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University of Waterloo 
Department of English Language and Literature 

ENGL 463 
Postcolonial Literatures: Truth, Reconciliation, Justice 

Fall 2015 
WF 10-11:20 am, RCH 306 

Instructor Information 
Instructor: Heather Smyth 
Office: HH 268 
Office Phone: (519) 888-4567 x36027 
Office Hours: WF 11:30-12:30 or by appointment 
Email: hsmyth@uwaterloo.ca 
 
Course Description 
This course introduces students to postcolonial literatures through a comparative study of 
selected African and Australian texts. The course is framed by a discussion of Canada’s Truth 
and Reconciliation Commission report, released in 2015. We will compare the revelations and 
impact of this report with South Africa’s Truth and Reconciliation hearings and Australia’s 
“Bringing them Home” report on the Stolen Generations, and explore the treatment of these 
experiences and processes in literary, rhetorical, and dramatic texts. Issues of truth, 
reconciliation, and justice will be examined and critiqued throughout the course. Other 
potential topics to be discussed include the range of creative forms and language use in the texts 
and issues such as indigeneity, migration and settlement; the intersections of gender, sexuality 
and race; the role of history in narratives of individual and collective identities; and the 
construction of cultural nationalisms and concept of ‘the authentic.’ 

Course Goals and Learning Outcomes 
Upon completion of this course, students should be able to: 

A. Identify and understand some of the main critical issues in postcolonial literary criticism 
by 

• Completing critical readings from the Courseware manual 
• Appropriately using critical and theoretical terms in essays 

B. Identify and understand some of the historical and cultural contexts for Southern 
African and Australian literature, including in comparison with Canadian contexts  

C. Identify and understand the language practices of postcolonial writers, the role of 
literary form in the production of meaning, the dynamic of the oral and the written, and 
the relationship between language and politics/power by 

• Appropriately identifying and applying literary and rhetorical theories and 
critical practices 

D. Write a research essay, which involves 
• Framing a research problem 
• Identifying appropriate research sources 
• Expressing ideas, arguments, and insights in written form (more details to 

follow) 
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Required Texts 
• Peter Carey, True History of the Kelly Gang 
• J.M. Coetzee, Waiting for the Barbarians 
• Tsitsi Dangarembga, Nervous Conditions 
• Mudrooroo, Master of the Ghost Dreaming (in Courseware) 
• Doris Pilkington/Nugi Garimara, Rabbit Proof Fence  
• Jane Taylor, Ubu and the Truth Commission 

 

Course Requirements and Assessment 
Assessment  Date of Evaluation (if known) Weighting 
Attendance, participation Ongoing 10% 
TRC Journal Sep 23; Oct 30; Dec 4 20% 
Essay 1 (8-10 pages) October 21 30% 
Essay 2 (10-12 pages) November 27 40% 
Total  100% 
 

Attendance, participation 
Students are expected to attend class, to do the readings thoughtfully and ahead of time, and to 
participate fully in the class discussions. Much of the content of this course is generated through 
class discussion and debate. To maximize our chances of having a productive and interesting 
term, attendance and participation will be included in the course assessment. The grade is 
equally weighted between attendance and participation. Grading rubric for participation: Fully 
engaged, participating at high level of thoughtfulness, up to date on weekly assigned material 
10/10; Engaged, participating most of the time, up to date most weeks 9/10; Engaged, 
participating often, very occasionally missing a reading and not able to contribute 8/10; 
Engaged, participating sometimes, sometimes missing a reading or not able to contribute 7/10; 
Not always or infrequently engaged, participating infrequently, missing readings frequently 5 
or 6/10, etc. 

TRC Journal 
On three occasions during term (Sep 23, Oct 30, Dec 4), students will hand in a 400-500 word 
informal journal entry based on that day’s class TRC reading and any 20 pages from the section 
called “The Survivors Speak” (tab found on Findings page of TRC website; students will choose 
which 20 pages). The website can be found at www.trc.ca. The readings for the course and 
journal entry readings are under “Findings” at 
http://www.trc.ca/websites/trcinstitution/index.php?p=890. Please note which pages/section 
you have read and answer the following questions each time: 1) what did you learn from the 
reading? What had you already known, and what was new information? 2) What did you find 
most persuasive or emotionally affecting in your reading? Least? What literary and/or 
rhetorical techniques did you observe? 3) What observations about the website did you make 
while you were finding your reading? (e.g. layout, links, visuals, organization)  4) What does 
the reading mean to you? What is your “position” in Canada and from what position did you 
engage the reading? What did you feel when you were reading it (emotionally, physically)? 

Essay #1: 8-10 pages. Due October 21. 
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Essays will follow standard MLA format. They will be typed/wordprocessed, double-spaced, 
use 12 point Times New Roman font or equivalent, and one-inch margins, and have a title and 
“Works Cited,” and numbered pages. Some essay topic suggestions will follow on separate 
handouts. If you pick your own topic it should be relevant to the course and you should discuss 
your topic with me before writing. Essays will be handed in at the beginning of the class in 
which they are due, and late penalties (3% per day including weekends) start being calculated 
at the end of that class. Medical reasons for lateness require a detailed and satisfactory medical 
note, and problems must be communicated to the professor as soon as possible.  
 
