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ENG309B: Rhetoric, Principles & Practice 2 
 
The University of Waterloo, Winter 2012 
M/W 2:30 – 3:50 p.m., AL 124 
Dr. Emily Simmons 
Contact: emily.simmons@uwaterloo.ca 
Office Hours: T 3-4; W 1-2; HH249 
 
“A study of rhetorical theories and practices from late Antiquity, Medieval, Renaissance, and the 
Enlightenment periods, with an emphasis on how those theories and practices reflect changing 
attitudes towards language, society, and the self” (undergraduate calendar). 

 
This course will develop an understanding of some of the major trends in and theorists of rhetoric 
from the late medieval period to the end of the eighteenth century by reading selected primary texts. 
Over the course of the semester we will examine the ways in which rhetoric – a core subject of the 
European university curriculum during this period – both revivifies and struggles against the classical 
models integral to the tradition. Particular attention will be given to rhetoric as both creating and 
reflecting social standards, and to the frequently shifting and contested boundary between rhetoric 
and knowledge. ENG309A is not a prerequisite for this course, but some understanding of the 
rhetoric of the classical period will be helpful.   

 
 

Required Texts 

Bizzell & Herzberg, eds. The Rhetorical Tradition. 
 
 
 
Evaluation 

 

Attendance & Participation  (10%) 

Reading Reports   (20%) 

Mid-term: Feb 15    (20%) 

Essay: April 2   (20%)  

Exam     (30%) 
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Week    Reading / Due   
 
1: J 4    Intro, classical rhetoric 
   
2: J 9, 11   Augustine 
   
3: J 16, 18   Anonymous of Bologna  
    Robert of Basevorn & Rupert of Deutz  
  
4: J 23, 25   Christine de Pisan; Desiderius Erasmus 
       
5: J 30, F 1   Castiglione; Peter Ramus 
   
6: F 6, 8   Francis Bacon 
   
7: F 13, 15   Margaret Fell; Midterm 
   
8: F 27, 29   John Locke 
    
9: M 5, 7   Thomas Sheridan; Gilbert Austin 
  
10: M 12, 14   George Campbell 
 
11: M 19, 21   Edmund Burke 
 
12: M 26, 28   David Hume; Hugh Blair 

13: A 2   Conclusions (Essay due) 

 

Evaluation 

The Participation (10%) grade will reflect your attendance, punctuality and how actively you 
participate in class, both by contributing to the class discussion and listening respectfully. Where 
absences are unavoidable, it is your responsibility to find out what was missed and collect the 
necessary notes and readings from your classmates (please keep in mind that additional literature 
may be handed out in class that you will be required to read for the next class). Adequate 
preparation for the class involves reading all assigned materials at least once and ideally twice carefully 
and thoroughly, making notes about these texts (underlining or marking key passages, reflecting on 
your responses to the text, and so on), and preparing potential questions or comments to discuss in 
class. The in-class test and final exams will cover material addressed in your readings and in lecture. 
You are responsible for all of this material. 
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The Reading Reports (20%) are due each Monday for the ten weeks of the course (the first, last, 
and midterm weeks are excluded). Each report should be a one-paragraph response to the reading 
that makes two or more observations about the text and asks at least one question. Reports should 
respond to and engage with the week’s reading, showing your familiarity with the material as well as 
its relationship to the larger trajectory of the course. Satisfactory reports will receive a grade of 2, 
and inadequate reports a grade of 1. Reports not submitted will receive a grade of 0. The reports are 
due each Monday at the beginning of class. Late or make-up reports will not be accepted.  

The Midterm (20%) will consist of short answer questions, passage analysis, and an essay. You will 
be responsible for material from lectures and discussions held in class as well as from the readings. 
More details will be given in class during the second week of February.  

The Essay (4-5 pages) (20%) will analyze a text through the lens of one of the theories or theorists 
we have studied this term. The subject of your analysis can be an excerpt from literary work, a song, 
a speech, an advertisement – anything with aesthetic and persuasive effect – and it can be from the 
era we are studying or the current era. You will need to append your text to the end of your analysis 
for my reference. Documentation must meet MLA standards. I recommend, but do not require, that 
you clear your topic with me at least two weeks in advance of the due date, and you will need to 
engage in external research. 

