
English 463 (S11) “Postcolonial Literatures” 
Mon/Wed 1-2:20 pm  
HH 150 
 
Professor Heather Smyth 
HH Rm 268; x 36027 
hsmyth@uwaterloo.ca 
Office Hours: Mon/Wed 12-1 pm, or by appointment 
We will be using UW-ACE for course communication 
 
Aims of the Course: 
 
This course introduces students to postcolonial literatures through a comparative study of 
selected African, Australian, and Sri Lankan literatures. Some of the potential topics to be 
discussed include the range of creative forms and language use in the texts and issues such 
as indigeneity, migration and settlement; the intersections of gender, sexuality and race; the 
role of history in narratives of individual and collective identities; and the construction of 
cultural nationalisms and concept of „the authentic.‟ 
 
Outcomes: 
 
Students in this course can expect: 

 To learn the key critical methods of the field of postcolonial studies, including the 
history of the field, major themes, and applications of literary, cultural, and rhetorical 
theories; 

 To learn some of the historical and cultural contexts of Australian, South African, 
Zimbabwean, and Sri Lankan literatures through a postcolonial lens; 

 To investigate the language practices of postcolonial writers, the role of literary form in 
the production of meaning, and the dynamic of the oral and the written; 

 To gain practice and strength in framing a research problem and expressing ideas 
and insights through the form of the essay; 

 To revisit some of the core practices and ideas of the field of English studies, from a 
new direction. 

 
Texts (required): 
 
Peter Carey True History of the Kelly Gang 
Mudrooroo Master of the Ghost Dreaming (in Course Readings) 
Doris Pilkington/Nugi Garimara Rabbit Proof Fence 
J.M. Coetzee Waiting for the Barbarians 
Tsitsi Dangarembga Nervous Conditions 
Shyam Selvadurai Cinnamon Gardens 
English 463 Course Readings (CR) (available in bookstore) 
 
Assignments: 
 
10%: In-class Presentation (5 minutes)  
30%: Essay 1 (8-10 pages; due June 8)  
40%: Essay 2 (10-12 pages; due July 18) 
20%: In-class exam (July  25) 
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Students are expected to attend class, to do the readings thoughtfully and ahead of time, and 
to participate fully in the class discussions. Much of the content of this course is generated 
through class discussion and debate.  
 
In-class Presentation: Each student will prepare and deliver a five-minute presentation to the 
rest of the class on a specified topic and day. The signup sheet will be made available on the 
2nd day of classes. Please time yourself beforehand and keep strictly to the five-minute time 
limit (I will stop you if you go over). Students will submit a one-page summary of the 
presentation afterwards (it can be the point-form notes you use to present, if you wish). Your 
grade will reflect both the content (relevance of material, connections to text and course, 
quality of analysis) and oral presentation (audibility, speed, attentiveness to listeners) of your 
material. Be prepared to present during the class following your scheduled presentation day if 
we fall slightly behind the syllabus and must postpone your presentation. If you are sick and 
unable to present on your assigned day please provide a medical note; it may be necessary 
for you to sign up for a different presentation. The rules against plagiarism apply to oral as 
well as written coursework (see Academic Integrity notes, below). 
 
Essays will follow standard MLA format. They will be typed/wordprocessed, double-spaced, 
use 12 point Times New Roman font or equivalent, and one-inch margins, and have a title and 
“Works Cited,” and numbered pages. Some essay topic suggestions will follow on separate 
handouts. If you pick your own topic it should be relevant to the course and you should 
discuss your topic with me before writing. Essays will be handed in at the beginning of the 
class in which they are due, and late penalties (3% per day including weekends) start being 
calculated at the end of that class. Medical reasons for lateness require a detailed and 
satisfactory medical note, and problems must be communicated to the professor as soon as 
possible.  No essays will be accepted after the date of the final exam. 
 
In-class exam (July 25, 1-2:20 pm): The in-class exam will take place on the last day of class. 
It will consist of a choice of essay questions and will potentially cover material from the entire 
course, including assigned readings, handouts, lectures, in-class presentations, and class 
discussions. Please consult the Undergraduate Calendar for information on rescheduling 
exams for medical reasons. 
 
Note from the Faculty of Arts on Avoidance of Academic Offences:  
 
Academic Integrity: In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of the 
University of Waterloo are expected to promote honesty, trust, fairness, respect and 
responsibility.  
 
