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University of Waterloo 
Department of English Language & Literature 

ENGL 430A 
Literature of the Romantic Period 1 

Fall 2018 
Tuesday and Thursday, 4:00-5:20 pm, HH 138 

Instructor Information 
Instructor: John Savarese 
Office: Hagey Hall 143 
Office Phone: extension 33019 
Office Hours: Tuesdays 10-11, Thursdays 11-12 (and by appointment) 
Email: john.savarese@uwaterloo.ca 
I will generally respond to emails within 24 hours, Mon-Fri from 9 am-5pm. 
 

Course Description 
Often characterized as an “Age of Revolution,” the Romantic era saw variety of approaches to 
and breaks with tradition, from politics to poetic style. In the hands of someone like William 
Blake, the literary imagination was not only capable of producing new, unprecedented artworks, 
but was also the means for interrogating things as they are and imagining society’s 
transformation. On the other hand, some of the period’s major literary achievements have been 
understood as reactions against that very premise, rejecting literature’s social and political 
contexts and turning instead to idealized versions of nature, aesthetic beauty, or the inward 
domain of feeling and memory. This course will examine that fundamental tension in Romantic 
writing and the variety of literary forms (and concepts of literature) it produced. 

Course Goals and Learning Outcomes 
Upon completion of the course, students should be able to: 
- Demonstrate familiarity with major works, genres, and ideas of the early Romantic period 
- Be aware of characteristics usually attributed to “Romanticism,” but also be able to discuss 
particular texts in more nuanced, concrete, and particularized ways 
- Read texts formally, thematically, contextually, and intertextually 
- Make a persuasive claim about a text, and defend it by attending closely to textual evidence 

Required Texts 
• William Blake, The Marriage of Heaven and Hell (any fully illustrated edition; digital 

edition on reserve) 
• Jane Austen, Northanger Abbey (any edition) 
• William Wordsworth and Samuel Taylor Coleridge, Lyrical Ballads (I recommend the 

Broadview edition, but we also have a good scholarly edition available for free download 
through course reserves). 

• Charlotte Smith, Major Poetic Works (Broadview edition) 
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Note on required texts: however you access the texts, please make sure you can refer to them 
directly and easily in class. For course reserves, see the main LEARN page, under “Library 
Resources” at the bottom left of the screen. 

Readings Available on LEARN 
• Coursepack including all other readings; please have access to these in class, either by 

printing them out or by making sure your means of digital access is reliable. 

Course Requirements and Assessment 
Assessment  Date of Evaluation Weighting 
Participation Logs Ongoing 20% 
Response Papers Weekly 25% 
Presentation Sign up in advance 5% 
Take-Home Midterm 11 October 20% 
Project Proposal 15 November 10% 
Final Project 13 December 20% 
Total  100% 

Participation Logs 
These marks recognize your attendance, active listening, and participation in the day’s verbal 
and written activities. Each week, you should log the ways you participated on the Participation 
Log (template available on LEARN), and turn your log in along with your midterm and your 
final project.  
1 point per class (since we have 22 in-person meetings, this means you can miss 2 classes for 
emergencies without penalty.) 

Weekly Response Papers (10 at 2 points each) 
Content: These do not need to be fully developed essays, but should a) identify an interesting 
feature or moment in one of the texts, b) work with a particular passage from it with some degree 
of specificity, and c) propose some directions that a conversation of this issue might take, and 
that the class might take up when we meet. Common examples here are: research questions that 
might emerge; points of confusion (maybe clarifications you need, or maybe contradictions or 
tensions in the text itself); connections to other texts.  
 
Format: For each normal week of class (i.e., all but weeks 1, 6, and 13) I have created a 
discussion board. Each of these 10 weeks, you should write 300 words in a post of your own 
(posted by class time Thursday), and at least one comment on one of your classmates’ posts (any 
time in the week following). While these posts always wind up informing class discussion, we 
will leave some time each Thursday to address them specifically. 

Presentation Series 
 On Tuesdays, one or two students will run 10 minutes of the class. The conceit of this portion of 
the class is “Romantic Presentism”: what’s a current text (in any medium, from political 
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commentary to film to video games) that bears comparison with one of our texts for the day? 
Sign up in advance for a particular slot. 
 