Essay Grading Rubric: “A” essays demonstrate excellent writing skills, original thinking, logical 
organization, and excellent critical analysis. The thesis is clearly thought out and presented, is 
interesting, and is important. The readings of primary texts are thoughtful, lucid, and clearly 
supported with evidence. Secondary material, if used, is used critically and judiciously and 
with scrupulous documentation. The essay will show a strong grasp of literary and/or 
rhetorical critical techniques such as generic and formal conventions and 
poetic/prose/rhetorical analysis, as well as appropriate contextual (historical, social) framing. 
“A” essays are virtually free of technical and writing errors. “B” essays demonstrate an above-
average performance. The thesis is clear, pertinent to the text(s), and worthwhile. The essay 
shows a competent and engaged approach to the material and a firm grasp of 
literary/rhetorical analytical and reading techniques as well as a competent handling of 
secondary material, if used. The essay is well-organized and the ideas are well-expressed. “B” 
essays should have very few technical or writing errors; essays at the lower end of the B range 
may have more technical errors and may depend too heavily on secondary criticism, may 
demonstrate an argument that is not fully developed or concluded, and/or may show flaws in 
organization. “C” essays are satisfactory. There is a thesis but it may be less pertinent than that 
in a B essay or self-evident, may not be fully clear, or may require further development. The 
essay will demonstrate a plan but may not be fully organized or coherent in places. The writing 
may occasionally be convoluted or unclear or may demonstrate technical or grammar errors. “C” 
essays at the lower end may provide more summary than analytical treatment of the text(s), 
may not resolve into a coherent and organized argument, or may consist primarily of ideas 
from secondary sources (properly documented). “D” essays are minimally acceptable. The 
thesis may be irrelevant or disconnected from the majority of the discussion, or may be absent 
or hidden. The argument may rely on statements of opinion that are not supported with 
evidence. The analysis may suggest that the student has misunderstood the primary and/or 
secondary material included in the essay. The essay will demonstrate substantial technical 
errors and incoherent sentences. An “F” essay is unacceptable and is a failing grade. 

Essay #2: 10-12 pages. Due November 27. 
Please see description and rubric for Essay #1. Essay #2 will require the use of a minimum of 
one secondary/critical source (for example, an article from an academic journal, a scholarly 
book, etc. We will discuss what “secondary/critical” means in class). 
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Course Outline 
Notes on readings. 

Date Topic Readings Due 
September 16 
 

Introduction 
 

Syllabus 

September 18 
 

CLASS CANCELLED CLASS CANCELLED 

September 23  Canada’s TRC TRC Report 
Executive Summary: “Honouring the 
Truth, Reconciling for the Future”: read 
“Preface” “Introduction” and 
“Commission Activities” (about 35pp)  
 
Hargreaves and Jefferess “Always 
Beginning” (courseware)  
TRC Journal#1 Due 
 

September 25 Canada’s TRC 
 

TRC Report: Click on “Principles” in 
Findings: read “What We Have 
Learned” chapter on “Reconciliation” 
(113-126); “Calls to Action” (319-338) 
Read PM Harper apology (pdf in 
LEARN, or search on pm.gc.ca) 
 
Watch on Youtube: 
https://youtube.com/watch?v=qo5cG-
RjE8Y 
 

September 30 
 
 
 
 

Australia – Settler stories 
 
 
 
 

True History of the Kelly Gang; “The 
London Convict Maid” “Van Dieman’s 
Land” “ The Kelly Gang” “The Wild 
Colonial Boy” 

October 2 Australia – Settler stories 
 

True History of the Kelly Gang 

October 7  
 

Australia – Settler stories  True History of the Kelly Gang  
 

October 9 Aboriginal Literature 
Stolen Generations 
 

Rabbit Proof Fence 

October 14 
 

Aboriginal Literature Rabbit Proof Fence 
 

October 16 Aboriginal Literature Rabbit Proof Fence 
 

October 21 
 

Aboriginal Literature Master of the Ghost Dreaming; 
Loomba “Hybridity” Master of the 
Ghost Dreaming 
Essay #1 Due 
 

October 23 Aboriginal Literature “Mudrooroo and the Curse of 
Authenticity” 
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Date Topic Readings Due 
October 28 
 

Aboriginal Literature  Master of the Ghost Dreaming 
 

October 30 Canada’s TRC Canada TRC: Executive Summary “The 
challenge of reconciliation” 183-190; 
“We are all Treaty People” (306-313); 
Closing Words (315-317) 
 
