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University of Waterloo, Spring 2011 

Department of English Language and Literature 

ENGL 315 Modern Canadian Literature 

 

Class meetings: Tuesdays and Thursdays 10-11:20am, HH 138 

Instructor: Susie DeCoste  

Instructor office hours: PAS 1062 Tuesdays 8:30-9:30am, and by appointment 

Contact: susiedecoste@gmail.com 

 

Calendar description: This course focuses on the varied ways in which 20th-century writers of 

poetry and prose participate in the shaping of Canadian literary culture, with emphasis on the 

literature of the middle decades. 

 

About this section: Modernism is a world movement, whose artists and works sought to move 

away from traditional tropes, conventions, aesthetics, or concerns toward new methods of 

expression. In this course we will read texts published in the late 19th century through to the late 

20th century, focusing on the Canadian modern period: the years of 1920-70. We will consider 

the many ways Canadian writers engaged with ideas of the modern in an atmosphere of budding 

nationalism. The modern period saw the formation of many national social and arts-related 

organizations such as the National Film Board, the Canada Council for the Arts, and the 

Canadian Broadcasting Corporation, to name a few examples. Our central aim, then, is to explore 

ways that writers balance a burgeoning sense of Canadian nationalism with quests for literary 

innovation.  

 

Course learning objectives:   

Through assignments, lectures, discussion, and reflection, students of this course can expect to: 

 be introduced to a variety of Canadian poetry and prose  

 be introduced to literary modernism  

 develop a topic of interest to them from idea to research to essay  

 approach academic writing as a process rather than a product 

 learn to balance primary and secondary materials 

 practice distinguishing their own ideas from other critics’ ideas 

 build essay-writing and critical-thinking skills 

 practice interpreting challenging and evocative texts 

 have many opportunities to express ideas in written form and in class discussion  

 

Required texts (available in the UW bookstore): 

Tay John Howard O’Hagan (1939) 

By Grand Central Station I Sat Down and Wept Elizabeth Smart (1945) 

As for Me and My House Sinclair Ross (1941) 

An Anthology of Canadian Literature in English 3rd edition (Oxford, 2010) 

***Other editions of the novels are acceptable, but students may find it difficult to follow along 

if their texts have different page numbers for the passages referred to in class. Other editions of 

the anthology may not include selections for this course. 

NOTE: recommended readings will be deposited on UW-ACE  
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Evaluation and Marking: 

1. Essay Proposal and Annotated Bibliography 20% (due May 26)  

2. Short Essay 5-6 pages 30% (due June 23)  

3. Long Essay 10-12 pages 40% (due July 21) 

4. Participation—10%  

 

Brief assignment descriptions: All of the assignments are closely related to one another; in a 

sense, you are really conducting one term-long project with a series of defined steps. Please do 

not hesitate to consult with me throughout your research and writing process. And please check 

UW-ACE regularly for a variety of critical resources, writing resources, and a discussion board. 

More detailed assignment guidelines are also posted on UW-ACE. 

Here is how I suggest you proceed: as soon as possible, choose a topic based on one of the 

course themes listed in the schedule (example: (Empty) Landscape); choose the one that interests 

you the most, or the one that evokes your curiosity. Then, begin to conduct research on that topic 

as it relates to modern Canadian literature. Over the first month of the course, read as much as 

you can about your chosen topic, and read the texts in the corresponding section. Keep up with 

the course reading schedule, attend classes, and make note of connections you find between texts 

as they relate to your topic. On MAY 26, you will hand in an annotated bibliography with at 

least 10 entries (with 50-100 word annotations) and a 1-2 page proposal for your short paper. 

The paper must refer to at least 3 primary works by at least 3 different authors listed on the 

course, and must make some use of secondary critical material. You may use secondary material 

posted on UW-ACE for the bibliography and papers. The bibliography should include secondary, 

critical works only, no primary material from the course reading list. In the proposal, indicate a 

proposed thesis, explain the main ideas that will structure the paper’s argument, and offer a sense 

of how the paper will use secondary materials.  

 

In the final section of the course, students will consider instructor feedback and build on the 

research and argument of the short paper to produce a more sophisticated and in-depth final term 

paper, due July 21. This final paper must refer to at least 5 works by 5 authors listed on the 

course.  Please include a self-addressed stamped envelope if you want feedback on your final 

paper.  

 

Participation marks will be given based on the completion of thoughtful and engaged in-class 

activities, informed discussion and questions, and evidence of advanced reading and forethought. 

A complete rubric is posted on UW-ACE. You must be present to earn participation marks; if 

you are absent, you cannot make up participation marks. 

 

ASSIGNMENT FORMAT and GUIDELINES: Please place your assignments in a folder to 

which you will add the consecutive assignments. By the end of the course, you will be handing 

in the same folder with a graded bibliography and proposal, graded first essay, and final paper.  

Assignments must be typed, printed, double-spaced, and presented in Times New Roman 12pt 

font. Use standard MLA format for all assignments. Refer to links posted on UW-ACE for help 

in this area. All assignments must be handed in at the beginning of class on the day they are due. 

