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ENGL350A Early Seventeenth Century Literature 
Prof. S. Tolmie 

Winter Term 2018 
Class time: Mon/Wed 1:00-2:20 PAS 1241 
Office Hours Mon/Wed 2:30-3:30 HH 266 

stolmie@uwaterloo.ca 
 

 
Course Description 
 
This course is designed to provide students with an overview of one of the most 
politically and religiously tempestuous periods of English literature and culture, roughly 
from the Reformation to the Civil Wars. We will read a variety of literary texts, in poetry 
and prose, concentrating above all on lyric poetry as a mirror of the intellectual and 
spiritual developments of the day. 
 
Course Objectives 
 
In this course students will learn terminology and techniques to help them describe and 
analyze Early Modern literature: its genres and forms; its resources for conveying 
subjectivity; its contextual placement in its own time, in the history of the academy and 
English poetry, and its value for our present-day thought and experience. Students will 
undertake practical imitations of seventeenth-century forms such as the sonnet, the lyric 
poem, the political pamphlet, the sermon and the parliamentary debate. Actually working 
in these forms provides one of the most active learning experiences there is, as students 
become familiar with the principles and protocols that Early Modern writers used to 
organize their information and experience. 
 
Required Textbooks 
The Longman Anthology of British Literature, volume 1B The Early Modern Period in 
any recent edition 
 
Mark Breakdown 
 
Participation 15% (5% for online) 
2 40-minute tests 20% (10% each) 
Biographical presentation, 5 minutes 10% 
Creative portfolio (2 items) 15% 
Short essay, 1500 words 20% 
Group parliamentary presentation, 25 minutes 20% (group grade) 
 
Assignments and Responsibilities 
 
Participation 
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This means showing up for class, keeping up with readings, asking and answering 
questions, working seriously on in-class exercises, and conducting critique and discussion 
with your peer group on LEARN. 
 
Tests 
Two 40-minute tests will be given; these are closed book tests that require you to 
interpret passages of poetry and prose.  
 
Individual presentations 
Every student must present a 5-minute overview of the life of a known early modern 
individual, showing evidence of historical research. Individuals must have lived in the 
1600s, and may not be authors specifically on the syllabus. Otherwise, choice is 
completely free. Sign-up sheets will be available in the first week: dates are firm and 
cannot be changed without a doctor’s note. 
 
Creative portfolio 
A creative portfolio with two pieces chosen by the student — from the various Early 
Modern genres and forms we discuss in class and use for imitation assignments — must 
be passed in at the end of course, worth 15% of the grade. Peer critiques and comments 
on these works in development will also form part of the online participation 
component of the final grade.  
 
Short essay 
A 1500-word essay that poses and answers a question about a single Early Modern work, 
accompanied by an MLA formatted bibliography of at least three items, is worth 20% 
of the grade and is due in week 8. The question must be posed as a single sentence at the 
top of page one in lieu of a title, and the essay must answer it, preferably in first person 
(I). 
 
Group presentation 
Students will be randomized into groups, and each group will be assigned a party that 
played a role in the politics of the English civil wars. It is the responsibility of the group 
to devise a 25-minute presentation, in whatever format, that tells the class as much as 
possible about the identity, strategy and goals of that historical group. No multimedia 
tech may be used (e.g. Powerpoint). Each group will have its own restricted discussion 
section on LEARN and online participation will be monitored. Students who do not 
participate will receive a grade 10% lower than their peers (this is a group grade 
otherwise). 
 
 
Schedule of classes 
 
Page numbers below are from the 4th edition of Longman and may need to be adjusted for 
other editions. All the texts are well known and will not be hard to find: we will pinpoint 
specific works in class. 
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Week 1: Overview: the period from Donne to Milton 
 
Wed Jan 4: introduction to the course and the idea of imitation: the centrality of poetry 
 
Week 2: a brief history of courtly poetry 
 
Mon Jan 8: Names/Dates/Genres: read the Introduction pp 627-50 
 
Wed Jan 10: Elizabethan sonneteers: Wyatt and Sidney pp 655-69 and 680-84; pp 702-04 
 
