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Introduction 
 
Welcome to English 350A. This course is a survey of English prose and poetry from the period 
from 1600-1699. The century is one of the best: great poets such as John Donne, George 
Herbert, Andrew Marvell, and John Milton; great prose stylists such as Rachel Speght, Donne, 
Gerard Winstanley, Aphra Behn, and Milton; political upheaval, including a set of civil wars in 
the mid-century; increasing trade, and the establishment of colonies in North America; debate 
over political entitlement, the status of women, and just about anything to do with religion that 
you can think of.  
 
Upon completion of the course, successful students should be better able to:  
 

 analyse examples of poetry and prose covered in class; 

 produce accurate summaries of important social, cultural, and literary events and 
phenomena in the period; 

 discuss and write about insights developed from literary evidence 

 plan, research, and write an analytical essay about literature 
 
Textbook: I have ordered The Broadview Anthology of Seventeenth-Century Verse and Prose 
into the UW bookstore. There should be copies available second hand as well. I have also 
ordered Writing Essays About Literature, which we will need in November.  
 
Assignments  
 
Quizzes:  
 
In most weeks we will have a quiz in class. These will be open book; you can refer to the work in 
question, to any other material in the book, and to any marginal notes you have made during 
your reading. You will have half an hour to write the quiz.  
 
Each quiz will require you to answer one question with one paragraph. The paragraph will state 
your thesis, then go on to prove it using evidence from the work you are discussing. It will be a 
strong, well-shaped paragraph and your grammar, spelling, and vocabulary choices will be 
excellent, if not superb. The paragraph will be marked out of 5 marks, 1 point for the thesis, 1 
point for the conclusion, 3 points for evidence well-used. Up to 1 point can be deducted for 
errors in spelling, grammar, and vocabulary use (at a rate of ¼ point per error).  
 
The question you will be set will be one of the following. You will not all get the same question.  
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 What feelings does this work give you? Why? 

 What kind of images does this work use? What are the effects of this imagery? 

 Do you like this work? Why?  

 How does the style of this work affect its meaning?  

 How does this work imagine its audience?  
 
Essay 
 
Your essay will be about any of the literature in the anthology. I recommend that you take on 
one author and deal with several or even all the works by that author in the anthology. If you 
want to take on two authors, you are certainly free to do so. The essay will be 8 to 10 pages 
long, and it will have a list of Works Cited attached at the end.  
 
I’ve said in Writing Essays About Literature that the fundamental question we ask in literary 
studies is “How does this work achieve its power, affect (feeling) or meaning”? Your essay 
should deal with some aspect of this problem. It should make use of the resources we have 
discussed in class (OED, ODNB, encyclopedias, scholarly articles) where they add substantively 
to your argument. When we meet on December 5, I would like you to be ready with your overall 
topic and some ideas about how to collect the evidence you will need. If you are ready to tell 
me what your thesis statement will be, that would be great.  
 
The essay will be graded according to the following rubric:  
 
Thesis statement: 10% 
Quality of argument: 10% 
Structure of argument: 20% 
Quality and use of evidence, including documentation: 40% 
Spelling, grammar, and vocabulary choice: 10% (one mark off for each error up to 10).  
 
Rules 
 
Laptops and cellphones: I am happy for you to bring your laptops to class, and to leave your 
cellphones on during normal class activities. The computers are for class work, however, and 
the cellphones are not to be used unless there is an emergency. If I perceive that you are doing 
other activities on your computers, I will ask that they be closed.  
 
Email: the University’s policy is that you must activate your University email, and you are 
responsible for messages sent to it. You can have mail to that account forwarded from it to the 
email that you use more regularly.  
 
Late and illness policy: I will only accept late assignments or re-schedule quizzes if you bring me 
a doctor’s note saying that you were unable to submit the assignment on the due date. For the 



essay, the late penalty is 2% per day, including weekends, up to one week. After one week, the 
essay will not be accepted.  
 
