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University of Waterloo 
Department of English Language and Literature 

ENGL292 
Rhetorical Theory and Criticism 

Fall 2019 
MW 2:30-3:50 

Instructor Information 
Instructor: Elise Vist 
Office: PAS 1064 
Office Hours: Monday and Tuesday 5:30-6:30 
Email: mevist@uwaterloo.ca 
Please use an informative subject heading (i.e. “ENGL292 – Request for Meeting”) and make sure to 
read the syllabus before emailing. I will reply within 24 hours during weekdays and within 48 on 
weekends. 
 

Course Description 
Official Description: This course provides a survey of the multidisciplinary field of rhetorical studies. In 
addition to introducing key concepts, theoretical frameworks, and critical debates, this course examines 
the role of rhetoric in a range of academic disciplines and social contexts. 
 
This section of ENGL292 in particular focuses on the application of rhetorical theory and criticism to 
contemporary life in North America. That is, we will use the foundations of “Rhetoric” to expand your 
already-existing skills of critical thinking, interpretation, and analysis. What does it mean to make 
meaning? What does it mean to understand someone else’s meaning? How is meaning crafted, used 
and mis-used, and how can we use an understanding of rhetoric to be critical, interested, engaged, and 
informed students, citizens, subjects, and people? 

Course Goals and Learning Outcomes 
1) To introduce you to basic concepts in the discipline of rhetoric;  
2) to practice these concepts in the analysis and/or creation of everyday texts;  
3) to enhance your self-understanding of your own rhetorical practices;  
4) to enhance your awareness of the rhetorical culture in which you dwell. 

Upon completion of this course, students should be able to: 

A. Define and apply different foundational theories and terms 
 Read and understand the foundational ideas of rhetoric 
 Accurately apply theories to appropriate texts 

B. Practice rhetorical concepts in the creation of original texts 
 Evaluate the effectiveness and applicability of different rhetorical concepts 
 Effectively apply concepts to meet your own rhetorical goals 

C. Analyse and evaluate texts (written, oral, visual) within a rhetorical framework 
 Identify rhetorical concepts in contemporary texts 
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 Evaluate and critique the use of those concepts to determine/assess the author’s 
rhetorical aims 

Required Text 
 Lanham, Richard A. A Handlist of Rhetorical Terms. 2nd Edition. University of California Press. 

1991. 

Readings Available in Library Course Reserves (Dana Porter) 
 Lanham, Richard A. A Handlist of Rhetorical Terms. 2nd Edition. University of California Press. 

1991.  
 Crowley, Sharon and Debra Hawhee. Ancient Rhetorics for Contemporary Students. 5th Edition. 

Pearson. 2012. 
 Foss, Sonja K. Rhetorical Criticism: Exploration & Practice. 4th Edition. Waveland Press. 2009 
 Alexander, Jonathan and Jacqueline Rhodes. The Routledge Handbook of Digital Writing and 

Rhetoric. 1st Edition. Routledge. 2018. (PDFs) 

Other Readings Available on Learn 
Notes on the required text  

Course Requirements and Assessment 
Information on course requirements and assessments. 

Assessment  Date of Evaluation (if known) Weighting 
Summary Presentation and Reading Notes Throughout Semester 10% 
Participation: Class Notes Throughout Semester 10% 
Participation: Applications Discussion Throughout Semester 5% 
Applications (5 x 5%) Throughout Semester 25%  
Take Home Test #1 Due on LEARN by October 27 at 

