
English 410D 

Eighteenth-Century Fiction 

Fall 2011: Wednesdays 7:00-9:50; ML 354 

Dr. Shannon Hartling 

Office: ML 254C 

Email: shartling@uwaterloo.ca 

Office Hours: TBA 

 

Course Description: In The Rise of the Novel, Ian Watt asserts that the new literary 

form, as pioneered by Defoe, Richardson, and Fielding, was characterized by a realism 

that does not merely invert romance by portraying “life from the seamy side,” but rather 

“attempts to portray all the varieties of human experience, and not merely those suited to 

one particular literary perspective.”  This course will explore a selection of novels by 

pivotal eighteenth-century writers in light of this multiplicity of experience. 

 

Course Objectives:  

 to become critically engaged with influential works of eighteenth-century fiction 

 to explore these works within the context of the rise of the novel 

 to explore some of the cultural conditions that produced these works 

 

Required texts: 

Daniel Defoe   Moll Flanders 

Samuel Richardson  Pamela 

Henry Fielding  Joseph Andrews and Shamela 

Sarah Fielding   The Adventures of David Simple, and Volume the Last 

Laurence Sterne  The Life and Opinions of Tristram Shandy, Gentleman* 

Jane Austen   Sense and Sensibility 

 
*Note: while I recommend that you purchase the recommended editions--available in the bookstore--of all 

of the texts to maintain consistent pagination, I require the Penguin edition of Tristram Shandy 

 

Course Requirements and Overview 

 

Assignments   Weight   Due Date 
Presentation      20%    Throughout Term 

Midterm      15%    October 26 

Essay         40%    November 23 

Final Test      25%    November 30 

 

Presentations 

Student presentations will explore the cultural context in which the texts we study in this 

course were produced.  Students will work in groups and will present their research in a 

manner which explores the relationship between the historical situation and the material 

studied.  Various aspects of eighteenth-century law, medicine, moral philosophy, 

aesthetic theory, material culture, are open for study, and you may pursue areas of 

interest to you so long as you present a proposal to me and I approve that proposal. The 



presentation includes a written component--an outline and bibliography to be handed in 

on the day of the presentation. 

 

Midterm 

The midterm will be held during the first hour of class on October 26.  It will consist of 

identification of passages from the works studied until October 19, and short-answer 

questions.   

 

Essay 

Topics for the major essay will be handed out in class well in advance of the due date.  

The major essay will be a research assignment and will explore connections between at 

least two of the texts studied in the course; you may pursue your own topic of interest so 

long as you present a proposal to me and I approve that proposal.  The essays must be 

written and documented in MLA style. 

 

Final Test 

The final test will be held during class time on the last day of class.  It will consist of one 

or two short answer sections involving identification and significance of quotations 

and/or definition of terms, and one or two essay questions.  Each section of the test will 

involve a choice of questions.   

 

Late and Missed Test and Assignments:  A penalty of 5% per school day will be levied 

for any assignment handed in late without prior permission or documented emergency.  

The midterm and final test may not be rescheduled without adequate documentation (i.e. 

a doctor’s note indicating an illness which will significantly impact performance).  

Failure to provide adequate documentation will result in a zero on the test. 

 

NOTE: for the purposes of late or missed tests or assignments, a “valid reason” for 

absence or lateness includes significant illness, family emergency, impassable weather 

conditions, accident, etc..  It does not include vacations or assignments in other classes. 

 

If you do not hand in your hard copy of your essay during class time, you must submit it 

to the English department drop box in Hagey Hall.  I require a hard copy, but recommend 

that you also submit a copy of your essay as an email attachment as backup at the time 

that you submit your hard copy. 

 

 

 

Cross-Listed Course 

Please note that a cross-listed course will count in all respective averages no matter under which 

rubric it has been taken.  For example, a PHIL/PSCI cross-list will count in a Philosophy major 

average, even if the course was taken under the political science rubric. 

 

 

 

 



Academic Integrity: 

Academic Integrity: In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members 

of the University of Waterloo are expected to promote honesty, trust, fairness, 

respect and responsibility. 

Discipline: A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity, to 

avoid committing academic offences, and to take responsibility for his/her actions. 

A student who is unsure whether an action constitutes an offence, or who needs 

help in learning how to avoid offences (e.g., plagiarism, cheating) or about “rules” 

for group work/collaboration should seek guidance from the course professor, 

academic advisor, or the Undergraduate Associate Dean. When misconduct has 

been found to have occurred, disciplinary penalties will be imposed under Policy 71 

– Student Discipline. For information on categories of offenses and types of 

penalties, students should refer to Policy 71 - Student Discipline, 

http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy71.htm  

Grievance: A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of his/her 

university life has been unfair or unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a 

grievance. Read Policy 70 - Student Petitions and Grievances, Section 4, 

http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy70.htm  

Appeals: A student may appeal the finding and/or penalty in a decision made under 

Policy 70 - Student Petitions and Grievances (other than regarding a petition) or 

Policy 71 - Student Discipline if a ground for an appeal can be established. Read 

Policy 72 - Student Appeals, 

http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy72.htm 

Academic Integrity website (Arts): 
http://arts.uwaterloo.ca/arts/ugrad/academic_responsibility.html 

Academic  Integrity Office (UW): http://uwaterloo.ca/academicintegrity/ 

 

Accommodation for Students with Disabilities: 

Note for students with disabilities: The Office for Persons with Disabilities 

(OPD), located in Needles Hall, Room 1132, collaborates with all academic 

departments to arrange appropriate accommodations for students with disabilities 

without compromising the academic integrity of the curriculum.  If you require 

academic accommodations to lessen the impact of your disability, please register 

with the OPD at the beginning of each academic term. 
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Schedule of Classes 

(Schedule subject to change) 

 

 

Sept. 14  Introduction; begin Moll Flanders 

   

Sept. 21  Moll Flanders 

 

Sept. 28  Pamela 

 

Oct. 05  Pamela and Shamela 

 

Oct. 12  Joseph Andrews 

 

Oct. 19  David Simple 

 

Oct. 26  Midterm; David Simple, Volume the Last 

 

Nov. 02  Tristram Shandy 

 

Nov. 09  Tristram Shandy 

 

Nov. 16  Sense and Sensibility 

 

Nov. 23  Sense and Sensibility; Essay Due 

 

Nov. 30  Final Test 

 


