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University of Waterloo 

Department of English Language & Literature 

ENGL 318 

Contemporary Canadian Literature 

Fall 2014 

Mondays and Wednesdays 2:30 – 3:50, HH 2107 

 

Instructor Information 

Instructor: Dr. Linda Warley 

Office: PAS 2427 

Office Phone: 519 888 4567 ext. 35379 

Office Hours: Wednesdays 12:00 – 2:00 

Email: lwarley@uwaterloo.ca 

 

Email policy: I do not answer emails outside of business hours (Monday to Friday from 8:30 – 4:30). And, most of 

the time, if your email concerns a question you have about the course or your work on assignments I will answer 

by suggesting a time when you can come and talk to me in person. Please do not email me with a question until 

you have read the syllabus to see if the answer is there. 

 

Course Description 

Literature is one of many powerful discourses that shape how we think about ourselves and our world. In this 

course we will analyze how specific works of Canadian literature engage with discourses that shape aspects of 

contemporary Canadian culture. This is NOT a course about “Canadian identity.” It is a course about how ideas 

about “identity” are formed, reformed, dismantled, critiqued, stablilized, destabilized, argued about, remembered, 

forgotten . . . in language. Be prepared to read eight book-length works of fiction very carefully and closely, and be 

prepared to think about how these texts do some or all of the above. Books entertain and teach. What are they 

teaching us and how? How do you respond to those messages? How does literature do certain kinds of social, 

political and cultural work? What (if anything) is Canadian about all of this? 

 

Course Goals 

Upon completion of this course, students should be able to: 

 Think critically about Canadian literature and how literature functions as a cultural discourse 

 Contextualize works of literature in relation to specific historical and political contexts 

 Analyze literary language, form, and structure 

 Do scholarly research in Canadian literary studies 

 Communicate in written, oral, and visual media 

 

Required Texts (to be read in this order) 

Joseph Boyden The Orenda 

Eden Robinson Monkey Beach 

Patrick de Witt The Sisters Brothers 

David Chariandy Soucouyant 

Lisa Moore February 

David Bezmosgis Natasha and Other Stories 

Anita Rau Badami Can You Hear the Nightbird Call? 

Dionne Brand What We All Long For 
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Course Assignments 

Assignment Date of Evaluation  Weighting 

Discussion posts 10 posts over 13 weeks 10% 

Group project and presentation  Sign up 30% 

Essay abstract and annotated bibliography October 15 10% 

Essay draft and peer review November 19 10% 

Final essay December 1 40% 

Total  100% 

 

Description of Assignments 

1. Discussion posts 

As a way of preparing for in-class discussion and debate you will write down your 

thoughts/impressions/questions/concerns and post them to the discussion board on Learn. Posts are due a 

minimum of 24 hours before class. Posts that appear two days before class will attract more comments from other 

members of the class—including me. You have three weeks off where you are not required to post anything. Each 

post is worth 1 mark for a total out of 10. All you have to do is do it, but your post must clearly demonstrate that 

you have read the book.  

 

2. Group project and presentation 

You will sign up for a group project based on one of the books we are reading in the course. The purpose of the 

project will be to teach the class about one important aspect of the book; often this will mean doing research into 

contextual matters that help enrich our understanding of the work. Seminar topics will be handed out during the 

first week of class. When you have completed your research you will present your findings to the class in the form 

of a PowerPoint or Prezzi multimedia presentation which incorporates visual, written, and oral content. Be 

creative. Communicate clearly. Own the room. Get us excited—or at least provoked. Ask us questions. Give us a 

task. Get us involved. Be dynamic. Group members will all get the same grade. It is marked as a percentage but 

weighted at 30%. 

 

3. Essay abstract and annotated bibliography 

You will design your own essay topic. Write an abstract of your topic as if you were pitching it as a writing project 

to an editor. I am your editor. Convince me that a) your topic is important; b) you know how you will approach it; 

c) you have a working hypothesis. The bibliography represents your preliminary research on the essay topic. The 

abstract must be at least one page long (double spaced). The bibliography must include a minimum of 5 well 

chosen secondary sources. Explain in one sentence why each secondary source is important to your essay. You will 

get a mark out of 5 for the abstract and 5 for the bibliography. 

 

4. Essay draft and peer review 

A draft of your essay (minimum 8 pages) will be read by another member of the class. Post your draft to the 

discussion board on Learn. The student who reads your draft will offer suggestions for revision and assign the draft 

a mark out of 10. Giving this kind of critique at an early stage will help you make the essay stronger. Please be 

courteous but rigorous in your critique of your peer’s draft. I will match up students once class numbers have 

stabilized.  

