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Syllabus And Schedule 



Course begins Tuesday, January 4, 2011

READING WEEK (Sunday, February 20, 2011 to Saturday, February 26, 2011)

ALL TIMES EASTERN – Please see the Policies section for details.

The Current time in Waterloo, Ontario, Canada is 10:58:22 AM.

Lectures Title Course Requirements and Important Dates

Readings Assignments End / Due 
Date

Weight 
(%)

Please review the Getting Started page and the Course Syllabus including the Policies section 
before you begin your course.

Lecture 
01.1

Introduction: Critical Orientations – 
Textuality, Reader, Culture 
 
M. H. Abrams, "Introduction: 
Orientation of Critical Theories"   

  
Reading 
#1

Introduce 
Yourself

 Ungraded

Textuality

Lecture 
02.1

Plato, "Book X", The Republic Reading 
#2

   

Lecture 
03.1

Aristotle, The Poetics Reading 
#3

   

Lecture 
04.1

Terry Eagleton, "Brecht and 
Rhetoric"

Reading 
#4

   

Lecture 
05.1

Victor Shklovsky, "Art as Device" Reading 
#5

   

Lecture 
06.1

Cleanth Brooks, "The Language of 
Paradox"

Reading 
#6

   

Lecture 
07.1

J. Hillis Miller, "The Critic as Host" Reading 
#7

   

Lecture 
08.1

Miller continued  
Ferdinand de Saussure, selections 
from Course in General Linguistics

Reading 
#8

   

Lecture 
09.1

Ferdinand de Saussure continued No 
Reading

   

Lecture 
10.1

Jacques Derrida, "Différance" Reading # 
9

Assignment 1 Wednesday, 
January 26, 
2011

10%

Reader

Lecture 
11.1 Nathaniel Hawthorne, "Dr. 

Heidegger's Experiment"

Nathaniel Hawthorne, "The Birth-
Mark"

Alberto Manguel, "The Last Page"

Alberto Manguel, "Endpaper Pages"

Reading 
#10

Reading 
#11

Reading 
#12
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Reading 
#13

Lecture 
12.1

Jonathan Culler, "Prolegomena to a 
Theory of Reading"

Reading 
#14

   

Lecture 
13.1

Georges Poulet, "Phenomenology of 
Reading"

Reading 
#15

   

Lecture 
14.1 Wolfgang Iser, "The Rudiments of a 

Theory of Aesthetic Response"

Wolfgang Iser, "Grasping a Text"

Reading 
#16

Reading 
#17

   

Lecture 
15.1 Harold Bloom, "An Elegy for the 

Canon"

Richard Ohman, "The Shaping of 
the Canon: U S. Fiction 1960-1975"

Reading 
#18

Reading 
#19

   

Lecture 
16.1 Roland Barthes, "S/Z: An Essay"

Barbara Johnson, "The Critical 
Difference: BarthS/BalZac"

Reading 
#20

Reading 
#21

   

Lecture 
17.1 Roland Barthes, "Death of the 

Author"

Patrocinio P. Schweickart, "Reading 
Ourselves: Toward a Feminist 
Theory of Reading"

Reading 
#22

Reading 
#23

Assignment 2 Wednesday, 
March 2, 2011

25%

Culture

Lecture 
18.1

Introduction No 
Reading

   

Lecture 
19.1

Michel Foucault, "The Order of 
Discourse"

Reading 
#24

   

Lecture 
20.1 Edward Said, "Two Visions in Heart 

of Darkness"

Homi Bhabha, "Of Mimicry and 
Man: The Ambivalence of Colonial 
Discourse"

Reading 
#25

Reading 
#26

   

Lecture 
21.1

Annette Kolodny, "Dancing Through 
the Minefield" Reading 

#27

   

Lecture 
22.1 Barbara Smith, "Toward a Black 

Feminist Criticism"
Reading 
#28
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Deborah E. McDowell, "New 
Directions for Black Feminist 
Criticism"

Bonnie Zimmerman, "What Has 
Never Been"

Reading 
#29

Reading 
#30

Lecture 
23.1

Bruce Smith, "Sexuality and the 
Play of Imagination"

Reading 
#32

   

Lecture 
24.1 Louis Adrian Montrose, "Professing 

the Renaissance: The Poetics and 
Politics of Culture"

Judith Lowther Newton, "History as 
Usual? Feminism and the 'New 
Historicism'"

Reading 
#31

Reading 
#33

Assignment 3 Wednesday, 
March 30, 2011

25%

Final Exam 40%

Final Examination Arrangement and Schedule

All students taking online courses that have a final exam must provide examination arrangement 
information by Friday, January 21, 2011.

Examination schedule details will be available on Quest approximately four weeks prior to the exam date. 
For instructions on how to find exam information, go to the Quest Help page.

Official Grades and Academic Standings are available through Quest.

Please note: Your access to this course in UW-ACE will continue for the duration of the current 
term. 

You will not have access to this course once the next term begins.
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Communication

Email/Phone

Administrative questions should be directed to the Centre for Extended Learning office.

Technical problems with UW-ACE should be directed to Technical Support.

