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Department of English Language and Literature 
University of Waterloo 

Fall 2014 
 

Course Syllabus for ENGL 342: American Literature to 1860 
 
 
Instructor: Dr. Ashna Zaidi 
 
Email: abhagwan@uwaterloo.ca 
 
Location and Time: HH 336   Tuesdays and Thursdays 11:30-12:50 
 
Office Hours: By appointment only 
 
 
Course Description 
 
ENGL 342 uses American Literature from the Colonial Period up to the Civil War to forge a 
clearer understanding of how this literature defines American culture.  The course examines the 
impact of race, class, and gender on conceptions of "Americanness."  Throughout the course we 
will engage in discussions of encounters between European colonists and indigenous peoples, the 
formation of the "American" ideal, Westward expansion, slavery and the woman's role in 
American culture. 
 
 
Required Course Texts  
  
Unless listed below, all texts are available online.  Links to online sources will be posted in 
advance via LEARN. 
 
Douglass, Frederick.  Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass.  New York: Penguin Classics, 
 2014. 
 
Foster, Hannah Webster.  The Coquette and the Boarding School. New York: W.W. Norton &
 Company, 2012. 
 
 
Tentative Reading Schedule 

 
Date Assigned Readings Assignments 

Tuesday September 9, 2014  
 

• Introduction to course  

Thursday September 11, 2014 • Introduction to the 
American Literary 
Tradition 
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Tuesday September 16, 2014 • John Smith, "John 
Smith's Letter to Queen 
Anne regarding 
Pocahontas." (1616) 

 

Thursday September 18, 2014 • Mary Rowlandson, 
"Narrative of the 
Captivity and 
Restoration of Mrs. 
Mary Rowlandson." 
(1682) 

 

Tuesday September 23, 2014 • Benjamin Franklin, "The 
Way to Wealth." (1758) 
 

• Thomas Jefferson, 
"Declaration of 
Independence." (1776) 

• Reading Response 
# 1 on Franklin 
and Jefferson (5%) 

Thursday September 25, 2014 • Hannah Webster Foster, 
The Coquette. (1797) 

 

Tuesday September 30, 2014 • Hannah Webster Foster, 
The Coquette. (1797) 

 

Thursday October 2, 2014 • Hannah Webster Foster, 
The Coquette.  (1797) 

 

Tuesday October 7, 2014 • Theodore Parker, 
"Transcendentalism." 
(1840) 

• Reading Response 
#2 on Parker (5%) 

Thursday October 9, 2014 • Ralph Waldo Emerson, 
"Self-Reliance." (1841) 

 

Tuesday October 14, 2014 • Jane Tompkins, 
Sensational Designs 
(Excerpts) 

 

Thursday October 16, 2014 • Frederick Douglass, 
Narrative of the Life of 
Frederick Douglass. 
(1845) 
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Tuesday October 21, 2014 • Frederick Douglass, 
Narrative of the Life of 
Frederick Douglass. 
(1845) 

Thursday October  23, 2014 • Frederick Douglass, 
Narrative of the Life of 
Frederick Douglass. 
(1845) 

• Reading Response 
#3 on Douglass 
(5%) 

Tuesday October 28, 2014 • Henry David Thoreau, 
"Civil Disobedience." 
(1849) 

• Essay Proposal 
Due (500 words) 
(10%) 

Thursday October 30, 2014 • Henry David Thoreau, 
"Civil Disobedience." 
(1849) 

 

Tuesday November 4, 2014 • Nathaniel Hawthorne, 
The Scarlett Letter. 
(1850) 

 

Thursday November 6, 2014 • Nathaniel Hawthorne, 
The Scarlett Letter. 
(1850) 

 

Tuesday November 11, 2014 • Nathaniel Hawthorne, 
The Scarlett Letter. 
(1850) 

• Reading Response 
#4 on Hawthorne 
(5%) 

Thursday November 13, 2014 • Herman Melville, 
"Bartleby The 
Scrivener." (1853) 

• Final Essay Due 
(2500-300 words) 
(20%) 

Tuesday November 18, 2014 • Herman Melville, 
"Bartleby The 
Scrivener." (1853) 

 

Thursday November 20, 2014 • Herman Melville, 
"Benito Cereno." (1855) 

 

Tuesday November 25, 2014 • Walt Whitman, Leaves 
of Grass (Excerpts). 
(1855) 
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Thursday November 27, 2014 • Exam Review  

 
 
Breakdown of Marks 
 
Participation (10%) 
 
Participation includes attendance as well as completing the preparatory work required to  
participate actively in each class. It is your active, regular, and above all, informed participation 
that will decide the majority of this mark, and not just how often you attend or how many 
questions you ask or answer (though attendance is a prerequisite for participation).  
 
 
Reading Responses (20%, 4 responses worth 5% each) 
 
You will be asked to respond to a question  on a specified text studied this the term.  
The responses will be completed in class and you will have 30 minutes to complete the 
assignment. Each response will be graded out of 10.   
 
