
University of Waterloo 

Department of English 

English 313 – Winter 2013 

Early Canadian Literature 

11:30am – 12:50pm TTh, HH 227 
Course Outline 

 

Instructor: Diana Lobb 

Office:  SJU 1026 

Email:  df2lobb@uwaterloo.ca  

Office Hours: TTh 2:30pm – 3:20pm or by appointment 

 

Course Description: 
Catalogue:  This course examines a selection of pre-1920 Canadian texts concerning first contact,  

  imperialism, colonization, incipient nationhood, and early multi-racial immigration that  

  participate in the ongoing invention of Canada. 

 Section: In this section we will read Early Canadian Literature from the critical perspective  

  suggested by Daniel Coleman in his text White Civility: The Literary Project of English  

  Canada: "that what has come to be known as English Canada is and has been [ . . . ] a  

  project of literary, among other forms of cultural, endeavour and that the central   

  organizing problematic of this endeavour has been the formulation and elaboration of a  

  specific form of whiteness based on a British model of civility" (5). 

 

Texts:  Engl 313 Course Readings 

  Cynthia Sugars and Laura Moss, Canadian Literature in English, Vol. 1 

  Frances Brook, The History of Emily Montague 

  Samuel Richardson, Wacousta 

  Stephen Leacock, Sunshine Sketches of a Little Town 

 

 

Date Readings Notes 

January 8th Introduction/Orientation  

January 10th Daniel Coleman "White Civility: The Literary Project 

of English Canada," Carl Berger "Introduction," Eva 

Mackey "Introduction: Unsettling differences: origins, 

methods, frameworks." 

 

January 15th Narratives of Encounter: Who/What Where is Here?  

January 17th Cartier, The Jesuit Relations, and Samuel Hearne  

January 22nd Frances Brook The History of Emily Montague  

January 24th Frances Brook The History of Emily Montague Preliminary Topic 

Proposal 

January 29th Narrative of Emigration, Settlement, and Invasion  

January 31st Susanna Moodie (and Susanna Strickland)  

February 5th Susanna Moodie (and Susanna Strickland)   

February 7th "Who Do We Think We Are?"  

February 12th Richardson, Wacousta  

February 14th Richardson Wacousta Critical Annotated 
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February 19th Reading Week  

February 21st Reading Week  

February 28th Post-Confederation Period: A New Nationality, Berger, 

"Canada First" 

 

March 4th Mair Techumseh  

March 7th Curzon, Laura Secord, The Heroine of the War of 1812 Revised Topic 

Proposal 

March 12th Leacock, Sunshine Sketches of a Little Town  

March 14th Oliver Goldsmith "The Rising Village," Isabella 

Valancy Crawford "Malcom's Katie" 

Revised Topic 

Proposal feedback 

must be posted by 

this date. 

March 19th G. D. Roberts  

March 21st Carmen Bliss  

March 26th Archibald Lampman  

March 28th Duncan Campbell Scott Distribution of draft 

April 2nd Turn of the Century, Sifton, Leacock, and Service  

April 4th Peer Editing Workshop  
 

 

Assignments: 

10% Attendance and Participation: 

 You are expected to be in class and on time.  The grade is equally weighted between attendance 

 and participation.  You should be prepared for class fully and thoughtfully, and participate in an 

 active and engaged way during class.  Active participation in this class requires participation in 

 on-going classroom discussion and group work and being respectful of others’ contributions to 

 the ongoing intellectual inquiry taking place during the class.  Remember, it is difficult to 

 participate if you do not regularly attend class. 

 

10% Reading Journals:  

 Journal responses are due at the beginning of each week. Respond to the readings from the 

 previous week discussing your impressions of the readings and how they fit  (or do not fit) into 

 your ideas about Canadian literature. Keep the entry short (generally no longer than a page, 

 handwritten). Try to engage the material analytically but also be sensitive to and honest about 

 your impressions. The journal entries provide you with an opportunity to engage with the 

 material of the course within the context of your own experiences.  Have fun with them. 

 

 Journal entries will be marked on a modified pass/fail basis (ie A/B/fail).  Your best ten will be 

 recorded. 

 

The remainder of the assignments in this course will contribute to the development of the final  term 

paper.  The objective  of the individual assignments is to help you with developing your  own research 

questions, developing your researching skills, and your critical reading and writing skills with the goal of 

producing an extended analysis of an individual work. 

 

5% Preliminary Topic Proposal:  

 Due Jan 24th 

 (1-2 pages) 



 Select one of the creative texts on the course syllabus that you are interested in exploring  further.  

 In a 1 – 2 page formal essay, outline what it is about this particular text that interests you and 

 that you wish to investigate further.  Try to be as specific as possible and try to narrow down the 

 area of your interest to a single manageable area of interest.  Remember to be persuasive – 

 convince me that you can write an extended paper on this topic.  Secondary research is not 

 required but is certainly permissible. 

 

15% Critical Annotated Bibliography:  

 Due Feb 14th 

 (minimum 5 items, maximum 15 items) 

 A critical annotated bibliography provides a brief (1-2 paragraph) evaluation of each of the 

 secondary sources listed in the bibliography.  Each annotation should provide a brief summary 

 of the secondary source material and some assessment of its value or significance to the essay 

 topic you have proposed. 