Academic issues (e.g., course content, deadlines, etc.) can be directed to your instructor, Paul Kreller, at: 
pdwkrell@uwaterloo.ca (preferred method of contact). 

Phone: 519-888-4567, ext. 33398;  Home: 519-669-2421. The English Department can be reached at 519-
888-4567, Ext. 36803.

Announcements

To ensure you are viewing the complete list of announcements, you must click ALL. Please note 
you may also be required to click MORE.

Discussion Boards

For questions relating to course content, select the Communicate tab to post a question or read 
questions and answers from other students. Your instructor drops in at the online discussion board 
daily/weekly/once per term/never and posts responses to student questions frequently/as 
necessary/doesn't respond in the discussion board.

About the Course

Course Authors: Murray McAuthur, Brenda Cantar, and Paul Kreller

Course Instructor: Paul Kreller

I will be marking your assignments and your examination in English 251B, and I will be available to answer 
any questions you may have and to offer advice concerning the course, the lectures, and your marks. I will 
be giving the lectures in Reader Response. 
 
Let me introduce myself. My name is Paul Kreller. I live in Elmira, which is about ten miles north of 
Waterloo. I received my B.A. from what is now Wilfrid Laurier University and my teaching diploma from the 
University of Western Ontario. From 1974 to 1986, I taught English and Latin in Bermuda. After I returned, 
I received my M.A. and Ph.D. in English at the University of Waterloo, where I have done some part-time 
sessional teaching. My interests are 19th-century British literature and rhetoric. 
 
I'd like to draw your attention to the information concerning assignments in your course outline. When I 
mark your essays, I will take into account three main aspects: (1) its content, (2) its organization, and (3) 
its style and correctness. As a general rule, an essay that is strong in each of these areas receives a mark in 
the A range. If your essay is strong in two of these areas, but weak in the third, you will likely receive a 
mark in the B range. Likewise, you will likely receive a C-range mark if it is strong in only one area. For 
each essay, I will provide detailed comments to justify your mark. I will also type a sheet of general 
comments in which I will deal with major problems, technical errors, misunderstandings, etc. that caused 
difficulties for most of the group. These comments should help to clarify certain matters, and they should 
also give you some idea of how you are doing in relation to the other students. (I assume that you have 
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The Little, Brown Compact Handbook, to which I will refer in my comments.) At some point prior to the 
examination, I will give some indication of what I expect on an examination and how I assign marks.

Description

English 251B follows and builds upon the skills and knowledge gained in English 251A. English 251B surveys 
and elucidates the many theories of textual interpretation and makes available different strategies for the 
reading and analysis of literary and non-literary texts. The course lectures focus upon three closely related 
areas of concern, the text, the reader and the world. Part One, focussing on textuality, considers the 
classical theories of Aristotle and Plato, that art is or is not an imitation of nature, and moves through the 
various notions intrinsic to the text itself, to the contemporary theories of the rhetorical and figurative 
nature of language and how those notions produce and control our interpretations of a literary text. Part 
Two, focussing on the reader, surveys differing notions of the part readers or audiences, their psychological 
and emotional repertoires, play in the interpretation of and response to texts. Part Three, moving out to the 
world or culture, considers those theories and theorists that seek to examine and analyze the effect of 
literature in a wider sense, in the construction of identity both cultural and individual, examining the 
embeddedness of literary texts in their historical and contemporary settings.

Objectives

The main goals and objectives of English 251B are to enable students to become perceptive, thoughtful and 
independent readers of both literary and theoretical texts. The theorists and theories compiled in the Book 
of Readings provide challenging and useful notions to alert us to the ways in which the social practices of 
language exert a powerful hold on interpretation and comprehension.

Grade Breakdown

Assignment 1 10%

Assignment 2 25%

Assignment 3 25%

Final Exam 40%

Materials and Resources

The Centre for Extended Learning is no longer automatically mailing a course CD/DVD containing lectures 
that are also found within UW-ACE. Content available on the CD/DVD can now be downloaded free-of-
charge via the Content Modules in UW-ACE. However, if you wish to purchase a CD/DVD, please visit our 
online ordering system.

Textbook(s)

Required:

Jane E. Aaron and Murray McArthur, The Little, Brown Compact Handbook (any edition). Note: Author 
royalties derived from the sale of this text are donated to the English Department Scholarship Fund.

1.

Book of Readings, University of Waterloo, Revised 2003.2.

Optional Textbooks

William Shakespeare, Hamlet. ed. Susanne L. Wofford. New York: Bedford-St. Martin, 1994. You may 
wish to use it for an essay in Reader Response and/or an essay in Cultural Criticism, but there are other 
options.

1.

Colin Dexter, The Wench Is Dead. You may wish to use it for an essay in Reader Response.2.

For textbook ordering information, please contact the Waterloo Bookstore.

For your convenience, you can compile booklists of required and optional textbooks based on your current 
courses through BookLook using your Quest userID and password (look for the Shop Online with 
BookLook link in the centre-top section of the main Waterloo Bookstore page). If you are having 
difficulties ordering online and wish to call the Waterloo Bookstore, their phone number is 
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+1 519 888 4673 or toll-free at +1 866 330 7933. Please be aware that textbook orders CANNOT be 
taken over the phone.

