
DAC 202: Fall 2011 
Designing Digital Film

Class Time: 11:30-02:20F   ECH 1205 
Instructor: Professor Glenn Stillar
Contact: gstillar@uwaterloo.ca 
Office Time: TBA

Course Details
DAC 202 introduces students to a theory and practice model for digital video design. DAC 
202 explores the relationship between the 'grammar' of "lm and the narrative goals of a 
"lm. e Fall 2011 course will focus on understanding a theory of visual design in terms of 
storytelling. at is, we will use a grammar of "lm to explore, explain, critique, and evaluate 
production practices as well as their impact as narratives meant to engage an audience. 
Students will also learn basic skills for digital video and audio production: using cameras 
and other production equipment, story-boarding, pre-production planning, shot 
composition, camera movement, sequencing, editing, and mastering. Please note that DAC 
202 is not a course about how to use digital video editing software.  

Learning Outcomes 
"lm production skills / pre- and post-production skills / project and client management / 
understanding and application of a theory of visual design / critical skills and methods for 
analysis / group and individual work / digital portfolio

Materials Required

Course textbooks: 

1. Mercado, Gustavo. 2011. e Filmmaker's Eye: learning (and breaking) the rules of  
cinematic composition. Focal Press. (available in bookstore or online as .pdf 
purchase at focalpress.com)

2. ompson, Roy and Christopher Bowen. 2009. Grammar of the Shot. Second 
Edition. Focal Press. (available online as .pdf purchase at focalpress.com)

Access to: 
• video editing software, back-up hard-drive storage, headphones



Course Conduct
DAC 202 places the bulk of your reading and research at the start of the course, with 
production and post-production being the focus in the second half. Students are expected to 
have readings completed for each week and come prepared to discuss, question, and 
comment on course materials. Also, DAC 202 has a very signi"cant group-work 
component, so everyone is called upon to communicate fairly and effectively, and to ful"l 
their group-work roles and responsibilities. Film-making is a collaborative art and requires 
commitment and follow-through on everyone's part in order to be successful. DAC 202 
students are privileged to have access to state-of-the-art DSLR "lm-making equipment and 
agree to following rules, expectations, and practices associated with the use of this 
equipment.

Schedule of Activities and Due Dates
Date Topics Readings Deliverables

Sept 16 Course Introduction Purchase texts

Sept 23 DSLR Operation – 60D Kits Chapters 1-3 in Thompson and 
Bowen

Sept 30 Principles of Composition Chapter 4 in Thompson and 
Bowen

Oct 7 Narrative and Image System

Project Development

pp. 1-28 in Mercado Digital Stills Assignment

Oct 14 Shooting Narrative Fiction Chapters 5-6 in Thompson and 
Bowen

pp. 29-106 in Mercado

Synopsis/Treatment

Oct 21 Pre-Production pp. 107-173 in Mercado Test Sequence

Oct 28 MIDTERM

Nov 4 Workshop and consultation  Storyboard, Script

Nov 11 Sound Production and Editing TBA

Nov 18 Workshop and consultation

Nov 25 Workshop and consultation

Dec 2 Screening of all class films Narrative Film

Narrative Film Analysis



Evaluation
DAC 202 combines group (G) and individual (I) evaluation for the following assignments:

Assignment Brief Description Due Date %

Digital Stills Assignment (I) Basic composition tests. Stills. October 14 5

Test Sequence (G) 1:00 – 1:30 test sequence for your film October 21 10

Midterm (I) 2 Hour in-class written exam covering 
reading materials to this date

October 28 25

Synopsis/Treatment, 
Storyboard, Script (G)

Pre-production materials 10

Narrative Film (G) Your group's film in appropriate format December 2 30

Narrative Film Analysis (I) Your individual analysis of your film December 2 or 9 10

Student Engagement and 
Group Work Participation (I)

Attendance (-1 mark for absent) and 
Group Work Journal

10

Formats, Requirements, and Evaluation criteria will be established before each assignment 100

Important Information
Cross-listed course: Please note that a cross-listed course will count in all respective averages no matter under which rubric it has  
been taken. For example, a PHIL/PSCI cross-list will count in a Philosophy major average, even if the course was taken under  
the Political Science rubric.
Academic Integrity: In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of the University of Waterloo are expected to  
promote honesty, trust, fairness, respect and responsibility. 
Discipline: A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity, to avoid committing academic o ffences, and to 
take responsibility for his/her actions. A student who is unsure whether an action constitutes an offence, or who needs help in 
learning how to avoid offences (e.g., plagiarism, cheating) or about “rules” for group work/collaboration should seek guidance 
from the course professor, academic advisor, or the Undergraduate Associate Dean. When misconduct has been found to have  
occurred, disciplinary penalties will be imposed under Policy 71 – Student Discipline. For information on categories of o ffenses 
and types of penalties, students should refer to Policy 71 - Student Discipline,  
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy71.htm 
Grievance: A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of his/her university life has been unfair or unreasonable 
may have grounds for initiating a grievance. Read Policy 70 - Student Petitions and Grievances, Section 4,  
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy70.htm 
Appeals: A student may appeal the "nding and/or penalty in a decision made under Policy 70 - Student Petitions and Grievances  
(other than regarding a petition) or Policy 71 - Student Discipline if a ground for an appeal can be established. Read Policy 72 -  
Student Appeals, http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy72.htm 
Academic Integrity website (Arts): http://arts.uwaterloo.ca/arts/ugrad/academic_responsibility.html 
Academic Integrity Office (UW): http://uwaterloo.ca/academicintegrity/ 
Note for students with disabilities: e Office for Persons with Disabilities (OPD), located in Needles Hall, Room 1132,  
collaborates with all academic departments to arrange appropriate accommodations for students with disabilities without  
compromising the academic integrity of the curriculum. If you require academic accommodations to lessen the impact of your  
disability, please register with the OPD at the beginning of each academic term. 


