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University of Waterloo 
Department of English 

English 343 
American Literature 1860-1910 

Winter 2018 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 10:00-11:30 

RCH 212 
 
Instructor Information 
Instructor: Prof. Victoria Lamont, Ph.D.  
Office: HH 226 
Office Phone: ext. 36873 
Office Hours: Tuesdays, 1:00 – 2:00 or by appointment.  
Email: vlamont@uwaterloo.ca 
I can usually respond to your email within 24 hours; Please check the syllabus for an answer to 
your question before you send an email. 
 
Course Description 
At the turn of the 20th century, the United States was in a period of rapid transition from a 
traditional, agrarian society to a modern, capitalist, industrial one. During this time, many 
aspects of life that are now taken for granted were emerging. People were migrating to cities in 
massive numbers, and urban life was rapidly replacing rural life as the dominant way of being. 
Mass production and consumer culture were rapidly expanding: shopping, for example, became 
a “thing” during this time. So did driving, and reading the daily newspaper—the first modern 
mass-media form. Literature written about these developments from the perspective of a 
society that was grappling with them for the first time helps us think more critically about our 
present-day norms and values by making them “strange,” showing them for the cultural 
constructs that they actually are. Literature from this time is also a reminder of those things 
that haven’t changed as much as we might think: American society continues to grapple with 
social issues that have their roots in the turn of the 20th century, such as what it means to live in 
a society made up of people from multiple cultures and backgrounds, and how social 
inequalities like poverty and racial segregation should be understood in a society based on 
ideals of freedom and equality. So, although we will be reading texts written 100 years ago or 
more, I hope to make the case in this course that they can help us navigate the world we are 
living in today.  
 
Course Goals and Learning Outcomes 
Upon completion of this course, students should be able to: 
 
A. Explain how literary texts are socially and historically embedded.  

•Summarize major social and historical debates and developments in American society, 
1860-1910. 
•Explain how specific literary examples are embedded in their social and historical 
context. 
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B. Explain the significance of difference (of race, gender, class, etc.) in American literature, 

1860-1910.  
•Describe and compare the cultures and conditions of different social groups in 
American society, 1860-1910. 
•Apply above to analysis of cultural difference in American literary texts, 1860-1910.   

 
C. Develop research-based arguments about the ways in which literary texts are socially 

and historically embedded.  
•Select and synthesize scholarly research, primary sources, and lecture content relevant 
to a specific cultural or social debate in the United States, 1860-1910. 
•Analyse and compare examples from literary texts that depict different perspectives on 
their social or historical context.  

 
Required Texts: 
You are responsible for the assigned literary readings and the introductions included in the 
assigned editions (also available on e-reserve). You do not have to purchase the assigned 
edition, but I recommend them because they include useful primary and secondary material, 
and annotations that explain historical references, obscure terms, etc. Use other editions at 
your own risk: many of the cheap electronic editions contain numerous errors and omissions. If 
you must use a “free” ebook edition, use digitized first editions rather than a knock-off from 
Amazon. Links to preferred free electronic editions are provided.  
 
Cather, Willa. My Antonia. Edited by Joseph R. Urgo, Broadview, 2003. A downloadable pdf of 
the 1918 first edition is available here.  
 
Dreiser, Theodore. Sister Carrie. Edited by Donald Pizer, 3rd edition, Norton, 2006. A pdf of the 
1900 Doubleday first edition is available by clicking here.  Two different versions of Sister Carrie 
have been published so make sure you read the correct edition. 
 
Johnson, James Weldon. The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man. Edited by Jacqueline 
Goldsby, Norton, 2015. A pdf of the first edition (1912) is available here. 
 
Sui Sin Far, Mrs. Spring Fragrance. Edited by Husuan L. Hsu, Broadview, 2011. A pdf of the 1912 
first edition is available here.  
 
Zitkala Sa, American Indian Stories, Legends, and Other Writings. Edited by Cathy Davidson, 
Penguin, 2003. A pdf of the first edition of American Indian Stories is available here.  
 
