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Course Schedule and Lecture Content
IMPORTANT: ALL TIMES EASTERN - Please see the University Policies section of your Syllabus for details

Lecture
Number Lecture Title Readings Audio 

Files
Activities and 
Assignments Due Date Weight 

(%)

Note

The square bracket indicates an optional reading. It is, nonetheless, strongly recommended 
that you read most of the resource articles collected in the Supplementary Readings. The articles 
are provided to stimulate your further thinking on the plays they relate to, to introduce some 
main critical approaches to Shakespeare study, to serve as a resource for essay writing, and 
also to supply materials for Assignment 2.

Lecture
Notes

A PDF file of the lecture notes for this course is available here: Lecture Notes.

Audio
Files

To download, right click on the "download" link and click "Save Target As".

1

Introduction Listen / 
Download

Introduce 
Yourself to Your 
Classmates

Monday of Week 
2: January 14, 
2013, 11:55 pm

Ungraded

Inform 
Instructor if 
Opting Out of 
Turnitin 
Assignment 
Submission

Monday of Week 
2: January 14, 
2013, 11:55 pm

2

Measure for 
Measure Part 1

Play Measure 
for Measure

Listen / 
Download

Post Response 
to Measure for 
Measure

Wednesday of 
Week 3: January 
23, 2013, 11:55 
pm

3
Measure for 
Measure Part 2

Listen / 
Download

4
Measure for 
Measure Part 3

[SR: Dawson]
[SR: McLuskie]

Listen / 
Download

5

Measure for 
Measure Part 4

View BBC film 
of Measure for 
Measure

Listen / 
Download

Post Response 
to the BBC Film 
Measure for 
Measure

Wednesday of 
Week 3: January 
23, 2013, 11:55 
pm

6

Hamlet Part 1 Play Hamlet Listen / 
Download

Post Response 
to Hamlet

Wednesday of 
Week 3: January 
23, 2013, 11:55 
pm

7 Hamlet Part 2 Listen / 
Download

8 Hamlet Part 3 [SR: Jackson] Listen / 
Download

9 Hamlet Part 4 Listen / 
Download

10

Hamlet Part 5 [SR: Smith]
[SR: Mack]

Listen / 
Download

For students not 
using Turnitin, 
submit 
Assignment 1 
detailed outline 
to instructor

Wednesday of 
Week 2: January 
16, 2013, 11:55 
pm

Assignment 1 Wednesday of 
Week 3: January 

15%
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23, 2013, 11:55 
pm

11

Troilus and 
Cressida Part 1

Play Troilus and 
Cressida

Listen / 
Download

Post Response 
to Troilus and 
Cressida

Wednesday of 
Week 6: February 
13, 2013, 11:55 
pm

12
Troilus and 
Cressida Part 2

[SR: Elton]
[SR: Barfoot]
[SR: Howard]

Listen / 
Download

13
Troilus and 
Cressida Part 3

Listen / 
Download

14

Othello Part 1 Play Othello
[SR: Berry]

Listen / 
Download

Post Response 
to Othello

Wednesday of 
Week 6: February 
13, 2013, 11:55 
pm

15

Othello Part 2 Intensive 
reading in 
resource 
articles in the 
Book of Readings

Listen / 
Download

For students not 
using Turnitin, 
submit 
Assignment 2 
detailed outline 
to instructor

Wednesday of 
Week 5: February 
6, 2013, 11:55 
pm

Assignment 2 Wednesday of 
Week 6: February 
13, 2013, 11:55 
pm

15%

READING WEEK (Sunday, February 17, 2013 to Saturday, February 23, 2013)

16

King Lear Part 1 Play King Lear Listen / 
Download

Post Response 
to King Lear

Wednesday of 
Week 10, March 
20, 2013, 11:55 
pm

17 King Lear Part 2 [SR: Zitner] Listen / 
Download

18 King Lear Part 3 Listen / 
Download

19

The Winter's Tale
Part 1

Play The 
Winter's Tale

Listen / 
Download

Post Response 
to The Winter's 
Tale

Wednesday of 
Week 10, March 
20, 2013, 11:55 
pm

20
The Winter's Tale
Part 2

[SR: Felperin]
[SR: Erickson]

