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UNIVERSITY OF WATERLOO: ENGLISH 494 
Stereotypology 

 
Mon and Wed, 10:00 to 11:20 – Fall, 2010 

 
ECH 1205 is our regular classroom. Remember that ECH is on the far side of campus. 
 
Jay’s Office Hours: 9:00 to 10:00 Mon/Wed 
324 Hagey Hall 
Office hours provide us with an opportunity to talk one-on-one.  You may drop in 
during these times or make an appointment with me for another time to talk about 
any questions or comments you have about your progress in the course.   
dolmage@uwaterloo.ca 
I am happy to communicate with you via email as well, and you can expect that I will 
respond to you within 6 hours Monday through Friday. 
 
Course Texts: 
All readings will be posted through the class LEARN site. If you need alternative formats 
for any readings, just let Jay know. 
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What are stereotypes? What cultural work do they do? 
This course takes a rhetorical approach to the study of stereotypes, emphasizing 
questions of agency, audience, context, language, design, medium, and delivery. 
 
You will create three major projects in this class, and this work will represent the bulk of your 
course grade. You will always receive comments on drafts of your projects to give you a 
sense of how they can be revised, and you’ll have time to do so.  This course is oriented 
around the idea that you need to learn ongoing processes of creation, reflection, and 
revision.   

Participation is assessed based not only on attendance, but also on your investment in class 
activities and discussion, and your ability to respect and work well with others.  You are 
expected to write a lot, talk a lot, and to engage in group-work and collaboration a lot. I 
take participation very seriously, and you need to take it seriously as well. 

Success in this class depends on meeting all the requirements, the quality of your critical and 
creative work, and your willingness to try new perspectives, to revise and rethink, and to take 
risks. Hard work will be rewarded. You are always welcome to talk to me if you have questions 
about your progress in the class.   

This is a “Special Topics” senior seminar, and should be seen as a capstone for your Honours 
English degree.  As such, you are expected to bring all that you have already learned to bear 
on this class.  

You will also often meet one-on-one with Jay, or be expected to meet with classmates, and 
the class schedule will accommodate a lot of work-shopping. This is a writing- and creativity-
intensive course and the true content of the class is actually your ideas. 

Evaluation: 
Participation & Attendance (20%) 
Autoethnography (20%)  
Researched Analysis Paper (40%)  
Intervention Project (20%)  
 
Accommodations: 
We will all need some accommodations in this class, because we all learn differently. If you 
need specific accommodations, let Jay know.  You can also seek accommodations through 
the UW Office for Persons with Disabilities. The OPD is located in room 1132, on the main floor 
of Needles Hall.  
Contact: 519 888 4567 x35082 
rlhuard@uwaterloo.ca (Ruth Huard) 
 
Standard of Work:  
This is an upper-level course, and you are expected to be comfortable with the mechanics 
of writing; that is, to understand and use proper grammar, syntax, and punctuation in order 
to communicate effectively. If you need extra assistance with the basics of writing, it is your 
responsibility to come to office hours or make an appointment for extra help.   
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Further, you are expected to have basic computer literacy skills, and the technological skills 
to understand or to quickly learn relevant software and applications for writing and design.  
If you would like to learn more about the technology available to you, you can always 
access CHIP, the computer help and information place.  
The CHIP is in room 1052 on the north side of the Math and Computer Building (MC 1052).   
Email: helpdesk@ist.uwaterloo.ca  
 
Rights and Responsibilities: 
Every member of this class—instructors as well as students—has rights and 
responsibilities to ensure a pleasant and productive experience for all. We are all 
answerable to University policies governing ethical behaviour (Policy 33) and 
academic integrity (Policy 71), as well as to those outlining grievance or dispute 
procedures (Policy 70). Here are some more specific expectations for this course: 

Students will: 
• be familiar with the university policies that govern their behaviour 
• attend all scheduled lectures and tutorials 
• arrive prepared: with assigned reading and writing completed, and with the textbooks 
• be active participants in their own learning, and respect the rights of others to learn 
• give thoughtful consideration to instructor feedback on written and oral work 
 
Instructor will: 
• be familiar with the university policies that govern their behaviour 
• attend all scheduled lectures and tutorials 
• be available for consultation in person and over email as per stated policies 
• return short assignments within one week, and longer assignments within 2 weeks 
• provide helpful and respectful feedback on student work 

 
Late Work: 
Late assignments will be penalized 5% per day late. All three major projects must be 
completed – you will fail the class if any of the major projects is not fully completed 
and submitted, however late.  You must also complete all other reading and writing 
assignments on time.  
 
