
University of Waterloo 

 
Department of English Language and Literature 

 

ENGL 306A - Introduction to Linguistics 
 
 
Instructor: Dr. Clive Forrester 
Term: Spring 2019 
Class times: 1:00pm - 2:20pm M,W  
Classroom: HH150 
Office hours: Room HH141, Mon. & Wed. 2:30-3:30pm (or by appointment) 
Email: clive.forrester@uwaterloo.ca ext: 37905  
 
Course Description:  
 
This course introduces students to the foundational areas in the field of linguistics. Linguists 
study the quintessential human trait - language - and situate their inquiry within areas of 
research as diverse as human cognition and development, language learning and teaching, and 
critical theory. This course is designed to give participants a brief overview of the structural 
components of language (such as the sounds, syntax, and how meaning is assigned to units of 
language) as well as how language shapes and impacts on our world in dynamic and interesting 
ways.  
 
Learning Outcomes:  
 
By the end of the course participants should be able to:  

1. Understand the current discussion on the origin of human language 
2. Explain the difference between human language and other forms of animal 

communication  
3. Explain how speech sounds work AND list the biological components of articulation  
4. Explain how words can be combined into phrases and how phrases transform into 

sentences 
5. Discuss the ways in which language impacts on society at the micro and macro linguistic 

levels 
6. Understand how language is implicated in matters of power, privilege and discrimination 
7. Design and conduct a short field research in linguistics  

 
Course Text (Readings will be added to LEARN) 
Rowe, B. M., and D. P. Levine. CONCISE INTRODUCTION TO LINGUISTICS. London and 
New York: ROUTLEDGE, 2016. 
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Module Week  Date Topic Readings 

 
 
 
Introduction 

and 
Overview 

 
 
 
 
 
 

1 

May 6 Course Overview: 
● What is linguistics and what do 

linguists do?  
● Where did language come from? 
● Is there a difference between 

language and a language?  

Rowe & Levine:  
Ch. 1, pp.1-12 

May 8 Language Origin 
● How do we acquire language? 

Do we learn it all, or are we born 
with it?  

● Language, the brain, and 
cognition - what’s the 
connection?  

 
 
Rowe & Levine:  
Ch. 1, pp.13-22 
 
Ch. 8, 
pp.231-235 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Speech 
Sounds & 

Articulation 

 
 
 
 

2 

May 13 Phonetics - Speech Sounds  
● How do we produce speech 

sounds?  
● How do the organs for 

articulation work together?  

 
Rowe & Levine:  
Ch. 2, pp. 30-33 

May 15 Phonetics (cont’d) 
● Are speech sounds infinite?  
● Practice exercises 

Rowe & Levine:  
Ch. 2, pp. 34-47 

 
 
 
 

3 

May 22 Phonology - Sounds and their 
meanings 

● How do sounds get their 
meanings?  

● Do all languages share the same 
sounds? 

 
 
 
 
Rowe & Levine:  
Ch. 3, pp.61-70 
 
pp. 71-75 May 27 Phonetics & Phonology Workshop  

● Groups 1 & 2 

 
 
 

Words, 
Phrases & 
Sentences 

 
 
 
 

4 

May 29 Morphology - What are Words?  
● Word segments and how to 

combine them 
● Parts of speech 

 
 

Rowe & Levine:  
Ch. 4, pp.85-91 

During 
June 
3-5th 

Morphology & Sign language 
● What does a morpheme look like 

in signed language?  

Rowe & Levine:  
Ch. 4, pp.93-100 
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5 
Jun. 3 ONLINE CLASS  

Jun. 5 ONLINE CLASS  

 
 
 

6 

Jun. 10 Syntax - From words to phrases 
● Different kinds of phrases 
● Word order  

Rowe & Levine:  
Ch. 5, 
pp.113-123 

Jun. 12 Syntax - From phrases to sentences 
● The components of the sentence 
● “Hidden” items in the sentence 

 
 
Rowe & Levine:  
Ch. 5, 
pp.124-127  

 
 
 

7 

Jun.  17 Morphology & Syntax Workshop 
● Groups 3 & 4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Meaning in the 
Conversational 

& Social 
Contexts 

Jun.  19 Semantics - Words and their 
Meanings 

● How do we assign meanings to 
words? 

● How do these meanings 
change? 

