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University of Waterloo 
Department of English 

ENGL309A 
Classical Rhetoric 

Autumn 2015 
MWF, 8:30-9:20, P.A.S. 1241 

 
Instructor Information 
Instructor: David Shakespeare 
Office: HH 369 
Office Phone: ext. 37139 
Office Hours: Mondays and Wednesdays, 10:00-11:00, or by appointment 
Email: rdshakespeare@uwaterloo.ca 
 
Course Description 
According to the university’s undergraduate calendar, this course is “[a] study of rhetorical theories 
from the Classical period (Pre-Socratic to Augustine) with an emphasis on how these theories reflect 
changing attitudes towards language, reality, and the self.” This material remains, even today, 
fundamental to assumptions and practices of rhetoric. An in-depth examination of the major 
authors and issues, situated in their historical context, will help you understand the world in which 
we live, and help you to shape (or re-shape) this world. 
 
Course Goals and Learning Outcomes 
Students should gain an understanding of the ancient cultures in which rhetoric emerged, with 
especially attention to Athens and Rome. Students should also understand rhetoric as a discipline of 
the ancient world that sometimes overlaps with and is sometimes distinct from the related 
discourses, especially those of art, autobiography, philosophy, and prayer. The course aims to 
provide students with an opportunity to develop skills that will help them in private and civic life 
through an understanding of how rhetoric positions us in relation to the world. More concretely, 
students will advance their research and writing skills by exploring a concept or artefact, or by 
advocating for a change in the world. 
 
Required Text 
An Introduction to Classical Rhetoric: Essential Readings, edited by James D. Williams (Wiley-
Blackwell, 2009). 
 
Course Requirements and Assessment 
 
Assessment  Date of Evaluation (if known) Weighting 
In-Class Test #1 2 October 10% 
Essay Proposal 26 October 10% 
In-Class Test #2 6 November 10% 
Essay/Project 4 December 40% 
Final Examination t.b.d. 30% 

Total  100% 
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Notes on the various class assessments 
 
In-Class Tests (20%) 
The tests will consist of passages quoted from the primary material covered up to that point. You  
will choose three (3) of five (5) passages to discuss, writing about their significance and contribution 
to rhetorical theory or other importance to the ideas of the course. Both of the tests are worth 10% 
of the course grade. 
 
Essay/Project Proposal (10%) 
Prior to submitting the final product of the essay or project, students will produce a short document 
outlining its scope: its purpose, method, and preliminary argument or approach. Students should 
identify at least one of the critical sources they will use for the final paper in order to receive 
feedback that will help them develop their work for the final submission. 
 
Essay or Project (40%) 
There are two options for you here: you may either compose an essay that investigates a major 
concept in Classical Rhetoric (e.g. morality) or an analysis of a rhetorical artefact (such as a speech), 
OR you may wish to pursue a project aimed at changing the world around us by using the rhetorical 
techniques you have learned in the course. You may use whatever medium you think is most 
appropriate, but will submit a detailed report that outlines your intentions, methods, and success 
with the project. You might wish to pursue this option in a self-selected teams, in which case, there 
will be more elaborate grading regulations implemented, but each team member will receive a grade 
worth 40% of his/her final grade for the course. A form stating the members’ work will be used if 
students choose to work in teams. In either case, the paper will require some research into secondary 
critical material, and will be between 2300 and 3000 words in length (approximately 7 to 9 double-
spaced, typed pages). All secondary material must be scrupulously cited and cases of plagiarised 
work will be taken seriously, with potentially severe penalties. More detailed instructions will follow. 
 
Final Examination (30%) 
An examination to be written during the December examination period (8 December through 22 
December) will be the final component of the course, and will cover all material from the course. A 
deferral is possibly only through appropriate documentation: travel plans aren’t sufficient grounds. 
 
Course Schedule 

Date Topic Readings  Assignments/Tests 

14 September Introduction to the Course   

16 September Historical Context for Greek Rhetoric pp. 9-31  

18 September Pre-Rhetorical Petitions pp. 37-44; Iliad+  

21 September Sappho pp. 44-49  

23 September Protagoras and Antiphon pp. 51-55; 67-74  

25 September Gorgias: The Defense of Palamedes pp. 56-63  

28 September Gorgias: The Encomium of Helen pp. 63-66  

30 September Isocrates: Antidosis pp. 75-78; 81-92  

2 October Midterm Test   Test #1 

5 October Essay Writing Workshop   

7 October Introduction to Plato pp. 32-34; 108-
114; 142-45 
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Date Topic Readings  Assignments/Tests 

9 October Plato: Gorgias pp. 145-59  

14 October Plato: Gorgias pp. 159-73  

16 October Plato: Gorgias pp. 174-89  

19 October Plato: Phaedrus pp. 190-200  

21 October Plato: Phaedrus pp. 201-10  

23 October Plato: Phaedrus pp. 211-20  

26 October Introduction to Aristotle pp. 34-36; 222-29 Paper Proposal Due 

28 October Aristotle: The Art of Rhetoric pp. 229-39  

30 October Aristotle: The Art of Rhetoric pp. 239-48  

2 November Aristotle: The Art of Rhetoric pp. 248-55  

4 November Aristotle: The Art of Poetry pp. 255-69  

6 November Midterm Test  Test #2 

9 November Historical Context for Roman Rhetoric pp. 288-315  

11 November Cicero: De Inventione pp. 316-24  

13 November Cicero: De Oratore pp. 324-26; 332-40  

16 November Cicero: De Oratore pp. 340-53  

18 November Cicero: De Oratore pp. 353-64  

20 November Cicero: Pro Milone pp. 364-74  

21 November Horace pp. 378-90  

23 November Quintillian: Institutio Oratoria-Book I pp. 397-407  

25 November Quintillian: Institutio Oratoria-Book II pp. 408-14  

27 November Libanius pp. 419-23; 430-36  

30 November Augustine: Confessiones pp. 459-70  

2 December Augustine: De Doctrina Christiana pp. 493-503  

4 December Conclusion  Essay/Project Due 

+ the selection from the Iliad can be found online: see course LEARN website for details 
 