Absences: 
You must attend every class session. Students who miss more than two classes are in 
danger of a failing participation grade. Always bring the relevant course texts to class.  

Course Concerns: 
If you are experiencing problems with the course or with the marking, you should first 
discuss your difficulties with Jay.  But students who believe that they have been 
wrongfully or unjustly treated or penalized have the right to grieve; refer to Policy #70, 
Student Grievance: http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy70.html. 
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Classroom Etiquette 
We want the classroom environment to be a positive one for everyone. Together we 
will create a space that promotes mutual respect, positive discussions, the free 
exchange of ideas, and the productive use of time.  No cell phones in class – if you 
have it with you, turn it off and put it away.  You can use laptops in class only when 
explicitly instructed to do so. 
 
Academic Honesty 
All students registered in courses in the Faculty of Arts are expected to know what 
constitutes an academic offence, to avoid committing academic offences, and to 
take responsibility for their academic actions. When the commission of an offence is 
established, disciplinary penalties will be imposed in accord with Policy #71 (Student 
Academic Discipline). For information on categories of offences and types of 
penalties, students are directed to consult the summary of Policy #71 which is supplied 
in the Undergraduate Calendar (on the Web at 
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infoucal/UW/policy_71.html). If you need help in 
learning how to avoid offences such as plagiarism, cheating, and double submission, 
or if you need clarification of aspects of the discipline policy, ask Jay for guidance. 
Other resources regarding the discipline policy are your academic advisor and the 
Undergraduate Associate Dean. Students seeking guidance on academic honesty 
are urged consult the following page of the Arts Faculty Web site, “How to Avoid 
Plagiarism and Other Written Offences: A Guide for Students and Instructors” 
(http://watarts.uwaterloo.ca/~sager/plagiarism.html). 

Plagiarism or copying other people’s style or ideas and claiming them as your own is a 
serious academic offense.  Any incident of plagiarism will automatically cause that 
assignment to fail, could cause you to fail the course, and will be reported to the 
Dean’s office. For each major assignment you submit, you will also sign and submit an 
“Academic Honesty Contract”. 
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Autoethnography Assignment 

“Single stories rob people of their dignity.”  
Chimamanda Adichie 
 

An autoethnography is a form of self-reflection and 
writing that explores the researcher’s personal 
experience – and connects this autobiographical 
story to wider, cultural, political, and social meanings 
and understandings. Think of Mean Girls – the narrator 
is both within a culture and without, reflecting on her 
own story, but using the tools of the researcher. 
In order for us to write effectively and persuasively, we 
need to locate our positions and ask: how does our 
personal position reflect larger cultural and political 
trends? How do we perpetuate single stories? How 
are we victims of single stories? How do we combat 
single stories? 
You are to graph or map a scene from your life, your 
autobiography, that resonates with our discussion of 
stereotypes.  
This essay requires an organizing thesis – a “so what?” 
“why does this matter?” The thesis will come from 
considerations of the personal, cultural and political 
consequences of stereotyping.  
 
We will utilize Ellis, Adams, and Bochner’s overview of 
the autothnography genre to shape this assignment.  
Their article offers much greater detail than this 
assignment prompt can, so the article will be seen as an extension of this prompt. 

But in particular, we want to focus on thick description and on narrowing down our 
writing to focus on specific moments or topics – the essay will be only 5-6 pages long.  
We also want to focus on harnessing multiple perspectives, reflecting, and questioning 
our beliefs and positions. 

As with all of our work in this class, this essay will be drafted, shared, revised, shared, 
and revised again.   

Other major assignments: 

Researched Analysis Essay (6-7 pages; 6-7 academic sources; 40% of grade) 

Intervention Project (Your choice of genre and medium; reflection required; 20% of 
grade) 

  

A: The writing is well-developed, 
original, and succeeds in mastering 
new techniques and knowledge. The 
writing shows risks that work.  The 

author clearly understands class 
concepts, and can also critically 

apply them to novel examples and 
synthesize or combine difficult 

concepts.  The author goes above 
and beyond. 

