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University of Waterloo 
Department of English 

English 343 
American Literature 1860-1910 

Fall 2015 
Tuesdays and Thursdays,  11:30-12:50, RCH 212 

 

Instructor Information 
Instructor: Victoria Lamont 
Office: HH 226 
Office Phone: 36873 
Office Hours: Tuesdays, 2:00-3:00 or by appointment.  
Email: vlamont@uwaterloo.ca 
I check my email daily on weekdays.  

 

Course Description 
In this course we will explore how American writers from diverse perspectives grappled with 
dramatic shifts in American culture and society between 1860 and 1910, the period between the 
American Civil War and the modernist era. During this period, the United States changed from a 
primarily agrarian, rural, and Anglo-dominated society to a primarily urban, industrial, and 
increasingly multi-ethnic society. African Americans, Immigrants, and Indigenous people resisted 
Anglo-Saxon social and cultural dominance. Gender roles shifted as more women worked outside of 
the home and agitated for more opportunities and rights. The term “homosexual” was coined in the 
newly emerging field of psychology. American writers debated the implications of these 
developments in novels, stories, and poetry that celebrated heroic pioneers, exposed the abuses on 
Indian reservations, documented the moral decay of city life, and brought to light “underground” 
cultural sites like the African American jazz scene and the marriage market of Chinatown. We will 
explore the role that literary texts played in making and remaking American society in a period of 
unprecedented change.  

Course Goals and Learning Outcomes 
Upon completion of this course, students should be able to: 

A. Explain how literary texts are embedded in social debates in American society, 1860-1910. 
• Summarize major social debates in American society, 1860-1910. 
• Explain how specific literary examples depict or engage with above debates. 

 
B. Explain the significance of difference (of race, gender, class, etc.) in American literature, 

1860-1910.  
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• Describe the cultures and conditions of different social groups in American society, 
1860-1910. 

• Apply above to analysis of cultural difference in American literary texts, 1860-1910.   
 

C. Develop research-based arguments about the ways in which literary texts are embedded in 
debate in American society, 1860-1910.  

• Select and synthesize scholarly research and lecture content relevant to a specific 
cultural or social debate in the United States, 1860-1910. 

•  Analyse and compare examples from literary texts that depict different 
perspectives in a social or cultural debate. 
 

Required Texts: 

On e-reserve via UW Library Course Reserves:  
 
Walt Whitman, “Pioneers! O Pioneers!” Included in Norton edition of Cather’s novel O 

Pioneers! Also on e-reserve; #11 from “Song of Myself” on Website Poetry 
Foundation, link via UW Course Reserves.  

 
Zitkala Sa, articles in The Atlantic Monthly, Jan.-March 1900. The Making of America. Web. 

Link to UW Course Reserves, click on the 1900 issues, select correct monthly 
issue, scan contents for articles by Zitkala Sa.  

 
Emily Dickinson, selected poems (see schedule of classes), Emily Dickinson Archive, Web. 

Link via course reserves and search for assigned poems.  
 
Louisa May Alcott, selections from The Portable Louisa May Alcott, pdfs on course reserves; 

Behind a Mask (1866), link to Gutenberg electronic edition via course reserves.  
 
Sui Sin Far, “ Mrs Spring Fragrance” (1912), short story in anthology of same title on course 

reserves; “The Success of a Mistake” (1908), pdf on course reserves.  
 
Articles and background readings: see schedule of classes for details.  
 
In UW Bookstore and on reserve in the Porter library:  
I recommend that you use the assigned editions of the following texts, which include useful 
introductory and critical material as well as annotations that explain historical references, 
obscure terms, etc. Use other editions at your own risk: many of the cheap electronic 
editions contain numerous errors and omissions. If you must use a “free” ebook edition, use 

