
University of Waterloo 
Department of English 

English 306A: Introduction to Linguistics 
Fall 2015 

10:00-11:20, EV1 132 
 

Instructor Information 
Instructor: Randy Harris 
Office: HH 242 
Office Phone: 519 888 4567, 35362 
Office Hours: W 10:00-11:30 
Email: raha@uwaterloo.ca 

Course Description 
We study what it means to know and use a language: you need to know the sounds, the words, the 
way words group together, and how those word groups fit into a web of meaning. That's a lot just to 
get someone to pass you the salt or agree that the Leafs sucked last night, but you deploy those 
systems effortlessly every day. What's more, you know them pretty much the way you know how to 
breathe or swallow or ride a bike: at a below-the-surface level. At the surface, you don't know which 
of your consonants resonate out your nose, but you know it somewhere in there, because you always 
send the right ones out your nose. In this course, we're going to drag that knowledge to the surface, 
sometimes kicking and screaming. We're also going to see how that knowledge interacts with other, 
non-linguisticky areas of cognition—in particular, perception, emotion, categorization, abstraction 
processes, and reasoning—to get some purchase on the way we express and exchange ideas and 
thoughts through weird little noises or marks on a page or lines and circles on a screen, like these 
ones. 
 
English 306A is a required course in the Cognitive Science option.  
 

Course Goals and Learning Outcomes 
Upon completion of this course, students should be able to:  

A. Characterize a human language in cognitive and formal terms; that is, to understand the 
• Semiotic dimensions of meaning 
• Psychological dimensions of language  
• Components of language 

B. Understand words; that is, to know the ways in which lexical 
• Meanings combine and shift 
• Forms combine and shift 

C. Understand the basics of speech sounds; that is, to know the 
• Articulatory and acoustic characteristics of human sounds 
• Way sounds combine and co-occur in speech 

D. Understand syntax; that is, to know the 
• Meanings conveyed by word sequences 
• Sisterhood of words 
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E.  Understand propositional semantics; that is, to know about  
• Denotation 
• Logical relations 

F. Understand pragmatics; that is, to recognize 
• Speech acts 
• The maxims of coöperation 

G. Understand discourse; that is to know the way 
• Meanings amalgamate (coherence) 
• Sentences/utterances amalgamate (cohesion) 

Required Text 
Linguistics, a very short introduction 
PH Matthews, Cambridge University Press, 2003 

The title is accurate: this is a very short book. You are expected to read it entirely in the first two 
weeks, to form a backdrop for the course. The course details will come in lectures and through 
various sites.  

Course Requirements and Assessment 
Information on course requirements and assessments. 
Assessment  Date of Evaluation (where known) Weighting 
Midterm 1 13 October  20% 
Midterm 2 17 November 30% 
Final TBA 50% 
Total  100% 

Electronic Device Policy 
Electronic devices may be used only for recording information and / or taking notes; no browsing, 
not texting, no email; no [insert other non-recording, non-note-taking activities here]. If you are 
overwhelmed by the urge to use your device in some way that does not involve collecting or 
recording course information, please leave the room.  

Attendance Policy 
Whether you show up or not is your own call. You’re an adult, or close enough to one to decide 
your own priorities. I will tell you that linguistics generally, and my way of teaching it especially, 
require careful attention, good note taking, and interactive learning (i.e., asking questions). If you 
miss classes I advise you strongly to arrange to get notes from two people, to calibrate the notes 
against each other, and to come to my office hours and ask about anything on which you are 
unclear. Frankly, linguistics is a class in which it is easy to get lost.   
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Course Schedule 
Notes on readings. 
Week Date Topic Readings Due 

1 15/09- 
17/09 

Symbols and language 
(NO OFFICE HOURS) Linguistics, a very short introduction 

2 22/09 The history of language 
24/09 Words 

3 29/09 NO CLASS 

Assorted web materials, assigned on 
optional and obligatory bases 
throughout the term; allocate about 
five hours a week for this, though it 
will frequently be less, occasionally 
more.  
  

01/10 Words 

4 06/10 Morphology 
08/10 Morphology 

5 13/10 MIDTERM 1 
15/10 Phonetics 

6 20/10 Phonetics 
22/10 Phonology 

7 27/10 Morphophonology 
29/10 Syntax 

8 3/11 Syntax 
5/11 Syntax 

9 10/11 Semantics 
12/11 Semantics 

10 17/11 MIDTERM 2 
19/11 Pragmatics 

11 25/11 Pragmatics 
 27/11 Discourse 

12 01/12 Discourse 
03/12 FINAL EXAM PREPARATION 

 

Institutional-required statements for undergraduate course outlines approved by Senate 
Undergraduate Council, April 14, 2009  

Academic Integrity 
In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of the University of  
Waterloo community are expected to promote honesty, trust, fairness, respect and responsibility.  
See the UWaterloo Academic Integritity webpage (https://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/) and the 
Arts Academic Integrity webpage (https://uwaterloo.ca/arts/current-undergraduates/student-
support/ethical-behaviour) for more information.  

Discipline 
A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity, to avoid committing academic 
offences, and to take responsibility for his/her actions. A student who is unsure whether an action 
constitutes an offence, or who needs help in learning how to avoid offences (e.g., plagiarism, 
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cheating) or about “rules” for group work/collaboration should seek guidance from the course 
professor, academic advisor, or the Undergraduate Associate Dean. When misconduct has been 
found to have occurred, disciplinary penalties will be imposed under Policy 71 – Student Discipline. 
For information on categories of offenses and types of penalties, students should refer to Policy 71 - 
Student Discipline. For typical penalties check Guidelines for the Assessment of Penalties 
(https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-
guidelines/guidelines/guidelines-assessment-penalties).  

Grievance 
A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of his/her university life has been unfair 
or unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a grievance. Read Policy 70 - Student Petitions and 
Grievances, Section 4 (https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-
guidelines/policy-70). When in doubt please be certain to contact the department’s administrative 
assistant who will provide further assistance. 

Appeals 
A decision made or penalty imposed under Policy 70, Student Petitions and Grievances (other than 
a petition) or Policy 71, Student Discipline may be appealed if there is a ground. A student who 
believes he/she has a ground for an appeal should refer to Policy 72, Student Appeals 
(https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-72).  

Note for Students with Disabilities 
The AccessAbility Services office, located on the first floor of the Needles Hall extension (NH 
1401), collaborates with all academic departments to arrange appropriate accommodations for 
students with disabilities without compromising the academic integrity of the curriculum. If you 
require academic accommodations to lessen the impact of your disability, please register with the AS 
office at the beginning of each academic term. 
 