Recommended Texts/Resources 
The Little Brown Compact Handbook. Use most recent edition. Available in the UW bookstore.  
Purdue OWL: a great website for quick reference to MLA citation format, writing advice, and 
more.  
 

https://archive.org/details/in.ernet.dli.2015.45091
https://archive.org/details/in.ernet.dli.2015.45091
https://archive.org/details/sistercarrie00dreirich
https://archive.org/details/sistercarrie00dreirich
https://archive.org/details/excoloredman00johnrich
https://archive.org/details/excoloredman00johnrich
https://archive.org/details/cu31924075243513
https://archive.org/details/cu31924075243513
https://archive.org/details/americanindianst1921zitk
https://archive.org/details/americanindianst1921zitk
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Overview of Course Requirements and Assessment 
Detailed evaluation rubrics will be provided on Learn. This course is reading-intensive and will 
require you to plan ahead to complete readings for class.  
 
Assessment      Due Date   Weighting 
Learning Activities/Participation  Weekly   20% 
Thing presentation    Sign up    10% 
Mid-terms     see syllabus   20% 
Comparative Research Essay 
-essay topic and annotated bibliography Mar. 1    10% 
-Three-minute argument/Devil’s advocate see syllabus   10% 
-Final Essay     Apr. 13    30% 
 
Total          100% 
 
Learning Activities and Participation: 20% 
These activities will involve both a short, written component and participation in class. The 
purpose of these activities is to help guide your preparation of the assigned readings and help 
you become an active learner.  
 
The written component should show clearly that you prepared the assigned readings, and they 
should be thoughtful and thorough. As a participant, you should listen actively in class, and you 
should contribute thoughtfully to class discussion and activities.  
 
You can expect to prepare about one short assignment per week. You have to attend class to 
get credit for the related learning activity. Activities requiring advance preparation will be 
announced one week in advance in class and on Learn. You can miss two activities without 
penalty.  
 
“Thing” Presentation: 10% 
For this assignment, you will work in pairs; both team members will receive the same mark. If 
you experience problems with your teammate, please bring them up with me early on in the 
process. Team members who do not do their fair share of the work will receive a mark of 0.  
 
The purpose of this assignment is to give you practice using primary and secondary research to 
situate literature in its social, historical, and material context. It will also help you prepare for 
your major research paper. 
 
Find an object depicted in one of the course texts that seems to have special significance. Use 
primary-source archives to learn about the object and its significance in the context of the 
literature: Who used it and how? What did it mean to the people who used it? Was it 
expensive? useful? luxurious? What meanings does the object convey in the literary text? 
Explain your findings in a short (10-15 minute) oral presentation. See the assignment 
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information sheet for further details. You will sign up for your presentation during the second 
week of class.  
 
Mid-terms: 20% (2 @ 10% each) 
These assignments will give you an opportunity to demonstrate what you have learned in the 
course. They will consist of an in-class essay based on questions you will design with your peers 
during the “pose the question” in-class activity.  
 
Research Project: 50% 
Overview: Compare and contrast the significance of an object or set of objects depicted in two 
texts we have studied this term, using a combination of primary and secondary sources. 
Contextualize your analysis in one or more of the major themes or issues studied in the course. 
One of your texts may be the one you study for your “thing” presentation. You should consult 
at least 6 secondary sources (scholarly books and journal articles) and at least two primary 
sources including one primary source archive such as American Periodical Series or The 
Historical New York Times. 
 
The research project is broken down into the following three components:  
 
1 (10%). Essay topic and annotated bibliography: This component gives you an opportunity to 
narrow your essay down to a specific topic and receive feedback from me on that topic before 
you write your final essay. You will hand in a one-page, double-spaced, explanation of your 
topic and its rationale, and a bibliography of the sources you plan to use for your essay. 
Accompany each entry with an annotation that summarizes the source (e.g.  “Jane Doe argues 
that x in text a appears to mean y but really means z”) and explains how it will contribute to 
your essay (e.g. it will support my argument about x, I will challenge its argument about x, it will 
supply background context for my reading of y, etc.). The bibliography should be formatted 
using correct MLA citation style.   
 
2 (10%). Three-minute arguments/Devil’s Advocate. For this component, you will give a three-
minute oral presentation of the argument you plan to present for your essay to a group of your 
peers who will play the role of the Devil’s advocate. Their job is to challenge your argument by 
proposing possible counter-arguments and offering constructive feedback. This assignment will 
be peer-evaluated.  
 
