
Department of English Language and Literature 
University of Waterloo 

English 346 - American Fiction 
MW 11:30-12:50pm - HH 139 

 

 
Instructor: Pamela Mansutti 
Office: PAS 2218 
Phone: 519-888-4567 x32705  
E-mail: pmansutt@artsmail.uwaterloo.ca 
Office Hours: Mondays - 1:00-2:30pm or by appointment 
 
 
Description  
This course will study six important texts of American fiction from the 19th and 20th centuries. We will 
analyze issues of narrative structure, style, tone, genre, point of view, context, and meaning, along with 
topics such as ethnicity, gender, and politics among others. Primarily, we will be concerned with 
understanding the text at hand as a creation both of the particular author and of the historical-cultural 
period in which such text is situated.  
 
 
Course Objectives 
By the end of the course you will: 
Be able to discuss how various American authors use fiction to convey personal and public 
preoccupations of their own time. 
Be able to pose enlightening questions as to the complex relationship between meaning and form in a 
literary work.  
Have gained confidence with different approaches to literary analysis (historical, stylistic, authorial, and 
so on). 
Have developed and articulated your own informed taste in the aesthetics of American fiction and the 
art of the novel. 
 
 
Required Texts (available at the UW Bookstore0: 
Hawthorne, Nathaniel. The Scarlet Letter (1850). Broadview Edition. 
Cather, Willa. My Antonia (1918). Broadview Edition.  
Fitzgerald, Francis Scott. The Great Gatsby (1925). Broadview Edition. 
DeLillo, Don. Libra (1988). Penguin Ink. 
Morrison, Toni. Beloved (1987). Random House (Vintage). 
Auster, Paul. City of Glass (1987). Penguin.   
 
Notes 
This course is managed in part through UW Learn. Additional course-related materials and 
announcements may appear there. However, in principle, no drop-boxes will be set up, as all the 
assignments must be handed in to me as hard copies.  
 
Important: ALWAYS bring your texts to class.  
  



Assignments and Values 
Attendance and Participation 10% 
Take-Home Assignment 20% 
3 Short Textual Analyses 30% (10% each) 
Oral Presentation 10% 
Final Essay 30% 
 
Attendance and Participation 10% 
As you may know, any class relies on the active participation and contribution of students and I am 
looking forward to cooperating with you to make our class time productive and successful. Naturally, 
you are expected to attend class regularly, to do the weekly readings, to ask and answer questions, and 
to be able to engage critically with the texts we will analyze. If you are taking this course, I imagine you 
are hooked on reading fiction, whether it is American or not. This is a fundamental “pre-requisite” that 
hopefully will help you read timely all the scheduled novels and submit your assignments when they are 
due.  
 
Take-Home Assignment 20% (due Monday, June 4th) 
During Week Five, you will write a home test on The Scarlet Letter and on My Antonia. It will likely be a 
short essay on one novel and a textual analysis of selected passages from the other one. More details 
will follow in class. The test is due on Monday, June 4th.  
 
3 Short Textual Analyses 30% (10% each)  
For this assignment, you will write three textual analyses of 500-600 words each. You will develop 
critical, accurate comments on an excerpt from three different novels chosen from The Great Gatsby, 
Libra, Beloved, and City of Glass. It is up to you to select the passages you want to comment upon. 
However, they must be different from those we will analyse in class and from the one(s) you will 
consider for your oral project. You will be evaluated on the insight and originality of your 
interpretation. 
 
Oral Presentation 10% 
Your presentation will be on a novel that you have not considered for your textual analyses. It can be 
either a group or an individual presentation; it is up to you to decide. Identify a relevant aspect, chapter, 
character, passage, etc... that you want to bring to the class’ attention. Before the day of the 
presentation, you must hand in to me a written synthesis of 200 words. Length of the presentation: not 
to exceed 10 minutes.  
 
Final Essay 30% (due the last day of classes) 
For this assignment, you will write an essay on one of the texts on the syllabus, using at least one 
external critical source of your choice. Do not repeat arguments or comments you have used in 
previous assignments. You are also expected to incorporate in the essay the concepts we will have 
discussed in class throughout the term. Topics will be distributed earlier in class. You can choose any of 
the suggested topics, or you can develop your own, provided that you get my final approval for it. Please 
do not hesitate to consult with me if you have any doubt, or if you wish to discuss preliminarily your 
ideas more at length. The essay must be between 2000 – 2300 words and formatted according to MLA 
style: double-spaced, 12 pt. font, Times New Roman. Criteria for evaluation are: comprehension of texts 
and concepts, writing style, clarity of thought, coherence of argument, formal organization, quality of 
the evidence provided, accuracy and insight.    

