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ENGLISH 292: CONTEMPORARY ISSUES IN LANGUAGE, WRITING, AND RHETORIC 

Dr. Andrew McMurry / HH 265, ext. 32121 / amcmurry@uwaterloo.ca 
Office hours: Th 1:10 - 3:00 pm and by appointment

OVERVIEW:  In this course we’ll take a broad look at some of the foundational issues of the discipline of 
Rhetoric, beginning with theories of language and ending with technical writing. In between we’ll dabble in 
social theory, new media, and the grammar of everyday life. This course is designed to strengthen your 
skills as a rhetorical “agent.” Rhetoric is a living, breathing, active art, one that you already engage in every 
waking moment.  All the materials that we cover shed light on the same basic processes of accessing, 
interpreting, and deploying the common grounds of meaning. Thus, the course is meant to unshackle your 
already-abundant rhetorical intelligence so that you will become a more engaged, articulate, savvy, 
persuasive, critical, and civil student and human being. 
 
COURSE GOALS: 1) To introduce you to basic concepts in the discipline of rhetoric; 2) to practice these 
concepts in the analysis and/or creation of everyday texts; 3) to enhance your self-understanding of your 
own rhetorical practices; 4) to enhance your awareness of the rhetorical culture in which you dwell.  
 
COURSE POLICIES: One of the central issues we will study in this course is the impact of computer-mediated 
communication on rhetoric, thinking, and everyday communication. To help foreground this issue, personal 
communication devices will be kept in your pockets or bags during class time. Laptop computers and iPads 
will be banned as well, but may be used for note taking if you email me a request. At no time may laptops be 
used for non-292 related purposes.  
 
REQUIRED TEXTS:Donna Jo Napoli and Vera Lee-Schonfeld, Language Matters 2nd edition (NLS) 
M. Jimmie Killingsworth, Appeals in Modern Rhetoric (K) 
Nicholas Carr, The Shallows (C)  
 
ASSIGNMENTS AND EVALUATIONS:I expect you to complete all course readings before class and come 
prepared to discuss them. Assessment will be based on the following: 
 
Progymnasmata: 25% (7 x 3% + 4% for professionalism) 
Each progymnasma is worth 3%: you'll receive this grade regardless of the “quality” of your submission if it is of 
adequate length and submitted to our ACE forum/dropbox by 9 AM before the class in which it is due. Unfortunately, 
I can't accept late exercises. If you miss an assignment, keep in mind you need do only seven of nine and don’t forget 
the next time. Please do not ask for extensions, send submissions via email, or come forward with technical 
excuses after the fact. Students are encouraged to read and respond to each other’s interventions for the 3% (if 
appropriate to the exercise). Four percent will be added automatically to your grade if you complete all seven exercises. 

 
Tests: 2 x 25%  I don’t like designing, administering, and grading tests. You don’t like writing them. Tests usually don’t 
foster the kind of learning I think is important in rhetoric courses. But they do perform the helpful function of ensuring 
that you’re keeping up with readings and lecture materials. I try to make these tests as enjoyable as possible by 
providing a window of time within which to take them and by allowing you to do them in the comfort of your own 
home, complete with all course materials handy. The tests will cover the major concepts and will be administered 
through UW ACE. The format of these tests is multiple choice, true/false, fill-in-the-blank, and short essay. 

 
Final Examination/Exercise 25%This component will allow you to demonstrate your applied and analytical skills, and 
to give evidence of your overall comprehension of the course concepts and theory.  

 
TENTATIVE SCHEDULE:  
 

Date Topics Readings Progymnasmata 

Sept  13 Course overview   

Sept 15 What be language?   
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Sept 20 Con’t NLS Chapters 1, 2, 3, 4  

Sept 22 Con’t NLS Chapters 5, 6, 7 # 1 due 

Sept 27 Con’t NLS Chapters 8, 9, 10, 11  

Sept 29 Con’t NLS Chapters 13, 14, 15 # 2 due 

Oct 4 Dante’s version “The Shadow Scholar” (ACE)  

Oct 6 Con’t  #3 due 

Oct 11  TBA  

Oct 13 Test 1 No class  

Oct 18 Classical rhetoric Lecture  

Oct 20 Contemporary rhetoric K Chapters 1, 2, 3 # 4 due 

Oct 25 Types of appeals K Chapters 4, 5  

Oct 27 Con’t K Chapter 6, 7, 8 #5 due 

Nov 1 Metaphor K Chapters 9  

Nov 3 Narrative K Chapter 10 # 6 due 

Nov 8 Our new mind C pp. 1-98  

Nov 10 Con’t C pp. 99-224 # 7 due 

Nov 15  TBA  

Nov 17 Test 2 No class  

Nov 22 Your brain unplugged “Thoreau’s Cell Phone Experiment” (ACE)  

Nov 24 Con’t  # 8 due 

Nov 29 Phronesis “The Ethic of Expediency” (ACE)  

Dec 1 Con’t  # 9 due 

Dec ?  Exam   

 
The Fine Print: 
Academic Integrity: In order to maintain a culture of  academic integrity, members of  the University of  Waterloo are expected to promote honesty, trust, fairness, 
respect and responsibility. Discipline: A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity, to avoid committing academic offences, and to take responsibility 
for his/her actions. A student who is unsure whether an action constitutes an offence, or who needs help in learning how to avoid offences (e.g., plagiarism, cheating) or 
about “rules” for group work/collaboration should seek guidance from the course professor, academic advisor, or the Undergraduate Associate Dean. When misconduct 
has been found to have occurred, disciplinary penalties will be imposed under Policy 71 – Student Discipline. For information on categories of  offenses and types of  
penalties, students should refer to Policy 71 - Student Discipline, http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy71.htm 
Grievance: A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of  his/her university life has been unfair or unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a 
grievance. Read Policy 70 - Student Petitions and Grievances, Section 4, http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy70.htm Appeals: A student may appeal the 
finding and/or penalty in a decision made under Policy 70 - Student Petitions and Grievances (other than regarding a petition) or Policy 71 - Student Discipline if  a 
ground for an appeal can be established. Read Policy 72 - Student Appeals, http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy72.htmAcademic Integrity website 
(Arts): http://arts.uwaterloo.ca/arts/ugrad/academic_responsibility.html Academic Integrity Office (UW): http://uwaterloo.ca/academicintegrity/ 
Accommodation for Students with Disabilities: Note for students with disabilities: The Office for Persons with Disabilities (OPD), located in Needles Hall, Room 1132, 
collaborates with all academic departments to arrange appropriate accommodations for students with disabilities without compromising the academic integrity of  the 
curriculum. If  you require academic accommodations to lessen the impact of  your disability, please register with the OPD at the beginning of  each academic term. 


