
ENGL310A Chaucer I 

The Dream Visions and Troilus and Criseyde 

Fall Term 2012 Tue/Thur 1:00-2:20 ML 354 

Prof. Sarah Tolmie 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION: 

Office Hours Tue/Thur 2:30-3:30 

Hagey Hall 266 

University extension 36795 

stolmie@uwaterloo.ca. 

 

Course Description 

This course is an introduction to the poetic work of Geoffrey Chaucer, the fourteenth-

century poet often hailed as the father of the English literary tradition. All texts will be 

read in Middle English, and ongoing instruction in the language will be provided. The 

course will examine Chaucer’s earlier literary works, a series of dream vision poems 

based on French and Italian models, and his longest single work, the romance Troilus and 

Criseyde, a virtuoso performance in the most prestigious genre of his day. We will 

examine his professional life as a poet, and its attendant problems, largely those of 

generic entrapment, leading up to the great experiment of writing the Canterbury Tales.  

 

PLEASE NOTE: Middle English is almost a foreign language to modern readers. Regular 

attendance in class and work at home on translation during the first weeks of the course 

will be necessary to achieve comfortable reading proficiency. Without this initial 

investment, you will not be able to keep up with the scheduled readings. 

 

Course Objectives 

By the end of the course you should have achieved a comfortable reading knowledge of 

Chaucer’s Middle English, an overview of the many genres and styles of writing in which 

he participated, and gained a sense of his place in the vernacular literary canon. 

 

Required Textbooks  

Chaucer: The Dream Visions and Other Poems  

Troilus and Criseyde (Penguin, ed. B. Windeatt) 

 

Assignments 

Midterm (translation)   20% 

Oral presentation   10% 

Research essay   30%  

Exam     30% 

Participation    10% 

 

Midterm test 

This will consist of two passages of Middle English, approximately 10 lines each, to be 

translated into modern English prose paragraphs. It will take the full class time, and 

cannot be rescheduled unless a doctor’s note is provided. 
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Oral presentation 

These will be ten minutes in length, with time limits strictly enforced. They can be on any 

topic related to Chaucer, either on a subject pertinent to the day’s reading, or not. Ideas 

first presented here can be further developed into essay topics, if desired. They should 

involve secondary scholarship — a class handout with a bibliography is advisable, but 

not required — but can also be an independent close reading of a section of text. Content 

of the presentation should be primarily analytical. Missed presentations cannot be 

rescheduled without a doctor’s note and will be given a grade of zero. 

 

Research essay 

Essays must be 2500-3000 words, formatted throughout in MLA style, and include a 

bibliography of at least five items, only two of which can be from the internet. Topics 

must be developed by students individually in consultation with the instructor. One 

meeting in office hours or a conversation by e-mail is required as part of this 

process and students are responsible for scheduling this. At this meeting, the student 

must submit a paragraph-length essay proposal and a preliminary bibliography of three 

items. This proposal and bibliography is worth 5% of the course grade. Essays will be 

marked for grammar and formatting as well as intellectual content. Plagiarized essays 

will be given a grade of zero and may result in a grade of zero for the course. Late essays 

will be marked down 10% (one letter grade) and will not be accepted after seven days 

beyond the final deadline. Essays must be submitted in class or to the English department 

drop box the day before the due date for date-stamping. They will be returned in class. It 

is also possible for students to devise creative assignments in lieu of essays for this 

course. These must involve both a creative and a methodological component and require 

the same process of consultation with the instructor, and a detailed written proposal. 

 

Exam 

This will be during the scheduled examination period. It will involve all of the material 

on the course, and will be in essay format. There will be no translation on the exam. 

 

Participation 

Regular attendance in class, competence in in-class reading and translating, and 

considered responses to the text are critical to success in the course. 

 

Academic Offenses and Grievance 

Academic Integrity: In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of the 

University of Waterloo community are expected to promote honesty, trust, fairness, 

respect and responsibility. [Check www.uwaterloo.ca/academicintegrity/ for more 

information.]  Discipline: A student is expected to know what constitutes academic 

integrity [check www.uwaterloo.ca/academicintegrity/] to avoid committing an academic 

offence, and to take responsibility for his/her actions. A student who is unsure whether an 

action constitutes an offence, or who needs help in learning how to avoid offences (e.g., 

plagiarism, cheating) or about “rules” for group work/collaboration should seek guidance 

from the course instructor, academic advisor, or the undergraduate Associate Dean. For 

information on categories of offences and types of penalties, students should refer to 



Policy 71, Student Discipline, www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy71.htm. For 

typical penalties check Guidelines for the Assessment of Penalties, 

www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/guidelines/penaltyguidelines.htm. Appeals: A decision 

made or penalty imposed under Policy 70 (Student Petitions and Grievances) (other  

than a petition) or Policy 71 (Student Discipline) may be appealed if there is a ground. A 

student who believes he/she has a ground for an appeal should refer to Policy 72 (Student 

Appeals)  www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy72.htm.   

 

Grievance: A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of his/her 

university life has been unfair or unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a 

grievance. Read Policy 70, Student Petitions and Grievances, Section 4, 

www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy70.htm.  When in doubt please be certain 

to contact the department’s administrative assistant who will provide further  

assistance. 

 

Students Registered with the Disabilities Office 

Please inform me if you are registered with the office and have specific requirements, or 

will be taking tests and exams under their supervision. 

 

Schedule of classes and topics 

 

Week 1 Tue Sept 11 Introduction to Chaucer; introduction to Middle English 

Thur Sept 13 Reading Practice: Complaint of Chaucer to His Purse, 

Adam Scriveyn 

 

 

Week 2 Tue Sept 18 The Book of the Duchess 

  Thur Sept 20 The Book of the Duchess 

   

 

Week 3 Tue Sept 25 The Book of the Duchess 

  Thur Sept 27 The House of Fame 

   

 

Week 4 Tue Oct 2 The House of Fame 

  Thur Oct 4  The House of Fame 

   

Week 5 Tue Oct 9 The House of Fame 

Thur Oct 11 MIDTERM TEST 

 

Week 6 Tue Oct 16 The House of Fame 

  Thur Oct 18 The House of Fame 

   

Week 7  Tue Oct 23 Troilus and Criseyde Book 1  

  Thur Oct 25 Troilus and Criseyde Book I 

   



 

Week 8 Tue Oct 30 Troilus Book 2 

  Thur Nov 1 Troilus Book 2 

   

Week 9 Tue Nov 6 Troilus Book 3  

  Thur Nov 8 Troilus Book 3 

   

 

Week 10  Tue Nov 13 Troilus Book 4 

Thur Nov 15 Troilus Book 4 ***DUE DATE FOR ESSAYS*** 

 

  

Week 11 Tue Nov 20 Troilus Book 5 

  Thur Nov 22 Troilus Book 5 

   

Week 12 Tue Nov 27 Troilus, the whole text 

Thur Nov 29 Overview: Chaucer’s career  

 

   

 

 

 

 
 


