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Overview 

 
In this course we will take a broad look at some of the foundational issues of the discipline of Rhetoric. 
Rhetoric is a language art, and so we will first spend some time exploring language—its nature, its 
power, its characteristics. Next we will look at some of the important aspects of Rhetoric,  from its 
basis in the Classical world to contemporary theories of discourse. Finally, we will look at a “discourse 
community” to see these ideas in practice.  
 
Objectives 

 
Perhaps one of the most often used phrases in rhetorical criticism is, “Well, it depends.” Rhetoric is 
not a cookie-cutter discipline and there are no templates either for analysis or for practice. This course 
will help you to understand some of the dimensions of “it depends” and become critical readers--
"critical” in the sense of discerning and thoughtful. 

 
Since Aristotle, Rhetoric has been comprised of both theory and practice and so we will  always try to 
apply the concepts we are discussing to actual texts.  Steven Pinker, a psychologist whose work you 
will soon discover,  has said, “[I]t is undeniable that people retain more when they are called upon to 
think about what they are learning than when they are asked to pluck fact after fact out of lectures 
and file them away in memory” (The Stuff of Thought 84).  

 
By the end of the course, you will have an understanding of several of the cornerstone concepts of 
language, rhetoric and writing and be well equipped for the advanced rhetorical studies you will 
undertake in subsequent courses. 
 
Attendance and Participation 
 
My assumption is that in enrolling in this course you obligate yourself to attend all the classes and to 
come to them prepared—i.e. You will have read the assigned texts and be ready to respond to and 
discuss them. Our class discussions will be an important part of your learning, but will only be so if you 
have engaged thoughtfully with the material we are studying. My obligation is to choose interesting 
and useful material and to make the classes worth attending. 
 
 
 
 



Required Textbooks 
  
William Keith and Christian Lunberg, The Essential Guide to Rhetoric. 
Course Readings available at the Bookstore. 
 
Assignments 
 
Two mid term tests   20% each   October 5 and November 5 
Final exam     30%   scheduled by the registrar 
Writing Assignment   30%   December 3 
 
Writing Assignment 
 
You will write a polished editorial (or politcal speech) about an issue that  interests  you (about 800 -
1000 words). You will then discuss  the rhetorical considerations you faced in writing the editorial or 
speech (about 1000-1250  words).  You do not have to cover all the concepts we discussed in class, but 
include the ones you think are most salient. 
I will give you more information in class. 

  

 Academic Integrity 
Academic Integrity: In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of the 
University of Waterloo are expected to promote honesty, trust, fairness, respect and 
responsibility. 
Discipline: A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity, to avoid 
committing academic offences, and to take responsibility for his/her actions. A student who is 
unsure whether an action constitutes an offence, or who needs help in learning how to avoid 
offences (e.g., plagiarism, cheating) or about “rules” for group work/collaboration should seek 
guidance from the course professor, academic advisor, or the Undergraduate Associate Dean. 
When misconduct has been found to have occurred, disciplinary penalties will be imposed under 
Policy 71 – Student Discipline. For information on categories of offenses and types of penalties, 
students should refer to Policy 71 - Student Discipline, 
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy71.htm. 
Grievance: A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of his/her university life 
has been unfair or unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a grievance. Read Policy 70 - 
Student Petitions and Grievances, Section 4, 
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy70.htm. 
Appeals: A student may appeal the finding and/or penalty in a decision made under Policy 70 - 
Student Petitions and Grievances (other than regarding a petition) or Policy 71 - Student 
Discipline if a ground for an appeal can be established. Read Policy 72 - Student Appeals, 
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy72.htm. 
 Academic Integrity website (Arts): 
http://arts.uwaterloo.ca/arts/ugrad/academic_responsibility.html 
Academic Integrity Office (uWaterloo): http://uwaterloo.ca/academicintegrity/ 

 Accommodation for Students with Disabilities: 
Note for students with disabilities: The Office for Persons with Disabilities (OPD), located in Needles Hall, 

http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy71.htm
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy70.htm
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy72.htm
http://arts.uwaterloo.ca/arts/ugrad/academic_responsibility.html
http://uwaterloo.ca/academicintegrity/


Room 1132, collaborates with all academic departments to arrange appropriate accommodations for 
students with disabilities without compromising the academic integrity of the curriculum.  If you require 
academic accommodations to lessen the impact of your disability, please register with the OPD at the 
beginning of each academic term. 



Reading and Discussion Schedule 
 

Week 1 Introduction to course; 
Language: nature and  
characteristics 

"Master of All Masters" (Learn)  Pinker (CR 1-13) 

Week 2 Language: power; Meaning-
making: metafunctions 

“Mentorship: Description of Discourse” (Learn) 

Week 3 Meaning-making: metaphor 
and metonomy; 
Sociolinugistics 

Kovecses (CR 15-30); Knowles and Moon (CR 32-47); 
Van Herk (CR 49-82) 

Week 4 Semiotics; 1st mid term test 
Oct. 5 

Chandler (CR 84-91) 

Week 5 Rhetoric Keith and Lundberg Chapters 1,2,3; Keith and Lundberg 
Chapters 4,5,6 

Week 6 Discourse Analysis; Discourse 
and Ideology 

Jaworski and Coupland (CR 93-115); Van Dijk (CR 117-
125 

Week 7 Critical Discourse Analysis; 
Media 

Van Dijk  (CR 127-136); Gorman and McLean (CR 138-
48) 

Week 8 Media; grammar and usage Williams (CR 172-82); Turow (CR 150-70) 

Week 9 2nd mid term test Nov 5 
Professional Writing 

Faigley (CR 195-208) 

Week 10 Genre; Discourse Community;  Jasinski (CR 184-193); Porter (CR 210-229) 

Week 11 Legal Discourse: A Judicial 
Opinion; Legal Discourse: A 
Closing Argument  

(Learn); Lief (CR 224-231) 

Week 12 Ethics Day (CR 233-285) 

Dec 3 Floating day *writing 
assignment due 

 

 