Listen / 
Download

21

The Winter's Tale
Part 3

Listen / 
Download

For students not 
using Turnitin, 
submit 
Assignment 3 
detailed outline 
to instructor

Wednesday of 
Week 9, March 13, 
2013, 11:55 pm

Assignment 3 Wednesday of 
Week 10, March 
20, 2013, 11:55 
pm

25%

Discussion Posts Total 5%

Final Exam Final Exam Information 40%

Final Examination Arrangement and Schedule

In courses with a final exam, students who are exclusively taking online classes must provide examination arrangement 

information, using Quest, by Friday of Week 3. (Students taking one or more on-campus classes in addition to an online 

Winter 2013 DRAMA 387/ENGL 363 University of Waterloo

Generated by the Centre for Extended Learning



class within the same term do not need to provide exam centre information. Those exams will automatically be scheduled 

to be written at the University of Waterloo.)

Examination schedule details will be available on Quest approximately four weeks prior to the exam date. For instructions 

on how to find exam information, go to the Quest Help page.

Official Grades and Course Access

Official Grades and Academic Standings are available through Quest.

Your access to this course will continue for the duration of the current term. You will not have access to this course once 

the next term begins.
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Communication

Email/Discussions

Administrative questions or technical problems with Waterloo LEARN should be directed to the Centre for Extended 
Learning office at extendedlearning@uwaterloo.ca.

Questions relating to academic issues (e.g. course content, deadlines, etc.) can be directed to your instructor, Michael 

MacDonald, at m2macdonald@uwaterloo.ca.

Your instructor checks email and the "Ask the Instructor" discussion topic frequently and will make every effort to reply to 

your questions within 24–48 hours, Monday to Friday.

A "General Discussion" topic has also been made available to allow students to communicate with peers in the course. Your 

instructor may drop in at this discussion topic but will not participate in the discussions.

News

Your instructor may use the News section of the Course Home page to make announcements during the term to 

communicate with students.

To ensure you are viewing the complete list of news items, you may need to click Show All.
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Course Description and Objectives

Course Description

English 363 / Drama 387 focuses on the plays Shakespeare wrote in the second half of his career, from 1600 on. The course 

provides intensive coverage of six plays: Measure for Measure, Hamlet, Troilus and Cressida, Othello, King Lear, and The 

Winter's Tale. Close study of the plays is encouraged, with attention given to Shakespeare's accomplishments in language, 

to his techniques of plot construction, and to elements of his stage craft. The lectures reflect on social and political 

themes, and they assess the intellectual contribution of Shakespeare's writings. Attention is given to Shakespeare's interest 
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in making his medium – language or play-acting – a part of his theme. The lectures discuss the late 16th-century and early 

17th-century contexts from which the plays arise, but they also reflect on the uses to which Shakespeare's works are put in 

the present day. The course introduces students to developments in Shakespeare studies.

Objectives

English 363 / Drama 387 has four related objectives.

1. It aims to make you fully conversant with six Shakespeare plays.

2. It aims to give you a vocabulary and skills for the close reading and analysis of Shakespeare's plays, skills which you 

can transfer to other plays and texts.

3. It aims to encourage interrogative thinking about the plays, not the possession of truths but the generating of issues 
and the testing out of alternative positions.

4. It aims to help you improve your writing ability.
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About the Course Author

Lynne Magnusson

Please note that the course author is not involved in the ongoing 

delivery and administration of this course. Communication 

regarding course content should be addressed to the instructor.

Professor Lynne Magnusson was born in Winnipeg, Manitoba, of 

Icelandic-Canadian origin. An enthusiastic student in both the 

Sciences and the Arts when she was in high school, a gymnast and 

an aspiring ballet dancer, she chose to pursue studies in English 

literature at the University of Manitoba and, later, graduate 

studies in Shakespeare and Renaissance literature at the 

University of Toronto. The subject of her Ph.D. dissertation at 

Toronto was "Approaches to Shakespeare's Later Style," and 

Shakespeare's language has been an absorbing interest ever since.

