
English 408A: Writing for the Media         
Instructor:  J. Andrew Deman – jademan@uwaterloo.ca

Time: Tues 6:30-9:20
Room: HH 2107
Office: E3 3173 

Office Hours: Th 6:00-7:00 

Course Description:
This course examines the genres and strategies of both journalism and public 
relations. With a strong orientation towards rhetorical and linguistic theories, 
this course will cover audience concerns from both within and outside 
organizations.

Required Texts:
Media Writing by Craig Batty and Sandra 
Cain

Convergence Culture by Henry Jenkins

Written Assignments 
Each week, you will be asked to produce a written assignment that will require you to 
employ the media writing principles that we read and discuss in class. There are 10 
assignments in total, but students will only produce 9. Basically, you get to take one 
assignment off. Details of each assignment will be provided through the course 
website. Please note that any unexcused absences from workshop will result in an 
automatic deduction of 20 points from your mark for that particular assignment, 
unless, of course, it's the one you're taking off.

Final Test
The test exists to reflect you ability to keep up with the lectures and readings. Held in-
class on our last day of lecture, this will be a closed book exam style test that will 
require you to answer a series of questions on the course material that we have 
covered. 

Analysis Essay
This essay, due July 30, will require you to think critically about the traditional media 
writing concepts discussed in the first half of our course alongside the new media and 
convergence concepts that are discussed in the second half of our course. You will 
compose a brief (6-10 page) academic essay on a topic chosen from a list of options. 
Full details of this assignment will be provided on the website in advance.

Note: All written work submitted late will be subject to a penalty of 10 marks (out of 100) per day, 
including weekends.
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Schedule (subject to alteration)

DATE READING TOPIC ASSIGNMENT
May 7 None Introduction None
May 14 Batty & Cain ch. 1 Newspaper Writing Assignment 1
May 21 Batty & Cain ch. 2 Magazine Writing Assignment 2
May 28 Batty & Cain ch. 3 Broadcast Journalism Assignment 3
June 4 Batty & Cain ch. 4 Public Relations Assignment 4
June 11 Batty & Cain ch. 5 Advertising Copy Assignment 5
June 18 Batty & Cain ch. 7 Documentary Assignment 6
June 25 Jenkins ch. 1 Collective Intelligence Assignment 7
July 2 Jenkins ch. 2 Affective Economics Assignment 8
July 9 Jenkins ch. 5 Participatory Culture Assignment 9
July 16 Jenkins ch. 6 Convergence Politics Assignment 10
July 23 None IN-CLASS TEST TEST
July 30 None None Essay

Academic Integrity: In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of the University of Waterloo community are expected to promote 
honesty, trust, fairness, respect and responsibility. [Check www.uwaterloo.ca/academicintegrity/ for more information.] 
 Grievance: A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of his/her university life has been unfair or unreasonable may have grounds for 
initiating a grievance. Read Policy 70, 
Student Petitions and Grievances, Section 4, www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy70.htm.  When in doubt please be certain to contact the 
department.’s administrative assistant who will provide further assistance. 
Discipline: A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity [check www.uwaterloo.ca/academicintegrity/] to avoid committing an 
academic offence, and to take responsibility for his/her actions. A student who is unsure whether an action constitutes an offence, or who needs help in 
learning how to avoid offences (e.g., plagiarism, cheating) or about .“rules.” for group work/collaboration should seek guidance from the course 
instructor, academic advisor, or the undergraduate Associate Dean. For information on categories of offences and types of penalties, students should 
refer to Policy 71, Student Discipline, www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy71.htm. For typical penalties check Guidelines for the Assessment 
of Penalties,  www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/guidelines/penaltyguidelines.htm. 
Appeals: A decision made or penalty imposed under Policy 70 (Student Petitions and Grievances) (other than a petition) or Policy 71 (Student Discipline) 
may be appealed if there is a ground. A student who believes he/she has a ground for an appeal should refer to Policy 72 (Student Appeals)  
www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy72.htm. 
Note for Students with Disabilities: The Office for Persons with Disabilities (OPD), located in Needles Hall, Room 1132, collaborates with all academic 
departments to arrange appropriate accommodations for students with disabilities without compromising the academic integrity of the curriculum. If 
you require academic accommodations to lessen the impact of your disability, please register with the OPD at the beginning of each academic term. 
Test conflicts:
Instructors in other courses occasionally schedule tests during our class time. In case of such a conflict, the instructor scheduling the test is required to 
make alternate arrangements for students with a conflict. See "Other tests and examinations" in the University of Waterloo Examination Regulations 
and Related Matters (http://www.registrar.uwaterloo.ca/exams/ExamRegs.pdf.)  So, if another instructor creates a conflict with this class, bring the 
conflict to that instructor's attention and make alternate arrangements with him or her.
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