 

5. Final essay 

I will read and evaluate your final essays. They are graded as a percentage but are weighted at 40%. Final essays 

are to be a minimum of 10 pages and must include a complete works cited. You must format your essay according 
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to MLA style, paying attention to margins, fonts, how to handle block quotations, how to format the works cited, 

how to use and format notes. If you write with MS Word, please unformat the line between paragraphs default.  

 

Help with MLA style can be found here: https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/08/ 

 

Class Schedule 

You are expected to have read books to completion before we discuss them in class. 

 

Week Date Topic Readings Due 

1 Sept 8, 10 Introductions None 

2 Sept 15, 17 Colonialism Boyden 

3 Sept 22, 24 Indigeneity Robinson 

4 Sept 29, Oct 1 Westerns de Witt 

5 Oct 6, 8 Cowboys and Indians Contd. 

6 Oct 15 Memory Chariandy 

7 Oct 20, 22 Memory and Grief Moore 

8 Oct 27, 29 Forgetting Contd. 

9 Nov 3, 5 Postmemory Bezmosgis 

10 Nov 10, 12 Where is here? Contd. 

11 Nov 17, 19 Immigration Badami 

12 Nov 24, 26 Multiculturalisms Brand 

13 Dec 1 Essays due  

 

Late Work  

I do not grant extensions except for (documented, serious) medical reasons. If your life falls apart, talk to me. Late 

work will be accepted, but it will be docked 3% per day, including weekends. If you are unable to be present for 

your group presentation, you must contact both the other group members and me immediately.  

 

Electronic Device Policy 

You may use a lap top in class for taking notes, but for no other purpose. Please keep in mind that checking email, 

Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn, or other social media while in class is distracting not only for you but to others 

around you—including me. Use of cell phones in class is strictly forbidden. No texting. Ever.  

 

Attendance Policy 

The classroom is a dynamic space of interaction and collaboration. It is a place where we compare and test ideas 

and thoughts. It is where you can raise questions and offer your comments. It is where you will hear me talk about 

what I have learned over 30 years of studying Canadian literature. You will not learn anything if you are not there. I 

will not be posting anything online that would “cover” what happened in class. Much of what happens in this class 

is unscripted.  

 

Copyright 

You are responsible for ensuring that your work does not breach copyright legislation. Here is a link to a website 

that explains copyright and answers any questions you may have: https://uwaterloo.ca/copyright-guidelines/. 

If this website does not answer your question, ask me. 

 

 

 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/08/
https://uwaterloo.ca/copyright-guidelines/
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Academic Integrity 

 

Academic Integrity: In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of the University of Waterloo 

are expected to promote honesty, trust, fairness, respect and responsibility.  

 

Discipline: A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity, to avoid committing academic 

offences, and to take responsibility for his/her actions. A student who is unsure whether an action constitutes an 

offence, or who needs help in learning how to avoid offences (e.g., plagiarism, cheating) or about “rules” for group 

work/collaboration should seek guidance from the course professor, academic advisor, or the Undergraduate 

Associate Dean. When misconduct has been found to have occurred, disciplinary penalties will be imposed under 

Policy 71 – Student Discipline. For information on categories of offenses and types of penalties, students should 

refer to Policy 71 - Student Discipline.  

 

Grievance: A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of his/her university life has been unfair 

or unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a grievance. Read Policy 70 - Student Petitions and Grievances, 

Section 4.  

 

Appeals: A student may appeal the finding and/or penalty in a decision made under Policy 70 - Student Petitions 

and Grievances (other than regarding a petition) or Policy 71 - Student Discipline if a ground for an appeal can be 

established. Read Policy 72 - Student Appeals.  

 

Other sources of information for students  

Academic integrity (Arts) Academic Integrity Office (uWaterloo)  

 

Accommodation for Students with Disabilities 

 

Note for students with disabilities: The AccessAbility Services office, located in Needles Hall Room 1132, 

collaborates with all academic departments to arrange appropriate accommodations for students with disabilities 

without compromising the academic integrity of the curriculum. If you require academic accommodations to 

lessen the impact of your disability, please register with the AS office at the beginning of each academic term.  

 

https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-71
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-70
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-70
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-72
https://uwaterloo.ca/arts/ethical-behavior
https://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/
https://uwaterloo.ca/disability-services/