In addition, the Faculty of Arts at the University of Waterloo requires that I include the following 
information on the course outline:  
 

Academic Integrity: in order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of the 
University of Waterloo community are expected to promote honesty, trust, fairness, respect 
and responsibility. 

Grievance:  A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of his/her 
university life has been unfair or unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a grievance. 
Read Policy 70 - Student Petitions and Grievances, Section 4, 
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy70.htm  
 
Discipline: A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity, to avoid 
committing academic offenses, and to take responsibility for his/her actions. A student who 
is unsure whether an action constitutes an offense, or who needs help in learning how to 
avoid offenses (e.g., plagiarism, cheating) or about “rules” for group work/collaboration 
should seek guidance from the course professor, academic advisor, or the Undergraduate 
Associate Dean. When misconduct has been found to have occured, disciplinary penalties 
will be imposed under Policy 71 – Student Discipline. For information on categories of 
offenses and types of penalties, students should refer to Policy 71 - Student Discipline, 
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy71.htm 
 
Appeals: A student may appeal the finding and/or penalty in a decision made under Policy 
70 - Student Petitions and Grievances (other than regarding a petition) or Policy 71 - Student 
Discipline if a ground for an appeal can be established. Read Policy 72 - Student Appeals, 
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy72.htm 
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Schedule for ENGL 350A 
 
Date Topic Reading Quiz topic  

M September 12 Introduction   

W September 14 John Donne Headnote for John Donne (102); “The 
Canonization” (106); “Valediction: of 
Weeping” (109); “The Flea” (103) 

 

M September 19 Religion Donne, “Second Prebendary Sermon” (132).  
Introduction to the OED  

 

W September 21 Donne, “Holy Sonnets” (122) 1. Donne, “Holy Sonnets” 

M September 26 Patronage Jonson, “To Penshurst” (150). Introduction to 
the ODNB 

 

W September 28 Lanyer, “Description of Cook-ham” (93) 2. Lanyer, “Cook-ham”  

M October 3 Women Lanyer, “To All Virtuous Ladies” (76). 
Introduction to EEBO 

 

W October 5 Speght, “Muzzle for Melastamous” (397) 3. Speght, “Muzzle” 

M October 10 HOLIDAY   

W October 12 Carpe Diem 
poems 

Herrick, “Corinna” (311). Using encyclopedias.  4. Marvell, “Coy Mistress” 

Marvell, “Coy Mistress” (834) 

M October 17 George Herbert All poems by Herbert in the anthology except 
“Providence” 

 

W October 19 5. Herbert, any of the 
poems not taken up on 
Monday  

M October 24 Politics Winslow, “Good News from New England,” 
(390). Finding scholarly articles.  

 

W October 26 Winstanley, “Declaration” (632)  6. Winstanley, 
“Declaration” 

M October 31 John Milton 
poetry 

Milton, “Lycidas” (516); Sonnets (520-524)  

W November 2 7. Milton, Sonnets 

M November 7 John Milton 
prose 

Prose headnote (554); “Areopagitica” (561-
564, to “our presbyters”; 568-574, to “ten 
vicious”) 

 

W November 9 Essay 
assignment 

Writing Essays About Literature, especially 
Chs. 7 and 8 (but please review Chs. 1-6).  

NO QUIZ 

M November 14 Andrew Marvell Marvell, “Nymph Complaining” (838); “The 
Garden” (855); “The Mower Against Gardens” 
(858); “The Character of Holland” (860) 

 

W November 16 8. Marvell, “The Garden” 
OR “The Mower Against 
Gardens” 

M November 21 Margaret 
Cavendish  

Cavendish, “Philosophical” (890); “Poetress” 
(887); “Discourse of Beasts” (887)  

 

W November 23 “Hare” (887) 9. Cavendish, “Hare”  

M November 28 Aphra Behn The Dumb Virgin (1116)   

W November 30 Behn, “The Disappointment” (1104) 10. Behn, “The 
Disappointment” 

M December 5 Essay consults   

M December 12   ESSAY DUE: please email 
them to my by midnight.  

 


