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University of Waterloo 
Department of English Language and Literature 

ENGL251 
Literary Theory and Criticism 

Autumn 2018 
Mondays and Wednesdays, 1:00-2:20, St. Jerome’s 1, Room 3016 

 
Instructor Information 
Instructor: David Shakespeare 
Office: HH 369 
Office Hours: Mondays and Wednesdays, 2:30-4:15; Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1:00-2:00 
e-mail: rdshakespeare@uwaterloo.ca 
e-mail for appointment if the office hours are not convenient and you need to meet with me. 

Course Description 

In this course, we will explore some major twentieth-century approaches to interpreting language, 
especially as manifested in literature. We will investigate four broad strands of critical perspectives 
and their methodologies, where these latter are applicable: language, subjectivity, history, and race 
and place. Doing so will involve reading primary documents, in translation where necessary, of the 
significant work of influential thinkers, literary texts, and applications of the theory to those literary 
texts. We will ask questions and seek answers about the act of interpretation of a literary text that 
might be more broadly applicable to reading any kind of writing. 

Course Goals and Learning Outcomes 

This course will help us to think through our own thinking processes. By reading a variety of 
theoretical positions and applying those approaches to our reading, we can challenge ourselves to 
reconsider our assumptions and adopt a more critical frame for thinking. 
 
Upon completion of this course, successful students should be able to: 

A. comprehend some of the major twentieth-century arguments for interpreting literature 

• demonstrate a reflection of that reading by keeping a journal that responds to a given 
prompt about the reading 

• respond to questions about the readings in class and on the course examination 
B. understand how theoretical positions underpin critical analysis 

• investigate critical essays by professional scholars and identify the assumptions being 
made and the methodology being adopted 

• participate in class discussions and group work sessions to evaluate the relationship 
between theory and practice 

C. apply theoretical positions to support a reading of a literary text 

• compose an argumentative essay that interprets a short story or poem 

• respond to questions in class and on the course examination that ask for an 
application of a theory to a given literary text 

D. communicate complex ideas to an academic audience 

• develop thinking, writing, and speaking at a post-secondary level by completing 
written assignments and participating in large class and small group discussions 
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Required Texts 

• Modern Criticism and Theory: A Reader. Third Edition. Eds. David Lodge and Nigel Wood. 

• The Art of the Short Story. Eds. Dana Giola and R. S. Gwynn. 

• Selected poetry as indicated by the instructor to be distributed/shown in class 
You might find some of this material by searching for it online, but these textbooks offer 
introductions, notes, and, in the case of the short story reader, the essays that we’ll investigate.  

Course Requirements and Assessment 

Assessment Date of Evaluation Weighting 
Reading Journal multiple dates; see schedule below 20% 
Unit Review Reports multiple dates; see schedule below 30% 
Essay 12 November 20% 
Final Examination date t.b.a.; see UW exam schedule 30% 

Total  100% 
In what follows you will find brief descriptions of the assignments; fuller details will be available as 
we approach the deadlines. 
 
Reading Journal 
Approximately every two weeks, you will submit a journal of your responses to prompts given by 
the instructor about your grappling with the course material. The journal may be either hand written 
or composed on a word processor and printed out. This will primarily be a record for you, so the 
instructor will check it largely for completion, but also for the quality of your engagement with the 
material: if you do not think deeply through the ideas at the time of reading, you will not be 
successful in the later assessments for the course. Each written response should be approximately 
500 words, so you will submit about 2000 words every two weeks. You must submit the first two 
journals, but may choose to submit only two others after that. 
 
Unit Review Reports 
At the end of the middle three major units of the course, you will meet with other students in the 
class in small groups during class time. You will be given several poems to read and interpret, based 
on the material that the class covered in that unit. Discuss possible interpretations of the poems with 
your peers, making notes as you go. At end of these sessions, you will prepare a report for the 
instructor based on your discussions with your peers and your reflections on them. Describe what 
ideas emerged, whether there was disagreement or consensus, and your role in the proceedings. 
Evaluate what you believe to be the best theoretical approach to one of the poems given in class. 
These will, in other words, be like tests: do not miss these sessions because you will not be able to 
make them up. Without a meeting to report on, you will have nothing to report, and will therefore 
receive a zero (0) on the assignment. If you have a legitimate, documented reason for your absence, 
you and the instructor will determine an alternative method of evaluation in lieu of this assignment. 
Each report will be approximately 700 words, typed and double-spaced. 
 
