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Instructor: John Savarese 

Office: HH 143 

Office Phone: 33019 

Office Hours: Tues/Thurs 10-11, and by appointment 

Email: john.savarese@uwaterloo.ca 

 

Course Description 

This course will offer an introduction to the literature of the later Romantic period in Britain. The 

“second generation” of Romantic writers had a vexed relationship with their earlier idols, who 

had come of age in the heyday of the French Revolution. While poets like Percy Shelley, Byron, 

and Keats took the older generation to task for turning away from their earlier revolutionary 

politics—whether to the inward life of the imagination, or to the natural world—these younger 

romantics nevertheless remained committed to the aesthetic—to the assertion that “beauty is 

truth, truth beauty.” The course will examine how this younger generation of Romantic writers 

deal with that tension between their dedication to the aesthetic, and the fear that “the aesthetic” 

was just another name for escapism, political disengagement, or complicity. We will begin with 

Percy Shelley’s attempt to blend philosophical speculation, nature poetry, and political protest. 

We’ll then look at two different ways later Romantics problematized the imagination: in the 

literature of opium and altered states, and in retellings of the Faust myth by Byron and Mary 

Shelley. We will conclude the course with two master works of the period: Jane Austen’s 

Persuasion and Keats’s ode series of 1819. 

Required Texts 

 Thomas DeQuincey, Confessions of an English Opium Eater (Oxford) 

 George Gordon, Lord Byron, Manfred (Broadview) 

 Mary Shelley, Frankenstein (any edition) 

 Jane Austen, Persuasion (Broadview) 

 Coursepack (available on LEARN; please be sure to have access during class) 

 

 

 

 

 



Course Requirements and Assessment 

Assessment  Date of Evaluation Weighting 

Participation 

Quizzes 

logs due 10/19 & 11/30 

ongoing 

12% 

15% 

Exercise 1: 2-page “close reading” 9/21 8% 

Exercise 2: 5-page short paper 10/5  15% 

Midterm 

Exercise 3: Final project due 

10/12 

11/30 (but propose by 7/13) 

15% 

20% 

Final exam Date tba         15% 

 

Total  100% 

Participation 

12 points to be earned from participation (1 point per week, excepting week 6, which consists 

only of a study day and the midterm). Arrive on time, take part in warm-up, written, and 

discussion-based class work. In addition to the most customary methods (asking/answering 

questions or speaking up in class class activities), feel free to discuss additional/alternate modes 

of participation. Each student should keep a log of their participation to submit at mid-term and 

term’s end, using the template available on LEARN.  

 

Quizzes 

15 points worth of quizzes, usually weekly. These quizzes are designed not to catch those who 

don’t do the reading, but as an opportunity for in-class writing and warmup for the day’s 

discussions.  

Paper 1: 2-page “close reading”/description 

This is where you get your bearings writing about Romantic texts (any aspects of a reading from 

the first 4 sessions) and some initial feedback from me about your use of evidence. Pick a 

moment in a work we have read that strikes you as a stand-out moment worthy of discussion; say 

why; and describe, in as much detail as you can, how it achieves that effect. You might talk 

about word choice, formal features of poetic language, allusions, or any other features of the 

language. The point is not yet to make a big claim, but to practice the detail-work. 

Paper 2: 5-page analysis/“unpacking” 

Maintain exercise 1’s attention to detail and evidence, and write an essay that makes and 

substantiates a claim (using a different text than you chose for exercise 1). What does your 

attentive eye show us (for example with regard to the text’s themes, arguments, contexts, 

responses to other texts, relation to literary traditions or received forms) that we might not have 

previously seen? The goal here is to describe the evidence thoroughly, then use it to support and 

elaborate a claim. 

 

 



Paper 3: Final Project  

This project will demonstrate in-depth engagement with a particular aspect of the readings. The 

project may take one of two forms: a) research paper (8-10 pages) on a topic to be determined 

in consultation with me, and using primary and secondary sources; b) creative option with 

accompanying research statement (5 pages). The creative option may take a number of forms 

(imitation, rewriting, parody, adaptation into a different medium), but should still thoroughly 

demonstrate your knowledge of Romantic-era literature, and explain your choices with cited 

reference to specific works. The piece-plus-statement should be comparable in scope to a 

research paper. Your project should be proposed to me for approval, via email, at least two 

weeks prior to its due date. 

Midterm and Final Exams 

The two exams will demonstrate your breadth of knowledge about the texts read and the major 

themes/forms of the period. These will be closed-book exams consisting of passage 

identifications and essay-style responses to the course readings. 