* N.B. one or two of the classes in mid-October is likely to be cancelled—I will notify you as 
soon as possible if this turns out to be the case 
 
Late Work 
Late essays will be penalized at a rate of 3% per day, including weekends. No essays will be accepted 
seven (7) days after the deadline. To avoid penalties, prepare your work well in advance. If you have 
legitimate (often medical) documentation to provide the instructor, you will be exempt from the late 
penalty, and a new deadline will be set for you if it is a medical emergency. Otherwise, you must 
notify the instructor in advance; no extensions will be granted after the deadline. If you are granted 
an extension for legitimate reasons, you and the instructor will decide on a new deadline. 
 
Electronic Device Policy 
Your attention and involvement in class discussions and lectures is crucial to your success in the 
course. Should you require a device (e.g. a laptop) to take notes during lectures, you may do so; 
however, if you are distracting students around you, the instructor will ask you to use an alternative 
note-taking method. Students should keep all other electronic devices in bags or pockets for the 
duration of the class. Students found using these will be asked to put them away or to leave the class 
if they are caught using them. 
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Attendance Policy 
Your participation in class discussions will be essential to the development of your own ideas and 
those of your peers. This can only be accomplished if you are on time to and present at all classes 
and contribute to the discussions in a significant way. 
 
Institutional-required statements for undergraduate course outlines approved by Senate 
Undergraduate Council, April 14, 2009  
 
Cross-listed Course 
Please note that a cross-listed course will count in all respective averages no matter under which rubric it has 
been taken. For example, a PHIL/PSCI cross-list will count in a Philosophy major average, even if the course 
was taken under the Political Science rubric. 
 
Academic Integrity 
In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of the University of  
Waterloo community are expected to promote honesty, trust, fairness, respect and responsibility.  See the 
UWaterloo Academic Integritity webpage (https://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/) and the Arts Academic 
Integrity webpage (https://uwaterloo.ca/arts/current-undergraduates/student-support/ethical-behaviour) for 
more information.  
 
Discipline 
A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity, to avoid committing academic offences, 
and to take responsibility for his/her actions. A student who is unsure whether an action constitutes an 
offence, or who needs help in learning how to avoid offences (e.g., plagiarism, cheating) or about “rules” for 
group work/collaboration should seek guidance from the course professor, academic advisor, or the 
Undergraduate Associate Dean. When misconduct has been found to have occurred, disciplinary penalties 
will be imposed under Policy 71 – Student Discipline. For information on categories of offenses and types of 

penalties, students should refer to Policy 71 - Student Discipline ((https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-
counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-71). For typical penalties check Guidelines for the Assessment 
of Penalties (https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-
guidelines/guidelines/guidelines-assessment-penalties).  
 
Grievance 
A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of his/her university life has been unfair or 
unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a grievance. Read Policy 70 - Student Petitions and Grievances, 
Section 4 (https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-70). When 
in doubt please be certain to contact the department’s administrative assistant who will provide further 
assistance. 
 
Appeals 
A decision made or penalty imposed under Policy 70, Student Petitions and Grievances (other than a petition) 
or Policy 71, Student Discipline may be appealed if there is a ground. A student who believes he/she has a 
ground for an appeal should refer to Policy 72, Student Appeals (https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-
counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-72).  
 
Note for Students with Disabilities 
The AccessAbility Services office (https://uwaterloo.ca/disability-services/), located on the first floor of the 
Needles Hall extension (NH 1401), collaborates with all academic departments to arrange appropriate 
accommodations for students with disabilities without compromising the academic integrity of the 
curriculum. If you require academic accommodations to lessen the impact of your disability, please register 
with the AS office at the beginning of each academic term. 

file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/HP_Owner/My%20Documents/Downloads/UWaterloo%20Academic%20Integritity%20webpage%20(https:/uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/)
https://uwaterloo.ca/arts/current-undergraduates/student-support/ethical-behaviour
https://uwaterloo.ca/arts/current-undergraduates/student-support/ethical-behaviour
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-71
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/HP_Owner/My%20Documents/Downloads/Guidelines%20for%20the%20Assessment%20of%20Penalties%20(https:/uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/guidelines/guidelines-assessment-penalties)
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/HP_Owner/My%20Documents/Downloads/Guidelines%20for%20the%20Assessment%20of%20Penalties%20(https:/uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/guidelines/guidelines-assessment-penalties)
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/HP_Owner/My%20Documents/Downloads/Guidelines%20for%20the%20Assessment%20of%20Penalties%20(https:/uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/guidelines/guidelines-assessment-penalties)
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-70
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-70
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-72
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-72
https://uwaterloo.ca/disability-services/