Resources

UW Library (Centre for Extended Learning)•

Policies

Submission Times

Please be aware that the University of Waterloo is located in the Eastern Time Zone (GMT or UTC-5 during 
standard time and UTC-4 during daylight saving time) and, as such, the time that your activities and/or 
assignments are due is based on this zone. If you are outside the Eastern Time Zone and require assistance 
with converting your time, please try the Ontario, Canada Time Converter.

Accommodation Due to Illness

Students in UW courses who are ill and unable to meet assignment due dates or write a term test or final 
examination should seek medical treatment and provide confirmation of the illness to the instructor(s) 
within 48 hours by submitting a completed UW Verification of Illness Form to support requests for 
accommodation due to illness. Students in online courses must also provide confirmation of the illness but 
submit it to the Centre for Extended Learning Office. The UW Verification of Illness Form is normally the 
only acceptable medical documentation and is available online at: 
www.healthservices.uwaterloo.ca/Health_Services/verification.html. Note that if you require an 
accommodation as a result of this illness during the term (for assignments or quizzes), please send an email 
to your class instructor after you are well.If your course has a final exam and you require an 
accommodation as a result of this illness, please send an email to examinations@uwaterloo.ca once you 
are well.

Academic Integrity

In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of the University of Waterloo community are 
expected to promote honesty, trust, fairness, respect, and responsibility. If you have not already 
completed the online tutorial regarding academic integrity you should do so as soon as possible. 
The undergraduate online tutorial can be found at http://www.lib.uwaterloo.ca/ait/ and the graduate 
tutorial is at http://www.lib.uwaterloo.ca/gradait/. For other information about academic integrity 
check www.uwaterloo.ca/academicintegrity/.

Discipline

A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity (check 
www.uwaterloo.ca/academicintegrity/( to avoid committing an academic offence, and to take 
responsibility for his/her actions. A student who is unsure whether an action constitutes an offence, or who 
needs help in learning how to avoid offences (e.g., plagiarism, cheating) or about “rules” for group 
work/collaboration should seek guidance from the course instructor, academic advisor, or the 
undergraduate Associate Dean. For information on categories of offences and types of penalties, students 
should refer to Policy 71, Student Discipline, www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy71.htm. 
For typical penalties check Guidelines for the Assessment of Penalties, 
www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/guidelines/penaltyguidelines.htm.

Appeals

A decision made or penalty imposed under Policy 70, Student Petitions and Grievances, (other than a 
petition) or Policy 71, Student Discipline, may be appealed if there is a ground. A student who believes 
he/she has a ground for an appeal should refer to Policy 72, Student Appeals, 
www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy72.htm.
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Grievance

A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of his/her university life has been unfair or 
unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a grievance. Read Policy 70, Student Petitions and 
Grievances, Section 4, www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy70.htm. When in doubt please 
be certain to contact the department’s administrative assistant who will provide further assistance.

Final Grades

In accordance with Policy 19, the Centre for Extended Learning does not release final examination grades 
or final course grades to students. Students must go to Quest to see all final grades. Any grades posted in 
UW-ACE are unofficial.

Note for Students with Disabilities

The Office for Persons with Disabilities (OPD), located in Needles Hall, Room 1132, collaborates with all 
academic departments to arrange appropriate accommodations for students with disabilities without 
compromising the academic integrity of the curriculum. If you require academic accommodation to lessen 
the impact of your disability, please register with the OPD at the beginning of each academic term and for 
each course.

Use of Computing and Network Resources

Please see the Guidelines on Use of UW Computing and Network Resources.

Copyright (©) Information

UW’s Web Pages

All rights, including copyright, images, slides, audio, and video components, of the content of this course 
are owned by the course author, unless otherwise stated. These Web pages are owned or controlled by the 
University of Waterloo, Centre for Extended Learning. By accessing the Web pages, you agree that you may 
only download the content for your own personal, non-commercial use. You are not permitted to copy, 
broadcast, download, store (in any medium), transmit, show or play in public, adapt or change in any way 
the content of these Web pages for any other purpose whatsoever without the prior written permission of 
the course author and the University of Waterloo, Centre for Extended Learning.

Other Sources

Respect the copyright of others and abide by all copyright notices and regulations when using the 
computing facilities provided for your course of study by the University of Waterloo. No material on the 
Internet or World Wide Web (WWW) may be reproduced or distributed in any material form or in any 
medium, without permission from copyright holders or their assignees. To support your course of study, the 
University of Waterloo has provided hypertext links to relevant Web sites, resources, and services on the 
Web. These resources must be used in accordance with any registration requirements or conditions which 
may be specified. You must be aware that in providing such hypertext links the University of Waterloo has 
not authorized any acts (including reproduction or distribution) which, if undertaken without permission of 
copyright owners or their assignees, may be infringement of copyright. Permission for such acts can only be 
granted by copyright owners or their assignees.

If there are any questions about this notice, please contact the University of Waterloo, Centre for Extended 
Learning, Waterloo, Ontario, Canada, N2L 3G1 or by email.
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