 
Essay( 30%, includes 10% Essay Proposal) 
 
Proposal Due: Tuesday October 28, 2014  (10%) 
Essay Due: Thursday November 13, 2014 (20%) 
 
For this essay you will select a text from contemporary popular American culture.  This should 
be a text that is widely known and currently circulating in popular media such as print, 
television, or film/video.  You will compare that text to one of the assigned texts on the syllabus.  
Conduct a comparative analysis of the two texts demonstrating how a specific aspect of 
American literature has evolved (or not) since the pre-1860s.  Your essay must make reference to 
the formal characteristics of both  texts such as point of view, structure, metaphor, literary 
devices etc.   
 
10% of your essay mark will be awarded for an essay proposal.  This proposal should clearly 
state the two texts you intend to use (please provide a link/picture of your contemporary text).  
You must explain why you selected the two texts and summarize the argument you intended to 
formulate in your essay.  You will also indentify any research that you need to do as well as list 
the secondary sources that you intend to use.  You can also take this opportunity to ask me 
questions (if any) you have about how best to proceed with certain aspects of your project. 
 
Your final essay will be marked based on originality, clarity, logic, MLA format, and mechanics. 
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Final exam (40%) 
 
The final exam will take place in the exam period and will cover material from the entire  
course. You will have 2.5 hrs to complete the exam.  
 
 
 
Course Policies 
 
I am happy to answer any questions about your essays before the due date.  Please email me to 
set up an appointment.  I do not read completed rough drafts of papers in advance, but I am 
willing to discuss your Introductory paragraph with you if you wish. 
 
Essays are due at the start of class.  Late papers will be penalized at a rate of 5% for the first 
day and 2% for each additional day – including weekends.  I do not accept papers that are 
more than a week late. Extensions on assignments will be granted only in cases of illness or 
emergency. Please contact me in person or via e-mail to make your request.  You must provide 
hard copies of official documentation.  

 
Late essays should be submitted to the English Department Office. The essays must be put in the 
Department Drop-Box (HH 2016E, beside HH 228). Essays will be stamped by department staff. 
If your essay is lost because you did not ensure that the Instructor, the drop-box, or a department 
staff member received it, you will be held responsible for that loss. You should always keep a 
copy of your work.  In the case of a lost essay, I will require another copy.  
 
 
Academic Offences 
 
The Faculty of Arts requires that I draw your attention to the following:  
 
Academic Integrity: In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of the 
University of Waterloo are expected to promote honesty, trust, fairness, respect and 
responsibility.  
 
Discipline: A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity, to avoid 
committing academic offences, and to take responsibility for his/her actions. A student who is 
unsure whether an action constitutes an offence, or who needs help in learning how to avoid 
offences (e.g., plagiarism, cheating) or about “rules” for group work/collaboration should seek 
guidance from the course professor, academic advisor, or the Undergraduate Associate Dean. 
When misconduct has been found to have occurred, disciplinary penalties will be imposed under 
Policy 71 – Student Discipline. For information on categories of offenses and types of penalties, 
students should refer to Policy 71 – Student Discipline: 
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy71.htm  
 
Grievance: A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of his/her university 
life has been unfair or unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a grievance. Read Policy 70 
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- Student Petitions and Grievances, Section 4: 
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy70.htm  
 
Appeals: A student may appeal the finding and/or penalty in a decision made under Policy 70 - 
Student Petitions and Grievances (other than regarding a petition) or Policy 71 - Student 
Discipline if a ground for an appeal can be established. Read Policy 72 Student Appeals:  
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy72.htm  
 
Academic Integrity website (Arts): 
http://arts.uwaterloo.ca/arts/ugrad/academic_responsibility.html  
Academic Integrity Office (University): http://uwaterloo.ca/academicintegrity/  
 
 
Relevant Sections of Policy #71: Academic offences shall include, but shall not be limited to, 
the following:  
 
Cheating on examinations, assignments, work term reports, or any other work used to judge 
student performance. Cheating includes copying from another student's work or allowing another 
student to copy from one's own work, submitting another person's work as one's own, fabrication 
of data, consultation with any unauthorized person during an examination or test, and use of 
unauthorized aids.  
 
Plagiarism, which is the act of presenting the ideas, words or other intellectual property of 
another as one's own. The use of other people's work must be properly acknowledged and 
referenced in all written material such as take-home examinations, essays, laboratory reports, 
work-term reports, design projects, statistical data, computer programs and research results. The 
properly acknowledged use of sources is an accepted and important part of scholarship. Use of 
such material without complete and unambiguous acknowledgement, however, is an offence 
under this policy.  
 
Plagiarism also includes obtaining by improper means examination papers, tests, or similar 
materials, or using or distributing such materials to others. Also included is submitting an essay, 
report, or assignment when a major portion has been previously submitted or is being submitted 
for another course without the express permission of all instructors involved.  
 
Note for students with disabilities: The Office for Persons with Disabilities (OPD), located in 
Needles Hall, Room 1132, collaborates with all academic departments to arrange appropriate 
accommodation for students with disabilities without compromising the academic integrity of the 
curriculum. If you require academic accommodation to lessen the impact of your disability, 
please register with the OPD at the beginning of each academic term.  