7pm 
12.5% 

Take Home Test #2 Due on LEARN by  November 17 at 
7pm 

12.5% 

Take Home Exam Due on LEARN by December 3 at 
7pm 

25% 

Total  100% 
Notes on the various class assessments 

Summary Presentation and Reading Notes 10% 
Each week, one to two groups of 2 students will present a summary and reading notes for a chapter 
from the assigned readings. It will be your responsibility to find the chapter in the course reserves, read 
it according to the “How to Read for Research” lesson and discussion, and provide reading notes.  
You should prepare a 5-8 minute presentation with 2-3 accompanying slides that add to (and do not 
repeat) your oral presentation. Make sure to address the following: 1) the overview of the term/theory 
(the main argument of the chapter), 2) an explanation of important terms and examples, 3) how this 
term/theory/argument could be applied in a different situation and 4) a connection/question to the 
assigned reading(s). Present this extemporaneously: you should not be reading directly from a 
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document, nor should you have memorized it word-for-word. Know the material well enough that you 
can speak in an easy-to-understand conversational tone. The purpose of this presentation is to provide 
your classmates with the information you gleaned from the article. 
The tasks – presenting, designing slides, planning, creating the reading notes, coming up with discussion 
questions – should be done as collaboratively as possible, but feel free to negotiate between the two of 
you. Submit a group work contract (template on LEARN) on the day of your presentation. If there are 
conflicts you can’t resolve between the two of you, please contact me by email. 
On the day of the presentation, you will submit your “Reading Notes” to the “Summaries” section on 
LEARN for your classmates to access. 
 

Participation: Class Notes 10% 
Much of the learning in this course will occur through discussion and conversation on our “Applications 
Discussions” days (Wednesdays). Each Applications Discussion (except the last) will have a note-taking 
group to make sure most of the class can focus on discussion, and so we have a record of our 
conversation. Sign up to a day to be a Live Note-taker, a Linker, or a Formatter. After your Applications 
Discussion day, your group will have one week to get your notes up on LEARN, and you will submit a 
group work contract to me in class once you have done so. 
 
Live Note-takers: 
Take notes during class time, accurately and quickly making note of the conversation, including 
questions asked, definitions applied, and any other relevant comments. The Live Note-takers should not 
worry about making links (URLS or conceptual) or making it look good (or even spelled correctly). It is 
hard enough to keep track of a conversation as it happens to worry about that kind of stuff. You will be a 
good Live Note-Taker if you can: type quickly, listen and type at the same time, and easily follow 
conversations as they happen. You might often get “voluntold” to be the secretary in meetings, because 
you’re the only one who actually writes that stuff down. (PS this is me) 
All of your work will happen during class. 
 
Linkers: 
Pay attention during class to texts, videos, images, and other examples brought up in class and make 
note of where they are online/in the readings. Also make note of comments that connect to other 
readings, or questions that might be answered in other readings/summaries. If you notice links that 
haven’t been made in class, add them in. After class, input these links (physical and conceptual) in the 
document created by the Live Note-Taker. You will be a good Linker if: you easily make connections 
between ideas and your Google-fu is strong. You often say things like “Oh I read/heard/saw something 
about that on Reddit/YouTube/Twitter/this book I’ve been reading.” (PS this is also me) 
Some of your work will happen during class, but most of it will happen in the 2-3 days following class. 
 
Formatters: 
Once Live Note-Takers and Linkers have made their additions to the document, you revise, edit, and 
format it so that it looks good, is spelled correctly, and the document is easy to read and navigate. It’s 
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your job to turn the mess of ideas into something legible and comprehensible that your fellow students 
will be able to follow. You will be a good Formatter if you: have an eye for detail and enjoy fiddly tasks 
like formatting margins, making headings and tables, and getting the app to understand where you want 
the embedded picture to be. People often say to you, “Oh my god your notes are SO PRETTY.” (PS this is 
NOT me) 
All of your work will happen after the Linker is done, so make sure you know when they plan on finishing 
(recommended 2-3 days after class). 

Participation: Applications Discussion 5% 
In order to have notes for the Note-Takers to take, we have to have a lively discussion. You will receive 
participation marks for doing a combination of some of the following: being in class, submitting 
examples to the weekly “Example” board (in addition to your Application), live-searching examples and 
submitting links to the live document, asking questions, answering questions, providing analysis and 
commentary, and participating in the class discussion in a friendly, inclusive, caring manner.  

