
Winter 2013 
English 309G 

Discourses of Dissent 
A Study of the social, historical, and rhetorical dimensions of collective action 

 
Instructor: Dr. Nadine Gingrich 
Office: HH 369, X  
Office Hours: T 12-2. Th 12-1 
e-mail: nmgingri@uwaterloo.ca 
 
Texts 
Stephen Duncombe, ed. Cultural Resistance Reader 
Course Reader for 309G 
 
Assignments 

 Case study of a resistance  25% (individual) Due: February 12 

 Response to an article  10% (individual) Due: after your presentation 

 Group Project    40%    Last two weeks of classes 

 Exam      25% (individual) Scheduled by Registrar 
 
Assignments Descriptions 
 
Case study 
You  will choose a resistance movement and, in four or five pages, trace  its background and context, 
its main actors and events, its raison d'être and its success or lack of it. You will need to discuss the 
rhetorical  strategies it used. Please use MLA style and make sure you cite any sources you use. 
 
Response to an Article 
You will write a short (about two  pages) response to an academic article that I will give you. I will post 
more information on this assignment and what you need to include in your response on Waterloo 
LEARN. 
 
Group Project 
DIY Resistance 
Group projects are not always very popular. However, in studying dissent, social movements, and 
collective action, it only makes sense to engage in a collective endeavour of your own. Starting from 
your own concerns as students and citizens, you will write, design and enact some of the key texts 
associated with a social movement, cause, or cultural intervention. 
 
Groups: You may form your own groups of  four or five; I will need to know your group's members by 
January 31st; we will discuss the project in detail in a class prior to that one. 
 
Documents:  Think of these as a kind of “press kit” to help build awareness of your cause. 

 A manifesto (a statement of principles with a call to action) 

 a logo or symbol 

 a poster or print ad 
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 a speech or a press release geared for a particular occasion, event or audience 

 any other material—a song, tv spot script, artwork, graffiti—that are appropriate to your 
specific cause. 

 
Event: In addition to these texts you will develop an “event.” What that event is will be up to you, but 
here are some ideas: 

 a performance piece 

 a film 

 Guerrilla theatre 

 a teach-in 
Although you might be tempted to model some act of civil disobedience, I want your simulated event 
to fall within the bounds of the law and non-coercive persuasion. In other words, I don't want you to 
create a mock event that in the real world would get you arrested or that does not allow the audience 
to reject your ideas.  
 
Topics: Social movements and cultural resistance spring from passionate beliefs. I can't tell you what 
to get excited, angry, or concerned enough about to sustain your interest in this project. It can be 
global or local in scope, but be as specific and as pointed as you can be; like so much else in our world, 
movements succeed through finding their niche. Your choice of topic is crucial, and here are three 
pieces of advice: keep it real (i.e. don't try to be funny, ironic, or “zany”); make it topical (i.e. 
appropriate for 2012, not 1968); and make it original (i.e. no “Save the Whales” or “Ban the bomb”). 
You will need to provide a brief description of your project focus by February 7th. 
 
Presentation: Each group will present its event in class before a live audience during the last two 
weeks of class. 
 
Exam 
Scheduled by the registrar. 
 
Attendance and Participation 
 
My assumption is that in enrolling in this course you obligate yourself to attend all the classes and to 
come to them prepared—i.e. you will have read the assigned texts and be ready to respond to and 
discuss them. Our class discussions will be an important part of  your learning, but will only be so if 
you have engaged thoughtfully with the material we are studying. Steven Pinker, a psychologist, has 
said, “[I]t is undeniable that people retain more when they are called upon to think about what they 
are learning than when they are asked to pluck fact after fact out of lectures and file them away in 
memory” (The Stuff of Thought 84).  Class discussions—both my comments and those of your peers—
will add significantly to your understanding of the material and enhance your learning experience. My 
obligation is to choose interesting and useful material and to make the classes worth attending. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Course Policies 
 
Assignments are due on the date specified; late assignments will be penalized by 5% per day unless 
you have arranged with me in advance for an extension.  There can be no extensions for group 
presentations. 

 

 Cross-listed course:  
Please note that a cross-listed course will count in all respective averages no matter under which 
rubric it has been taken. For example, a PHIL/PSCI cross-list will count in a Philosophy major 
average, even if the course was taken under the Political Science rubric. 