Discipline: A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity, to avoid 
committing academic offences, and to take responsibility for his/her actions. A student who is 
unsure whether an action constitutes an offence, or who needs help in learning how to avoid 
offences (e.g., plagiarism, cheating) or about “rules” for group work/collaboration should seek 
guidance from the course professor, academic advisor, or the Undergraduate Associate Dean. 
When misconduct has been found to have occurred, disciplinary penalties will be imposed 
under Policy 71 – Student Discipline. For information on categories of offenses and types of 
penalties, students should refer to Policy 71 - Student Discipline, 
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy71.htm 
 
Grievance: A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of his/her university 
life has been unfair or unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a grievance. Read Policy 
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70 - Student Petitions and Grievances, Section 4, 
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy70.htm  
 
Appeals: A student may appeal the finding and/or penalty in a decision made under Policy 70 
- Student Petitions and Grievances (other than regarding a petition) or Policy 71 - Student 
Discipline if a ground for an appeal can be established. Read Policy 72 - Student Appeals, 
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy72.htm 
 
Academic Integrity website (Arts): 
http://arts.uwaterloo.ca/arts/ugrad/academic_responsibility.html  
Academic Integrity Office (University): http://uwaterloo.ca/academicintegrity/  
 
Note for students with disabilities: The Office for Persons with Disabilities (OPD), located in 
Needles Hall, Room 1132, collaborates with all academic departments to arrange appropriate 
accommodations for students with disabilities without compromising the academic integrity of 
the curriculum. If you require academic accommodations to lessen the impact of your 
disability, please register with the OPD at the beginning of each academic term.  
 
Schedule of Readings (subject to change): 
 

May 2 Introduction 
 

May 4 History and critical frameworks for postcolonialism; start 19th C Australian 
poetry/prose/criticism (CR and handout): Anon “the London Convict Maid,” Anon 
“Van Dieman‟s Land,” William Charles Wentworth “Australasia,” Barron Field “On 
Reading the Controversy,” Bernard O‟Dowd “The Bush,” Marcus Clarke “Preface,” 
Frederick Sinnett “The Fiction Fields of Australia,” AJ (Banjo) Paterson “Waltzing 
Matilda,” Anon “The Wild Colonial Boy,” Anon “The Kelly Gang,” Bernard O‟Dowd 
“Australia”  
 

May 9 Finish 19thC poetry and prose; start Carey, True History of the Kelly Gang; 
presentations begin 
 

May 11 Carey 
 

May 16 Carey 
 

May 18 Mudrooroo, Master of the Ghost Dreaming 
 

May 23 Holiday: class cancelled 
 
 

May 25 Mudrooroo; Loomba “Mimicry” and “Hybridity” (CR) 
 

May 30 Mudrooroo; Adam Shoemaker, “Mudrooroo and the Curse of Authenticity” (CR) 
 

June 1 Pilkington, Rabbit-Proof Fence 
 

June 6 
 

Pilkington 

June 8 Pilkington; Screening of Rabbit Proof Fence film; Essay #1 due 
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June 13 Coetzee, Waiting for the Barbarians 
 

June 15 Coetzee 
 

June 20 
 

Coetzee 

June 22 Dangarembga, Nervous Conditions 
 

June 27 Dangarembga; John McLeod, “Postcolonialism and Feminism” 
 

June 29 Dangarembga; Frantz Fanon, selections from The Wretched of the Earth (CR) 
 

July 4 Selvadurai, Cinnamon Gardens 
 

July 11 Selvadurai 
 

July 18 Selvadurai; Essay #2 due 
 

July 25 In-class exam 
 

 
Suggested Resources (those marked R are on reserve at Porter library): 
 

 Ashcroft, Bill, Gareth Griffiths, and Helen Tiffin, The Empire Writes Back (R), The Post-
Colonial Studies Reader, Key Concepts in Post-Colonial Studies 

 Brydon, Diana. Postcolonialism: Critical Concepts in Literary and Cultural Studies (R) 

 Desai, Gaurav, and Supriya Nair. Postcolonialisms: An Anthology of Cultural Theory 
and Criticism (R) 

 Lazarus, Neil. The Cambridge Companion to Postcolonial Literary Studies (R) 

 Loomba, Ania. Colonialism/Postcolonialism (R) 

 McLeod, John. Beginning Postcolonialism  

 Thieme, John. Post-Colonial Studies: The Essential Glossary (R) 
 
Good postcolonial literary journals: 
 
ARIEL: A Review of International English Literature; Australian Literary Studies; 
Commonwealth; Interventions: International Journal of Postcolonial Studies; Journal of 
Commonwealth Literature; Jouvert (online journal); Kunapip;, Postcolonial Text (online 
journal); Research in African Literatures; World Literature Written in English (WLWE) (now 
called Journal of Postcolonial Writing) 
 
 
 


