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ENGLISH 292: CONTEMPORARY ISSUES IN LANGUAGE, 
WRITING, AND RHETORIC 

T/Th 10:00-11:20 
ML 349 

Dr. Jay Dolmage (he/him/his) / HH 224, ext. 31035 / dolmage@uwaterloo.ca 
Office hours: T/Th 11:30 to 12:30 and by appointment  
 
ACCOMMODATIONS: We will all need some accommodations in this class, because we all learn 
differently. If you need specific accommodations, let ME know. I will make an effort to ensure that all 
students have multiple means of accessing class information, multiple ways to take part in class activities, 
and multiple avenues for being assessed on class work. The University of Waterloo has a long-standing 
commitment to support the participation and access to university programs, services, and facilities by 
persons with all types of disabilities. All students who have a permanent disability as well as those with 
temporary disabilities have the right to what UW calls “AccessAbility Services.” To register for these 
services, you must provide documentation from a qualified professional. But you can contact them at 519-
888-4567 ext. 35082 or drop into Needles Hall 1132 to book an appointment to meet with an advisor to 
discuss their services and supports – you don’t need any documentation, or even any history of diagnosis to 
seek their help. Too few students seek their assistance; too many students wait too long to ask for help. If you 
feel you need an accommodation, go there!  

Any student who faces challenges securing their food or housing and believes this may affect their 
performance in the course is urged to contact the Dean of Students for support. Furthermore, please notify Jay 
if you are comfortable in doing so. This will enable him to provide any resources that he may possess. 

STANDARD OF WORK: This is a University-level course, and you are expected to be comfortable with the 
mechanics of writing; that is, to understand and use proper grammar, syntax, and punctuation in order to 
communicate effectively. If you need extra assistance with the basics of writing, it is your responsibility to 
come to office hours or make an appointment with Jay for extra help.  

OVERVIEW: In this course we’ll take a broad look at some of the foundational concepts of the discipline of 
Rhetoric. This course is designed to strengthen your skills as a rhetorical “agent.” Rhetoric is a living, 
breathing, active art, one that you already engage in every waking moment. All the materials that we cover 
shed light on the same basic processes of accessing, interpreting, and deploying the common grounds of 
meaning. Thus, the course is meant to unshackle your already-abundant rhetorical intelligence so that you 
will become a more engaged, articulate, savvy, persuasive, critical, and civil student and human being.  

COURSE GOALS: 1) To introduce you to basic concepts in the discipline of rhetoric; 2) to practice these 
concepts in the analysis and/or creation of everyday texts; 3) to enhance your self-understanding of your 
own rhetorical practices; 4) to enhance your awareness of the rhetorical culture in which you dwell.  

REQUIRED TEXTS:  
Crowley, Sharon and Debra Hawhee. Ancient Rhetorics for Contemporary Students (5th Edition). ISBN: 
9780205175482 
EagleSpeaker, Jason. UNeducation: A Residential School Graphic Novel. The Connection, 2014. ISBN: 
97815002366564 
Other readings posted on LEARN  
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ASSIGNMENTS AND EVALUATIONS: I expect you to complete all course readings before class and come 
prepared to discuss them. Assessment will be based on the following:  

Applications: 40% (5 x 5% + 15% for discussion) There will be 7 opportunities to submit “applications.” 
You’ll be expected to submit 5 times. These are chances to apply the recent class readings to a 
contemporary issue that you care about. I will provide examples of such applications before you are asked 
to do this yourself. Each application is worth 5%: you'll receive this grade if your submission meets the 
minimum word length (1000 words), is reasonably well considered, applies class concepts cleverly, and has 
been submitted to our LEARN forum by 8 AM before the class in which it is due. If you miss an assignment, 
keep in mind you need to do only five of seven and don’t forget the next time. You will then present, briefly, 
on your application in class.  You needn’t stand up at the front of the room and deliver – you can instead 
design a handout or activity if you want to. The key is to explain the application and apply the class 
concepts. Students are encouraged to respond to each other’s applications in class and online. The 15% 
“discussion” grade will be assessed based on your ability and willingness to discuss your applications and 
the applications of others in class and online.  If you are not entirely comfortable  speaking up in class, make 
up for this by really participating online where the applications will be posted in the forum. This is the 
largest part of your class grade, and the biggest responsibility you have in the course. 

Tests: 2 x 15% I don’t like designing, administering, and grading tests. You don’t like writing them. Tests 
usually don’t foster the kind of learning I think is important in rhetoric courses. But they do perform the 
helpful function of ensuring that you’re keeping up with readings.  And keeping up with readings is really 
important in this class, as you need to know these concepts in order to succeed in your future classes. I try to 
make these tests as enjoyable as possible by providing a window of time within which to take them and by 
allowing you to do them in the comfort of your own home, complete with all course materials handy. The 
tests will cover the major concepts and will be administered through LEARN. The format of these tests is 
short essay – you’ll be given a small number of questions to choose from, and asked to rhetorically analyze 
rhetorical texts. After the tests are submitted, you’ll get to workshop them with your peers and generate some 
lessons from the process. You will be given 48 hours to complete the tests. 