The Exam (30%) will be cumulative, and will cover for material from lectures and discussions held 
in class as well as from the readings. It will be scheduled during the University’s examination period.  

 

Course Policies 

Classroom etiquette: Good behaviours include active listening, asking relevant questions, 
contributing to discussion, taking notes, bringing textbooks to class and following along with textual 
analysis/close reading. Rude behaviours include coming to class late, leaving class early, sleeping, 
eating a meal, reading a newspaper or your calendar, reading a book from another class, working on 
homework or assignments from another class, text messaging, using a computer for something other 
than taking notes (NB—the face and hands of a person taking notes look very different than the 
face and hands of a person surfing the web), passing notes, talking or whispering. All of these 
contribute to an impression that you are not participating in the class; they are distracting to me and 
to your classmates. 

Late assignments:  The essay must be submitted at the beginning of class on the due date to be 
considered “on time.” Two percentage points will be lost for each day the paper is late. (The 
weekend does not count.) For example, the paper is due on a Thursday. If you turn it in on the 
following Monday, you will lose four points; on Tuesday, six points; and so on. The maximum 
penalty is -12 points; if a paper is more than six days late, it will receive a mark of zero. 

Submission of assignments: Written work should be submitted directly to the professor, if 
possible. Papers slipped into a mailbox or under the office door are likely to be stolen or lost and 
therefore it is in the students’ best interest that the professor not accept work submitted in any 
irregular manner. I will accept a date-stamped essay (from the English office). Electronic 
submissions will not be marked and must be accompanied by a hard copy during the next class.  
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Term test and final exam: Make up tests/exams will be given only in the event of health 
emergencies, deaths in one’s immediate family, or religious observances. Unfortunately, because a 
few individuals will lie about such serious matters in order to gain transient personal advantage, I 
must ask that all students provide documentary proof of any of the above reasons for missing tests 
or exams.  

Office for Persons with Disabilities: Students with a disability/health consideration are 
encouraged to contact the office for persons with disabilities, located in Needles Hall, Room 1132. 
The office collaborates with all academic departments to arrange appropriate accommodations for 
students with disabilities without compromising the academic integrity of the curriculum.  If you 
require academic accommodations to lessen the impact of your disability, please register with the 
OPD at the beginning of each academic term.  

Plagiarism: Plagiarism is the representation of words or ideas drawn from other sources as one’s 
own. Plagiarism covers not only material drawn from published articles and books but also essays 
(or other material) found on the Internet or essays written by others, including friends, family, and 
professional writing services. Plagiarism is a very serious academic offense and will be treated as 
such. Cases of plagiarism must be brought to the attention of administrative officers when they are 
detected and they can result in serious damage to a university career. Penalties range from a zero on 
the assignment (often assessed as a “double zero” thereby lowering previous course marks) through 
failure in the course to suspension from the university. See the academic integrity website: 
http://uwaterloo.ca/academicintegrity/    

Unless otherwise indicated, both the language and the ideas of all parts of your essay are assumed to 
originate with you. Secondary criticism must be documented in the form of proper MLA notation. 
(Listing an item in your bibliography is insufficient.)  Failure to properly document your sources is a 
breach of scholarly ethics and academic discipline – as well as poor scholarship – and will be treated 
as such. In all of your courses, whenever you submit an essay, you are required to retain all your 
notes and drafts until the essay is returned. If you are working on a computer, you should get in the 
habit of printing off drafts at various stages of composition. This way of working is useful to you in 
composing your essay, and these drafts should be retained until the corrected essay is returned to 
you by your professor. At any time the professor in any course may request that you submit all notes 
and drafts, and these may be used in ascertaining your final grade on the essay. As well, you 
must always retain a separate copy of the final version of all essays that you submit. Essays 
sometimes get lost – especially if they come in at odd hours or in odd places.  Warning: I reserve 
the right to issue an “oral defense” or a written examination (or both) without further warning, 
either at the time the essay is returned or shortly thereafter.  This defense may be considered as a 
part of the essay assignment, and a substantial portion of your grade may be based on that defense.  

 

 
 

http://uwaterloo.ca/academicintegrity/