 
 
 
Rowe & Levine:  
Ch. 6, 
pp.151-158 
 
 
pp. 159-164 

 
 
 
 

8 

Jun.  24 Pragmatics - Utterances and their 
meanings 

● Speech Acts  
● Conversational Maxims 

Jun. 26 Can you break up via text? 
● Speech acts and felicity 

conditions 

 
 
 
Rowe & Levine:  
Ch. 6, 
pp.170-181 

 
 
 
 

9 

Jul. 1  
CANADA DAY - NO CLASS 

Jul. 3 Semantics & Pragmatics Workshop 
● Groups 5 & 6 

 

 
 
 
Language in 
the Broader 

Social 
Context 

 
 

 
10 

Jul. 8 Sociolinguistics - How language 
shapes our world 

● The linguistic landscape & 
heritage of Canada  

● Language & social networks 

 
 
Rowe & Levine:  
Ch. 7, 
pp.188-197 
 
 
pp. 201-210 

Jul. 10 How do we get new languages? 
● Language contact 

 

 Jul. 15 Discourse Analysis - Language &  
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11 

social institutions 
● Reading between the lines, 

words & intentions 
● Language in social contexts 

 

 
 

Jul. 17 

Discourse Analysis (cont’d) 
● Transcribing natural speech 

 
 
 
 

Applied 
Linguistics  
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Jul. 22 Critical Discourse Analysis 
● Language, Power, & Ideology 
● Linguistic discrimination 

Jul. 24 Socio. & Discourse Analysis Workshop  
● Groups 7 & 8 

 

 Jul. 29 Course Review and Conclusion 

 
 
Assessment Breakdown:  
 

1. Group Workshop (20%): Each class participant will be assigned to a group, and each 
group will be in charge of leading a workshop when their week arrives (around 35 mins 
in length). The workshop will be focused primarily on the analysis of data rather than 
covering material already stated in class. The key is to explore an aspect of your topic 
which was not done in class but relevant to the course.  
 

2. Workshop attendance (16% - 2% x 8): Attendance and participation at workshops 
earns 2% per workshop - it’s an easy 16% and a way of ensure you’re not presenting to 
empty chairs.  
 

3. End of Module Assignments (50% - 10% x 5): At the end of each module, participants 
will do a test (either take home or in class). The test will draw on information from the 
assigned readings as well as other material discussed in each of the five main areas. 
The test will be available on the day of, or shortly after, the last topic in the model. 
 

4. In class activities (14%): Each week, you will be given at least one in-class worksheet. 
The mark for each individual assignment depends on (a) timely completion, and (b) 
accurate completion.  
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Tentative Module Test Dates: 
 

1. Module 1 - May 27th 
2. Module 2 - June 17th 
3. Module 3 - July 3rd 
4. Module 4 - July 17th 
5. Module 5 - July 29th 

 
 
 
 
Keeping in Touch With Me 
 
Feel free to stop by during office hours and have a chat about your work. If for some reason you 
can’t come to the scheduled office hours, we can make an appointment to meet virtually via 
Skype or Facetime. Most importantly, do not wait until you feel completely overwhelmed to seek 
help. Let’s start talking as early as possible.  
 
 
Accessibility: 
 
Let’s say at one of our classes you can’t quite see what is displayed on the slides because of 
the colour contrast. Or you think you might need a note taker. Or for some reason your back 
hurts if you sit for longer than 40 mins and you’d like to stand for a portion of the class (hey, you 
never know). Just speak to me whether before or after class or send an email. I’ll try to see how 
best your accessibility requirements can be accommodated.  
 
 
Academic Integrity 
 
In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of the University of  
Waterloo community are expected to promote honesty, trust, fairness, respect and 
responsibility.  See the UWaterloo Academic Integrity Webpage 
(https://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/) and the Arts Academic Integrity Office Webpage 
(http://arts.uwaterloo.ca/current-undergraduates/academic-responsibility) for more information.  
 
Discipline 
 
A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity to avoid committing academic 
offenses and to take responsibility for his/her actions. A student who is unsure whether an 
action constitutes an offense, or who needs help in learning how to avoid offenses (e.g., 
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plagiarism, cheating) or about “rules” for group work/collaboration should seek guidance from 
the course professor, academic advisor, or the undergraduate associate dean. For information 
on categories of offenses and types of penalties, students should refer to Policy 71, Student 
Discipline (http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy71.htm). For typical penalties 
check Guidelines for the Assessment of Penalties 
(http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/guidelines/penaltyguidelines.htm).  
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