Week 3: sonnets 
 
Mon Jan 15: Wyatt and Sidney 
 
Wed Jan 17: Jacobean sonneteers: Shakespeare pp 1203-08 and Wroth pp 1616-17 
 
Week 4: religious poetry 
 
Mon Jan 22: Donne, Holy Sonnets pp 1603-07 
 
Wed Jan 24: Herrick p 1625, Herbert pp 1629-39, Vaughan pp 1645-48 
 
Week 5: romance and epic 
 
Mon Jan 29: excerpt from Spenser’s The Faerie Queene (from Book 1, first 10 pages) 
 
Wed Jan 31: 40-MINUTE TEST IN CLASS; excerpts from Milton’s Paradise Lost 
(Book 1 pp 1727-48) 
 
Week 6: Milton 
 
Mon Feb 5: Paradise Lost 
 
Wed Feb 7: Paradise Lost 
 
Week 7: the new science 
 
Mon Feb 12: medicine, experiment and the Royal Society: Francis Bacon p 1069; 
http://royalsociety.org/about-us/history/ 
 
Wed Feb 14: Newton and Leeuwenhoek (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Isaac_Newton; 
Lens on Leeuwenhoek site) 
 
READING WEEK FEB 19-23: NO CLASSES 
 
Week 8: explorations 
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Mon Feb 26: 1500-WORD ESSAY DUE IN CLASS OR ON LEARN; the New World 
and narratives of discovery; Hariot and Smith pp 1191-94 
 
Wed Feb 28: bringing it home: Donne, Elegy 19 p 1602 
 
Week 9: parliamentary politics  
 
Mon Mar 5: Roundheads and Royalists 
 
Wed Mar 7: parliamentary presentation, group 1 
 
Week 10: parliament back into poetry 
 
Mon Mar 12: parliamentary presentations, group 2 and 3 
 
Wed Mar 14: parliamentary presentation, group 4; poems about the Commonwealth and 
royalist responses: Milton, pp 1714-15; Katherine Philips p 1671; Gauden pp 1680-81 
 
Week 11: metaphysical lyric  
 
Mon Mar 19: Herrick 
 
Wed Mar 21: Marvell 
 
Week 12: metaphysical lyric, again 
 
Mon Mar 26: Marvell; CREATIVE PORTFOLIOS DUE 
 
Wed Mar 28: 40-MINUTE TEST IN CLASS; Marvell and Donne 
 
Week 13: why poetry explains everything 
 
Mon April 2 pick a poem day: poetry and history 
 
Wed April 4 Cage Match: Donne versus Milton 
 
 
University Policies 
 

Academic Integrity: in order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of 
the University of Waterloo community are expected to promote honesty, trust, 
fairness, respect and responsibility. 
Grievance:  A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of his/her 
university life has been unfair or unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a 



 5 

grievance. Read Policy 70 - Student Petitions and Grievances, Section 4, now at 
http://arts.uwaterloo.ca/student-grievances-faculty-arts-processes 
 
Discipline: A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity, to 
avoid committing academic offenses, and to take responsibility for his/her actions. A 
student who is unsure whether an action constitutes an offense, or who needs help in 
learning how to avoid offenses (e.g., plagiarism, cheating) or about “rules” for group 
work/collaboration should seek guidance from the course professor, academic 
advisor, or the Undergraduate Associate Dean. When misconduct has been found to 
have occurred, disciplinary penalties will be imposed under Policy 71 – Student 
Discipline, which can be found here http://arts.uwaterloo.ca/faculty-staff/index#ai 
  
Appeals: A student may appeal the finding and/or penalty in a decision made under 
Policy 70 - Student Petitions and Grievances (other than regarding a petition) or 
Policy 71 - Student Discipline if a ground for an appeal can be established. Read 
Policy 72 - Student Appeals, also at http://arts.uwaterloo.ca/faculty-staff/index#ai 
 

 
Accommodations for Persons with Disabilities 
 
The AccessAbility Office (AO), located in Needles Hall, Room 1132, collaborates with 
all academic departments to arrange appropriate accommodations for students with 
disabilities. If you require academic accommodations (such as alternate test and exam 
arrangements) please register with the AO at the beginning of each academic term and 
inform the course instructor. 
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