Application (5x5% or 25%) 
There are 9 Application discussion dates, and you must submit your application to LEARN by 10am on 
the day of an “Applications Discussions” at least 5 times. If you submit more, only the top 5 will be 
counted. Keep track of when Applications Discussions occur so you don’t miss out on submitting. 
An application consists of: 
An conversational analysis of a cultural text that you find on your own (e.g. a newspaper article, a 
YouTube video, a hashtag and its tweets, a novel, a movie, a song, a meme, etc.) using an “application” 
of that week’s summary presentations and readings to that text. Each application should be 
approximately 300 words long, and should show your understanding of that week’s rhetorical 
terms/theories. You may want to draw connections to previous theories, but make sure your application 
is focused on the readings from the week you are submitting in.  The purpose of the Application is to 
give us something to discuss in class, and provide us with a few different examples we can draw upon. 
You will be graded on: the accuracy of your application (did you use the theory correctly?), the 
originality of your example (is it something we haven’t already mentioned in class or in the readings?), 
and the relevance of your example (is there a genuine connection between the theory and the text?). 

Take-home Test 1 (12.5%) and Take-home Test 2 (12.5%) 
Both tests will be administered on LEARN, and are open-book, take-home tests. They will consist some 
short-answer questions and some paragraph-length ‘long’-answer questions. For the short-answer 
questions, you will be asked to identify important terms and describe their relevance to an example. For 
the paragraph-length questions, you will be given example texts (they may be examples from class 
discussions, so…come to class) and asked to analyse them using the terms, ideas, and theories we have 
encountered in the readings and class discussions. 

Take-home Exam (25%) 
This will be administered on LEARN and is an open-book, take-home exam. The exam will consist of 
long-answer questions. You will be given a number of texts to analyse using the terms, ideas, and 
theories we have encountered in the readings and class discussions.   
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Monday Wednesday 
No Class Week 1: September 4 

Course Introduction and Syllabus 
Annotation 
Summary Sign-ups  
“How to Read for Research” 

Week 2 
September 9 
Readings Due: Crowley and Hawhee: “Chapter 1 – Ancient 
Rhetorics: Their Differences and the Differences They Make” (on 
LEARN) 
Readings Due: Miller, Patrick Lee. "Truth, Trump, Tyranny: Plato 
and the Sophists in an Era of ‘Alternative Facts’." Trump and 
Political Philosophy. Palgrave Macmillan, Cham, 2018. 17-32. 
On LEARN 
Summary Sign-ups 

September 11 
Applications Discussions #1 
 

Week 3 
September 16 
Summary #1: Crowley and Hawhee: “Chapter 2 – Kairos and the 
Rhetorical Situation: Seizing the Moment” 
Reading Due: West, Sara, and Adam Pope. "Corporate Kairos and 
the Impossibility of the Anonymous, Ephemeral Messaging 
Dream." Present Tense 6.3 (2018). 
On LEARN 

September 18 
Applications Discussions #2 
Readings Due: 
“Rhetoric” and “Invention” from 
Lanham: “Chapter 2 -- The 
Divisions of Rhetoric”  
 
 

Week 4 
September 23 
Summary #2: Crowley and Hawhee: “Chapter 3 – Achieving Stasis 
by Asking the Right Questions” 
Summary #3: Foss: “Chapter 2 – Doing Rhetorical Criticism” 
Reading Due: Walsh, Lynda. "Understanding the Rhetoric of 
Climate Science Debates." Wiley Interdisciplinary Reviews: 
Climate Change 8.3 (2017): e452. 
On LEARN 

September 25 
Applications Discussions #3 
Readings Due: 
“Arrangement”, “Style”, 
“Memory”, and “Delivery” from 
Lanham: “Chapter 2 -- The 
Divisions of Rhetoric” 
 
Watch: “Climate Change Debate: 
Last Week Tonight with John 
Oliver” 
https://youtu.be/vU8dCYocuyI 
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Week 5 
September 30 
Summary #4: Crowley and Hawhee: “Chapter 4 – The Common 
Topics and the Commonplaces: Finding the Available Means” 
Reading Due: Watt, Anneliese, et al. "Trump Typhoon: A 
Rhetorical Analysis of the Donald's Twitter Feed." Professional 
Communication Conference (ProComm), 2017 IEEE International. 
IEEE, 2017. 
On LEARN 