 Academic Integrity: 
Academic Integrity: In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of the 
University of Waterloo are expected to promote honesty, trust, fairness, respect and 
responsibility. 
Discipline: A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity, to avoid 
committing academic offences, and to take responsibility for his/her actions. A student who is 
unsure whether an action constitutes an offence, or who needs help in learning how to avoid 
offences (e.g., plagiarism, cheating) or about “rules” for group work/collaboration should seek 
guidance from the course professor, academic advisor, or the Undergraduate Associate Dean. 
When misconduct has been found to have occurred, disciplinary penalties will be imposed under 
Policy 71 – Student Discipline. For information on categories of offenses and types of penalties, 
students should refer to Policy 71 - Student Discipline, http://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-
procedures-guidelines/policy-71. 
Grievance: A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of his/her university life 
has been unfair or unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a grievance. Read Policy 70 - 
Student Petitions and Grievances, Section 4, http://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-
procedures-guidelines/policy-70. In addition, consult http://arts.uwaterloo.ca/student-
grievances-faculty-arts-processes for the Faculty of Arts’ grievance processes. 
Appeals: A student may appeal the finding and/or penalty in a decision made under Policy 70 - 
Student Petitions and Grievances (other than regarding a petition) or Policy 71 - Student 
Discipline if a ground for an appeal can be established. Read Policy 72 - Student Appeals, 
http://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-72. 
 Academic Integrity website (Arts): 
http://arts.uwaterloo.ca/arts/ugrad/academic_responsibility.html 
Academic Integrity Office (uWaterloo): http://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/   

 Accommodation for Students with Disabilities: 
Note for students with disabilities: The AccessAbility Services (AS) Office, located in Needles 
Hall, Room 1132, collaborates with all academic departments to arrange appropriate 
accommodations for students with disabilities without compromising the academic integrity of 
the curriculum.  If you require academic accommodations to lessen the impact of your disability, 
please register with the AS Office at the beginning of each academic term. 
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English 309G Schedule 

Date Topic Reading 

Jan 8 Introduction to course  

Jan 10 Basics: discourse, rhetoric, dissent  

Jan 15 “Languaging Strategies”  “Chapter 7” CR  

Jan 17 The Power of Language links to Stephen Lewis, Martin Luther King Jr.  and 
other  speeches on Waterloo LEARN 

Jan 22 Cultural Resistance CRR Hill 17-34 

Jan 24 The Politics of Culture CRR Williams, Marx& Engles, Arnold 

Jan 29 The Politics of Culture; discuss 
group project 

CRR Gramsci, Benjamin  

Jan 31 Propaganda “Why Study Propaganda?”; “The Rehabilitation of 
Propaganda” CR 

Feb 5 Group project brainstorming   

Feb 7 “A Politics that Doesn't Look Like 
Politics” 

CRR Bakhtin, Scott, Kelley (82-99); CRR Baudrillard, 
Bey (100-118) 

Feb 12 “Body Rhetoric” *case study due “The Abortion Caravan” link on Waterloo LEARN; 
“Harleys and Angels' Wings” CR 

Feb 14 “Subcultures and Primitive Rebels”   CRR Hobsbawm, Kelley (135-156); Hebdige (166-
174); Hall (185-192); “The Infrapolitics of Subordinate 
Groups” CR 

Feb 19, 
21 

Reading week  

Feb 26 Non-Violent Direct Action 
Movement 

CRR Epstein 333-346; Teach-in links on Waterloo 
LEARN 

Feb 28 “Dismantling the Master's House” CRR Gandhi 200-205; Levine 215-239; “Language: 
Teaching New Worlds/NewWords”; “Choosing the 
Margin” CR; “Malcolm X's Apocalyptic Rhetoric” CR 

March 5 Dissent and Everyday Life CRR Frank 316-327; Grote 358-368; “Populist Poetry” 
CR; “Against Decorous Civility” CR 

March 7  “Commodities, Co-optation, and 
Culture Jamming” 

CRR Adorno, Hoggart, (275-312); Hoffman and Rubin 
(327-332) ; “Culture Jamming” CR 

March 12 Twenty-first  Century Dissent CRR Boyd 369-78; “The Rhetoric of Apostasy” CR 

March 14 Indymedia, Social Media, the 
Internet as the New “Places” of 
Dissent 

Laura A. Stengrim (2005): “Negotiating Postmodern 
Democracy, Political Activism, and Knowledge Production: 
Indymedia's Grassroots and e-Savvy Answer to Media 
Oligopoly,” Communication and Critical/Cultural Studies, 
2:4, 281-304 

March 19 Globalization CRR Jordan (347-357); Dominguez (379-396);  



March 21 Globalization “The Case of Shell vs the Ogoni” CR; “Politics of 
Dissent in an Era of Globalizing Finance” CR 

March 
26, 28 

Presentations  

April 2, 4 Presentations  

 