Read ONE of: 
Cheryl L’Hirondelle et al, “Land 
Project” OR Sandra Semchuk et al “On 
Loan” OR Dorothy Christian 
“Reconciling with the People and the 
Land”—all found in “Cultivating 
Canada” 
www.ahf.ca/downloads/cultivating-
canada-pdf.pdf 
 
TRC Journal #2 Due 
 

November 4  Zimbabwean Literature 
 

Nervous Conditions; Fanon readings 
and Sartre Preface; “Postcolonialism 
and Feminism” 
 

November 6  Nervous Conditions 
 

November 11  
 

Zimbabwean Literature 
 

Nervous Conditions  
 

November 13 South African Literature - 
Apartheid 
 

Waiting for the Barbarians 

November 18 
 

South African Literature – 
Apartheid 
 

Waiting for the Barbarians 
 

November 20 South African Literature - 
Apartheid 
 

Waiting for the Barbarians 

November 25  South African Literature - TRC Ubu and the Truth Commission; de 
Kok poems 
 

November 27 South African Literature - TRC Ubu and the Truth Commission  
Essay #2 Due 
 

December 2  South African Literature - TRC 
 

Ubu and the Truth Commission 
 

December 4 Canada’s TRC – Reprise Canada’s TRC: specific reading TBD 
 
TRC Journal #3 Due 
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Late Work  
Essays are due in class on the due date. A penalty of 3% per day including weekends will be 
applied to essays submitted after class. Medical reasons for lateness require a detailed and 
satisfactory medical note, and problems must be communicated to the professor as soon as 
possible. 

Electronic Device Policy 
We will discuss a class policy together. 

Attendance Policy 
Students are expected to attend class, to do the readings thoughtfully and ahead of time, and to 
participate fully in the class discussions. Much of the content of this course is generated through 
class discussion and debate.  

Institutional-required statements for undergraduate course outlines approved by Senate 
Undergraduate Council, April 14, 2009  

Academic Integrity 
In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of the University of  
Waterloo community are expected to promote honesty, trust, fairness, respect and 
responsibility.  See the UWaterloo Academic Integritity webpage 
(https://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/) and the Arts Academic Integrity webpage 
(https://uwaterloo.ca/arts/current-undergraduates/student-support/ethical-behaviour) for 
more information.  

Discipline 
A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity, to avoid committing 
academic offences, and to take responsibility for his/her actions. A student who is unsure 
whether an action constitutes an offence, or who needs help in learning how to avoid offences 
(e.g., plagiarism, cheating) or about “rules” for group work/collaboration should seek guidance 
from the course professor, academic advisor, or the Undergraduate Associate Dean. When 
misconduct has been found to have occurred, disciplinary penalties will be imposed under 
Policy 71 – Student Discipline. For information on categories of offenses and types of penalties, 
students should refer to Policy 71 - Student Discipline. For typical penalties check Guidelines 
for the Assessment of Penalties (https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-
procedures-guidelines/guidelines/guidelines-assessment-penalties).  

Grievance 
A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of his/her university life has been 
unfair or unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a grievance. Read Policy 70 - Student 
Petitions and Grievances, Section 4 (https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-
procedures-guidelines/policy-70). When in doubt please be certain to contact the department’s 
administrative assistant who will provide further assistance. 

Appeals 
A decision made or penalty imposed under Policy 70, Student Petitions and Grievances (other 
than a petition) or Policy 71, Student Discipline may be appealed if there is a ground. A student 
who believes he/she has a ground for an appeal should refer to Policy 72, Student Appeals 
(https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-72).  
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Note for Students with Disabilities 
The AccessAbility Services office, located on the first floor of the Needles Hall extension (NH 
1401), collaborates with all academic departments to arrange appropriate accommodations for 
students with disabilities without compromising the academic integrity of the curriculum. If 
you require academic accommodations to lessen the impact of your disability, please register 
with the AS office at the beginning of each academic term. 

Other Resources 
• Ashcroft, Bill, Gareth Griffiths, and Helen Tiffin, The Empire Writes Back, The Post-Colonial 

Studies Reader, Key Concepts in Post-Colonial Studies 
• Brydon, Diana. Postcolonialism: Critical Concepts in Literary and Cultural Studies 
• Desai, Gaurav, and Supriya Nair. Postcolonialisms: An Anthology of Cultural Theory and 

Criticism 
• Lazarus, Neil. The Cambridge Companion to Postcolonial Literary Studies 
• Loomba, Ania. Colonialism/Postcolonialism 
• McLeod, John. Beginning Postcolonialism 
•  Thieme, John. Post-Colonial Studies: The Essential Glossary 

 

Helpful Literary Journals in Postcolonial Studies 
ARIEL: A Review of International English Literature; Australian Literary Studies; Commonwealth; 
Interventions: International Journal of Postcolonial Studies; Journal of Commonwealth Literature; 
Jouvert (online journal); Kunapipi; Postcolonial Text (online journal); Research in African Literatures; 
World Literature Written in English (WLWE) (now called Journal of Postcolonial Writing) 