https://www.reserves.uwaterloo.ca/ares/ares.dll?SessionID=W114538452A&Action=6&Type=61&Form=10
https://www.reserves.uwaterloo.ca/ares/ares.dll?SessionID=W114538452A&Action=6&Type=61&Form=10
https://www.reserves.uwaterloo.ca/ares/ares.dll?SessionID=W114538452A&Action=6&Type=61&Form=10
https://www.reserves.uwaterloo.ca/ares/ares.dll?SessionID=W114538452A&Action=6&Type=61&Form=10
https://www.reserves.uwaterloo.ca/ares/ares.dll?SessionID=W114538452A&Action=6&Type=61&Form=10
https://www.reserves.uwaterloo.ca/ares/ares.dll?SessionID=W114538452A&Action=6&Type=61&Form=10
https://www.reserves.uwaterloo.ca/ares/ares.dll?SessionID=W114538452A&Action=6&Type=61&Form=10
https://www.reserves.uwaterloo.ca/ares/ares.dll?SessionID=W114538452A&Action=6&Type=61&Form=10
https://www.reserves.uwaterloo.ca/ares/ares.dll?SessionID=W114538452A&Action=6&Type=61&Form=10
https://www.reserves.uwaterloo.ca/ares/ares.dll?SessionID=W114538452A&Action=6&Type=61&Form=10
https://www.reserves.uwaterloo.ca/ares/ares.dll?SessionID=W114538452A&Action=6&Type=61&Form=10
https://www.reserves.uwaterloo.ca/ares/ares.dll?SessionID=W114538452A&Action=6&Type=61&Form=10
https://www.reserves.uwaterloo.ca/ares/ares.dll?SessionID=W114538452A&Action=6&Type=61&Form=10
https://www.reserves.uwaterloo.ca/ares/ares.dll?SessionID=W114538452A&Action=6&Type=61&Form=10
https://www.reserves.uwaterloo.ca/ares/ares.dll?SessionID=W114538452A&Action=6&Type=61&Form=10
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digitized first editions rather than a knock-off from Amazon. Links to preferred free ebooks 
are  also provided below. 
 
Note: Pdfs of introductions and select contextual material from assigned editions are also 
on e-reserve. 
 
Willa Cather, O Pioneers! 1913. Norton Edition, Ed. Sharon O’Brien. New York: Norton, 

2007. Print. A downloadable pdf of the first [Houghton Mifflin, 1913] edition is also 
available by clicking here. 
 

Theodore Dreiser, Sister Carrie. 1900. Norton 3rd Edition. Ed. Donald Pizer. A pdf of the 
1900 Doubleday edition is available by clicking here.  Two different versions of Sister 
Carrie have been published so make sure you read the correct edition. 
 

James Weldon Johnson, The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man. Ed. Jacqueline Goldsby. 
Norton: 2015. A pdf of the first edition (1912) is available here. 

 
 
 

Recommended Texts 
The Little Brown Compact Handbook. Available in the Booksgtore.  

Course Requirements and Assessment  

Assessment  Date of Evaluation (if known) Weighting 
Thinking Pieces Weekly 20% 
Essay Prospectus Nov. 2 10% 
Annotated Bibliography Nov. 16 10% 
Essay Nov 16 (Early Bird); Nov. 30 30% 
Final Exam Exam Period 30% 
Total  100% 

 

Details about the following assignments will be provided within the first month of class.  

Thought Pieces: 20% 
Short learning activities prepared before or during class throughout the course. Each thought piece 
will be marked out of 5; the lowest 2 marks will be dropped from your final mark. You can expect to 
prepare about one thought piece each week. 
 

 

Essay Prospectus: 10% 

https://archive.org/details/opioneers01cathgoog
https://archive.org/details/opioneers01cathgoog
https://archive.org/details/sistercarrie00dreirich
https://archive.org/details/sistercarrie00dreirich
https://archive.org/details/excoloredman00johnrich
https://archive.org/details/excoloredman00johnrich
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Two double-spaced pages. Summarize the social or cultural conflict you wish to explore and its 
significance. Explain which primary texts you will study and justify your choice. Summarize the 
evidence you will focus on in each text. Explain your working argument or thesis. 

Annotated Bibliography: 10% 
A bibliography of 4-6 scholarly sources you plan to use for your essay. Annotations should 
summarize the source (one or two sentences: “Jane Doe argues that x in text a appears to mean y 
but really means z”) and explain how it will contribute to your essay (e.g. it will support my 
argument about x, I will challenge its argument about x, it will supply background context for my 
reading of y, etc.). The bibliography should be formatted using correct MLA style.   

Research Essay: 30% 
8-10 pages/2000-2500 words, double-spaced. Explore how two or more texts engage with a 
cultural or social conflict. Consult 4-6 scholarly sources.  
 
Early Bird Deadline: If you meet the early bird deadline you will have an opportunity to revise and 
resubmit your marked essay for a new grade. To get a higher grade your essay must demonstrate 
substantial improvement.   