3 (30%). Final Research Paper. 2000-2500 words, double-spaced, 12-pt font, formatted using 
correct MLA style.  
 
Course Outline 
 
Week 1 
 

Tues, Jan. 4: Introduction to course 
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Week 2 - Jan 9,11 
 

Tues: Willa Cather, My Antonia, Introduction to Broadview edition and parts I-II.  
Thurs: Continue My Antonia, Discuss “thing” assignment; presentation sign-up 

 
Week 3 - Jan. 16, 18 
 

Tues: My Antonia to end.  
Thurs: Zitkala Sa, American Indian Stories (section II of Penguin edition) – first three 
chapters; Introduction to Penguin edition.  

 
Week 4 -Jan. 23, 25 
 

Tues: Zitkala Sa, American Indian Stories to end.  
Thurs: American Indian Stories 

  
Week 5 - Jan. 30, Feb. 1 
 

Tues: Theodore Dreiser, Sister Carrie to chapter XXVI, Introduction to Norton edition,  
Thurs: Sister Carrie 

  
Week 6 - Feb 6, 8 
 

Tues: Sister Carrie to end.  
Thurs: Sister Carrie 

 
Week 7 - Feb. 13, 15 
 

Tues: Pose the Question – prepare a potential exam question to be workshopped in 
class 
Thurs: Mid-term 

  
Feb 19, 23 Reading Week  
 
Week 8 - Feb 27, Mar 1 
 

Tues: James Weldon Johnson, Autobiography of an Ex-colored Man 
Thurs: Autobiography of an Ex-colored Man 
Essay Topics/Bibliographies Due 

 
Week 9 - Mar 6, 8 
 

Tues: Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man 
Thurs: Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man 
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Week 10 - Mar 13, 15 
 

Tues: Sui Sin Far, Mrs. Spring Fragrance, section I, to “The Chinese Lily”; Introduction to 
Broadview edition.   
Thurs: Mrs. Spring Fragrance 

 
Week 11 - Mar 20, 22 
 

Tues: Mrs. Spring Fragrance to end of section I.  
Thurs: Pose the Question – prepare a potential exam question to be workshopped in 
class 

 
Week 12 - Mar 27, 29, April 3 
 

Tues: Mid-term II (on material covered since mid-term) 
Thurs: Three-minute arguments/Devil’s advocate 
April 3: Three-minute arguments/Devil’s advocate  

 
Course Policies  
Late or Missed Assignments 
Short assignments (worth 10% or less) are not accepted late without medical documentation. 
Undocumented missed midterms will be marked 0. Essay extensions will be considered if you 
approach me before the due date. Late essays are penalized 3%/day late.  I don’t accept late 
assignments after the term is over.  
 
Electronic Device Policy 
I trust you to use your devices responsibly; however, If I think a device is being used in a 
distracting manner, I will ask you to put it away.  
 
Attendance Policy 
Regular attendance is expected. If you miss an assignment because of lateness you will receive 
a mark of 0. Please arrive for class on time and stay until the class is over. No admissions to 
class more than 10 minutes late.    
 
Faculty of Arts Statements 
 
Cross-listed course (requirement for all Arts courses)  Please note that a cross-listed course 
will count in all respective averages no matter under which rubric it has been taken. For 
example, a PHIL/PSCI cross-list will count in a Philosophy major average, even if the course was 
taken under the Political Science rubric.   

Academic Integrity: In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of the 
University of Waterloo are expected to promote honesty, trust, fairness, respect and 
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responsibility. See the UWaterloo Academic Integrity webpage and the Arts Academic Integrity 
webpage for more information.  

Discipline: A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity, to avoid 
committing academic offences, and to take responsibility for his/her actions. A student who is 
unsure whether an action constitutes an offence, or who needs help in learning how to avoid 
offences (e.g., plagiarism, cheating) or about “rules” for group work/collaboration should seek 
guidance from the course professor, academic advisor, or the Undergraduate Associate Dean. 
When misconduct has been found to have occurred, disciplinary penalties will be imposed 
under Policy 71 – Student Discipline. For information on categories of offenses and types of 
penalties, students should refer to Policy 71 - Student Discipline. For typical penalties check 
Guidelines for the Assessment of Penalties.  

