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University of Waterloo 
ENGL309A 

Classical Rhetoric 
Winter 2015 

Tuesdays and Thursdays, 11:30-12:50, DWE 3522A 
 
Instructor Information 
Instructor: David Shakespeare 
Office: P.A.S. 1087 
Office Phone: 519-888-4567 
Office Hours: Thursdays 1:00-2:15 or by appointment 
Email: rdshakes@uwaterloo.ca 
 
Course Description 
According to the university’s undergraduate calendar, this course is “[a] study of rhetorical theories 
from the Classical period (Pre-Socratic to Augustine) with an emphasis on how these theories reflect 
changing attitudes towards language, reality, and the self.” This material remains, even today, 
fundamental to assumptions and practices of rhetoric. An in-depth examination of the major 
authors and issues, situated in their historical context will help you understand the world in which 
we live, and help you to shape (or re-shape) that world. 
 
Course Goals and Learning Outcomes 
Successful students should increase their understanding of rhetorical practices and the relationship 
between a text and the culture that produced it. Students should also develop skills that will help 
them in private and civic life through an understanding of how rhetoric positions us in relation to 
the world. Students will explore a concept or analyse critically a rhetorical artefact using the 
knowledge they have learned in the course and develop their ideas in an essay proposal and then a 
somewhat lengthy paper to be submitted at the end of the course. 
 
Required Text 

 An Introduction to Classical Rhetoric: Essential Readings, edited by James D. Williams 
(Wiley-Blackwell, 2009). 

 
Course Requirements and Assessment 
 
Assessment  Date of Evaluation Weighting 
In-Class Test #1 5 February 15% 
Essay Proposal 3 March 10% 
In-Class Test #2 12 March 15% 
Essay 2 April 30% 
Final Examination to be determined 30% 

Total  100% 
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Notes on the various class assessments 
 
In-Class Tests (30%) 
The tests will require you to demonstrate your knowledge of facts and allow you to express your 
ideas; consequently, a variety of questions (multiple choice, true-false, short answer, and essay) will 
appear on the tests. Each test is worth 15% of the course grade. 
 
Essay Proposal (10%) 
Prior to submitting the final product of the essay, students will produce a short document outlining 
the project: its purpose, method, and preliminary argument. Students should identify at least one of 
the critical sources they will use for the final paper in order to receive feedback that will help them 
develop the project well for the final essay. 
 
Essay (30%) 
The major written component of the course is an essay that investigates either a major concept in 
Classical Rhetoric or an analysis of a rhetorical artefact (such as a speech) . The essay will require 
some research into secondary critical material, and will be between 2300 and 3000 words in length 
(approximately 7 to 9 double-spaced, typed pages). Detailed instructions will follow.  
 
Final Examination (30%) 
An examination to be written during the April examination period (10 April through 25 April) will 
be the final component of the course, and will cover all material from the course. Without official 
medical documentation, there will be no possibility of a deferral. 
 
Course Outline 
 

Date Topic Readings Assignments/Tests 

January 6 Introduction to the Course   

January 8 Historical Context to Greek 
Rhetoric 

9-36  

January 13 Sappho’s Poetry 37-39; 44-49  

January 15 Gorgias 56-66  

January 20 Isocrates 75-92  

January 22 Plato: Gorgias 108-114; 142-64  

January 27 Plato: Gorgias 164-89  

January 29 Plato: Phaedrus 190-208  

February 3 Plato: Phaedrus 208-220  

February 5 Midterm Test  Test #1 
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Date Topic Readings Assignments/Tests 

February 10 Aristotle: Rhetoric 222-39  

February 12 Aristotle: Rhetoric 239-55  

* READING WEEK * 

February 24 Aristotle: Poetics 255-69  

February 26 Historical Context for 
Roman Rhetoric 

288-99; 307-15  

March 3 Cicero: De Oratore 316-39 Essay Proposal Due 

March 5 Cicero: De Oratore 340-64  

March 10 Cicero: Pro Milone 364-74  

March 12 Midterm Test  Test #2 

March 17 Horace 376-90  

March 19 Quintillian 392-414  

March 24 Libanius 419-36  

March 26 Augustine 449-72  

March 31 Augustine 472-93  

April 2 Conclusion  Essay Due 
 
Late Work 
Late essays will be penalized at a rate of 3% per day, including weekends. To avoid penalties, prepare your 
work well in advance. If you have legitimate (often medical) documentation to provide the instructor, you will 
be exempt from the late penalty, and a new deadline will be set for you if it is a medical emergency. 
Otherwise, you must notify the instructor in advance; no extensions will be granted after the deadline. 
 
Electronic Device Policy 
Your attention and involvement in class discussions and lectures is crucial to your success in the course. 
Should you require a device (e.g. a laptop) to take notes during lectures, you may do so; however, if you are 
distracting students around you, the instructor will ask you to use an alternative note-taking method. Students 
should keep all other electronic devices in bags or pockets for the duration of the class. Students found using 
these will be asked to put them away or to leave the class if they are caught using them. 
 
Attendance Policy 
As noted above, your participation in class discussions will be essential to the development of your own ideas 
and those of your peers. This can only be accomplished if you are on time to and present at all classes and 
contribute to the discussions in a significant way. 
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Institutional-required statements for undergraduate course outlines approved by Senate 
Undergraduate Council, April 14, 2009  
 
Cross-listed course 
 
Please note that a cross-listed course will count in all respective averages no matter under which 
rubric it has been taken. For example, a PHIL/PSCI cross-list will count in a Philosophy major 
average, even if the course was taken under the Political Science rubric.  
 
Academic Integrity  
 
Academic Integrity: In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of the 
University of Waterloo are expected to promote honesty, trust, fairness, respect and responsibility.  
 
Discipline: A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity, to avoid committing 
academic offences, and to take responsibility for his/her actions. A student who is unsure whether 
an action constitutes an offence, or who needs help in learning how to avoid offences (e.g., 
plagiarism, cheating) or about “rules” for group work/collaboration should seek guidance from the 
course professor, academic advisor, or the Undergraduate Associate Dean. When misconduct has 
been found to have occurred, disciplinary penalties will be imposed under Policy 71 – Student 
Discipline. For information on categories of offenses and types of penalties, students should refer to 
Policy 71 - Student Discipline (https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-
procedures-guidelines/policy-71).  
 
Grievance: A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of his/her university life 
has been unfair or unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a grievance. Read Policy 70 - 
Student Petitions and Grievances, Section 4 (https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-
counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-70).  
 
Appeals: A student may appeal the finding and/or penalty in a decision made under Policy 70 - 
Student Petitions and Grievances (other than regarding a petition) or Policy 71 - Student Discipline 
if a ground for an appeal can be established. Read Policy 72 - Student Appeals 
(https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-72).  
 
Other sources of information for students  
Arts: Academic integrity (https://uwaterloo.ca/arts/current-undergraduates/student-
support/ethical-behaviour ) 
uWaterloo: Academic Integrity Office (https://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/) 
 
Accommodation for Students with Disabilities 
 
Note for students with disabilities: The AccessAbility Services office 
(https://uwaterloo.ca/disability-services/),  located in Needles Hall Room 1132, collaborates with 
all academic departments to arrange appropriate accommodations for students with disabilities 
without compromising the academic integrity of the curriculum. If you require academic 
accommodations to lessen the impact of your disability, please register with the AS office at the 
beginning of each academic term. 

https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-71
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-70
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-70
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-72
https://uwaterloo.ca/arts/ethical-behavior
https://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/
https://uwaterloo.ca/disability-services/