Essay 
The instructor will provide you with a list of short stories and poems; you will select one of these to 
interpret through the lens of a theoretical perspective of your choice. You will consult at least two 
secondary sources on the poem and incorporate those ideas with your own to form an argument 
about your chosen primary text. The essay will be approximately 2000 words in length, typed and 
double-spaced. 
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Final Examination 
During the December examination period, there will be a test of your knowledge of the course 
material and the opportunity for you to demonstrate your ability to apply that understanding. The 
examination will weigh more heavily on the final unit, Race and Place, but will be cumulative, 
covering the entirety of the course material. You will be tested on your knowledge of key terms, 
ideas, and the theoretical readings, along with a sight passage for you to analyse using a theory we 
have covered in the course. You will have 150 minutes to complete the examination. Without 
legimate documentation, there is no possibility for a deferral or rearrangement of the examination; 
you are advised not to make travel plans until you know the examination schedule. 
 

Course Outline 

The class schedule is subject to change based on weather conditions; you will receive notice via e-
mail as soon as possible if something needs to be changed and what direction the course will take. 
Readings that have an asterisk (*) in front of them will be shortened by the course instructor: 
updates will be posted to the Learn website one week in advance. 
 

Date Topic Readings Assignments Due 

 
Unit 1: “Preparatory to anything else…” 

 

10 September Introduction; 
Preliminary Definitions; 
Asking Questions 

  

12 September Theory before “Theory”; 
Genre 

  

17 September What is “Theory”?;  
Why “Theory”? 

* Paul de Man, “The 
Resistance to Theory”; 
* Terry Eagleton, “The 
Rise and Fall of Theory” 

 

19 September Authors and Authority Roland Barthes, “The 
Death of the Author”; 
Michel Foucault, “What 
Is an Author?” 
essay on Chekhov; 
optional: Chekhov’s story 

 

 
Unit 2: Language 

 

24 September New Criticism James Baldwin, “Sonny’s 
Blues”; 
essay on “Sonny’s Blues” 

Journal Collected 

26 September 
 
 

Russian Formalism and 
Offshoots 

Roman Jakobson, “The 
Metaphoric and 
Metonymic Poles”; 
* Mikhail Bakhtin, “From 
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Date Topic Readings Assignments Due 

 
26 September 

the Prehistory of 
Novelistic Discourse” 

1 October Structuralism *Ferdinand de Saussure, 
“The Object of Study”; 
*Tzvetan Todorov, “The 
Typology of Detective 
Fiction”; 
Faulkner, “Barn 
Burning”; 
essay on “Barn Burning” 

 

3 October Deconstruction and 
Post-Structuralism 

* Jacques Derrida, 
“Structure, Sign, and Play 
in Humanities 
Discourse”; 
Nathaniel Hawthorn, 
“The Birth-Mark” 

 

8 October Thanksgiving Holiday no class meeting  

10 October Study Day no class meeting  

12 October Make-up Day for 
Thanksgiving 

Independent Study 
Day: no class meeting 

 

15 October Unit Review: Language  Journal Collected 

17 October Writing Essays in the 
English Discipline 

  

 
Unit 3: Subjectivity 

 

22 October Early Psychoanalysis * Sigmund Freud, “The 
Premises and Techniques 
of Interpretation…” 

Language Review Report 
Due 

24 October Post-Structuralist 
Psychoanalysis 

* Jacques Lacan, “The 
Insistence of the Letter in 
the Unconscious”; 
Edgar Allan Poe, “The 
Tell-Tale Heart” 

 