October 2 
Applications Discussions #4 
Skim: Twitter feeds of 
@JustinTrudeau (Liberal Party), 
@AndrewScheer (PC), 
@TheJagmeetSingh (NDP) and 
@ElizabethMay (Green Party) 

Week 6 
October 7 
Summary #5: Crowley and Hawhee: “Chapter 5 – Logical Proof: 
Reasoning in Rhetoric” 
Summary #6: Crowley and Hawhee “Chapter 6 – Ethical Proof: 
Arguments from Character” 
Summary #7: Crowley and Hawhee “Chapter 7 – Pathetic Proof: 
Passionate Appeals” 

October 9 
Applications Discussions #5 
Play games: 
District: 
http://polytrope.com/district/ 
You Are Jeff Bezos: 
https://direkris.itch.io/you-are-
jeff-bezos 
The Uber Game: 
https://ig.ft.com/uber-game/ 
Spent: http://playspent.org/ 

Week 7 
October 14 
READING WEEK  

 
October 16 
READING WEEK 

Week 8 
October 21 
Summary #8: Crowley and Hawhee: “Chapter 8 – Extrinsic Proofs: 
Arguments Waiting to be Used” 
Readings Due: DiBari, Michael, and Edgar Clayton Simpson. 
"Image, Race, and Rhetoric: The Contention for Visual Space on 
Twitter." The Journal of Social Media in Society 7.1 (2018): 313-
338. 
Jackson, Laura Michele. “We need to talk about digital blackface 
in GIFs” Teen Vogue. Aug 2 2017. 
https://www.teenvogue.com/story/digital-blackface-reaction-
gifs  

October 23 
Take Home Test #1 

Week 9 
October 28 
Summary #9: Crowley and Hawhee: “Chapter 10 – Style: 
Composition and Ornament” 
Summary #10: Crowley and Hawhee: “Chapter 12 – Delivery and 
Memory: Attending to Eyes and Ears” 
Readings Due:  
The Guardian “US Family Separation Crisis – In Pictures” 
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/gallery/2018/jun/22/us-
family-separation-crisis-in-pictures  

October 30 
Applications Discussions #6 
Watch: “The Lab: Decoy – A 
Portrait Session with a Twist” 
https://youtu.be/F-TyPfYMDK8 
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Week 10 
November 4 
Summary #11: Schandorf and Karatzogianni “Chapter 14 -- 
#NODAPL” in Alexander and Rhodes 
Summary #12: Arola, “Chapter 19 – A Land-based Digital Design 
Rhetoric” in Alexander and Rhodes 
Readings Due:  
“Unist’ot’en Camp”: http://unistoten.camp/ 
“NODAPL Archive”: https://www.nodaplarchive.com/ 

November 6 
Applications Discussions #7 
Find and Skim posts from 
Canadian Newspapers and 
websites about Unist’ot’en and 
Wet’suwet’en anti-pipeline 
protestors 

Week 11 
November 11 
Summary #13: Hitt “Chapter 17 – Making Space for Non-
Normative Expressions of Rhetoricity” in Alexander and Rhodes 
Watch (1h): “Disability Studies Webinar: ‘Because the Butterfly’ 
Autistic Disturbances of Language and Rhetoric” 
https://youtu.be/QXMpubwt1TY  

November 13 
Take Home Test #2  

Week 12 
November 18 
Summary #14: Moeggenberg “Chapter 21 – Keeping Safe (and 
Queer) in Alexander and Rhodes 
Summary #15: Blair “Chapter 20: Technofeminist Storiographies” 
in Alexander and Rhodes 
Watch: Contrapoints, “What is Gender” 
https://youtu.be/b_uEXzqW43c 
 

November 20 
Applications Discussions #8  

Week 13 
November 25 
Summary #16: Beck, “Chapter 27 – Implications of Persuasive 
Computer Algorithms” in Alexander and Rhodes 
Watch: Safiya Noble “Challenging the Algorithms of Oppression” 
https://youtu.be/iRVZozEEWlE 

November 27 
Applications Discussions #9 
Review 
Exam Assigned 

Week 14 
December 2 
Optional: Work on Take-home Exam In Class 

No Class 

 