 

Schedule of Readings and Assignments 

Week Date Readings to prepare for this session Work due by class 

time 

  Part 1: Reacting to Romanticism  

 

 

1 Th 9/7 Early Romanticism and the Transformative 

Imagination: Wordsworth, from the “Prospectus” to 

The Recluse” “I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud;” PB 

Shelley, “To Wordsworth” 

 

2 T 9/12 Politics and the Sonnet Tradition: Wordsworth, 

“London, 1802;” “To Toussaint L’Ouverture;” PB 

Shelley, “To Wordsworth;” “England in 1819;” 

“Ozymandias” 

 

 Th 9/14 Protest/Poetry: PB Shelley, “The Mask of Anarchy”  

3 T 9/19 Politicizing Nature Poetry: “Ode to the West Wind”   

  Part 2: Troubling Imagination  

 Th 9/21 Imagination, Altered: ST Coleridge, “This Lime 

Tree Bower, My Prison;” “Kubla Khan” 

 

Paper 1 due 



4 T 9/26 Creativity and the Writing Life: De Quincey, 

Confessions of an English Opium Eater, first half  

 

 Th 9/28 Creativity and Addiction: De Quincey, 2nd half  

5 T 10/3 Imagination and Necromancy: Byron, Manfred, acts 

1-2 
 

 Th 10/5 Imagination as Anti-Hero: Byron, Manfred act 3  

6  T 10/10 Study day – no classes  

 Th 10/12 Midterm – in class Prep for midterm; 

Participation log 1 

7 T 10/17 Gothic Creativity: Frankenstein, vol. 1  

 Th 10/19 Gothic Doubles: Frankenstein, vol. 2  

8 T 10/24 (Non)Reproductive Futures: Frankenstein, vol. 3  

   

Part 3: Austen with(out) Romanticism 

 

 

 Th 10/26 Domesticity and War: Persuasion, vol. 1( first half) Paper 2 due 

9 T 10/31 Gender and Genre: Persuasion, vol. 1 (second half)  

 Th 11/2 Country and City: Persuasion, vol. 2 (first half)  

10 T 11/7 Women and War: Persuasion, vol. 2 (second half)  

 Th 11/9 Tory Feminism: Felicia Hemans, “Casabianca”;  

In class: workshop session 1 for final paper 
 

   

Part 4: Aestheticism and Its Discontents 

 

 

11 T 11/14 Some Untrodden Region: “Ode on Indolence;” “Ode 

to Psyche” 
 

 Th 11/16 Do I Wake or Sleep?: Ode to a Nightingale  

12 T 11/21 Slow Time: Ode on a Grecian Urn  

 Th 11/23 Seasons of Mist: Ode to Melancholy; Ode to Autumn  

13 T 11/28 Workshop session 2 for final paper  

 Th 11/30 Final review session Paper 3 due 

 TBA Final exam session, to be scheduled Final exam 

Partiicption log 2 

due 

    

 



Important Policy Information 

Late Work  

In general late work will not be graded unless extensions are specifically requested. 

Attendance  

I allow up to 3 excused absences, for emergencies, with a 5-point-per--class penalty after that.  

Academic Integrity 

In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of the UWaterloo community are 

expected to promote honesty, trust, fairness, respect and responsibility. See the UWaterloo 

Academic Integritity webpage and Arts Academic Integrity webpage for more information.  

Discipline 

A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity, to avoid committing 

academic offences, and to take responsibility for his/her actions. A student who is unsure 

whether an action constitutes an offence, or who needs help in learning how to avoid offences 

(e.g., plagiarism, cheating) or about “rules” for group work/collaboration should seek guidance 

from the course professor, academic advisor, or the Undergraduate Associate Dean. When 

misconduct has been found to have occurred, disciplinary penalties will be imposed under Policy 

71 – Student Discipline. For information on categories of offenses and types of penalties, 

students should refer to Policy 71 - Student Discipline. For typical penalties check Guidelines for 

the Assessment of Penalties (https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-

procedures-guidelines/guidelines/guidelines-assessment-penalties).  

Grievance 

A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of his/her university life has been 

unfair or unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a grievance. Read Policy 70 - Student 

Petitions and Grievances, Section 4 (https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-

procedures-guidelines/policy-70). When in doubt please be certain to contact the department’s 

administrative assistant who will provide further assistance. 

Appeals 

A decision made or penalty imposed under Policy 70, Student Petitions and Grievances (other 

than a petition) or Policy 71, Student Discipline may be appealed if there is a ground. A student 

who believes he/she has a ground for an appeal should refer to Policy 72, Student Appeals 

(https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-72).  

Note for Students with Disabilities:  

The AccessAbility Services office, located on the first floor of the Needles Hall extension (NH 

1401), collaborates with all academic departments to arrange appropriate accommodations for 

students with disabilities without compromising the academic integrity of the curriculum. If you 

require academic accommodations to lessen the impact of your disability, please register with the 

AS office at the beginning of each academic term. Please see me as early as possible if there are 

ways I can better accommodate your needs. 
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file://///artsfileu/artshome$/jsavares/Downloads/Guidelines%20for%20the%20Assessment%20of%20Penalties%20(https:/uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/guidelines/guidelines-assessment-penalties)
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