Presentations should take about five minutes (to be followed by 5 minutes of class discussion), 
and should do three basic things:  
a) identify and describe the text you have chosen;  
b) explain its relevance to thematic or formal issues we have identified in the course, and/or 
intertextual relationship with Romantic works 
c) suggest some avenues for discussion. What does it show us about Romanticism’s continued 
influence? Or, what does a focus on the present enable us to see (or see differently) about the 
Romantic past? 

Midterm 
Take-home format (two essay style answers in response to given prompts). Will be made 
available one week in advance, and is due to the LEARN dropbox by October 11, 11:59 pm.  

Final Project Proposal 
400-500 words outlining a question you wish to pursue in a final project. You may wish to 
discuss possible projects with me informally before writing up the formal proposal. The proposal 
itself should: identify your object of study (what text or texts, and what aspect of them, will you 
be looking at); your main research objectives (what question do you want to answer?); your 
methods (what type of analysis will you use?); what has been said about this topic already (who 
has written on similar subjects? What will you be doing to build on their work, or to supply 
something that is missing from existing conversations?). You don’t yet need to anticipate your 
conclusions, but if you can, or if you can suggest why this work might matter, you can certainly 
include that too. [Note: be advised that research proposals, in whatever context, are an exercise 
in imagining what something will look like before you’ve actually done it. The goal is to show 
that you have a viable project, not to have done all the work already; and the final product often 
looks different than what was proposed.] Due to LEARN by 22 November (and bring to class for 
our final meeting workshop). 

Final Project 
10-page research paper on any topic relevant to the semester’s readings (to be determined in 
consultation with the instructor, at a minimum via feedback on the written proposal). You may 
choose to develop ideas that began in one of your weekly response papers.  
 
While specific organization and methods of analysis vary, all papers should contain 1) an 
original, argumentative claim, 2) substantial engagement with quoted material, “unpacking” your 
quotations, not just citing them in passing, and with at least one place where you offer a 
sustained “close reading” of a particular passage; and 3) an engagement with at least two prior, 
credible scholarly sources (books, book chapters, or articles) on your subject. Due to LEARN 
during the first week of final exams (i.e., by December 13 at 11:59 pm). 
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Week Date Topic Readings Due 
1 Thursday, 6 

Sep. 
Introductions First day handout 

2 Tuesday, 11 
Sep. 

Begin Unit 1: Tradition 
and Revolution 

Revolution and Tradition: Burke, from 
Reflections on the Revolution in 
France; Wollstonecraft, from A 
Vindication of the Rights of Men; 
Wordsworth, “To Toussaint 
L’Ouverture” 

 Thursday, 13 
Sep. 

Women’s Rights Wollstonecraft, from A Vindication of 
the Rights of Woman 

3 Tuesday, 18 
Sep. 

Barbauld’s Poetry Anna Letitia Barbauld, “Rights of 
Woman,” “Washing Day,” “To William 
Wilberforce” 

 Thursday, 20 
Sep. 

Abolition and 
Autobiography 

Equiano, from The Interesting 
Narrative of Olaudah Equiano 

4 Tuesday, 25 
Sep. 

Ballad as Protest Song Blake, Songs of Innocence and of 
Experience 

 Thursday, 27 
Sep. 

Protest Song, continued Blake, Songs of Innocence and of 
Experience; Canning, “The Friend of 
Humanity and the Knife-Grinder” 

5 Tuesday, 2 
Oct. 

Begin Unit 2: The 
Transformative 
Imagination 

Blake, The Marriage of Heaven and 
Hell 

 Thursday, 4 
Oct. 

The doors of perception Blake, The Marriage of Heaven and 
Hell 

6 Tuesday, 9 
Oct. 

No classes – study day No classes – study day 

 Thursday, 11 
Oct. 

No classes – take home 
midterm today 

No classes – take home midterm due by 
11:59 pm 

7 Tuesday, 16 
Oct. 

Gothic 1 Walpole, preface to The Castle of 
Otranto; Austen, Northanger Abbey 
vol. 1 

 Thursday, 18 
Oct. 

Gothic 2 Northanger Abbey vol. 2 

8 Tuesday, 23 
Oct. 

Begin Unit 3: 
Reimagining Tradition 

Coleridge, “The Rime of the Ancient 
Mariner;” Robinson, “The Haunted 
Beach” 

 Thursday, 25 
Oct. 