 

15 % Revised Topic Proposal: 

 Due March 7th 

 (2-3 pages plus "Works Cited") 

 After your research, you should have a more concrete idea of how you wish to proceed with 

 your investigation of the text you have selected. Revise your topic proposal to both articulate 

 your topic and to demonstrate how you will use secondary sources to support/develop your 

 argument.  In addition to submitting your proposal to the discussion forum on the course's Learn 

 site, you will be required to review and provide feedback on your peers' proposals – all feedback 

 responses must be posted by March 14th. 

 

15% Peer Editing: 

 April 4th 

 Students will be assigned workshop groups prior to the April 4th class and will be expected to 

 distribute draft copies of their major essay to the members of their assigned group and to me no 

 later than March 28th.  Peer editing forums will be set up on the course's Learn site to facilitate 

 the exchange of drafts and comments.  In preparation for the workshop, each student will read  

 and make written comments on the drafts that s/he has received.  These edited drafts will be 

 brought to the workshop for group discussion. Your participation grade will be based on the 

 workshop process – distributing  the rough draft in a timely manner, having a substantial and 

 complete draft to work with, carefully responding to other students’ drafts, and participating in 

 the workshop process.  

 

 N. B. One week following the workshop, you will be required to submit a 1-2 page assessment of 

 how useful (or not useful) you found the written and verbal responses to your draft to be. 

 

30% Final Paper: 

 Due April 18th 

 (12-15 pages plus "Works Cited") 

 

Correspondence: 
Students using email to contact me must include their first and last names, student number, and course in 

which they are enrolled in the email subject line. Email is an efficient method to contact me to arrange for 

appointments or to ask simple questions (i.e. questions that require a yes or no answer).  Most questions 

arising from this class, however, will require face-to-face discussion and should be dealt with in class or 

during my office hours. If you are unable to attend my scheduled office hours please contact me to 



arrange an alternate meeting time. Essays and assignments submitted by email, or as email attachments, 

will not be accepted. 

 

Late Essays:   

Essays are submitted electronically to Turnitin via the Learn website for the course.  All late assignments 

will be penalized 3% per day, including weekends (i.e. Saturday and Sunday = 6%).  Please note that 

essays will not be accepted via e-mail. 

 

Extensions:   

Except in extraordinary circumstances, all extensions must be requested by the Friday of the week prior to 

the essay’s due date.  I reserve the right to request appropriate documentation to support the request for 

extension (e.g. doctor’s note). 

 

Final Examination Policy 
For Winter 2013, the established examination period is April 11-25, 2013. The schedule will be available 

in February. Students should be aware that student travel plans are not acceptable grounds for granting an 

alternative final examination time (see: http://www.registrar.uwaterloo.ca/exams/finalexams.html). 

 

Accommodation for Illness or Unforeseen Circumstances: 

The instructor follows the practices of the University of Waterloo in accommodating students who have 

documented reasons for missing quizzes or exams. See 

http://www.registrar.uwaterloo.ca/students/accom_illness.html  

 

Academic Integrity: 

Academic Integrity:  

 In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of the University of Waterloo are 

 expected to promote honesty, trust, fairness, respect and responsibility. 

Discipline:  
 A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity, to avoid committing academic 

 offences, and to take responsibility for his/her actions. A student who is unsure whether an action 

 constitutes an offence, or who needs help in learning how to avoid offences (e.g., plagiarism, 

 cheating) or about “rules” for group work/collaboration should seek guidance from the course 

 professor, academic advisor, or the Undergraduate Associate Dean. When misconduct has been 

 found to have occurred, disciplinary penalties will be imposed under Policy 71 – Student 

 Discipline. For information on categories of offenses and types of penalties, students should refer 

 to Policy 71 - Student Discipline, http://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-

 guidelines/policy-71. 

Grievance:  

 A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of his/her university life has been 

 unfair or unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a grievance. Read Policy 70 - Student 

 Petitions and Grievances, Section 4, http://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-

 guidelines/policy-70. In addition, consult http://arts.uwaterloo.ca/student-grievances-faculty-arts-

 processes for the Faculty of Arts’ grievance processes. 

Appeals:  

 A student may appeal the finding and/or penalty in a decision made under Policy 70 - Student 

 Petitions and Grievances (other than regarding a petition) or Policy 71 - Student Discipline if a 

 ground for an appeal can be established. Read Policy 72 - Student Appeals, 

 http://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-72. 

  

Academic Integrity website (Arts): http://arts.uwaterloo.ca/arts/ugrad/academic_responsibility.html 

Academic Integrity Office (uWaterloo): http://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/   
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Accommodation for Students with Disabilities: 

Note for students with disabilities:  
 The AccessAbility Services (AS) Office, located in Needles Hall, Room 1132, collaborates with 

 all academic departments to arrange appropriate accommodations for students with disabilities 

 without compromising the academic integrity of the curriculum.  If you require academic 

 accommodations to lessen the impact of your disability, please register with the AS Office at the 

 beginning of each academic term. 

 

Turnitin.com:  

 Plagiarism detection software (Turnitin) will be used to screen assignments in this course. This is 

 being done to verify that use of all material and sources in assignments are documented. In the 

 first week of the term, details will be provided about the arrangements for the use of Turnitin in 

 this course.  

 Note: students must be given a reasonable option if they do not want to have their assignment 

 screened by Turnitin. See: http://uwaterloo.ca/academicintegrity/Turnitin/index.html for more 

 information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