No extensions will be granted. Emailed assignments are not acceptable. Students must complete 

all assignments in order to pass the course. 
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Course Schedule  

Week 1 

May 3-5 

Introduction Earle Birney ―Can.lit‖ 447 

 

F. R. Scott ―The Canadian 

Authors Meet‖ 407  

 

Margaret Atwood 

―Progressive Insanities of a 

Pioneer‖ 815 

 

Atwood from The Journals of 

Susanna Moodie 818-822 

Week 2 

May 10-12 

 

 

 

(Empty) Landscape Group of Seven and Emily 

Carr images (UW-ACE) 

 

E.J. Pratt ―Newfoundland‖ 

344 

 

A.J.M. Smith ―Sea Cliff‖ 429 

 

Smith ―The Lonely Land‖ 427 

 

Susanna Moodie from 

Roughing it in the Bush: 

―Introduction to the Third 

Edition‖ 110, ―A Visit to 

Grosse Isle‖ 112 

 

Gwendolyn MacEwan ―Dark 

Pines Under Water‖ 900 

Week 3 

May 17-19 

 

 

Who is here? E. Pauline Johnson ―A Cry 

from An Indian Wife‖ 228 

Johnson ―The Lost Island‖ 

233 

 

Duncan Campbell Scott ―The 

Onondaga Madonna‖ 253 

 

Scott ―The Forsaken‖ 255 

 

Al Purdy ―Lament for the 

Dorsets‖ 574 

Weeks 4-5 

May 24-June 2 

 

 

 Howard O’Hagan Tay John 

 

F.R. Scott ―All Spikes But the 

Last‖ 413 
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Week 6 

June 7-9 

 

 

NOTE: There will be no class 

Thursday, June 9th. 

Editors and Innovators A.J.M. Smith ―On Reading an 

Anthology of Popular Poetry‖ 

431, and ―The Wisdom of Old 

Jelly Roll‖ 432 

 

James Reaney ―The School 

Globe‖ 622, ―The Alphabet‖ 

624, ―Starling with a Split 

Tongue‖ 626, Editorial to 

Alphabet (UW-ACE) 

Week 7-8 

June 14-23 

 

 

Modernist Regionalisms Sinclair Ross As for Me and 

My House 

 

Lornia Crozier ―from A Saving 

Grace: The Collected Poems 

of Mrs. Bentley‖ 1018-1020 

Week 9 

June 28-30 

 

 

Travelers P.K. Page ―Photos of a Salt 

Mine‖ 519, ―Cry Ararat!‖ 521, 

―Arras‖ 525,‖ ―Poor Bird‖ 527 

 

Elizabeth Bishop ―Cape 

Breton,‖ ―At the Fishhouses,‖ 

―The Moose,‖ ―The 

Sandpiper‖ (UW-ACE) 

Week 10-11 

July 5-14 

 

 

Modernist Feminisms Elizabeth Smart By Grand 

Central Station I Sat Down 

and Wept 

Week 12 

July 19-21 

 

 

FINAL PAPER DUE 

THURSDAY July 21 

Course wrap-up Robert Kroetsch ―Seed 

Catalogue‖ 649-665 

 

Class guidelines and expectations: Students should come to class prepared, having read all 

course material assigned for each week in advance. I suggest taking notes during your reading, 

so that you will be better able to participate in class discussions and activities. I fully expect (and 

therefore highly encourage) you to talk to me if you have any questions or concerns about course 

material, assignments, or any other relevant issues as soon as possible.   

Email: I usually check email every week day, but please expect a 48 hour turnaround time for 

any email responses to messages or inquiries. Feel free to email me about any aspect of the 

course, but if your question requires some detail, please visit my office hours to talk to me in 

person. 
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UNIVERSITY POLICIES: 

Academic Integrity: In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of the 

University of Waterloo are expected to promote honesty, trust, fairness, respect and 

responsibility.  

 

Plagiarism: It is vital for students to understand that plagiarism can occur inadvertently, but that 

it still constitutes an academic offence, whether intentional or not. It is therefore extremely 

important for students to understand how to carry out research and provide citations in an 

appropriate manner. 

It is also very important to understand that plagiarism is not an offence limited to the world of 

academia. Theft of intellectual property and violation of copyright are offences in the "real 

world" too, offences that can and do result in lawsuits. 

Discipline: A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity, to avoid 

committing academic offences, and to take responsibility for his/her actions. A student who is 

unsure whether an action constitutes an offence, or who needs help in learning how to avoid 

offences (e.g., plagiarism, cheating) or about ―rules‖ for group work/collaboration should seek 

guidance from the course professor, academic advisor, or the Undergraduate Associate Dean. 

When misconduct has been found to have occurred, disciplinary penalties will be imposed under 

Policy 71 – Student Discipline. For information on categories of offenses and types of penalties, 

students should refer to Policy 71 - Student Discipline, 

http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy71.htm  

 

Grievance: A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of his/her university 

life has been unfair or unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a grievance. Read Policy 70 

- Student Petitions and Grievances, Section 4, 

http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy70.htm  

 

Appeals: A student may appeal the finding and/or penalty in a decision made under Policy 70 - 

Student Petitions and Grievances (other than regarding a petition) or Policy 71 - Student 

Discipline if a ground for an appeal can be established. Read Policy 72 - Student Appeals, 

http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy72.htm  

 

Academic Integrity website (Arts): 

http://arts.uwaterloo.ca/arts/ugrad/academic_responsibility.html  

 

Academic Integrity Office (University): http://uwaterloo.ca/academicintegrity/  

 

Accommodation for Students with Disabilities:  

 

Note for students with disabilities: The Office for Persons with Disabilities (OPD), located in 

Needles Hall, Room 1132, collaborates with all academic departments to arrange appropriate 

accommodations for students with disabilities without compromising the academic integrity of 

the curriculum. If you require academic accommodations to lessen the impact of your disability, 

please register with the OPD at the beginning of each academic term. 