Grievance: A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of his/her university 
life has been unfair or unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a grievance. Read Policy 70 
- Student Petitions and Grievances, Section 4. When in doubt, please be certain to contact the 
department’s administrative assistant who will provide further assistance.  

Appeals: A decision made or penalty imposed under Policy 70 - Student Petitions and 
Grievances (other than a petition) or Policy 71 - Student Discipline may be appealed if there is a 
ground. A student who believes he/she has a ground for an appeal should refer to Policy 72 - 
Student Appeals.  

Accommodation for Students with Disabilities  

Note for students with disabilities: The AccessAbility Services office, located on the first floor of 
the Needles Hall extension (1401), collaborates with all academic departments to arrange 
appropriate accommodations for students with disabilities without compromising the academic 
integrity of the curriculum. If you require academic accommodations to lessen the impact of 
your disability, please register with the AS office at the beginning of each academic term.  

Mental Health Support On Campus  

.    Counselling Services: counselling.services@uwaterloo.ca / 519-888-4567 xt 32655   

.    MATES: one-to-one peer support program offered by Federation of Students (FEDS) 
and  Counselling Services   

.    Health Services Emergency service: located across the creek from Student Life Centre  

Off campus, 24/7  

.    Good2Talk: Free confidential help line for post-secondary students. Phone: 1-866-
925-5454   

.    Grand River Hospital: Emergency care for mental health crisis. Phone: 519-749-433 

https://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/
https://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/
https://uwaterloo.ca/arts/undergraduate/student-support/academic-standing-understanding-your-unofficial-transcript/ethical-behaviour
https://uwaterloo.ca/arts/undergraduate/student-support/academic-standing-understanding-your-unofficial-transcript/ethical-behaviour
https://uwaterloo.ca/arts/undergraduate/student-support/academic-standing-understanding-your-unofficial-transcript/ethical-behaviour
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-71
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-71
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/guidelines/guidelines-assessment-penalties
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/guidelines/guidelines-assessment-penalties
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-70
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-70
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-70
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-72
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-72
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-72
https://uwaterloo.ca/accessability-services/
https://uwaterloo.ca/accessability-services/
https://feds.ca/feds-services/uw-mates
https://feds.ca/feds-services/uw-mates
https://good2talk.ca/
https://good2talk.ca/
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ext. 6880   

.    Here 24/7: Mental Health and Crisis Service Team. Phone: 1-844-437-3247   

.    OK2BME: set of support services for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender or questioning 
teens in  Waterloo. Phone: 519-884-0000 extension 213   

. Full details can be found online at the Faculty of ARTS website  

. Download UWaterloo and regional mental health resources (PDF)  

. Download the WatSafe app to your phone to quickly access mental health support 
information   

Territorial Acknowledgement  We acknowledge that we are living and working on the 
traditional territory of the Attawandaron (also known as Neutral), Anishinaabe and 
Haudenosaunee peoples. The University of Waterloo is situated on the Haldimand Tract, the 
land promised to the Six Nations that includes ten kilometres on each side of the Grand River. 
For more information about the purpose of territorial acknowledgements, please see the CAUT 
Guide to Acknowledging Traditional Territory (PDF).   

 

https://good2talk.ca/
https://good2talk.ca/
http://ok2bme.ca/
http://ok2bme.ca/
https://uwaterloo.ca/arts/get-mental-health-support-when-you-need-it
https://uwaterloo.ca/arts/get-mental-health-support-when-you-need-it
https://uwaterloo.ca/arts/sites/ca.arts/files/uploads/files/counselling_services_overview_002.pdf
https://uwaterloo.ca/arts/sites/ca.arts/files/uploads/files/counselling_services_overview_002.pdf
https://uwaterloo.ca/watsafe/
https://uwaterloo.ca/watsafe/
https://www.caut.ca/docs/default-source/professional-advice/list---territorial-acknowledgement-by-province.pdf?sfvrsn=12
https://www.caut.ca/docs/default-source/professional-advice/list---territorial-acknowledgement-by-province.pdf?sfvrsn=12
https://www.caut.ca/docs/default-source/professional-advice/list---territorial-acknowledgement-by-province.pdf?sfvrsn=12