Final Exam: 30% 
Two comparative essays that cover six authors studied in the course, explaining how they are 
embedded in cultural or social conflict or debate. Essays will be required to address a range of long 
and short works by authors representing a range of cultural groups. Questions will be provided 
ahead of time.  

Course Outline 
Note: Because of formatting issues with my word processor, I had to use single quotes to designate 
novel titles and other long works, double-quotes to designate poems, stories, and other shorter 
works.  

*Assignment due.  

Week Date Topic Required Readings Due 
1 Sept. 15/17 Tues: Introduction to Course 

Thurs: Western Expansion 
 
Reading tasks – Do the two epitaphs 
work with or against each other?  

Thurs: Walt Whitman, 
“Pioneers! O Pioneers!”; 
Introduction and first 
chapter of Cather, ‘O 
Pioneers!’ 

2 Sept. 22/24 Tues: The Frontier Myth in ‘O Pioneers!’ 
Thurs: Immigrants in ‘O Pioneers!’  
 
Reading tasks: Which qualities are 
heroic? Which are not?; How does the 
landscape influence charaters and plot? 
Find the sex scenes.    

Tues: “The Significance of 
the Frontier in American 
History;”  
‘O Pioneers!’ including 
Introduction 

3 Sept. 29/Oct. 1 Tues: Sexuality in ‘O Pioneers!’ 
Thurs: Indigeneity in American 

Tues: “Female Sexuality in 
O Pioneers!”  
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Week Date Topic Required Readings Due 
literature 
 
Reading tasks – What’s queer about O 
Pioneers? (Hint – read Wiesenthal); 
What values are reflected in Zitkala Sa’s 
depictions of her culture?  

Thurs: Zitkala Sa: 
“Impressions of an Indian 
Childhood,” “The School 
Days of an Indian Girl,” 
‘Atlantic Monthly’ Jan-Feb 
1900, e-reserve via “The 
Making of America.”  

4 Oct. 6/8 Tues: Indigenous Activism 
Thurs: Field Trip – Waterloo Aboriginal 
Educational Center, Room 232, St. 
Paul’s University - Smudging ceremony, 
soup and bannock lunch, facilitated 
dialogue 
 
Prepare for fieldtrip: questions you are 
afraid to ask.    

Zitkala Sa, “An Indian 
Teacher Among Indians.” 
Atlantic Monthly March 
1900,  E-reserve via “The 
Making of America”;  
Read Ahead: Dreiser, 
“Sister Carrie.” 

5 Oct. 13/15 Tues: Introduction to ‘Sister Carrie’ 
Thurs: No Class 
 
Reading tasks – What are the attributes 
of The City?  

‘Sister Carrie’ through Ch. 
VII.  
 
Read Ahead: finish ‘Sister 
Carrie’ 

6 Oct. 20/22 The Novel of the City, Changing 
Moralities 
 
Reading tasks: was Dreiser censored? 
Review correspondence and one or two 
revisions and take a position.  

‘Sister Carrie’ through 
chapter 26. Browse 
correspondence and 
revisions (In Norton 
edition, excerpts on e-
reserve) 

7 Oct. 27/29  Literary Naturalism 
 
Reading tasks: Do characters exercise 
free will or are they ruled by instinct? 
Does gender make a difference in how 
humans navigate a Darwinian universe?  

Dreiser, ‘Sister Carrie’ to 
end.  

 

*8 Nov. 3/5 Tues: Gender Trouble in 19C American 
Poetry.  
Thurs: Gender and Authorship 
 
Essay Prospectus Due 
 
Reading tasks: What are the advantages 
and drawbacks of the different 
approaches Jo takes to composition? Is 
there a happy ending to Jo’s search for a 
literary voice?  

Tues: Emily Dickenson 
Poems J187 (“How many 
times these low feet”), 
J1072 (“Title divine—is 
mine!”); Whitman, #11 
from “Song of Myself” 
Thurs: Selections from 
“Portable Louisa May 
Alcott”  
 
Read Ahead: ‘Behind a 
Mask’ 
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9 Nov. 10/12 Tues: Popular vs “Literary” Fiction; 
Thurs: Which is the “Real” Alcott?  
 
Reading tasks: Which is the real Alcott? 
Her children’s writing or her sensation 
fiction? 

Alcott, ‘Behind a Mask’ 

*10 Nov. 17/19 Tues: Narrating Chinatown 
Thurs: Women Reporters 
 
Annotated Bibliography Due 
Early Bird Essay Deadline 
 
Reading tasks: Is Sui Sin far 
Condescending towards Chinese 
Americans? What’s queer about “The 
Success of a Mistake”? (Hint: read 
Lutes).  