29 October Early Feminism * Virginia Woolf, 
“Chapter 2 of…”; 
* Simone de Beauvoir, 
“Myth and Reality…” 

 

31 October Later/French Feminism * Luce Irigaray, “The 
Bodily Encounter with 
the Mother” 
Charlotte Perkins 
Gilman, “The Yellow 
Wallpaper”; essay on 
“The Yellow Wallpaper” 
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Date Topic Readings Assignments Due 

5 November Queer Theory * Eve Kosofsky 
Sedgwick, “The Beast in 
the Closet”; 
Raymond Carver, 
“Cathedral” 

Journal Collected 

7 November Queer Theory * Judith Butler, “Critically 
Queer” 

 

12 November Unit Review: 
Subjectivity 

 Essay Due 

 
Unit 4: History 

 

14 November Marxism * Karl Marx and 
Friedrich Engels, 
“Preface, and The 
Premisses of the 
Materialist Method…”; 
D. H. Lawrence, “The 
Rocking-Horse Winner”; 
essay on “The Rocking-
Horse Winner” 

 

19 November Historicism * Raymond Williams, 
“Country and City…”; * 
* Stephen Greenblatt, 
“The Circulation of 
Social Energy”; 
Jorge Luis Borges, “The 
Garden of the Forking 
Paths” 
essay on “The Garden of 
the Forking Paths” 

Subjectivity Unit Review 
Due 

21 November Postmodernism * Jean-François Lyotard, 
“What Is 
Postmodernism?”; 
* Jean Baudrillard, 
“Simulacra and 
Simulations”; 
Margaret Atwood, 
“Happy Endings” 

Journal Collected 

26 November Unit Review: History 
 

  

 
Unit 5: Race and Place 

 

28 November 
 

Post-colonialism and 
Ethnicity 

* Edward Said, “Crisis (in 
Orientalism”; 

History Unit Report Due 
(note that you may 
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Date Topic Readings Assignments Due 

28 November 
cont’d 

 * Franz Fanon, “The 
Negro and Language” 

submit this on 3 
December, but might not 
receive feedback before 
the final examination 

3 December Post-colonialism and 
Ethnicity 
Course Review 

* Meyda Yeğenoğlu, 
“The Battle of the 
Veil…”; 
Zora Neale Hurston, 
“Sweat” 

Journal Collected 
 

Late Work  

All work with a deadline will be penalized 5% for the first twenty-four hours if it is not submitted 
within 30 minutes of the start of class, and will receive a subsequent penalty of 2% for every 24 
hours after that. As noted above, reports may not be submitted unless you are present to participate 
in the Unit Review classes. If you require an extension on an assignment because of a legitimate 
reason, such as an expected co-op interview or a planned medical procedure, you must notify the 
instructor as soon as possible. If you cannot submit the assignment due to illness, you must submit a 
copy of that documentation for the instructor to keep detailing the reason for your absence, and you 
and the instructor will set a new deadline for your work. 

Electronic Device Policy 

All students are encouraged to take notes by hand (i.e. with pen(cil) and paper). Students who 
require a laptop to take notes are strongly urged to sit at the back of the class to avoid disturbing 
others: if your attention wanders and you find yourself browsing the internet, that will create a 
distraction for students sitting behind you. Please be respectful of others when attending class; 
repeated disturbances will result in first a meeting with the instructor, and then you may be 
requested to withdraw from the course. No one should have a mobile phone on during the class: 
turn them on silent mode before class begins, and do not use them to communicate with others 
during the class. 

Attendance Policy 

Students should attend class: learning theory is a challenging experience, and rather than resorting to 
the many guides available, why not use the time given to you through the class lectures and 
discussions? Although there is no formal penalty for missing class, students should ensure that they 
do not disturb others by their tardiness or early departures, and note the above-stated points that 
some classes are required to complete formal assignments. 
 