Take-home Examination/Exercise 30% This component will allow you to demonstrate your applied and 
analytical skills and to give evidence of your overall comprehension of the course concepts and theory. 
Again, you will be provided with a window of time (one week) within which to take the exam, allowing you 
to do this in the comfort of your own home, complete with all course materials handy. The format of the 
exam will be short essay questions. You will have a choice of questions. You may be given additional 
readings to complete. You can expect to have to apply concepts to contemporary issues, just like we have 
been practicing all semester. 
 
ATTENDANCE/PARTICIPATION: There are no formal grades for showing up or for talking in class. You are 
adults and are accountable in large measure for the quality of your learning. Research has shown there is a 
strong correlation between active engagement in the classroom with learning outcomes. I encourage every 
student to come to class prepared to listen, contribute, and have fun. If you worry about participating in 
traditional ways (i.e volunteering, speaking up), then talk to me, and we can find other ways to take part 
actively. 
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SCHEDULE: 
 
Tuesday Thursday 
No Class September 6 

Course Introduction 
September 11 
Readings Due:  
Crowley and Hawhee: “Chapter 1 – Ancient 
Rheorics: Their Differences and the Differences They 
Make” 
Miller, Patrick Lee. "Truth, Trump, Tyranny: Plato 
and the Sophists in an Era of ‘Alternative 
Facts’." Trump and Political Philosophy. Palgrave 
Macmillan, Cham, 2018. 17-32. 
On LEARN 

September 13 
Example “Applications” 
Readings Due:  
Stevens, Katharina. "Trump, Snakes and the 
Power of Fables." Informal Logic 38.1 (2018): 53-
83. 
On LEARN 
 

September 18 
Readings Due:  
Crowley and Hawhee: “Chapter 2 – Kairos and the 
Rhetorical Situation: Seizing the Moment” 
West, Sara, and Adam Pope. "Corporate Kairos and 
the Impossibility of the Anonymous, Ephemeral 
Messaging Dream." Present Tense 6.3 (2018). 
On LEARN 

September 20 
Applications 
 

September 25 
Readings Due:  
Crowley and Hawhee: “Chapter 3 – Achieving Stasis 
by Asking the Right Questions” 
Walsh, Lynda. "Understanding the Rhetoric of 
Climate Science Debates." Wiley Interdisciplinary 
Reviews: Climate Change 8.3 (2017): e452. 
On LEARN 

September 27 
Applications 
 

October 2 
Readings Due:  
Crowley and Hawhee: “Chapter 4 – The Common 
Topics and the Commonplaces: Finding the 
Available Means” 
Watt, Anneliese, et al. "Trump Typhoon: A Rhetorical 
Analysis of the Donald's Twitter Feed." Professional 
Communication Conference (ProComm), 2017 IEEE 
International. IEEE, 2017. 
On LEARN 

October 4 
No Class 
 

No Class October 11 
Readings Due:  
Crowley and Hawhee: skim the following: 
“Chapter 5 – Logical Proof: Reasoning in 
Rhetoric”; “Chapter 6 – Ethical Proof: Arguments 
from Character”; “Chapter 7 – Pathetic Proof: 
Passionate Appeals” 
Play the game Spyfall 
https://spyfall.crabhat.com/ 

October 16 
Readings Due:  

October 18 
Applications 
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Crowley and Hawhee: “Chapter 8 – Extrinsic Proofs: 
Arguments Waiting to be Used” 
DiBari, Michael, and Edgar Clayton Simpson. "Image, 
Race, and Rhetoric: The Contention for Visual Space 
on Twitter." The Journal of Social Media in 
Society 7.1 (2018): 313-338. 
On LEARN 

 

October 23 
Take Home Test #1 

October 25 
Peer Review Workshop 

October 30 
Readings Due:  
Crowley and Hawhee: “Chapter 10 – Style: 
Composition and Ornament” 
Yergeau, Melanie. "Circle Wars: Reshaping the 
Typical Autism Essay." Disability Studies 
Quarterly 30.1 (2009). 
http://dsq-sds.org/article/view/1063/1222 

November 1 
Applications 
 

November 6 
Readings Due:  
EagleSpeaker, Jason. UNeducation: A Residential 
School Graphic Novel. The Connection, 2014. 

November 8 
Applications 
 

November 13 
Take Home Test #2 

November 15 
Peer Review Workshop 

November 20 
Readings Due:  
Crowley and Hawhee: “Chapter 12 – Delivery and 
Memory: Attending to Eyes and Ears” 
Durham, Meenakshi Gigi. "Resignifying Alan Kurdi: 
News Photographs, Memes, and the Ethics of 
Embodied Vulnerability." Critical Studies in Media 
Communication (2018): 1-19. 
On LEARN 
The Guardian “US Family Separation Crisis – In 
Pictures” 
https://www.theguardian.com/us-
news/gallery/2018/jun/22/us-family-separation-crisis-
in-pictures 

November 22  
Applications 

November 27 
Readings Due:  
Crowley and Hawhee: “Chapter 11 – Imitation: 
Achieving Copiousness” 

November 29 
Review 
Exam Assigned 

 
 
 
 