Professor Magnusson joined the English faculty at the University of Waterloo in 1984. She devotes most of her time and 

energy to teaching Shakespeare and developing courses in stylistics at both the undergraduate and graduate levels, to co-

directing a biennial conference on Elizabethan Theatre, and to writing a book relating Shakespeare's dialogue to current 

studies of everyday conversation. She has published many articles on Shakespeare's plays and on women writers, both 

modern and Elizabethan. At the same time, Professor Magnusson is becoming increasingly interested and vocal in social 

issues in the university environment, especially issues involving employment and gender equity. In her spare time, she 

enjoys hiking on the Grand River and the Bruce Trail. Her life seems to her to become better and more interesting with each 

passing year, as she discovers her life taking shapes she never imagined as a young girl and feels herself developing abilities 

it never occurred to her to want. She hopes that her students will be able to share in their own lives this sense she 

increasingly has of discovery and improvisation, of composing lives that might develop some rich alternatives to the set 

traditional patterns.
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Materials and Resources

Textbooks
Required

◦ The Complete Pelican Shakespeare. Stephen Orgel and A.R. Braunmuller, eds., Viking Penguin, 2002.

◦ Supplementary Readings, University of Waterloo, Revised 2004.

Recommended

◦ The Little Brown Compact Handbook. Jane E. Aaron and Aimée Morrison.

Other

◦ BBC Shakespeare Series films available on the "Theatre in Video" online database through the University of Waterloo 

library website which is available to UW students with a valid WatCard. To access this resource, you will need to 
connect through the library proxy server. You can then access the video database a 
http://uwaterloo.ativ.alexanderstreet.com.proxy.lib.uwaterloo.ca/.

For textbook ordering information, please contact the Waterloo Bookstore.

For your convenience, you can compile a list of required and optional course materials through BookLook using your 
Quest userID and password. If you are having difficulties ordering online and wish to call the Waterloo Bookstore, their 
phone number is +1 519 888 4673 or toll-free at +1 866 330 7933. Please be aware that textbook orders CANNOT be 
taken over the phone.

Course/Lecture Notes
◦ The course/lecture notes can be accessed via the Course Schedule. If desired, they can be purchased through 

BookLook.

Resources
◦ University of Waterloo Library (Services for Students taking Online Courses)
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Grade Breakdown
The following table represents the grade breakdown of this course.

Activities and Assignments Weight (%)

Assignment 1 15%

Assignment 2 15%

Assignment 3 25%

Play Responses 5%

Final Exam 40%
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Course Policies

TURNITIN

Plagiarism detection software (Turnitin) will be used to screen assignments in this course. This is being done to verify that 

use of all materials and sources in assignments is documented. Students will be given an option if they do not want to have 

their assignment screened by Turnitin. Details will be provided about arrangements and alternatives for the use of Turnitin 

in this course.

LATE ASSIGNMENTS

Late assignments submitted without prior arrangement or official documentation will be penalized at a rate of 2% per day, 

including weekends, and may require a longer turnaround time for feedback.
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University Policies

Submission Times

Please be aware that the University of Waterloo is located in the Eastern Time Zone (GMT or UTC-5 during standard time 

and UTC-4 during daylight saving time) and, as such, the time that your activities and/or assignments are due is based on 

this zone. If you are outside the Eastern Time Zone and require assistance with converting your time, please try the 

Ontario, Canada Time Converter.

Accommodation Due to Illness
If your instructor has provided specific procedures for you to follow if you miss assignment due dates, term tests, or 

a final examination, adhere to those instructions. Otherwise:

MISSED ASSIGNMENTS/TESTS/QUIZZES

Contact the instructor as soon as you realize there will be a problem, and preferably within 48 hours, but no more than 72 

hours, have a medical practitioner complete a Verification of Illness Form.

Email a scanned copy of the Verification of Illness Form to your instructor, and mail a hard copy to:

Centre for Extended Learning

University of Waterloo

200 University Avenue West

Waterloo, Ontario, Canada N2L 3G1

In your email to the instructor, provide your name, student ID number, and exactly what course activity you missed.

If your instructor agrees to re-open a time-limited component, our technical support staff (extendedlearning@uwaterloo.ca) 

will require an email from the instructor granting permission to allow you access.
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Further information regarding Management of Requests for Accommodation Due to Illness can be found on the Student 

Medical Clinic website.