Institutional-required statements for undergraduate course outlines approved by Senate 
Undergraduate Council, April 14, 2009  
 
Faculty of Arts-required statements for undergraduate course outlines 
 
Cross-listed Course (if applicable) 
Please note that a cross-listed course will count in all respective averages no matter under which 
rubric it has been taken. For example, a PHIL/PSCI cross-list will count in a Philosophy major 
average, even if the course was taken under the Political Science rubric. 
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Note for Students with Disabilities 
The AccessAbility Services office, located on the first floor of the Needles Hall extension (NH 
1401), collaborates with all academic departments to arrange appropriate accommodations for 
students with disabilities without compromising the academic integrity of the curriculum. If you 
require academic accommodations to lessen the impact of your disability, please register with the AS 
office at the beginning of each academic term. 
 
Academic Integrity 
In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of the University of Waterloo are 
expected to promote honesty, trust, fairness, respect and responsibility. See the Office of Academic 
Integrity webpage for more information. 
 
Discipline 
A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity, to avoid committing academic 
offences, and to take responsibility for his/her actions. Check the Office of Academic Integrity for 
more information. A student who is unsure whether an action constitutes an offence, or who needs 
help in learning how to avoid offences (e.g., plagiarism, cheating) or about “rules” for group 
work/collaboration should seek guidance from the course professor, academic advisor, or the 
Undergraduate Associate Dean. When misconduct has been found to have occurred, disciplinary 
penalties will be imposed under Policy 71 – Student Discipline. For information on categories of 
offenses and types of penalties, students should refer to Policy 71 - Student Discipline. For typical 
penalties check Guidelines for the Assessment of Penalties. 
 
Grievance 
A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of his/her university life has been 
unfair or unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a grievance. Read Policy 70 - Student 
Petitions and Grievances, Section 4. When in doubt, please be certain to contact the department’s 
administrative assistant who will provide further assistance. 
 
Appeals 
A decision made or penalty imposed under Policy 70 - Student Petitions and Grievances (other than 
a petition) or Policy 71 - Student Discipline may be appealed if there is a ground. A student who 
believes he/she has a ground for an appeal should refer to Policy 72 - Student Appeals. 
 
Mental Health Support 
All of us need a support system. The faculty and staff in Arts encourage students to seek out mental 
health supports if they are needed.  
On Campus 

• Counselling Services:  counselling.services@uwaterloo.ca / 519-888-4567 ext 32655 

• MATES:  one-to-one peer support program offered by Federation of Students (FEDS) and 
Counselling Services 

• Health Services Emergency service: located across the creek form Student Life Centre 
Off campus, 24/7 

• Good2Talk:  Free confidential help line for post-secondary students. Phone: 1-866-925-5454 

• Grand River Hospital: Emergency care for mental health crisis. Phone: 519-749-433 ext. 
6880 

• Here 24/7: Mental Health and Crisis Service Team. Phone: 1-844-437-3247 

https://uwaterloo.ca/disability-services/
https://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/
https://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/
https://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-71
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/guidelines/guidelines-assessment-penalties
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-70
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-70
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-72
mailto:counselling.services@uwaterloo.ca
https://feds.ca/feds-services/uw-mates
http://www.good2talk.ca/
http://www.here247.ca/
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• OK2BME: set of support services for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender or questioning teens 
in Waterloo.  Phone: 519-884-0000 extension 213 

Full details can be found online at the Faculty of ARTS website 
Download UWaterloo and regional mental health resources (PDF) 
Download the WatSafe app to your phone to quickly access mental health support information 
 
Territorial Acknowledgement 
We acknowledge that we are living and working on the traditional territory of the Attawandaron 
(also known as Neutral), Anishinaabe and Haudenosaunee peoples. The University of Waterloo is 
situated on the Haldimand Tract, the land promised to the Six Nations that includes 10 kilometres 
on each side of the Grand River. 

http://www.ok2bme.ca/
https://uwaterloo.ca/arts/get-mental-health-support-when-you-need-it
https://uwaterloo.ca/arts/sites/ca.arts/files/uploads/files/counselling_services_overview_002.pdf
https://uwaterloo.ca/watsafe/