Gothic and the poetry of 
social concern 

Wordsworth, “The Thorn;” “Goody 
Blake and Harry Gill” 

9 Tuesday, 30 
Oct. 

Wordsworth’s ordinary 
subjects 

Wordsworth, Old Man Travelling; 
Anecdote for Fathers; We Are Seven 

 Thursday, 1 
Nov. 

Wordsworth, nature, 
memory 

Preface (1800); Tintern Abbey 
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Week Date Topic Readings Due 
10 Tuesday, 6 

Nov. 
Begin Concluding Unit: 
Charlotte Smith 

Wordsworth, “The Old Cumberland 
Beggar;” Smith, “The Dead Beggar, An 
Elegy” 

 Thursday, 8 
Nov. 

Powerful Feeling Smith, Elegiac Sonnets 

11 Tuesday, 13 
Nov. 

Powerful Feeling 2 Smith, Elegiac Sonnets 

 Thursday, 15 
Nov. 

No class today No class today; paper proposal due 

12 Tuesday, 20 
Nov. 

Revolution, Religion, and 
Displacement 

Smith, The Emigrants, book 1 

 Thursday, 22 
Nov. 

Nature and Nationhood Smith, Beachy Head; proposal due 

13 Tuesday, 27 
Nov. 

Nature and Nationhood 2 Smith, Beachy Head 

 Thursday, 29 
Nov. 

Concluding discussion 
and final paper workshop 

(no new readings) 

Attendance Policy 
Attendance is mandatory, and a portion of the course mark derives from work done in class (see 
Assessments). 

Late Work  
As a general policy, I will only accept late work if you notify me in advance and I grant an 
extension. However, I do make a priority of working with students who experience unforeseen 
problems, so definitely come talk to me if there’s something for which we should work out an 
accommodation. 

Note for Students with Disabilities 
The AccessAbility Services office, located on the first floor of the Needles Hall extension (NH 
1401), collaborates with all academic departments to arrange appropriate accommodations for 
students with disabilities without compromising the academic integrity of the curriculum. If you 
require academic accommodations to lessen the impact of your disability, please register with the 
AS office at the beginning of each academic term.   

Please be aware that “disability” here is a broad category and includes things students sometimes 
don’t realize can be accommodated, from the cold and flu (with a VIF) to a range of mental 
health experiences. If you’re having trouble, know that you can definitely come and talk to me.  

Academic Integrity 
In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of the University of Waterloo are 
expected to promote honesty, trust, fairness, respect and responsibility. See the Office of 
Academic Integrity webpage for more information. 

https://uwaterloo.ca/disability-services/
https://uwaterloo.ca/disability-services/
https://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/
https://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/
https://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/
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Discipline 
A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity, to avoid committing 
academic offences, and to take responsibility for his/her actions. Check the Office of Academic 
Integrity for more information. A student who is unsure whether an action constitutes an offence, 
or who needs help in learning how to avoid offences (e.g., plagiarism, cheating) or about “rules” 
for group work/collaboration should seek guidance from the course professor, academic advisor, 
or the Undergraduate Associate Dean. When misconduct has been found to have occurred, 
disciplinary penalties will be imposed under Policy 71 – Student Discipline. For information on 
categories of offenses and types of penalties, students should refer to Policy 71 - Student 
Discipline. For typical penalties check Guidelines for the Assessment of Penalties. 

Grievance 
A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of his/her university life has been 
unfair or unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a grievance. Read Policy 70 - Student 
Petitions and Grievances, Section 4. When in doubt, please be certain to contact the department’s 
administrative assistant who will provide further assistance. 

Appeals 
A decision made or penalty imposed under Policy 70 - Student Petitions and Grievances (other 
than a petition) or Policy 71 - Student Discipline may be appealed if there is a ground. A student 
who believes he/she has a ground for an appeal should refer to Policy 72 - Student Appeals. 

 

https://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/
https://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/
https://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-71
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-71
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-71
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/guidelines/guidelines-assessment-penalties
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/guidelines/guidelines-assessment-penalties
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-70
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-70
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-70
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-72
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-72
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