MISSED FINAL EXAMINATIONS

If you are unable to write a final examination due to illness, seek medical treatment and provide confirmation of illness to 

the Centre for Extended Learning within 48 hours by emailing a scanned copy of the completed University of 

Waterloo Verification of Illness Form to support your request for accommodation. In your email, provide your name, student 

ID number, and the examination(s) missed. You will be REQUIRED to hand in the original completed form at the time you 

write the make-up examination, which should be within a week of having missed your exam. The original completed form 

must be received before you are able to write a re-scheduled exam.

Further information about Accommodation Due to Illness regulations are available in the Undergraduate Calendar.

Academic Integrity

In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of the University of Waterloo community are expected to 

promote honesty, trust, fairness, respect, and responsibility. If you have not already completed the online tutorial 
regarding academic integrity you should do so as soon as possible. Undergraduate students should see the Academic 

Integrity Tutorial and graduate students should see the Academic Integrity Website for Graduate Students.

For further information on academic integrity, please visit the Office of Academic Integrity.

Discipline
A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity to avoid committing an academic offence, and to take 

responsibility for his/her actions. A student who is unsure whether an action constitutes an offence, or who needs help in 

learning how to avoid offences (e.g., plagiarism, cheating) or about “rules” for group work/collaboration should seek 

guidance from the course instructor, academic advisor, or the undergraduate Associate Dean. For information on categories 

of offences and types of penalties, students should refer to Policy 71, Student Discipline. For typical penalties 

check Guidelines for the Assessment of Penalties.

Appeals

A decision made or penalty imposed under Policy 70, Student Petitions and Grievances, (other than a petition) or Policy 71, 

Student Discipline, may be appealed if there is a ground. A student who believes he/she has a ground for an appeal should 

refer to Policy 72, Student Appeals.

Grievance

A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of his/her university life has been unfair or unreasonable may 

have grounds for initiating a grievance. Read Policy 70, Student Petitions and Grievances, Section 4. When in doubt please 

be certain to contact the department’s administrative assistant who will provide further assistance.

Final Grades

In accordance with Policy 19, the Centre for Extended Learning does not release final examination grades or final course 

grades to students. Students must go to Quest to see all final grades. Any grades posted in Waterloo Learn are unofficial.
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Note for Students with Disabilities

AccessAbility Services, located in Needles Hall, Room 1132, collaborates with all academic departments to arrange 

appropriate accommodations for students with disabilities without compromising the academic integrity of the curriculum. 

If you require academic accommodation to lessen the impact of your disability, please register with AccessAbility Services 

at the beginning of each academic term and for each course.

Use of Computing and Network Resources

Please see the Guidelines on Use of Waterloo Computing and Network Resources.

Copyright Information
uWaterloo’s Web Pages

All rights, including copyright, images, slides, audio, and video components, of the content of this course are owned by the 

course author, unless otherwise stated. These Web pages are owned or controlled by the University of Waterloo, Centre for 

Extended Learning. By accessing the Web pages, you agree that you may only download the content for your own personal, 

non-commercial use. You are not permitted to copy, broadcast, download, store (in any medium), transmit, show or play in 

public, adapt or change in any way the content of these Web pages for any other purpose whatsoever without the prior 

written permission of the course author and the University of Waterloo, Centre for Extended Learning.

Other Sources

Respect the copyright of others and abide by all copyright notices and regulations when using the computing facilities 

provided for your course of study by the University of Waterloo. No material on the Internet or World Wide Web may be 

reproduced or distributed in any material form or in any medium, without permission from copyright holders or their 

assignees. To support your course of study, the University of Waterloo has provided hypertext links to relevant Web sites, 

resources, and services on the Web. These resources must be used in accordance with any registration requirements or 

conditions which may be specified. You must be aware that in providing such hypertext links the University of Waterloo has 

not authorized any acts (including reproduction or distribution) which, if undertaken without permission of copyright owners 

or their assignees, may be infringement of copyright. Permission for such acts can only be granted by copyright owners or 

their assignees.

If there are any questions about this notice, please contact the University of Waterloo, Centre for Extended Learning, 

Waterloo, Ontario, Canada, N2L 3G1 or by email.
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