraduate Associate Dean. 
When misconduct has been found to have occurred, disciplinary penalties will be imposed 

Nov 11 Richard Wagamese Indian Horse 
10 Nov 16 

Nov 18 
Contd.  
Unnamed 

Indian Horse Contd. 
Traditional Inuit songs (5-12) 

11 Nov 23 
 
Nov 25 

Alootook Ipellie 
 
Michael Arvaarluk  
Martin Martin 

“Summit with Sedna, the Mother of Sea 
Beasts,” “Waking Up” (354-60) 
“Kaugiagjuk” (260-63) 
“We the Inuit are Changing” (51-53) 

12 Nov 30  
 
Dec 2 

Research project 
showcase 
Research project 
showcase 
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under Policy 71 – Student Discipline. For information on categories of offenses and types of 
penalties, students should refer to Policy 71 - Student Discipline.   
Grievance: A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of his/her university 
life has been unfair or unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a grievance. Read Policy 70 
- Student Petitions and Grievances, Section 4.   
Appeals: A student may appeal the finding and/or penalty in a decision made under Policy 70 - 
Student Petitions and Grievances (other than regarding a petition) or Policy 71 - Student 
Discipline if a ground for an appeal can be established. Read Policy 72 - Student Appeals.  
 
Other sources of information for students  
Academic integrity (Arts) Academic Integrity Office (uWaterloo)  
 

Accommodation for Students with Disabilities 
 
Note for students with disabilities: The AccessAbility Services office, located in the new 
Needles Hall extension Room 1401, collaborates with all academic departments to arrange 
appropriate accommodations for students with disabilities without compromising the academic 
integrity of the curriculum. If you require academic accommodations to lessen the impact of 
your disability, please register with the AS office at the beginning of each academic term.  

https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-71
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-71
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-70
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-70
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-70
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-72
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-72
https://uwaterloo.ca/arts/ethical-behavior
https://uwaterloo.ca/arts/ethical-behavior
https://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/
https://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/
https://uwaterloo.ca/disability-services/
https://uwaterloo.ca/disability-services/
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