Tues: Sui Sin Far (Edith 
Eton), “Mrs Spring 
Fragrance”; Chapman, 
“Finding Edith Eton.” 
Thurs: “The Success of a 
Mistake,” Lutes, “The 
Queer Newspaper 
Woman…”  
 
Read Ahead: 
Autobiography of an Ex-
Colored Man 

11 Nov. 24/26 Tues: Literary Authority and Blackness 
Thurs: The double-bind of blackness.  
 
Reading task: Is The ex-colored man 
sympathetic or is he a sell-out?  

Johnson, Autobiography of 
an Ex-Colored Man, 
Including introduction and 
assigned excerpts (see e-
reserves).  

*12 Dec. 1/3 Essays Due; Exam Preparation 
 

Late Work  
Short assignments (worth 10% or less) are not accepted late without medical documentation. Essay 
extensions will be considered if you approach me before the due date. Late essays are penalized 
3%/day late.  I don’t accept late assignments after the term is over.  

Information on Plagiarism Detection  
Plagiarism detection software (Turnitin.com) will be used for this course. You can opt out of this by 
making alternative arrangements with me to demonstrate the originality of your essay (e.g. 
submitting drafts, notes, etc.). If you wish to opt out, notify me within the first month of the course.  

Electronic Device Policy 
Laptops are permitted provided you are using them to take notes for class or for other class-related 
activities. Cell phones must be switched to silent and put away. If I think a device is being used in a 
distracting manner, I will ask you to put it away.  

Attendance Policy 
Regular attendance is expected. If you miss an assignment because of lateness you will receive a 
mark of 0. Please arrive for class on time and stay until the class is over. No admissions to class 
more than 10 minutes late.    
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Institutional-required statements for undergraduate course outlines approved by 
Senate Undergraduate Council, April 14, 2009  
 

Academic Integrity 

In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of the University of  
Waterloo community are expected to promote honesty, trust, fairness, respect and responsibility.  
See the UWaterloo Academic Integritity webpage (https://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/) and 
the Arts Academic Integrity webpage (https://uwaterloo.ca/arts/current-undergraduates/student-
support/ethical-behaviour) for more information.  

Discipline 
A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity, to avoid committing academic 
offences, and to take responsibility for his/her actions. A student who is unsure whether an action 
constitutes an offence, or who needs help in learning how to avoid offences (e.g., plagiarism, 
cheating) or about “rules” for group work/collaboration should seek guidance from the course 
professor, academic advisor, or the Undergraduate Associate Dean. When misconduct has been 
found to have occurred, disciplinary penalties will be imposed under Policy 71 – Student Discipline. 
For information on categories of offenses and types of penalties, students should refer to Policy 71 - 
Student Discipline. For typical penalties check Guidelines for the Assessment of Penalties 
(https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-
guidelines/guidelines/guidelines-assessment-penalties).  

Grievance 
A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of his/her university life has been 
unfair or unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a grievance. Read Policy 70 - Student 
Petitions and Grievances, Section 4 (https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-
procedures-guidelines/policy-70). When in doubt please be certain to contact the department’s 
administrative assistant who will provide further assistance. 

Appeals 
A decision made or penalty imposed under Policy 70, Student Petitions and Grievances (other than 
a petition) or Policy 71, Student Discipline may be appealed if there is a ground. A student who 
believes he/she has a ground for an appeal should refer to Policy 72, Student Appeals 
(https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-72).  

Note for Students with Disabilities 
The AccessAbility Services office, located on the first floor of the Needles Hall extension (NH 1401), 
collaborates with all academic departments to arrange appropriate accommodations for students 
with disabilities without compromising the academic integrity of the curriculum. If you require 
academic accommodations to lessen the impact of your disability, please register with the AS office 
at the beginning of each academic term. 

https://uwaterloo.ca/arts/current-undergraduates/student-support/ethical-behaviour
https://uwaterloo.ca/arts/current-undergraduates/student-support/ethical-behaviour
https://uwaterloo.ca/arts/current-undergraduates/student-support/ethical-behaviour
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-71
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-71
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-71
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-70
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-70
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-70
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-70
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-70
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-70
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-72
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-72
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-72
https://uwaterloo.ca/disability-services/
https://uwaterloo.ca/disability-services/
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