 If you submit your essay/home test after the deadline, 3% per day, including weekends, will 
be detracted from your mark. No assignments will be accepted for marking more than one week 
after the due date (in which case the students will receive a zero for that assignment). 
Exceptions will be made only in the case of illness supported by a signed doctor’s note.  



Weekly Reading Schedule 
 
 

Class Dates Texts for Class Discussion – Reading due Important Notes 

 
Week One 
May 2nd   

 
 

Overview of the novels 

First day of class: 
Introduction/Orientation  

and syllabus review 
 

Sign up for oral 
presentations 

Week Two 
May 7 – 9  

 
Hawthorne, Nathaniel. The Scarlet Letter 

 
Sign up for oral 
presentations 

Week Three 
May 14 – 16  

 

Hawthorne, Nathaniel. The Scarlet Letter 

Cather, Willa. My Antonia 

 

 

Week Four 
! May 22 – 23 ! 

 
Monday 21st Victoria Day NO CLASSES 

Make-up date: Tuesday 22nd (same schedule as Monday) 
 

Cather, Willa. My Antonia 
 

 

Week Five 
May 28 – 30  

 
Humanities Congress 2012 

University of Waterloo – NO CLASSES 
 

 

Week Six 
June 4 – 6 

 
Fitzgerald, Francis Scott. The Great Gatsby 

Take-Home Test DUE  

Week Seven 
June 11 - 13 

 
Fitzgerald, Francis Scott. The Great Gatsby 

Textual Analysis of Gatsby 
DUE June 13th 

Week Eight 
June 18 - 20 

 

DeLillo, Don. Libra 

 

Week Nine 
June 25 - 27 

 

DeLillo, Don. Libra 

Morrison, Toni. Beloved 

 

Textual Analysis of Libra 
DUE June 27th 

Week Ten 
! July 4 ! 

 
Monday 2nd Canada Day NO CLASSES 

Make-up date Wednesday 4th  
 

Morrison, Toni. Beloved 
 

 



Class Dates Texts for Class Discussion – Reading due Important Notes 

Week Eleven 
July 9 -11  

 

Morrison, Toni. Beloved 

 

Textual Analysis of 
Beloved DUE July 11th 

Week Twelve 
July 16 - 18 

Auster, Paul. City of Glass  

Week Thirteen 
July 23 - 25 

Auster, Paul. City of Glass Textual Analysis on City of 
Glass DUE July 23  

FINAL ESSAY DUE 

 
 
Academic Integrity: In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of the University of 
Waterloo are expected to promote honesty, trust, fairness, respect and responsibility.  
Discipline: A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity, to avoid committing 
academic offences, and to take responsibility for his/her actions. A student who is unsure whether an 
action constitutes an offence, or who needs help in learning how to avoid offences (e.g., plagiarism, 
cheating) or about “rules” for group work/collaboration should seek guidance from the course professor, 
academic advisor, or the Undergraduate Associate Dean. When misconduct has been found to have 
occurred, disciplinary penalties will be imposed under Policy 71 – Student Discipline. For information 
on categories of offenses and types of penalties, students should refer to Policy 71 - Student Discipline, 
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy71.htm  
Grievance: A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of his/her university life has 
been unfair or unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a grievance. Read Policy 70 - Student 
Petitions and Grievances, Section 4, http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy70.htm  
Appeals: A student may appeal the finding and/or penalty in a decision made under Policy 70 - Student 
Petitions and Grievances (other than regarding a petition) or Policy 71 - Student Discipline if a ground 
for an appeal can be established. Read Policy 72 - Student Appeals, 
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy72.htm  
Academic Integrity website (Arts): 
http://arts.uwaterloo.ca/arts/ugrad/academic_responsibility.html  
Academic Integrity Office (University): http://uwaterloo.ca/academicintegrity/  
Accommodation for Students with Disabilities:  
Note for students with disabilities: The Office for Persons with Disabilities (OPD), located in Needles 
Hall, Room 1132, collaborates with all academic departments to arrange appropriate accommodations 
for students with disabilities without compromising the academic integrity of the curriculum. If you 
require academic accommodations to lessen the impact of your disability, please register with the OPD 
at the beginning of each academic term. 