B: The writing has been done with 
considerable care and attention. It is 
developed and detailed.  The author 
understands class concepts and can 

critically apply them to novel 
examples. 

C: The writing is acceptable. The 
student needs to spend more time or 

thought on the assignment. The 
author misunderstands class 

concepts.  Postings may be missing. 

D: The writing is unacceptable. It 
may be unfinished or inappropriate 

to the assignment. 
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 This schedule is VERY tentative.  In particular, readings will be added as we go along, 

and you will be asked to provide a lot of the content for the course as the semester 

progresses. 
MONDAY WEDNESDAY 
September 14 
Course Overview  
Defining Stereotypes and Typology 
Introducing Autoethnography 
http://feministfrequency.com/tag/tropes-vs-
women-in-video-games/ 
Homework:  
Campbell “The Monomyth” 
Hawhee and Crowley 
Lippmann 
 

September 16 
Return to defining Stereotypology 
Anonymous Syllabus Questions 
Mean Girls 
Six-Word Memoirs 
Artifacts, Characters 
Homework:  
Whistling Vivaldi and Stereotype Threat 
Richard Dyer 
Start thinking about your autoethnography 
focus or “topoi” 

September 21 
Share your thinking about your 
autoethnography focus or “topoi” 
Freewriting 
Discuss Stereotype Threat and Dyer 
Homework:  
Work on your autoethnography 
Review Nadon autoethnography 

September 23 
Six-Word Memoirs, Redux 
Share some writing  
Practice Peer Review  
Discuss Nadon 
Homework:  
Complete rough draft  

September 28 
One-on-One Conferences 
Bring rough drafts 

September 30 
October 2 = Drop Deadline (100% Refund) 
Peer Review of Autoethnography Drafts (Bring 
4 Copies) 
Homework:  
Revise your autoethnography 

October 5 
Activity: Reflective Memo 
Assign Researched Analysis (Discuss Goals) 
Due Today: Autoethnography Final-For-Now 
Homework:  
Read Rios and Cross and Hooks and Hall 
 

October 7 
No Class 
Homework:  
Looks for example texts that you might want 
to analyze 

October 12 
Thanksgiving Holiday – No Class 
Homework:  
Settle on some example texts that you might 
want to analyze, begin analysis, and prepare 
to share them with the class 

October 14 
Discuss Rios and Cross and Hooks and Hall 
Sharing example texts 
Homework:  
Read Coates 
Read Dolmage 
Read Morrison 
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October 19 
Discuss Coates and Dolmage and Morrison 
Sharing example texts 
Activity: Moving from Observation to 
Inference 
Homework:  
 

October 21 
Miss Representation 
Sharing example texts  
Homework:  
Complete rough draft of essay 
 

October 26 
No Class (One-on-One Conferences October 
27 Instead) 

October 28 
October 29th = Drop Deadline (50% Refund) 
Peer Review  
Due Today: Rough Draft for Peer Review (4 
Copies) 
 

November 2 
Revision Exercises 
Activity: Reflective Memo 
Assign Intervention Project (Discuss Goals) 
Due Today: Researched Analysis Essay Final-
For-Now 
Homework:  
Look for existing stereotype “interventions” as 
models 

November 4 
No Class 

November 9 
Discuss existing interventions 
Hate Map 
#shit_______peoplesay 
Homework:  
Decide on a topic idea 

November 11 
Discuss Topic Ideas and strategies 
Discuss existing interventions 
Supercuts 
Code of the Freaks 
Homework:  
Work on projects 

November 16 
In-class workshopping 
Homework:  
Work on projects 

November 18 
Nov 20 = Last Day to Drop + Receive WD 
In-class workshopping 
Homework:  
Work on projects 

November 21 is a Make-Up Day 
We will hold one-on-one conferences 
instead 

 

November 23 
In-class workshopping 
Homework:  
Work on projects  

November 25 
Sharing final projects in class 
 

November 30 
Sharing final projects in class 

December 2 
Revision workshop 
Friday, December 4: Final Portfolios Due 

 