 Late Work  
It will be difficult to submit late work for this course, as most of the assessments happen in class (as in 
the presentations) or in reference to a week’s classes and/or readings (as in the Applications, Class 
Notes, and Applications Discussion participation). If you plan your semester effectively, you should be 
able to set yourself deadlines that fit into your own schedule. Do what you can to avoid being absent 
when you have signed up for a presentation or the week you are assigned to create the Class Notes, but 
illness does occur. Let me and your teammates know as soon as possible before class and we will come 
up with an alternative together. If you do not let me know before class (and there are no extenuating 
circumstances) you will receive a zero on the assessment. 
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I am very understanding when it comes to late work or absences when you show that you have either 
accounted for your absence/lateness beforehand and that you care about the people who will be 
impacted by your absence/lateness. 

Information on Plagiarism Detection  
I do not use plagiarism detection. 

Electronic Device Policy 
Please bring laptops/tablets to search for examples, definitions, etc. You should not have to take notes 
during our conversations, unless you are the Note-Taker for the week. Do not work on other coursework 
during our class, and do not use your electronic devices to play games (unless those games are relevant 
to the discussion, of course!) 

Attendance Policy 
You are expected to come to class every day and on time. I will take attendance, and that attendance 
will be part of your Participation grade. If you know you will be absent, plan around it: consider 
submitting an Application or Example that week, so that you can still be a part of the discussion. If you 
are ill or unwell, stay home, but let me know before class and let me know how you plan to participate 
(submitting an example, e.g) or catch up (meeting up with the week’s note-takers to get clarification on 
their notes). 

Note for Students with Disabilities 
Should you need accommodations, I will work with you to best support you in this course. My hope is 
that this course is flexible enough that you should be able to choose deadlines and work that works for 
you. Tests are take-home (through LEARN) and assessments are fairly self-determined in terms of which 
role you will take. I will use subtitles for videos presented in class. I will not ask questions should you 
need to leave the room for any reason. You do not need to ask permission to leave the room, but 
please try to avoid being disruptive when you exit and re-enter – sit near the back if you think you might 
want to leave, wait for a presentation to end if you come back in. 

The AccessAbility Services office, located on the first floor of the Needles Hall extension (NH 1401), 
collaborates with all academic departments to arrange appropriate accommodations for students with 
disabilities without compromising the academic integrity of the curriculum. If you require academic 
accommodations to lessen the impact of your disability, please register with the AS office at the 
beginning of each academic term. 

Institutional-required statements for undergraduate course outlines approved by 
Senate Undergraduate Council, April 14, 2009  

Academic Integrity 
In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of the University of  
Waterloo community are expected to promote honesty, trust, fairness, respect and responsibility.  See 
the UWaterloo Academic Integritity webpage and the Arts Academic Integrity webpage for more 
information.  
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Discipline 
A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity, to avoid committing academic 
offences, and to take responsibility for his/her actions. A student who is unsure whether an action 
constitutes an offence, or who needs help in learning how to avoid offences (e.g., plagiarism, cheating) 
or about “rules” for group work/collaboration should seek guidance from the course professor, 
academic advisor, or the Undergraduate Associate Dean. When misconduct has been found to have 
occurred, disciplinary penalties will be imposed under Policy 71 – Student Discipline. For information on 
categories of offenses and types of penalties, students should refer to Policy 71 - Student Discipline. For 
typical penalties check Guidelines for the Assessment of Penalties (https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-
general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/guidelines/guidelines-assessment-penalties).  

Grievance 
A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of his/her university life has been unfair or 
unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a grievance. Read Policy 70 - Student Petitions and 
Grievances, Section 4 (https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-
guidelines/policy-70). When in doubt, please be certain to contact the department’s administrative 
assistant who will provide further assistance. 

Appeals 
A decision made or penalty imposed under Policy 70, Student Petitions and Grievances (other than a 
petition) or Policy 71, Student Discipline may be appealed if there is a ground. A student who believes 
he/she has a ground for an appeal should refer to Policy 72, Student Appeals 
(https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-72).  

 


